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Subsidized Guardianship (SG) is an additional way for children in foster care to achieve permanence. When adoption and
reunification are not in the child’s best interests, it may be possible for a relative or a person who is “like-kin” to become the
legal guardian and receive a subsidy. Guardians are legally able to consent to the child’s school activities, health care, and
everyday events, while the child is able to maintain family relationships.
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**Be sure to follow the eWiSACWIS Checklist listed on the DCF Subsidized Guardianship Worker Portal when entering all information**

Guardianship is not appropriate for every child or family. When deciding between permanency options, be sure to consider:

Opinion of
Prospective Cultural
Permanence Implications

e Does the child want e Are the parentsand e How will this ¢ Do they feel more e Can the child access
to continue to live permanent option decision change comfortable with cultural activities
with this family? able to interact family relationships? adoption or and events?

e Is the child opposed appropriately? ¢ Do the child and guardianship? o |s TPR or transfer of
to adoption but e Would TPR parent have a bond e What is their opinion guardianship more
comfortable with negatively affect that should not be about maintaining culturally
guardianship? their relationship? legally severed? family connections? appropriate?

AGENCY RESPONSIBILITY

Agencies are required to offer Subsidized Guardianship to all providers who are eligible to receive it.

If the child and caregiver are eligible for a Subsidized
Guardianship, an eligibility determination must be made.

A county department or, as

provided in sub. (3)(a), the department shall provide monthly

Agency is required to explain all possible permanency options
to a relative with placement prior to achieving permanence
with that relative provider, regardless of level of licensure.

subsidized guardianship payments in the amount specified in

sub. (3)(b) to a guardian of a child under s. 48.977(2) or

under a substantially similar tribal law if the county
department or department determines that the conditions The Permanency Options in Brief (DCF-F-CFS2797) should
specified in pars. (a) to (d) have been met. be used by caseworkers to make providers aware of

all permanency options.




ELIGIBILITY

GENERAL ELIGIBILITY

Agency determines
reunification & adoption are
not in the child’s best interest
Guardianship filed under s.
48.977 Wis. Stats., and

are closed when
guardianship is
ordered.

RELATIVE
s. 48.02(15) Wis. Stats.

“Relative” means a parent, stepparent, brother,
sister, stepbrother, stepsister, half-brother, half-
sister, brother-in-law, sister-in-law, first cousin, 2nd
cousin, nephew, niece, uncle, aunt, step uncle, step
aunt, or any person of a preceding generation

as denoted by the prefix of grand, great, or
great-great, whether by blood, marriage, or

legal adoption, or the spouse of any person

named in this subsection, even if the marriage

is terminated by death or divorce. For purposes

of the application of s. 48.028 and the federal Indian
Child Welfare Act, 25 USC 1901 to 1963, “relative”
includes an extended family member, as defined in s.
48.028 (2)(am), whether by blood, marriage, or
adoption, including adoption under tribal law or
custom. For purposes of placement of a child,
“relative” also includes a parent of a sibling of the
child who has legal custody of that sibling.

To qualify for Subsidized Guardianship, the child and the
prospective guardian must meet all of the following criteria:

CHIPS, JIPS, or tribal court order

receive payment for 6 or more
months prior to guardianship.

CHILD ELIGIBILTY
® Placed in out-of-home care under:
* VPA,
¢ CHIPS,
+ JIPS (938.13(4) Only), or
¢ Similar Tribal Court Order
Lived in current OHC placement for
6+ months with Foster Care
Payments
Emotionally attached to guardian,
e Child 14+ years old is
consulted.

PROSPECTIVE GUARDIAN

ELIGIBILTY
A relative OR “like-kin” relationship
with the identified child,
Licensed Foster Parent for 6+
months
Approved for Guardianship
Committed to the child, and
Have placement of the child and

“LIKE-KIN”
Ch. DCF 55.02(7) Admin. Code

“Like-Kin” means a person who has a significant emotional
relationship with the child or the child’s family and to whom
any of the following applies:
a) Prior to the child’s placement in out-of-home care, the
person had an existing relationship with the child or the
child’s family that is similar to a familial relationship, or
b) During the child’s placement in out-of-home care,
the person developed a relationship with the child or the
child’s family that is similar to a familial relationship and
all of the following apply:
1. The person is a foster parent who has had a
relationship with the child for at least 2 years,
2. The child is 14 years of age or older,
3. The child has been placed in out-of-home care for
15 out of the last 22 months, and
4. The agency or court determines that placement
with a fit and willing relative is not in the child’s
best interest.




