ONGOING SERVICES STANDARDS

INTRODUCTION

The Child-Welfare Ongoing Services Standards provide a framework for the ongoing case
management process and fecusfocuses on safety, permanence, and well-being for children and
their families served under Wisconsin Statute Chapters 48 and 938. Practice expectations set
by the Standards ensure families statewide receive consistent, effective, and responsive
intervention that supports the change process. Practice requirements are contained within the
boxes, and additional information is included in-the-Standards-outside of the boxes to provide
further guidance about casebest practice. Child welfare agencies must ensure that all actions of
either agency or contracted staff comply with Standards. While the Standards establish
requirements throughout the ongoing case process, county agencies and the Division of
Milwaukee Child Protective Services (DMCPS) may develop more prescriptive policies and
procedures.

When conditions exist to warrant the opening of a family ease-for Ongoing Services, on a
voluntary basis or by a court order, the purpose of agency intervention must be clearly
communicated to all invelvedparties-parties involved (parents/guardians’, youth, and any legal
parties). The purpose of agency intervention directs the case planning process and clarifies the
child welfare professional’s role with the household, as well as formal and informal providers.
Service provision decisions are based on inclusive assessments and planning with the family to
establish goals that achieve measurable outcomes. Throughout the provision of Ongoing
Services, the primary role of the agency child welfare professional is to engage families in a
positive working relationship to achieve a-safe,stable-homesafety and permanence for children.

Safety

Safety intervention for Child-Protective Services-cases-is a continual process concluding-with

caseclosure-Thesafety-processthat focuses on assessing for, and controlling, impending
danger while collaborating with parents-ercaregivers/quardians to establish a capacity to

minimize risk factors, protect children from harm,-and-provide a-safe-and-nurturing-environment.

Child Protective Services (CPS) implements and manages sufficient, feasible, and sustainable
safety plans to control for impending danger. Implementing a safety plan does not mean a child
is safe; rather, impending danger is controlled through an in-home safety plan or an out-of-home
placement until protective capacities are established, and identifiedthe family is able to manage
safety-threats-are eliminated. When out-of-home placement is required, agencies must
determine whether the placement environment is safe for the duration of the placement.

T Parent/guardian as used throughout these Standards refers to any individual with legal guardianship or
legal custody of a child including an Indian custodian as defined in s. 48.02(8p).




The safety intervention process uses a family centered approach where parents-or
caregivers/quardians are viewed as the experts in their family and, as such, are the focus of the
intervention. This requires agencies to continually engage families in a change process while
simultaneously recognizing that only the family can decide when or if they are ready to change.
Support of a parent's-orcaregiver'sparent/quardian’s right to self-determination is significant in
achieving sustainable change and ensuring safety for children in the household.

Permanence

When a child is placed in out-of-home care, the child welfare professional must begin planning
for the child's permanence. Legal permanency options include reunification, guardianship and

adoption.

Permanency planning ececurs-simultaneouslymust reflect the voices and insights of parents and
their informal supports. If the child is not able to be placed with the-family’s-involvementwitha

reIatlve or like-kin, the Chl|d welfare agency—ﬁemp%aeﬂens%mamtmwa%id—saielwn%e

Felanenshbpswmnre*teqded—ﬁamlyﬂandrea;egweps—%ﬁnepsmps should help faC|I|tate

partnerships between the family and the out-of-home care previdersfoster examinationof the
specific-conditions-requiredprovider to achieve permanency-—Fhese-conditions-must-be-included

in the goals specified in the family plan or court order.
Penmneneyplanmng@ensultaﬁen%%ﬂable%pianm and maintain the Chl|d S
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Well-Being

A child’s well-being is dependent upon the caretaker’s ability to meet their physical health,
mental health, behavioral health, educational and cultural needs. Agencies should make efforts
to assess children’s and adult’s needs in these areas throughout the case process and address
identified needs as part of case planning activities. Children and families should be
meaningfully engaged in all aspects of the service process to build and maintain a trusting,
supportive working relationship.

Safe Case Closure

Safe case closure occurs when a child is safe, protected, and in a permanent and-stable-home.
TheBefore ending involvement, the agency dees-notautomatically close-acase-uponreaching
permanencebutworks-with-a-should assist the family to-establishin establishing supports

before-endinginvolvement.that will remain in place after case closure. These supports may
include arrangements-and-connections within the family network or community that can be




created, facilitated; or reinforced to provide the parent-ercaregiver/guardian ongoing resources

and assistance-cnce-agency-invelvement-ends..




REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL CASESCASE TYPES

The Case Transition Process

Transitioning occurs when the agency explains the purpose of continued agency intervention
while introducing the family to a new child welfare professional.

The Case Transition Process includes:

e Sharing and understanding information collected and decisions made during the initial
assessment process, ongoing case management services, or other points in the case
process.

e Ensuring a clear understanding of roles and responsibilities of child welfare
professionals and formal and informal family supports.

¢ Identifying additional agency and community resources, services, and supports to the

family.
e Preparing the newly assigned child welfare professional for the initial meeting with the
family.
Applicability

This Standard applies to all casesfamilies, except youth justice in-home families, when there is
a case-transitionstransition from one child welfare professional to another child welfare
professional. -This includes, but is not limited to:

Internal agency case-transitions.

Changes of venue from one county to another county.

Transitions from a county to an Indian Child Welfare Agency.

Joint supervision easessituations.

o Transitions from a county child welfare professional to a contracted public adoption child
welfare professional-transitions.

e Transitions from a contracted public adoption child welfare professional to a county child

welfare professional.

Case ManagementSupporting Families and Agency Requirements during the Transition
Process

The child welfare professional initiating the case-transition maintains responsibility for
managing-the-case management until the conclusion of the case-transition staffing.- This
includes:

e Managing and overseeing the safety plan, as applicable.

e Managing and overseeing the family-interactionplanFamily Interaction Plan, as
applicable.

e Communicating with ehildrena child and their parents/caregiverscareqgiver/legal
custodian/Indian custodian/state guardian.




¢ Communicating with assigned tribal workers, formal and informal service providers, and
out-of-home care providers.

When there is more than one child welfare professional assigned-te-a-case, those child welfare
professionals shall determine who has the responsibility for the items listed above.




