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DATE: July 18, 2016
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CC: PSG/CIP

FROM: Robin Joseph, Ph. D., Administrator,
Division of Milwaukee Child Protective Services

RE: Respite Care Policy

This memo is to inform you that Division of Milwaukee Child Protective Services (DMCPS) has
released an updated Respite Care Policy, replacing OCM 48.00 Provision of Respite Care to
Foster Care and Kinship Care Providers (2009).

This policy establishes standards for the provision of respite care for foster parents, court-
ordered kinship care providers, treatment foster care (TFC) providers, and children receiving
intensive-in-home services, who are residing in their parent's home pursuant under 856.21
Wisconsin Statutes. Respite care provides safe, temporary care of a child for more than 48
hours in a licensed foster home, licensed facility, or unlicensed caregiver approved by DMCPS
or a contracted agency. A respite provider may be a natural or informal support person (such as
a friend or relative) to the foster parent/kinship provider or may be a formal respite provider
identified through the contracted agency

The procedures detailed in this policy address the identification of eligible respite care providers,
documentation required for respite care, and process when respite care is requested by a
caregiver in accordance with 856.21 Wisconsin Statutes and Ongoing Standards. This policy
specifically includes new requirements for respite care obtained for less than 48 hours under the
new Reasonable and Prudent Parenting Standard, (848.383). As noted in the State of
Wisconsin’s Division of Safety and Permanence (DSP) Memo (regarding the Reasonable and
Prudent Parenting Standard), all out-of-home care providers must be trained no later than
September 30, 2016. Once an out-of-home care provider is trained the Standard is effective.

Adherence to this DMCPS policy is required by contracted agencies by August 15, 2016.

Attachment: FCA 21.00, OCM 48.00, IIH 6.00 Respite Care Policy

DSP Memo Prudent Parenting Standard: contains forms, online Prudent
Parenting training, frequently asked questions document, and other resources.

Respite Care Placement eWiSACWIS instructions
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http://dcfwebdev/mcw/procedure_manual/fca/fca21.00-iih6.00-ocm48.00.pdf
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecode/DCF%2056.21
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecode/DCF%2056.21
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2015/related/acts/128/23
http://dcfwebdev/mcw/procedure_manual/fca/fca21.00-iih6.00-ocm48.00.pdf
http://dcf.wisconsin.gov/memos/num_memos/DSP/2016/2016-03.pdf
http://dcf.wisconsin.gov/wisacwis/knowledge_web/training/placement-manual/Respite-Placements(6.11).pdf

