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In the past year, DCF has received input from hundreds of system partners, families,
stakeholders, county personnel and youth to guide our work in this new realm. In the course of
our conversations, DCF learned that the youth did not feel the term “juvenile justice”
adequately captured the type of positive work DCF intends to support. Therefore, we have
renamed our portion of the system the youth justice system (YJ). Provided for your
information are links to two documents, “Wisconsin’s Community-Based Juvenile Justice
System: Summary of Input Gathered and Visions for the Future of Youth Justice™ at
https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/files/cwportal/yj/pdf/yjsmry-rpt.pdf, and Youth Justice (YJ) Vision
and Strategic Plan” at https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/files/cwportal/yj/pdf/yjplan.pdf. These
documents will provide you with information gathered from stakeholders, a vision for the
future, progress to date, and areas of DCF statutory responsibility; i.e., creating training, data
systems and performance standards for the youth justice system.

Hopefully this information will help orient you to DCF’s new role with respect to Youth
Justice. We appreciate your interest in defining your role, and at this time there isn’t a formal
role for the panels related to this system.

3. Provide access to the Child Abuse Prevention Toolkit in advance of Child Abuse Prevention
Month in April for better planning and implementation at the local level.

The DCF agrees that more time is needed to plan for and implement prevention awareness
events and activities for National Child Abuse Prevention Month in April. The Prevention
Workgroup which consists of the DCF, the Child Abuse & Neglect Prevention Board and
Prevent Child Abuse/Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin, released and published the updated
2017 Child Abuse Prevention Toolkit in January this year. We are pleased that your panel finds
the Toolkit useful and is leading prevention activities in your community.

Thank you for your panel’s continued dedication and efforts on behalf of Wisconsin children and
families.

Sincerely,

ot k. B

Fredi-Ellen Bove
Division Administrator

Cc: Dawn Perez, Child Welfare Manager
Marathon Co. Dept. of Social Services