Preparing for Transition

The newly assigned child welfare professional reviews case-documentation to prepare for the
transition staffing. -Full disclosure of case-information and determinations about the family
assists the child welfare professional in assuming safety and case management
responsibilities. -The following documentation will be reviewed prior to the transition staffing as

applicable:

e All assessments

e Case plan, permanency-planPermanency Plan and eourtrepertCourt Report and any
other court related documentation;-f-available

o Safety analysis,if-applicableAnalysis
ot : lan i licab

In-Home Safety Plan

Confirming Safe Environments;-if-applicable

Family Interaction Plan;-if-applicable

Child and Adolescent Needs and Strengths tool (CANS)results ifapplicable

Out-of-Home Care supportplan-if-applicableSupport Plan

Case Transition Staffing Requirements

Requirements for All Cases-Families

In casessituations where the Initial Assessment process requires a case-openingfamily to be
opened for Ongeing-Servicesongoing services, the ease-transition staffing must occur within
seven businessworking days from the Ongoing-Services-supervisorongoing services
supervisor's receipt of an approved Initial Assessment in eWiSACWIS. -The-case transition
staffing must include both the lnitial Assessmentinitial assessment and the Ongeing-Services
caseworkersongoing child welfare professional.

For all other types of ease-transition, the two agency werkerschild welfare professionals must
schedule a ease-transition staffing.

The following must be discussed at the ease-transition staffing:

e CasedocumentationDocumentation, gaps in information, and decisions made.

e Child needs, including a summary of medical, mental health, and school information,
as available.

e Efforts to confirm whether the child is a member or eligible for membership in a
federally recognized tribe.

e If the child has been found to be an Indian child in accordance with the Indian Child
Welfare Act/ Wisconsin Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA/WICWA); the steps taken to
notify and involve the Indian child’s tribe in the assessment and case plan
development.

e Any existing court orders, upcoming court obligations, and timeframes for the
completion of court reports.




e Status of involvement of any non-custedialerabsenthousehold parent and the
caseworker'schild welfare professional’s due diligence to locate and involve them.

e Status of the Birth-to-Three referral or services when maltreatment has been
substantiated involving a child under the age of three.

Additional Requirements When a Child Is Unsafe (CPS CasesCase Type)

Safety management is the primary responsibility of the agency when a CPS case type is
transitioned. The-case transition process communicates the status of impending danger to
the werkerreceiving the-casechild welfare professional, who examineswill examine the safety
plan to ensure it is sufficient, feasible, and sustainable.

In addition to sharing ease-documentation, a face-to-face discussion must occur between the

current and receiving caseworkers-with-caregiverschild welfare professional and family
members;-and-with-providers-inthe safety plan—This-interactionparent(s)/guardian(s). These

conversations must be timely to ensure the oversight of the safety plan continues during case
transition to ensure children-arethe child is safe and protected.

When a child is unsafe, the-case transition staffing includes the disclosure of:

¢ lIdentified impending danger.

The safety analysis and whether it resulted in the least intrusive, sufficient, feasible,
and sustainable safety plan.

The identified safety services/actions and whether they continue to be available at the
needed frequency to control each impending danger threat.

The continued suitability, role, and commitment of safety service providers.

The presence of existing parent/caregiverguardian protective capacities and general
family strengths.

e The status of parent/caregiverguardian involvement in the safety plan.

Additional Requirements When a Child is Placed in Out-of-Home Care

When a child is placed in out-of-home care on a Child in Need of Protection or Services
(CHIPS) order or a through a Voluntary Placement Agreement; (VPA), the case-transition
staffing must also include the family-interaction-planFamily Interaction Plan, including sibling
contact, and whether it is sufficient to meet the developmental needs of the child. (For
additional information, refer to the “Family Interaction for Child Protective Services
CasesCase Type When a Child is in Out-of-Home Care” section, located on page 173)157).

For all children placed in out-of-home care on a Child-in-Need-of Protection-orServices
(CHIPS) order, Juvenile in Need of Protection or Services (JIPS) order, or Delinquency order,
the-case transition staffing must focus on the status of the child's current placement. The
following must be discussed:

e Information about the safety of the placement setting (Confirming Safe Environments).
e The most recent face-to-face contacts with the child, parent{s),/guardian, and
placementout-of-home care provider.




e Efforts to locate and place the child with relatives, like-kin, siblings, or other adults
identified by the parent/guardian.

e The results of the Child and Adolescent Needs and Strengths tool (CANS) and any
implications for service needs for the child or placementout-of-home care provider.

e The status of the placement and licensing process for any relative caregiversor like-kin
out-of-home care providers, as applicable.

e Efforts to ensure that the child has regular opportunities to engage in age or
developmentally appropriate activities following the Reasonable and Prudent Parent
Standard.

e The child’s eligibility for independent living (IL) services, as applicable.

e Compliance with placement requirements if the child is placed in a facility certified as a
Qualified Residential Treatment Program (QRTP).

e Efforts made to comply with the Indian Child Welfare Act/Wisconsin Indian Child
Welfare Act (ICWA/WICWA) placement preferences under §Wis. Stat. s. 48.028(7) for
Indian children.

e Compliance with Notice requirements under Wis. Stat. s. 48.028(4)(a)).

e Efforts to provide natural and unsupervised family interaction in the most natural
setting that can ensure the Indian child's safety, as required by ICWA/WICWA.

For additional WICWA information and requirements, refer to the WICWA Online
Resource.WICWA Online Resource.

Additional Requirements When Permanency is Not Achieved Within Two Years of
Termination of Parental Rights (TPR)

If permanency is not achieved through the public adoption program within two years of TPR,
the department may, in accordance with Wis. Stat. s. 48.43(7)(b), petition the court to transfer
legal custody of the child back to the county department. The public adoption child welfare
professional and county child welfare professional shall follow all transition requirements to
transition ongoing case management services back to the county. The department shall
remain the child’s quardian and the child welfare professional shall consult with the DCF state
guardian regarding any guardianship needs.

