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Application Information
437003-G25-0002561
Background and Purpose
2017 Wisconsin Act 260 provides $400,000 in funding in state fiscal year 2026 to the Department of Children and Families for grants to support licensed relatives, foster parents, and normalcy activities for children in out-of-home care.
The foster parent grant funding is being awarded via a non-competitive grant process for the purpose of supporting counties, tribes, and non-profit organizations to implement activities not covered by other available funding sources and for activities that would not otherwise be able to accomplish without financial assistance. The Department will review grant applications and grants will be awarded based upon available funding not to exceed a total of $400,000. Agencies may apply for grant funding under all the qualifying topic areas. Agencies should only apply under the topic areas in which they intend to have expenses and should only apply under their eligible topic area.
Eligible Topic Areas and Activities
1. Incentives for the retention of licensed relatives and foster parents (Counties, Tribes, and Child Placing Agencies)
2. Licensed relative and foster parent training activities (Tribes)
3. Reimbursement for normalcy opportunities for children in out-of-home care (Tribes and Counties for costs not supported in the exceptional portion of the foster care rate)
Contracts
Once qualifying activities under the foster parent grant have been approved by the Bureau of Permanence and Out-of-Home Care in the Division of Safety and Permanence (DSP), agencies or organizations will be issued a new contract for the grant reimbursement.
The new contract will be issued by DSP for fiscal year 2026 effective July 1st, 2025. Fiscal reporting is required annually. All reimbursement will be based on expenses reported to DCF through the SPARC system. No contract advances will be made to agencies for this program.
Reimbursement provided to agencies through the grant program shall be up to $15,000, as funds allow, and no more than $400,000 total statewide. Agencies that receive the grant shall allocate the funding they receive in state fiscal year 2026 and the funds shall be spent by June 30, 2026.
Timeline for Award and Use of Funds
Successful applicants will be notified in June 2025, with an anticipated contract start date of July 1, 2025. The funds shall be used by June 30, 2026.


2017 Wisconsin Act 260 Foster Parent Grant
Application
437003-G26-0002651
Instructions:
· An agency may apply for up to $15,000
· Complete the set of questions corresponding to the topic area of your proposed plan
· Complete the set of questions within this application form; do not create a new form
· Limit your response to one single-spaced page per eligible topic area
All applications must be completed and submitted to DCFDSPGeneralFosterCare@wisconsin.gov no later than 5:00 p.m. on May 30, 2025. Applications received after the deadline will not be considered.
	Agency Name
     
|_| County                          |_| Tribe                          |_| Child Placing Agency

	Agency Mailing Address (Street, City, Zip Code)
     

	Point Of Contact for This Proposal (Full Name, Title, Email, Phone)
     

	Indicate which topic your agency is applying for (choose all that apply):
|_|	Incentives for the retention of licensed relatives and foster parents (All agencies eligible to apply)
|_|	Licensed relative and foster parent training expenses (Tribes eligible to apply)        
|_|	Normalcy opportunities for children in out-of-home care (Tribes eligible for all placement types; counties eligible for Court-ordered kinship care and unlicensed placements).
Total Requested Amount (up to $15,000): $     

	Complete the set of questions that correspond to the area under which your plan fits. Complete the set of questions within this application form; do not create a new form. Limit your response to one single-spaced page per topic area. Use a minimum of 11 pt. font. Applications that do not adhere to these instructions, will not be considered.

	Incentives for Licensed Relatives and Foster Parents Retention
(all agencies eligible to apply)
	Amount Requested
[bookmark: Text5]$      

	Describe the activities that support the retention of licensed relative/like-kin caregivers and licensed foster parents. Agencies may include costs to support licensing relatives and like-kin caregivers.  Please include approximate costs for planned activities.
     

	Licensed Relative and Foster Parent Training Expenses Questions
(Tribes eligible to apply)
	Amount Requested
$      

	Describe the activities that support training expenses for licensed relative/like-kin caregivers and licensed foster parents. Please include approximate costs for planned activities.
     

	Normalcy Opportunities for Children in Out-of-Home Care Questions
(Tribes eligible for all placement types)
(Counties eligible for court-ordered kinship care and unlicensed placements)
	Amount Requested
$      

	Describe normalcy opportunities the grant would support for children in out of home care. Please include approximate costs for activities.
     

	ATTESTATION

	Eligibility for a Foster Parent Grant requires consent to the criteria below. Please check each box to acknowledge agency acceptance of these terms.

	|_|	Agreement to commit the time of the necessary staff to accomplish the planned activities, as described above.
|_|	Agreement to participate in all required grantee administrative activities (e.g., kick-off phone conference, quarterly check-in, etc.).
|_|	The agency has reviewed and approved the content of this application.

	Full Name - Authorized Agency Authority
     
	Date (mm/dd/yyyy)
     

	Signature - Authorized Agency Authority
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