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17.3.1  Approved Uses of JAL Funds 

17.3.1.1  JALs for Housing 
17.3.1.2  JALs for Fines  

 

W-2 agencies have the authority to approve or deny proposed uses of JALs. JALs can 
be used for a variety of reasons to assist applicants in obtaining or maintaining 
employment. Acceptable uses of JAL funds include, but are not limited to: 

• Expenses enabling transportation to work, including: fees for obtaining a driver’s 
license, car repairs, and car purchase expenses such as Ccar loans, including and 
down payments, to provide transportation to work; 
 

• Expenses enabling execution of current or prospective job functions, such as: 
purchase of clothing/uniforms, supplies for work, and equipment for remote 
work. 
 

• Fees for obtaining a driver’s license; or 
In some circumstances, JALs may also be provided for housing and for the payment of 
fines (See 17.3.1.1 and 17.3.1.2 for more information).  

 

17.3.1.1  JALs for Housing 

In some circumstances, JALs may also be provided for housing and for the payment of 
fines. 

In rare circumstances, JALs may be approved to cover the costs of rent or security 
deposits in order to keep or get a job. However, it is best practice for individuals 
applying for a JAL for housing expenses to first apply for  First, JAL applicants must 
meet all of the eligibility requirements listed in 17.2.1. Second, the applicant must have 
exhausted all other housing resources such as including EA. (See EA Manual).   

Third, t The W-2 agency must carefully review the budget to ensure the applicant can 
cover existing housing and other expenses and pay off the loan as described in 17.2.3. 
Below are two examples of when issuing a JAL for housing is appropriate. 

No change to the remainder of 17.3.1.1 
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17.3.1.2  JALs for Fines 

Under certain conditions, JALs may be approved to cover the payment of fines that, if 
unpaid, may result or have already resulted in the suspension of a person’s driver’s 
license or the ability to obtain a driver’s license. JALs for this purpose must meet 
additional criteria. 

When using JAL funds to assist the applicant to pay a fine related to obtaining a driver’s 
license, the W-2 agency must: 

1.      Assist the applicant in identifying the fines preventing them him or her from 
obtaining a license. This includes identification of the amount owed, and the 
existence of any other barriers to obtaining a license. This may be done with 
the assistance of DMV or other community agencies. 

2.      Verify with the DMV that payingment of  the fine will result in the applicant’s 
eligibility for driver’s license reinstatement, occupational license, or an initial 
driver’s license. 

3.      Make the JAL check payable to the JAL recipient. If there are several fines 
owed to more than one court or municipality, only one check will be 
issued.  However, the sum of the loaned funds for any one individual cannot 
exceed $1,600 in a 12-month period. 

If insurance is required before a license can be issued, JAL funds may be used to cover 
the cost of required insurance for the first six months of coverage or five hundred 
dollars ($500.00), whichever is less. 
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