Eaﬂy—Supemse#sprewous supervisors and trlbal or prlvate agency Chl|d welfare professmnals

as applicable, should participate in the case-transition staffing to assist in understanding and
clarifying ease-outcomes and decisions. Early collaboration sheuldmust occur with the tribal
social-service-agency-according-to-Active Effortschild welfare agency with focus on ensuring
that WICWA and ICWA requirements of WICWAare met. In some easessituations, tribal child
welfare agencies will not assign a worker at the onset of Ongeing-Servicesongoing services but
will ask that information regarding the child’'s case be shared to inform future decisions.

CasetransitionTransition to a child welfare professional may occur during or following the
completion of the initial assessment. In some casessituations, the easefamily will transition to
Ongeing-Services,ongoing services but will not transfer to a new child welfare professional. In




these situations, the child welfare professional and supervisor will need to focus on changing
roles and responsibilities to provide necessary services and supports to the child and family.

The Department of Children and Families has current policy for accepting cases from county
agencies as children transition to permanence. -County agencies should reference the
“Wisconsin Inter-County Agreement on Venue, Jurisdiction, Placement, and Funding
Responsibility in CHIPS, JIPS, and Delinquency Cases” to support transitions between county
agencies. This agreement is located at hitp://www.wehsa.orgWisconsin County Human Service

Association - Resources.

New Information enCases-inReceived While Open to Ongoing Services

Documentation

The content, date, and time of the case-transition staffing must be documented as a case
note in the eWiSACWIS case-record. Agencies must determine which child welfare
professional is responsible for documenting this information.

At times, county agencies receive new reports of alleged maltreatment about casesfamilies
open with Ongoing Services. In other circumstances, the assigned child welfare professional
may observe or receive new information about a family or out-of-home caregivercare provider
and must determine if the information requires a CPS response, a modification to an existing
safety plan, or a change in services or supports. In some casessituations, reported information



does not contain any new allegations of maltreatment, but is simply case-information already
being addressed in the case or safety plan. In-all-ef these situations, the child welfare
professional must seek supervisory consultation to formulate the appropriate response.

CPS Reports onWhile Open to Ongoing Services Cases-or RlacementsWhile a Child is
Placed in Out-of-Home Care-

When a report of alleged maltreatment isreceived-by-the child- welfare professional-that
involves a child in-a-case-thatis-currently open for Ongoing Services or regarding an out-of-

home care provider is received, the report must be screened and responded to;-as-necessary;
in comphianceaccordance with the “Child-Protective Services-Access-andnitial-Assessment
Standards““Child Protective Services Access and Initial Assessment Standards.”

When a ClientParent or Family Moves

When families involved in the child welfare system relocate to another county or state, the

agency may need to request a home study, supervision, or other services for the family at their
new location.

Requirements to Notify Agency When a ClientParent or Family Moves to a New
County

When a county departmentagency learns a family currently receiving services has moved to a
new county, the original county must notify the new county of residence or Division of
Milwaukee Child Protective Services of the family’s change in residence. -Notice must be
provided to the new county of residence even if the original county of residence is not seeking
any assistance, involvement, or change of venue from the new county agency. -The notice
must include:

e A brief written description of the services offered or provided-te-the-persen by the
previous county.

e The name, telephone number, and email address of a person in the previous county to
contact for any additional information.

The original county agency must determine whether to:
e Make a CPS report, or
e Submit a Services Intake referral (with a description of services offered or provided) to
the new county.
o If either a CPS report or Services Intake is made, the agency is in compliance with s.
48.57(2m), Stats.
o __This applies to many families under a court order.
e If the original county does not make a CPS report or Services Intake referral:
o The agency must still notify the new county of the family’s relocation.
e Notification requirements include:
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o __Use of the Change of County of Residence form (or an alternative form with the
same information).
o Call the new county agency and ask to speak with Access staff.
= Inform Access staff that:
e The family has moved to their county.
e A Change of County of Residence form will be emailed or faxed.
o Email or fax the form to the new county’s Access unit.

This step serves as documentation for both agencies that the notification was completed.

For easessituations involving court orders, a change in venue can be pursued once the
chlientparent or family has established residency in a new county for six months.

Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children

Wisconsin's Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children (ICPC) {s-48.988(Wis. Stat. s.
48.988, Stats.) ensures children in need of out-of-home placementcare in and from other states
receive the same protections guaranteed to children placed in out-of-home care within
Wisconsin.- The law offers states uniform guidelines and procedures to ensure these
placements promote the best interests of each child.

When a child’'s case is under court jurisdiction, the ICPC process is the mechanism public and
private child placing agencies use to obtain a home study of a proposed placement resource in
another state prior to moving the child. -The ICPC also provides for supervision of a Wisconsin
court order for a child's placement or residence when a family moves to another state.

The full ICPC pelieystandard can be found on page 244219.

11




Exceptions

Exceptions

An exception occurs when the intent of the specific requirement within the entirety of the
Ongoing Services Standards must be met in an alternative manner. -An exception is not
the same as a waiver. -A waiver means that the requirement need not be followed.

Exceptions must be made only when the justification and alternative provision is
documented in the easerecord following supervisory approval.- Exceptions will not be
granted for requirements of state statutes, federal law, or administrative rules.

12
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CHILD PROTECTIVE SERVICES CASESIN-HOME CASE TYPES

General Information

In-home child protective services (CPS) casescase types involve an unsafe child where
|mpend|ng danger is controlled and managed through an in- home safety pIan Mhemugh

Fundamental Intervention Responsibilities of OngeingServicesthe Child Welfare
Professional:

e Evaluating the existing safety plan developed during initial assessment/investigation.

e Ensuring child safety through continuous assessment, oversight, and adjustment of
safety plans.

e Engaging families in the case-planning process that identify underlying needs and
directs services to address threats to child safety.

e Measuring progress related to establishing parent/caregiverguardian protective
capacities and eliminating safety related issues.

e Achieving stabilitychild safety for all in-home child protective services cases.

Assessment and Planning Process

Applicability — In-Home Child Protective Services Cases-Case Types

This Standardstandard applies when the initialassessmentlnitial Assessment process
concludes a child is unsafe, and engeing-servicesOngoing Services are required to control
impending danger through an in-home safety plan.

Agencies must ensure all actions of agency staff or contracted providerstaff
compliesproviders comply with this Standardstandard.

