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Dissemination 
18 Agencies Received the Survey link via Email 
• WI Child Care Administrators Association (WCCAA)
• WI Family Child Care Association (WFCCA)
• WI Afterschool Network (WAN)
• WI Afterschool Association (WAA)
• Black Child Development Institute (BCDI)
• Caregivers Helping Influence Learning and Development - Oshkosh (CHILD)
• Child Care Association of Regulated Early Childhood Professionals - Neenah (CARE)
• Child Care Advocates Council (CCAC) - Wisconsin Rapids
• Helpful Energetic Artistic Responsible Teachers Family Child Care - Appleton ( HEART)
• Milwaukee Child Care Alliance
• WI Inter-Tribal Child Care Association
• Children Are Our Specialty  (CHAOS)
• Watertown Area Child Care Providers  (WACCP)
• WI Early Childhood Association (WECA)
• Supporting Families Together Association (SFTA)
• City of Madison Accreditation
• Satellite
• WI Alliance for Infant Mental Health (WI-AIM)



Distribution Letter 
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Dear YoungStar Partners and Early Childhood Professionals:  

We'd like to ask for your assistance in disseminating the survey link on Early Childhood 
Inclusion to the members of your organization.   

This survey is to be completed primarily by  child care prov iders, administrators 
and/or directors .   

The survey was developed by Wisconsin Race to the Top (RTTT) Early Learning  
Challenge. Race to the Top (RTTT) is a federal grant that has been awarded to  
Wisconsin to implement large scale, system changes to improve   child outcomes and 
reduce the (school) readiness gap.   

One of Race to the Top’s many initiatives is to increase efforts in assisting and  
supporting child care providers to care for children with special needs and disabilities.  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ECEInclusionSurvey  

We’d like to thank you in advance for completing and disseminating this survey! Your 
answers will help to guide the efforts of our Early Childhood Inclusion work gro up.   

Sincerely,   
YoungStar, Race To The Top   
Department of Children and Families  



Sample Questions 

1. Do you have children with any of the following currently enrolled in your program?
a) Special Needs
b) Disabilities
c) Both
d) Neither

2. If yes, how many children in your care have special needs and/or disabilities?
FILL IN 

3. If you do not have children with special needs or disabilities currently enrolled, have you
in the past?

a) Yes
b) No

4. How do you define the term “Inclusion”?
FILL IN 



302 providers completed the survey 
 

41.00% 

23.00% 

33.00% 

3.00% 

Provider Type: 

Large Center
Small Center
Family Center
School Age
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Providers by County – 40 Counties (not all listed) 

• 65 – Dane; 21% 

• 18 – Marathon, 
Winnebago; 5% 

• 17 – Outagamie; 5% 

• 16 – Milwaukee; 5% 

• 15 – La Crosse; 4% 

• 10 – Rock; 3% 

• 9 – Wood, St Croix, 2% 

• 7 – Brown, Eau Claire, 
Green and Manitowoc; 2% 

• 5 – Columbia, Dodge, Fond 
du lac; 1% 

• 4 – Calumet, Sheboygan, 
Jefferson; 1% 
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Comfort/Capability Level Providing Care 

12% 

46% 
21% 

21% 

Not capable

Somewhat
capable
Capable

Very capable

58% of providers feel they are not or only 
somewhat capable of caring for children with 
special needs! 
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Other Resources 

• WECA – 4 providers 
 
• Child Find, Rainbow Project – 3 providers 

 
• Inclusion Credential – 2 providers 

 
• Collaborating Partners – 1 providers 
 
• Unaware of any resources – 5 providers 
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1. Week days in 
the evening 
 

2. Saturdays 
 

3. Week days during 
the day 
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1.Fall (Sept-Nov)

2. Spring (Mar-May)

3. Winter (Dec-Feb)

4. Summer (Jun-Aug)

dcf.wisconsin.gov 
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o Lack of communication from and with parents 
o Lack of transparency about child’s needs 

 

o Limited resources and lack of tools and equipment: weight vests and 
blankets 
 

o Training 
 
o Birth to 3 services working only with child and not staff 

 
o Special education services received outside of the child care 
 
“Public school does not show interest in early intervention unless it is at the 
public school sites.” 
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• In-person training (TA) at my program 
 

• Therapist to provide services in my program 
 

• Training or Best Practices Videos 
 

• Online Training and Resources 
 

• Consultation calls 
 

• Program Self Assessment Tools 
 



• Training, affordable, in-
service (staff and parent) 

• Improved communication 
with parents 

• List of parent and family 
resources 

• OT and sensory tools 
• Support 
• Money 
• Equipment and materials 
• Access to IEP 
• Participate in IEP 
• Consultation 
• Onsite Technical Assistance 

• One-on-one with child 
• Seminars 
• Additional Staff 
• Education 
• Environment - space, supplies 
• Peer to Peer Networking 
• Training in identifying 

children who need to be 
referred (screening) 

• Caring for medical needs of 
children 

• Managing Challenging 
Behaviors 



• What are the biggest needs of providers? 
 

• What can we do as a team to meet these needs? 
 

• What can each of our programs do? 
 

• What policies, procedures or practices can be 
implemented, improved, or expanded to include 
assistance and support to child care providers? 
 

• How do we better connect providers to resources 
that are available, lesser known or less accessible 
due to geographic location, technology, or financial 
abilities? 
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• Those that responded had access to a computer 
• Survey was in English Only 
• Survey does not take into account Race, Ethnicity or 

Income level 
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DCF Inclusion Projects 
• Disabilities Webinars- in collaboration with 

MECA 
• “Inclusion Practices for Young Children” 

Online Training Modules- in collaboration 
with DPI 

• DCF Inclusion Web Pages 
• Early Childhood Inclusion Institute 

– “Creating A State-wide Culture of Inclusion” 
– September 27-28 at Chula Vista 

https://share.dcf.wisconsin.gov/cake/IWG/default.aspx


DCF Inclusion Website 

http://dcf.wisconsin.gov/youngstar/eci/default.htm 



https://sped.dpi.wi.gov https://www.collaboratingpartners.com 



http://csefel.vanderbilt.edu 

http://www.parentcenterhub.org 



https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov 

http://idea.ed.gov 



http://connect.fpg.unc.edu/connect-courses http://depts.washington.edu/hscenter/ 
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