PETITIONING THE COURT COURT FINDINGS

When the agency petitions the court to transfer guardianship To order a Subsidized Guardianship, the court must:
under s. 48.977 Wis. Stats. The petition must include: 1. Confirm Eligibility requirements are met, and
e Completed DCF-F-2691-E, Subsidized Guardianship 2. Terminate the CHIPS, JIPS, or tribal court order,
Eligibility Determination and Permanency Plan Addendum, The court may not order Subsidized Guardianship if
e Request court to confirm the eligibility determination, and a guardian does not meet eligibility requirements.
e Request that the court terminate the CHIPS, JIPS, or tribal However, the court may order an agency to make an
court order. eligibility determination.

+ The Subsidized Guardianship Agreement must be completed and signed before the court orders the guardianship.

CHANGES THAT MAY AFFECT ELIGIBILITY

e There has been a change in the child’s guardian e The child has graduated, completed, or dropped out

e The child has entered the military, from a full-time, kindergarten to 12th grade

e The child is married, educational program or it’s equivalent,

e The child is no longer living with the guardian, e The guardian’s legal responsibility for the child has

e The child’s parent moved into the guardian’s home, ended, OR

e The child is deceased, e The child has been placed outside the guardian’s home
e The guardian is no longer supporting the child, at public expense.

REVIEW OF ELIGIBILITY

e Annually, starting one year after the original guardianship date, ® 6 months prior to the child’s 18th birthday, or
e Guardian reports a change in circumstance, e 30 days after the child’s parent moves into the
e Agency suspects a change in guardian’s circumstance, guardian’s home.

ANNUAL REVIEW

The agency sends an annual questionnaire
(DCF-F-2736-E) to verify continued DCE-F-2736-E
eligibility.

60 days prior to annual review period, send

30 days out, if not received, send out second
notification, DCF-F- 2736-E

If not received, suspend payment
until received

ELIGIBILITY AFTER AGE 18

6 months prior to 18 birthday
send DCF-F-CFS2421

60 days prior to 18t birthday, if agency has not received a response, send ABENCY receives a response
DCF-F-CFS2421 ey i

Agency does not Agency makes Determination of Eligibility for

(AEETE] (HERIED &) [ETEEls receive a response Continued Payment using DCF-F-CFS2420

Agency makes Determination of Eligibility for Payment for the Trel me s me Payme_nt)for ttr;e = <=
Continued Payment using DCF-F-CF$2420 month of the child’s month of the child's 18 Continue
Y 8 18t birthday will be birthday will be the last payment

the last

Ineligible: Payment for the =
month of the child’s 18th The agency sends a review of eligibility (DCF-F-CFS$2421) to determine

birthday will be the last [CERIIEIE continued eligibility post 18 years old.




In order to be eligible for an amendment to the Subsidized Guardianship rate, all of the following must be true:

12+ montbhs since Provider licensed as a Child is not already Guardian has not been
original agreement or Level 2 or higher prior receiving maximum substantiated for child
other amendment to Subsidized supplemental maltreatment of
request Guardianship points the identified child
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\ / Guardian
* Score CANS

* Child Abuse and Neglect Records for Identified Child

Guardian Worker
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Guardian Worker

Guardian’s initial request, Caseworker updates CANS and completes Child

Agency request for additional information, IS BT N2 EEE MREEIES SR8 TS,

. . . Agency approves or denies the request,
Guardian documents information and requests gency app q

documentation from professionals, Guardian signs amended agreement, and

Additional information returned to caseworker, Agency enters information into eWiSACWIS.



SUBSEQUENT SUBSIDIZED GUARDIANSHIP AGREEMENTS

In the event of the guardian’s death, incapacitation, or the termination of the guardianship, payment may be continued
under certain circumstances:

INTERIM CARETAKER
Ch. DCF 55.12 Admin. Code

Termination
of the
Guardianship

Guardian’s Guardian’s

Death

Incapacitation

An interim caretaker must:
e Meet safety requirements;
¢ Complete background checks,
¢ Complete a home visit, and
O Complete a safety assessment.
e Be willing to become the permanency option for the child
or help to locate a different permanency option.
e Become licensed as a foster parent.
¢ Subsidized Guardianship payments can continue for
12 months while the interim caretaker is becoming
licensed.
e Re-achieve eligibility in order to qualify for Subsidized
Guardianship.