The assessment and planning process supports an integrated child protective services (CPS)
system by building on information gathered during the initial assessment. -The assessment and
case plan is-an-intervention-serviceare completed in partnership with the child and thetheir
family to empower parents-or/caregivers to protect and care for theirchildren-the child. The

case plan may identify several types of goals including establishing parent-orcaregiverparental

14



protective capacities, improving the child’s educational, physical, or behavioral health-needs;

r inina What M ol

The four components of the assessment and planning process include:

1. Preparing for Assessmentassessment
2. Introducing the Change Processchange process

3. Determining what must change
2:4. Developing the Rlanplan

Please refer to Family Teaming on page 15 for further guidance in engaging the family in the
case planning process.

Preparing for Assessment

Preparing for the assessment process begins prior to the case-transition staffing. -Being
familiar with-case information assists the child welfare professional in fully understanding
impending danger, diminished parent or caregiver protective capacities, and supports the child
welfare professional during intervention with the family. -A review of-case information includes,
but is not limited to:

e All assessments and evaluations

Any current or pertinent historical planning documentation
Any court related documentation, if available

e Safety Analysis and Plan

+—In-home Safety

Introducing the Change Process

Throughout CPS Ongoing CRS-servicesServices, the child welfare professional must engage the
family in a change process, which ultimately results in safe case closure. -Families should be
actively involved in ease-planning and implementation. -Child welfare professionals must fully
disclose the family’s rights and responsibilities in case-planning, implementation, and
evaluation.

15



Timeframe for Initial Contacts

The child welfare professional must have face-to-face contact within seven business(7)
working days of the ease-transition staffing with the parents-ercaregivers/quardians and
childrenchild unless the in-home safety plan dictates more immediate contact-with-the family.
Within this timeframe the child welfare professional must communicate with in-home safety
plan participants and providers to:

e Provide the child welfare professional’s name and contact information.

e Elicit understanding regarding the reason for the safety plan.

e Clarify each individual's role in the safety plan with respect to ensuring child safety.

e Confirm continued commitment and ability to remain actively involved in meeting the
expectations of the safety plan.

The initial contact with the family is to introduce the child welfare professional and explain both
the changing role of the agency and the assessment and planning process. Whenever possible,
the first face-to-face contact with the family should occur in the family’s home and include the
entire household. In families where domestic violence has been identified or is suspected, the
agency should assess whether scheduling family meetings will jeopardize the safety of a family
member or any other participant, including-ageney-staff-or child welfare professionals. More
information can be found in the Domestic Violence Handbook for Child Welfare Professionals.
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Engagement duringDuring the Change Process

Duringthe-initialcontacts; theThe child welfare professional must engage the family and

child, in a culturally sensitive and developmentally appropriate manner, around key decisions
involving safety, stability, and well-being for the child. -Engagement includes providing the
child and family the opportunity to actively participate and influence the change process.
Child welfare professionals must discuss the following:

e The differences between the Initial Assessment and Ongoing Services processes
including the roles and responsibilities of the Ongoing Services child welfare
professional.

e Thereason for agency involvement.

e The assessed level of intervention required to maintain child safety and the possible
outcomes should the parents-ercaregivers/guardians not cooperate with the safety
plan.

e The Ongoing Services process and collaboration needed from parents-or
caregivers/guardians.

e The status of the court process, as applicable.

e The purpose for involvement of non-custedialhousehold parents, relatives, like-kin, and
informal supports as potential resources for the child and family. -For additional
information, refer to Chapter\i-inthe Child-\Welfare Ongoing-Services-Standards
manual-the-“Locating and Involving Non-CustedialHousehold Parents, Alleged-Fathers
and-Other-Relatives”’peliey, and Like-kin” on page 164.

e The child’'s possible membership or eligibility in a tribe.

For additional ICWA/WICWA information and requirements, refer to the DCF Wisconsin Indian
Child and-Welfare Act Desk Resources located in Appendix 1, page 261.

Family Team-MeetingsTeaming

Family Teaming is a collaborative, culturally responsive and engagement-driven process. This
process brings together the family team-meetings-engageand their supports to actively create,
review and work toward goals of the Family Case Plan. Through a strengths-based lens, Family
Teaming empowers families in-to voice concerns, request support, and take an active role in
quiding the direction of their Family Case Plan and services. This approach promotes shared
decision-making and accountability, builds natural supports that can sustain beyond system
involvement, and also supports parents in increasing protective capacities. Reqular Family
Teaming should be used as a tool to monitor progress on the Family Case Plan, which
essentially functions as the family’s quide, while also helping define a realistic path towards
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achieving the plan’s goals and a lasting support system for families. Ultimately, consistent and
meaningful Family Teaming supports the family’s ability to achieve Family Case Plan goals and

safe case planning—Child-and-closure.

Bringing together the support system identified by the parents/quardian is a style of

engagement critical to empowering the family team-meetings-use-a-strengths-and-to achieve
goals that address the needs based,-selutionfocused-approachthatincorporatesthevalues
andprinciplesofof the family centeredness;respectfulinteraction,cultural responsiveness,and
partnership-to exit the system.

The

needs—and—saiety—eeneems—ei—the—famllv should |dent|fv Who makes up thelr support network
which can include natural supports such as family-—Fhe team-mustbe-identified-by-the-, like-kin
friends, community members or tribal representatives. This network will support the needs of
the family and-consist of extended family-members,during involvement with the child welfare
professional-informal/formal-supports-and-service-providers—agency as well as post safe case

closure. Ideally, all efthe-identified teamnetwork members are committed to the family’s goals
and invested in change.

The core function of Family Teaming is to have the family’s support system participate in family
driven discussions related to case planning. While there are prescriptive models of family
teaming, it is not necessary to adhere to any formal model. Rather the guiding principle should
be to meaningfully engage the family’s support system with a specific focus on reviewing the
Family Case Plan, making necessary updates, and assessing progress and achievement toward
goals. Family team meetings should be responsive to the unique needs of the family to support
collaborative planning, relationship building, and timely case closure. The frequency, cadence,
and composition of family teaming will likely look different for each family.

