 
Attachment A – National Reading Program Grants

Use of form: Use of this form is mandatory. If the requested information is not provided, the department will be unable to process your application. Personal information you provide may be used for secondary purposes [Privacy Law, §.15.04(1)(m), Wisconsin Statutes].
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National Reading Program Grants

	The Department of Children and Families is an equal opportunity employer and service provider. If you have a disability and need to access this information in an alternate format, need it translated to another language, or need other accommodations, please contact dcfprocurement@wisconsin.gov.

Request for Applications:
Introduction:  
The Wisconsin Department of Children and Families (DCF) Division of Early Care and Education (DECE) is awarding funding to reimburse entities for costs associated with participation in Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library (DPIL). DPIL is a national reading program that launched nearly 30 years ago and focuses on expanding access to high-quality books and fostering a love of reading among young children and their families. The program gifts high-quality books to children ages birth to five, with books mailed directly to participating families each month. The family bears no cost for participating and there are no family income requirements. Per information gathered on the DPIL website, over 35,000 children in Wisconsin currently receive books.

DPIL partners with Local Program Partners (LPPs) to operate the program. LPPs are responsible for advertising the program and enrolling eligible children and families within their designated geographic area. These organizations cover the cost of books, which currently cost $26.00 per year per child. DPIL mails the books directly to the families and negotiates the wholesale price of books and manages the fulfillment process. Any organization interested in becoming a LPP must work directly with the DPIL team to negotiate their geographic service area, and to complete the necessary partnership agreements. This process can take weeks or months. More information about how the LPP relationship works and roles and responsibilities are located here: https://imaginationlibrary.com/usa/. 
This program will provide funding on a rolling basis until 3/28/25, or until the total allocation is exhausted, whichever comes first. All Applicants should submit their application materials to DCFProcurement@wisconsin.gov 


	Eligible Applicants:
Only non-profit entities are eligible to receive grant funds under this program. For purposes of this grant, “non-profit entities” are those organizations meeting the requirements of Section 501 of the Internal Revenue Code. An individual entity can only receive one award under this program.

	Contract Term: 
Awarded entities must expend funds by 5/31/25 to meet state fiscal year deadlines. Thus, contract terms will vary, depending upon the date of award, but must end by 6/30/25. This grant has no renewals, although the department anticipates running an annual competitive grant process for this program.  


	Budget: 
2023 Wisconsin Act 191 (Act 191) allocated a total amount of $500,000 in General Purpose Revenue (GPR) funding for the National Reading Program. This funding can only reimburse 50%, up to $10,000, of the total costs associated with purchasing books. This grant is not intended to cover an awardee’s operating expenses or personnel costs. Awards are capped at $10,000 per entity, pursuant to Act 191.


	Program Objective: 
This program is intended to offset the costs associated with participating in DPIL and to provide Wisconsin’s young children and their families with quality early literacy experiences. 
Reporting Requirements:
All awardees must provide verification of LPP status with Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library before funding is disbursed. Awardees must also provide receipts for book purchasing to claim funding, as Act 191 requires a reimbursement model of grantmaking. 


	[bookmark: _Hlk56084706]Application Requirements:
All applicants for funding should submit a completed and signed DCF Grant Award Application form and a completed Attachment B – Budget form. 

1. Eligibility: Current LPPs must provide verification of their good standing with Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library. Please include the mnemonic key assigned to you by DPIL so that we may verify your status. Organizations who are not yet LPPs must indicate their intention to become a LPP organization by 3/28/25. Failure to become a LPP by this time will result in termination of the award. All applicants must provide documentation that they are a non-profit entity as defined by Section 501 of the Internal Revenue Code. An individual entity can only receive one award, which can reimburse 50% of book purchasing, up to $10,000, under this program. 

Budget: Current LPPs must provide DCF with a budget related to the purchase of books. Information must include the total number of children currently receiving books in the LPP’s designated enrollment area. If a LPP plans to use the funding to expand enrollment, please include an estimate of the anticipated number of children. This funding can only reimburse 50%, up to $10,000, of the total costs associated with purchasing books. This grant is not intended to cover an awardee’s operating expenses or personnel costs. Additionally, this program is structured to reimburse costs associated with purchasing books. Therefore, all awardees must submit receipts from the purchase of books to draw down their award. If you are applying for funds to cover book reimbursement in multiple LPP communities, please include all information in one application. Organizations applying to support multiple communities are still capped at $10,000. 

Budget: Entities intending to become LPPs must specify the geographic area they plan to represent (county, zip code, etc.). Please note that DPIL makes all decisions related to approving LPPs. The applicant must provide an estimated budget for the cost of purchasing books, along with the anticipated number of children birth to five that they will enroll in DPIL. This funding can only reimburse 50%, up to $10,000, of the total costs associated with purchasing books. This grant is not intended to cover an awardee’s operating expenses or personnel costs. Additionally, this program is structured to reimburse costs associated with purchasing books. Therefore, all awardees must submit receipts from the purchase of books to draw down their award. 




	Evaluation:
DCF will review the materials to ensure that the applicant submitted all required information. If all the required information is completed, and the applicant meets eligibility requirements, DCF will make awards based upon the submitted budget. Funding is available on a rolling basis until 3/28/25, or until funding is exhausted, whichever comes first. DCF reserves the right to reject applications.

	Issue Date
10/24/24
	Due Date
05/05/2025




	DCF Contact Name
Luke Reible

	DCF Contact Phone
608-422-6389

	DCF Contact Email
DCFProcurement@wisconsin.gov 

	Grantees will be expected to sign a contract. Most will be signing the DCF Standard Contract. For situations where the Standard Contract is not required, the DOA Standard Terms and Conditions will apply. Some awarded applicants may be asked to establish their financial stability. Samples of all can be found on our DCF Grant Opportunities Page.  https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/doingbusinesswith/applications



