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In the United States, Marriage
Drops the Probability of Child

Poverty by 82 Percent
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CHART 4
Unwed Birth Rate, All Races,
1945-2012

UNMARRIED BIRTHS AS A PERCENTAGE OF ALL BIRTHS
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Source: U.5. Department of Health and Human Services,
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Mational Center for
Health Statistics, National Vital Statistics Reports,
http:#fwww.cde.gov/nehs/products/nvsr.htm (accessed
Septernber 10, 2014),
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Growth of Out-of-Wedlock Childbearing in Wisconsin, 1929-2010

Throughout most of
Wisconsins histony, out-of-
wedlock childbearing was rare.

When the federal governments
War on Poverty began in 1964,
only 4.1 percent of children in
Wisconsin were bom out of wed-
lock. However, over the next four
decades, the number rose rapidly
By 2010, 36.7 percent of hirths in
Wisconsin ocourred outside of
marriage.

Mota: Initiatad by President Lyndon
Johnson in 1964 the Whar on Poverty
led to the creation of more than three
dozen welfare programs to aid poor
persons. Governrent has spant 3167
trillion on means-tested aid to the poor
since 1964

Sources: 5. Government ULS Census
Bureau. and Mational Center for Health
Statstics,
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In the United States, 71 Percent
of Poor Families with Children
Are Not Married
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In Wisconsin, 77 Percent of Poor Families with Children
Are Not Married

Among poor families with
children in Wisconsin, more than
three-quarters are not married. By
contrast, only 23 percent of poor
families with children are headed
by married couples.

LInmarried
Families
71.3%

Souree U5 Cersus Bureaw American
Corramunity Survey, 20072009 data
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In Wisconsin, Few Unwed Births Occur to Teenagers

Out-of-wedlock births are often
confused eroneously with teen
births, but only 6.7 percent of
out-ofwedlock births in Wiscon-
sin occur to girls under age 18.

By contrast, some 77 percent of
out-ofwedlock births occur to

voung adult women between the
ages of 18 and 29.

Mota: Figures have been rounded

Sourea: LA Diepartrment of Haalth and
Hurman Services, Centers for Disease
Contral and Prevention, 2008 MNHS
data.

PERCENTAGE OF OUT-OF-WEDLOCK BIRTHS
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CHART 5
Less-Educated Women Are More Likely to Give Birth
Outside of Marriage
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Both Marriage and Education Are Highly Effective in Reducing
Child Poverty in Wisconsin

The poverty rate of married
couples with children is dramati-
cally lower than the rate for house-
holds headed by single parents.
This is true even when the married
couple is compared to single par-
ents with the same education level.

For example, in Wisconsin, the
poverty rate for a single mother
who has only a high school
diploma is 34.4 percent, but the
poverty rate for a married couple
family headed by an individual
who, similarly, has only a high
school degree is far lower at
3.2 percent.

On average, marriage drops the
poverty rate by about 83 percent
among families with the same
education level.

Soures LS. Census Bureau, Arreerican
Corrarunity Survey:, 20002009 data
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Mote: Virtually none of the heads of families in the dhart who are high school
dropouts are minor eenagers.
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Non-Married White Families Are Ten Times More Likely to Be Poor
in Wisconsin

Marriage leads to lower poverty PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES THAT ARE PCOR
rates for whites, blacks, and His-
panics. 25%

22.9%

For example, in 2009, the pov-
ey rate for married white families
in Wisconsin was 2.3 percent. But

the poverty rate for non-married 20
white families was ten times
higherat 22.9 percent.
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Sourea:US Census Bureau Armerican
Coarmimunity Survey, 20072009 dita
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Non-Married Black Families Are Nearly Five Times More Likely to Be
Poor in Wisconsin

In 2009, the povernty rate for PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES THAT ARE POOR
married black couples in Wiscon-
sin was 9.2 percent, while the
poverty rate for non-married black
families was about Ave times 429%
higher at 42.9 percent.
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Cerrarwnity Surves, 20072009 data
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Non-Married Hispanic Families Are Three Times More Likely to Be Poor
in Wisconsin

In 2009, the poverty rate for PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES THAT ARE POOR
Hispanic married families in Wis-
consin was 128 percent, while the 4058 IBT
pOvErLY rale Among non-marred )
families was three times higher at
38.7 percent 35%
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Source: L5 Census Bureau, Armerican
Corrrrunity Surves, 20072009 data
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FIGURE 10
Change in Hours Worked Per Year: 28- to 30-Year-Olds from Intact and Stepfamilies, Compared to Single-Parent Families
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Mote: Three asterisks indicate o statistically significant difference (p<0.01) between the proup and young adults from single-parent families, controlling for umemployment rate,
resporndent’s age, respondent's race or ethnicity, mother's education, mother's age at respondent s birth, and AFQT score. Two asterisks indicate the same (p<0.05).



FIGURE 11
Intact-Family Premium in Annual Income: 28- to 30-Year-Old Men from Intact and Stepfamilies, Compared to Single-Parent Families
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Source: NLSYD7.
Mota: Three asterisks indicate a statistically significant difference (p<0.01) between the group and young-adult men from single-parent families, controlling for unemployment
rate, respondent s age, respondent s race or ethnicity, mother's education, mothers age at respondent s birth, AFQT soore, and, for “family income,” household size.



FIGURES 12A-C
Intact-Family Premium in Annual Income: 28- to 30-Year-Old Men, from Intact and Stepfamilies, Compared to Single-I

A: Men with a High-School Diploma or Less
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FIGURE 13
Intact-Family Premium in Annual Income: 28- to 30-Year-0Old Women from Intact and Stepfamilies, Compared to Single-Parent Families
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Source: NL5Y37.
Note: Three asterisks indicate a statistically significant difference (p<0.01) between the group and poung edults from single-parent families, controlling for unemployment rats,
respondent s age, respondent s race or ethnidty, mother's education, mother's age at respondent’s birth, and AFQT score. Two asterishs indicate the same (p<0.05).



Recommendations

Reduce Welfare Marriage
Penalties

Social Marketing Campaigns
Education
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