Family Teaming

When children are served in the home, Family Teaming must begin during the assessment and
planning phase of initial engagement with the family and continue while there is a Family Case
Plan in place. Individual and family readiness may change over time, which necessitates ongoing
efforts to engage the family in Family Teaming. The following efforts must be documented in
eWIiSACWIS case notes and reflected in the Family Case Plan:

e Engage the family in the case planning process by:

o Working with the family to identify their support system which could include formal
supports and/or natural supports to participate in the planning process (this can
include relatives, like-kin, community members, tribal representatives).

o Collaboratively developing the content for the Family Case Plan document. Once
the content is developed, the child welfare professional will document it in the
Family Case Plan via eWiSACWIS and then confirm with the family that the content
reflects what was agreed upon.

Child welfare professionals must engage in the following ongoing Family Teaming activities:
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e Review the progress of goals identified in the Family Case Plan with the family. Progress
shall be documented in eWiSACWIS case notes; goals and services should be adjusted
when Family Case Plan conditions have been achieved.

e Dialogue with the family and support network about the effectiveness of services and
work together to adjust any necessary services. Keep in mind that not all services will
work for each family.

e |dentify, with the family and support network, progress towards change. Find ways to
celebrate successes the family achieves to motivate future change and cultivate

resiliency.
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Determining What Must Change

An essential safety intervention responsibility at this stage is to evaluate caregiverparental
protective capacitycapacities since impending danger is controlled by the safety plan.
Information from the initial assessment provides the foundation for determining
caregiverparental protective capacities. Throughout the assessment process, the child welfare
professional clarifies and gathers additional information, and collaborates with
parents/quardians, the child, relatives, like-kin, and informal and formal supports to gain
consensus regarding the changes necessary to achieve a safe, stable-and permanent home,
thereby allowing for safe case closure.

The Assessment Process with the Family

Based on the information discovered throughout the assessment process, the child welfare

professional and parents-ercaregivers-continue with discussions-abeout/quardians will

collaboratively develop a Family Case Plan that includes services necessary to create a

change strategy thatwillresult-in-a-planthat-leadsto-safety-inand keep the householdchildren

safely in the home.

This process includes:
—Gathering and assessing information in the following areas:

e Whether a child is an Indian child in accordance with the Indian Child Welfare

Act/Wisconsin Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA/WICWA) and ifwhat steps have been
taken to notify and involve the Indian child’s tribe.

e Child functioning and well-being

e Adult functioning {physical/emotional/behavioral-functioning,-ete.)-
e —Parenting practices {(discipline/appreachto-parenting/expectations,ete.):
o Family functioning {currentservice provision;

e Determine with the family the information contained in the assessments and, as
applicable, safety analysis and plan. Allow for updates to be made as necessary.

Work collaboratively with the child and family

Child welfare professionals work in partnership with the child and family to understand their
circumstances, identify strengths and needs, and support meaningful change. The following
areas of focus guide this collaborative process:

Identify Strengths and Needs:
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Identify family strengths, supports, and existing parent/guardian protective capacities

and identify ways in which the parent/quardian can be involved in meeting the needs
of their child or how their needs will otherwise be met.
Understand what parents/quardians identify as strengths about themselves as

individuals the-child-and-family-identifies-as-supports-and-resources; social
activities).and in their caregiving role.
Determine whether any professional evaluations (i.e. mental health, medical, and

educational) are needed for the child or parents/guardians to inform the Family Case
Plan.

Explore and Address Diminished Protective Capacities:

Examine the relationship between diminished parent/guardian protective capacities

and impending danger.
Determine the family’s perception and level of agreement with the child welfare

professional regarding diminished protective capacities and impending danger.
Assess if parents/quardians are ready, willing, and able to consider necessary change

related to diminished protective capacities.

Plan for Change and Safety:

Determine with the family the most logical place to begin focusing on change, setting

goals and identifying potential service options.
Confirm that impending danger is controlled and managed with a sufficient, feasible,

and sustainable safety plan.
Determine with the family the need for any remedial services and rehabilitation
programs required under ICWA/WICWA in an effort to prevent the breakup of the

Indian family.
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Developing the Family Case Plan
Assessment

In-addition-to-the-information-aboveWhen working with families in-home, agencies may wantto
consider-otherresources-such-astheutilize an informal or formal assessment to inform the
Family Case Plan, particularly in identifying specific services to meet parent and child’s
identified needs and strengths. The Child and Adolescent Needs and Strengths (CANS) tool-The
GANS may be used te:for assessment purposes but a CANS case plan for families being served
in-home is not required; only the Family Case Plan is required.

o ldentify thetargeted interventions.
e Prioritize needs and-strengths-of thechild-that are more urgent to address.
- ine the abilityof 4 ) . he child’ s

e Guide Family Teaming
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When a casefamily is opened ferto Ongoing Services, goals focus on enhancing

parent/caregiverguardian protective capacities to eliminate impending danger so the
parents/caregiversguardians can adequately manage child protectionsafety without
intervention. The case-plan-organizes-case-activityFamily Case Plan maps out family

mvolvement W|th child welfare and is a tool for communlcatlng W|th parents/earegweps

semees%%heiamﬂyquardlans and thelr |dent|f|ed support network

The child welfare professional is responsible for overseeing the implementation of the
planFamily Case Plan and working with parents/caregiversguardians to facilitate change.
Managing the plan and change strategies involves ensuring the plan targets goals associated
with enhancing diminished caregiver protective capacities and achieving stability. The purpose
of the plan is to identify steps toward establishing a safe environment for the child.

When a family is under both a CHIPS and JIPS jurisdiction, both the primary and secondary
assignment workers shall work collaboratively on the Family Case Plan. The child welfare
professional overseeing whichever jurisdiction is established first should initiate the Family
Case Plan and must reassess and update the case plan when a second jurisdiction is
established. If multiple agency child welfare professionals are assigned to the child, youth, and
family, they must collaborate and team as necessary to create one cohesive Family Case Plan
for that child, youth, and family.

Planning and Developing Goals with the Child and Family

The use of Family Teaming in the case planning process promotes a collaborative approach
to developing the Family Case Plan. If a family is under both a CHIPS and JIPS jurisdiction,
both the primary and secondary assignment workers shall work collaboratively on the Family
Case Plan.

