
To build strong Wisconsin communities, we need to invest in Wisconsin’s greatest resource: our children. Young 
children who receive high-quality early learning opportunities and caring attention from parents and other adults 
build a strong foundation of social, emotional, physical, and mental health that can last a lifetime.  

Investing in children today helps them become productive community members tomorrow. Quality early care 
and education (ECE) fosters valuable skills that can strengthen our workforce, grow our economy, reduce social 
spending, and more. The evidence is clear: there’s a proven return on investment for everyone when we all invest in 
high-quality child care.  

Strong Early Care and Education 
Builds Strong Communities.
Invest in What Matters Most
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FAMILIES  
The whole family thrives when they have a supportive 
network of early care and education professionals 
who can help nurture safe, healthy, and social kids. 

EDUCATORS  
Quality early care and education sets the stage for 
classroom success at every grade level by preparing 
children to learn, handle emotions, and interact  
with others. 

EMPLOYERS  
Building tomorrow’s workforce while giving employees 
the support they need to excel on the job and at 
parenting pays off for employers. 

HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS  
Early care and education can improve a child’s 
access to services they need and helps kids build 
good habits as a foundation for healthy minds 
and bodies. 

SOCIAL SERVICE PROFESSIONALS 
Early guidance from caring adults helps ensure 
children thrive in safe and stable environments 
and learn to build healthy relationships  
with others.

Great ECE makes us all stronger today.



How can you support early 
care and education in your 
community? 
Building strong communities with early 
care and education takes all of us working 
together. Here are a few things you can do 
to help: 

• Help connect families to DCF resources
like the Wisconsin Shares child care
subsidy program to help families afford
quality early care and education.

• Support community leaders who invest in
early care and education initiatives.

• Ask early care and education providers
what you can do to help. Offer to donate
your time, money, or supplies to a local
program.

• Encourage those around you to join in
and support high-quality early education
opportunities within your community.

Learn More 
   Early Investments and Return on

Investment for ECE/Childcare
 heckmanequation.org/resource/social-posts-
early-investments-and-return-on-investment-
for-ece-childcare

  Business-Child Care Partnership Tool Kit
 dcf.wisconsin.gov/childcare/communities/
tool-kit

  How Can Business Leaders Help?
�dcf.wisconsin.gov/files/childcare/pdf/pdg/
pdg-business.pdf

 Tips to Support Children’s Mental Health
�dcf.wisconsin.gov/files/childcare/pdf/pdg/
tips-support-mental-health-children.pdf

  Purposeful Play Fact Sheet
 dcf.wisconsin.gov/files/childcare/pdf/pdg/
purposeful-play-fact-sheet.pdf

HIGHER EDUCATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT 
Kids who attended a high-quality preschool 
program were 11% more likely to graduate 
high school and were more likely to attend 
college.1

STRONGER WORKFORCE 
Children who received high-quality early 
education�through�their�first�five�years�
were more likely to be employed full-
time. Moreover, parents with access to 
quality care can work or focus on career 
advancement.2

BETTER LONG-TERM HEALTH 
Children who receive quality early care 
and education tend to have fewer chronic 
diseases, illnesses, and risky health 
behaviors as adults.3

ECONOMIC GROWTH 
Kids who participated in preschool programs 
earned up to $2,000 more a month as 
an adult compared to non-preschool 
attendees.4

LOWER CRIME RATES 
Children who attended high-quality early 
learning programs had a 19% lower arrest 
rate than similar children who did not 
participate.5

Great ECE can make our 
communities stronger tomorrow.

To learn more about the need for high-
quality early care and education and how 

it benefits the healthy development of 
children from birth to age 5, visit  

dcf.wisconsin.gov/childcare.
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