The child does need to re-enter out-of-home care to be
placed with an interim caretaker.

SUCCESSOR GUARDIAN
Ch. DCF 55.125 Admin. Code
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Guardian’s Guardian’s

Death

Incapacitation

An successor guardian must:
e Meet safety requirements;
¢ Complete background checks,
O Complete a home visit, and
¢ Complete a safety assessment.
e Be willing to become the permanency option for the child
or help to locate a different permanency option.
® Be named prior to the death or incapacitation of the
original Subsidized Guardian

A Successor Guardian does not need:
® To be licensed as a foster parent, or
e Re-achieve eligibility for Subsidized Guardianship.

The child does not need to re-enter out-of-home care to be
placed with an successor guardian.

| MONTHLY PAYMENT

YES!

Subsidized Guardians receive a
monthly payment based on the
Uniform Foster Care Rate Setting
Policy!

YES!
Children are categorically eligible

for Title XIX Medicaid under a SG!
*there may be limitations if living outside
of Wisconsin*

YES!
Children who reach permanence
after age 16 maintain eligibility for
Independent Living Services!

YES!

All foster parents can be eligible for SG regardless of
level of care on their license!

YES!
Guardians may be reimbursed for $2,000 of non-
recurring expenses related to obtaining guardianship!

*See the Permanency Options in Brief (DCF-F-2797) on the back page!*

APPEALS

P.O. Box 7875, Madison, WI 53707

Individuals may appeal an agency’s action or failure to act by submitting a request within 45 days of the agency decision or
failure to act. All appeal requests are sent to the Division of Hearing and Appeals:
OR 4822 Madison Yards Way, Madison, WI 53705

RESOURCES

DCF Subsidized Guardianship Worker Portal: https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/cwportal/sg
Chapter DCF 55 Administrative Code: https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/dcf/021_99/55.pdf




Permanency Options In Brief

Adoption Guardianship
o DEP/\/\’} . .
& 41% Ch. DCF 50 Ch. 54 or s. 48.977 Wis. s. 48.977 Wis.
& 5 Public Adoption 48.977 with no Stats or Ch. 54 Stats. -
® subsidy & receiving Subsidized
Q Il Kinship Care Guardianship —
Z, &
%@5/\/ v ??*“\\ under 48.623
Child Support Referral Required? No. No. Yes. Yes.
WI Shares Income Eligibility Adoptive Parents Guardians Child’s Child’s Parents
Depends on? Income. Income. Parents Income.
Income.
Monthly Payment Based on? Eligibility for Adoption NA $238 as The Uniform
Assistance and stated in Ch. Foster Care
Uniform Foster Care DCF 58 Rate Setting
Rate Setting: DCF 50 Kinship Care policy.
and 56
Amendment to Monthly Payment Yes, an amendment No. No. Yes, an
to Increase based on Child’s may be made one amendment
Needs? year after may be made
determination or one year after
redetermination. determination or
redetermination.
Annual Review Process? Only on amendment No. Yes. Yes.
increases.
Payment Follows the child and Yes. NA No. Yes.
responsible person out-of-state?
Guardian Retains Eligibility for NA No. No. Yes.
Adoption Assistance if later
decides to adopt the child?
Requirement to notify the agency Yes. No. Yes. Yes.
or department if there is a change
in circumstance?
Responsible for monitoring Yes. Yes. Yes. Yes.
contact with the child’s parents
and biological family?
Child retains eligibility for Title If the child qualifies No. Child No. Child may @ Yes.
XIX? for adoption may be be eligible for
assistance according eligible for BadgerCare.
to DCF 50. BadgerCare.
Does a child who finds Yes. No. Yes. Yes.
permanence after age 16 retain
eligibility for IL services such as
ETV funds?
| acknowledge receipt of this document and understand the contents.
SIGNATURE - Prospective Guardian Date Signed
SIGNATURE - Prospective Guardian Date Signed

DCF-F-2797 (N. 07/2018)