The priority in the planning process is to determine the orderin-which-diminishedwork with
the family to develop goals that enhance parent/caregiverguardian protective capacities are
addressed-in theplan-—order to reach safe case closure. This process with the family includes:

Ask the family:

o To identify any specific needs and strengths for the child, and parents/quardians
and how the family believes those needs could be addressed and strengths built
upon.

o To identify natural supports who may assist the family in reaching culturally
responsive goals and safe case closure.

e Empower the family to identify household behaviors that need to change and the
behaviors that need to be demonstrated and sustained. _Learn from the family what
services or supports they can access to reach their goals and providing information on
additional community resources.

o Developing-Collaborate with the family support network to identify resources and
change strategies to assist the family in reaching safe case closure.

e—Partner with the family to create one to three behaviorally-stated- focused, mutually
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understood, and measurable goals related to enhancing

parents/caregivers- parents’/guardians’ or Indian custodians’ protective-capacity-that

arephrased-inthe family’'s ownterminology-
o—GConfirming-any-specific-heeds-and-strengths capacities. Collaborate with the family to

determlne realistic timeframes for children-and parentsorcaregivers-and-how those

e Ensuringthe achievement of goals-establish-a-sufficient-behavioral-benchmarkfor
evaluating-change.
e DevelopinganDevelop the child’s out-of-home care prevention plan to ensure the child
remains safely living in-at home with their parent,caregiver,orlndianCustedian/quardian.
e PlanningPlan to identify, locate, and involve non-custodialorabsenthousehold parents
and, relatives, and like-kin as resources for childrenthe child. (For additional information,
refer to “Locating Non-Custodial Parent /Household Parents, Relatives”, and Like-kin”
page 180-)164)
e ICWA Requirements
o When the child is an Indian child, makingmake active efforts to prevent the
breakup of the Indian family through the use of remedial services and
rehabilitation programs as previdedrequired in ICWA/WICWA.
o EngagingEngage the tribalworkerchild, family, and Indian child’s tribe in the

assessment and easeplanFamrIv Case PIan development.

e Maintain Confidentiality

Child welfare professionals should be aware of confidentiality restrictions on the use of
mformatlon in a case record either on paper orin eWrSACWIS andi in KIDS—PleaseLrevrew—DGF

reflected in appllcable state and federal confrdentralrtv Iaws

When seeking information from people or resources outside the case, child welfare
professionals must continue to maintain confidentiality as required by law about the identity
and circumstances of the childrenchild and familiesfamily with whom they are working.
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Case-Assessment and Plan Documentation

The child welfare professional must complete and document the caseplanFamily Case
Plan, including the child’s out-of-home care prevention plan section no later than 60 days
from the case transition staffing when there is an-n-hemea safety plan. -The_child’s
prevention plan describes the services and programs that will be provided to the child, or
on their behalf, to support the in-home placement. All case assessment and plan
requirements must be documented in the family-caserecord-inthe eWiSACWIS case
planFamily Case Plan (DCF-F-CFS2132-E).

After supervisory approval, the child welfare professional must obtain parent/caregiver or
Indian custodian signature, in a timely manner, and a copy of the Family Case Plan must
be provided to the parent/guardian and, as appropriate, tribal child welfare professionals,
and child once they have reached the age of 12. If unable to obtain signatures document
efforts made to obtain signatures.

The caseplanFamily Case Plan must include:

e General person management and case maintenance information to ensure the
case record is up-te-datecurrent (family demographics, tribal membership status,

| farnilv functioning inf o
e Criteria-based-One to three behavioral focused goals (focused on

diminishedenhancing caregiver protective capacities that are behaviorally stated,
understandable to the family, specific and measurable).

e Services for the child and family.

e The child’s out-of-home care prevention strategy (i.e. mental health, substance
abuse, in-home skills development) for the child to ensure the child remains safely
in home.

e Safety assessments, plans, and conclusions.
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Additional Requirements When the Child is an Indian Child

The following must also be documented in the ease-planFamily Case Plan when the child
is an Indian child:

e Description of the active efforts made to prevent the break-up of the Indian family
and efforts to engage the child, family, and Indian child’s tribe in the development
of the Family Case Plan.

e The name, address, and telephone number of the Indian child’s parent, Indian
custodian, and Indian child’s tribe.

e A description of the remedial services and rehabilitation programs offered under s.
48.028(4)(d)2, Stats. in an effort to prevent the breakup of the Indian family as
provided in ICWA/WICWA.

For additional ICWA/WICWA information and requirements, refer to the DCEAppendix 1:
Wisconsin Indian Child Welfare Act Besk-Aid-in-AppendixtResources, page 289261.

After supervisory approval, a copy of the planFamily Case Plan must be provided to
parents/caregivers,guardians, the Indian child’s tribes and, as appropriate, childrenthe
child.

Reaching Consensus on the Family Case Plan

Hf agreementor
At times, reaching consensus cannotmay be reached-withchallenging due to where the family is

at in the conclusion-of-the-planningchange process. To reach consensus on a Family Case Plan,
the child welfare professional develops-caseplan-must actively engage with the family with the
goal to develop a collaborative working relationship that supports plan development. Efforts
should be made to engage non-household parents/guardians in case planning as well. Clear

communication about goals and-services-which-have the mostimpactonrelated to enhancing

parent/caregiverguardian protective capacities—Fhe-supervisororother necessary to manage
child safety is imperative to gain investment in the change process.

Proceeding without a clear understanding and consensus on goals identified in a Family Case
Plan may reduce the likelihood of the family reaching safe case closure. Family Teaming and
involvement of natural supports may assist in clarity and improved collaboration with the family
during this process. Child welfare professionals are encouraqed to consult with superwsors
colleagues, and team members
goals:to identify additional engagement strateqles when necessary. Everv effort should be
made to address barriers to participation in the Family Case Plan development.

child-safety.-Additionally,- the-childEvaluating the Family Case Plan

While safety assessment remains a continuous process throughout child welfare professional
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involvement with a family,

ed-in i amlly Case
Plan must also be evaluated to ensure the—saiety—plan—m—wnplemented—ae—planned—and—that

the—status—ef—mqpetmng—dangepand-ehanges—m—pamn#lt measures enhancement of careglver

protective capacities-—Revising-safety plans-is-a-high-priority-in-orderto-ensure-only the
necessary-level-of intrusion-occurs-inthe family-
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theaease—Gaseupla%e#aJuaﬁensafetv plan and ensures a safe Ilvmq arrangement for the ch|Id
The evaluation of the Family Case Plan provides the basis for the child welfare professional to
know when conditions exist that allew-fersupport safety, stability, and permanence.-.

Content of the Family Case Plan

When evaluating the caseplanFamily Case Plan, the child welfare professional uses the goals in
the case-plan as the basis for measuring progress and change related to enhancing
parent/caregiverguardian protective capacities and achieving permanence-and-stabilitysafe
case closure. The child welfare professional gathers information from

parents/caregiversguardians, children, family team members, and informal and formal service
providers to make decisions about:

e The family’s progress toward achieving change and permanencesafe case closure.
e The effectiveness of service delivery related to achieving goals.

e The sufficiency of the safety plan and whether a less intrusive CPS intervention can be
implemented.

Content in-Evaluating and Updating the Family Case Plan

T i evaluating 4 | nclude:

UpdatedThe child welfare professional should continuously evaluate the Family Case Plan
using information gathered during monthly contacts to measure progress towards goals. The
Family Case Plan must be formally evaluated and documented within six months of a case
transition staffing and every 6 months thereafter. Pertinent updates should include:

e Ensuring that general person management case information te-assurein the case
record is up-te-date{current (education, health, mental health, family demographics,
and tribal membership status,-agency-andlegal).
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Managing Safety

o A-current-assessmentofimpending-dangertheConfirming sufficiency,feasibility,and
sustainability of the safety plan,-and-any-needed-revisions and identifying whether a

less intrusive CPS intervention can be implemented.
o _Alf a second jurisdiction is established (i.e., JIPS), the child welfare
professional should:
= consider whether safety needs to be reassessed
= collaborate with all assigned child welfare professionals and update the
Family Case Plan
e Gathering information learned about child functioning, adult functioning, parenting
practices or family functioning to reevaluate family’s strengths and needs, review

eﬁgoa progress4n4&nlqa|orerng1(9a1ce+c\17ieaf|:egwe4E and identify enhanced protectlve

e Consider how the parent/guardian describes the steps needed to achieve goals within
the Family Case Plan while addressing the parent’s concerns, and barriers.

e Areview and confirmation of the effectiveness of providersservice interventions,
informal supports, services-or other planFamily Case Plan strategies related to
achieving the identified goals.

e Areview of the child’s current out-of-home care prevention plan and assessment of

identified prevention strategies.

: ditional lod cf he plan.

e For an Indian child, efforts made to prevent the break-up of the Indian family and
efforts to engage the tribalwerkerchild, family, and Indian child’s tribe in the
development of the caseplan-Family Case Plan.

e Following completion of the evaluation of the Family Case Plan, review
and obtain signatures from youth, parent(s), and guardian(s), in a timely manner.
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During service provision, it is the responsibility of the child welfare professional to oversee and
manage the safety plan. Safety management requires consistent interaction with
parents/guardians, family members, like-kin and people involved in the safety plan. The purpose
of this contact is to ensure the safety plan is implemented as planned and that nothing hinders
its effectiveness.

Safety management includes being vigilant about the need to adjust the safety plan. This

responsibility includes being alert to changes in a family or individual that influence impending
danger. Safety management needs to be flexible so that safety activities, actions, and tasks can

be increased or decreased based on the status of impending danger and changes in
parent/guardian protective capacities. Revising safety plans is a high priority to ensure only the
necessary level of intrusion occurs in the family.

Effective management of safety plans includes:
e Coordinating safety interventions and guiding tasks, activities and actions.
o Are the details of the safety plan well understood by everyone involved? Are
activities occurring as planned without disruption? Are providers and participants

where they are supposed to be at designated times? Are necessary resources
available? Are resources implemented appropriately?

e Evaluating the provision of safety services.
o Are safety services still working? Are participants/providers continuing to carry

out their defined role in the safety plan? Is the child safe? Are services still
available and accessible at the required level to have an immediate impact on

child safety?
e Reassessing parent/quardians’ commitment and willingness.

o __Are the parents/guardians still willing to accept the safety plan? Are they

cooperative with providers? Do they understand the need for the safety plan?
e Facilitating communication.

o Is everyone involved in the safety plan well informed about expectations,
progress, barriers, etc.? Is there open communication between CPS, the family,
and safety service providers? Do safety plan participants and providers keep CPS
informed? Does CPS have to mediate and resolve any problems about participant
roles or expectations?

e Continuing to assess safety.

o Is impending danger still apparent? Are threats changing? What affects them?

Are there new threats? Can intrusion be reduced? Should different services or

providers be installed? Can the family assume more responsibility?
e Revising the safety plan.

o Do changes regarding impending danger or parent/guardian protective
capacities prompt revisions to the safety plan? Do these changes require more
intrusion? Do they require less intrusion? Are services and providers available
and accessible to have an immediate impact?
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In-Home Safety Management

The CPS professional must continuously review and evaluate the adequacy of an in-home
safety plan. Information gathered from the parents/guardians, child, relatives, like-kin, and
service providers are used to evaluate and confirm child safety by:

e Ensuring that the services put in place continue to control identified impending
danger threats.

e Ensuring that the commitments by the family and providers remain intact.

e Determining whether previously identified impending danger threats have been
eliminated or if the severity has been reduced or increased.

¢ Determining if new safety threats have emerged.

e The safety plan is revised and documented in eWiSACWIS when contacts,
observations, and gathered information indicate positive or negative changes
related to parent/guardian protective capacities or impending danger threats to
child safety. New safety threats may require a new safety analysis and
modifications to the safety plan.

Documentation

Information related to the requirements of safety management must be documented
monthly at a minimum in a case note and if impending dangers emerge, in the Safety
Analysis and Plan in eWiSACWIS.

Establishing a relationship with the family is fundamental to developing a better understanding
of the dynamics of the family that led to agency intervention and engaging the family in a
change process. Accomplishing this necessitates a high level of contact by the child welfare
professional to collaborate with the family in working toward reducing or eliminating impending
danger at the earliest point possible.

Contact Requirements

The frequency of face-to-face contact is based on the needs of the family as identified in the
safety or Family Case Plan. During Ongoing Services, face-to-face contact is important to
continuously assess safety for the child. To achieve this, it may be necessary to occasionally
conduct unannounced face-to-face contacts or, when appropriate, visits with the child should be
alternated between the child’'s home and another community setting (e.g. daycare, school
counseling appointment). In these instances, the face-to-face contact should occur in a manner
consistent with the purpose of the home visit and respectful of the child and parents/quardians

involved in the contact. Transparency is fundamental to respect and engagement of the family
particularly when unscheduled face-to-face contact is used.

—Variations of face-to-face contacts
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Effective use of child welfare professional contacts supports the family to move forward in
achieving safety. Progress and change related to enhancing parent/quardian protective
capacities are the essential concern. Documentation of the contact should reflect the child
welfare professional’s actions in working with the family, child, and providers to ensure safety.

Frequency of Face-to-Face Contact

Face-to-face contacts must focus on the safety, permanence, and well-being needs of the
child and be sufficient to address the requirements of safety planning and goals of the
Family Case Plan. The agency ensures that the child welfare professional (or designee)
have twice per month contact with the parent/guardian and children, at a minimum, due a
safety plan being in place, unless the plan indicates the need for more frequent contact.

Documentation

The child welfare professional must document both completed and attempted face-to-
face contacts with parents/quardians and the child in eWiSACWIS as a case note. The
note must include, at a minimum, the following information:

e Date, time, and duration of the visit.

e Participants involved.

e Location of the visit.

e Type of contact.

e Purpose and summary of the results of the contact.

In addition, at least one case note a month must include the following information:

e The status and an evaluation of impending danger; the sufficiency, feasibility, and
sustainability of the safety plan and any needed revisions.

e Areview of safety service actions and timeframes; a discussion of issues
requiring resolution or clarification with safety service providers; the commitment
of providers to remain involved in the safety plan; and, whether family members
understand and agree with their role in the safety plan.

The progress towards meeting goals of the Family Case Plan, including information about
whether family members understand their role in the change process; the
parents/quardians’ engagement and involvement in the change process; and any
increase/enhancement in protective capacities that would mitigate identified safety
threats.
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Locating and Involving Non-Household Parents, Relatives, and Like-kin

Locating and involving non-TFo-understand-changes-and-needs-of the family, the child- welfare

7
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household parents, relatives, and like-kin is valuable when a child remains in the family home.

Diligent efforts to search for non-household parents should be ongoing for a child who remains
in the home as they have the potential to be a valuable resource throughout the child’s life.
Parents/guardians have specific rights regarding their child that must be protected when
intervention occurs. Relatives and like-kin have the ability to be a less formal resource for the
child and a permanent connection that will last beyond the child’s involvement in the child
welfare system. Therefore, relative searches should continue until the child welfare professional
believes that the child’s needs have been met or could be met by the relatives and like-kin who
have been located.
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Non-household parent, relative, and like-kin searches should include, but are not limited to the
following actions:

e If the parents/quardians of the child can be identified and is available, ask them to
identify and provide the whereabouts of the non-household parent, relatives and like-kin
connections.

e When appropriate, ask the child to identify and provide information about their relatives
and like-kin connections.

As family involvement progresses continuing efforts to search may consist of:

Requirements

When one or both of the child’'s parents’ whereabouts are unknown, the agency must
make both continuous and diligent efforts to locate and engage the non-household parent
in the case planning process when it is likely the child will be placed in out-of-home care.

In the above circumstances, if a parent/quardian continues to refuse to provide any
information about a non-household parent or other relatives, the child welfare
professional must consult with the agency’s legal counsel to determine the
appropriateness of seeking a court order to obtain the information.

For additional information, refer to “l ocating Non-Household Parents, Relatives, and Like-
kin” on page 164.

Child welfare professionals must continue to maintain confidentiality as required by law
about the identity and circumstances of the child and family with whom they are working.

e Continuing to ask the parents/guardians and child about relatives and like-kin.

e Referencing Appendix Il, “Identification and Engagement Tools for Locating Non-
Household Parents, Relatives and Like-kin” on page 262.

e Using tools such as a connectedness map or mobility map with the child to illicit
additional names of relatives and like-kin.

e Checking the family’'s agency record, including eWiSACWIS, for non-household, relative,
and like-kin parent identification and whereabouts.

e Checking the Department of Children and Families, Bureau of Child Support’s KIDS
system for identification or location of a non-custodial parent or alleged father.

e Consulting the identified Indian child’s tribe for information on non-household parents
and alleged fathers.

e Asking the reporter of a child abuse and neglect referral received by Access.

e Asking the school the child attends or previously attended to see if there are additional
emergency contacts listed.

e Checking the CARES system records if your agency has an information sharing
agreement with your local CARES agency. CARES issues Wisconsin Works (W-2), Food
Share, Medicaid, and childcare benefits.
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e Contacting neighbors at a last known address to see if they have current location
information.

e Websites that provide criminal history information or incarceration status can be helpful

to identify addresses or contact information for individuals if they have been justice-
involved. The focus when using these websites for relative searches should be

promoting relationships, connections, and gathering information about a child’s family

network and support system. A list of search websites is in Appendix 2, “Identification

and Engagement Tools for Locating Non-Household Parents, Relatives, and Like-kin.”

Evaluating and Revising the Safety Plan

The Safety Analysis and Plan must be evaluated in collaboration with the
parents/quardians and safety service providers. The safety plan is revised and
documented in eWiSACWIS when contacts, observations, and gathered information
indicate pasitive or negative chanqges related to parent/quardian protective capacities or

Pecanmentation threats to child safety.

W@mn%hw@mmmwmmw
. d dikerkin in the eWiSACWIS case record.

Evaluating safety is a continuous process of tracking and adjusting. Assessing safety
must be routine in all contacts with children, families, and providers.

Evaluating the Safety Plan
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Achieving Safety,-Stability,-and Permanence

preteetwe—semeestkstemmmattenheereumstmee&optypeeiease{very Chl|d is expected
to have a safe—stable and permanent home pr|or to case closure Whenwerkmgwthiammes

For childrena child who remainremains in their home with an in-home safety plan, the agency
ensures permanence by assisting the family to enhance parentalparent/guardian protective
capacities and eliminate or diminish threats to child safety. Additionally, while the child welfare
professional assists families in making sustainable changes, the child welfare professional
works with the family to establlsh Iastlng resources and a support network consrstlng of formaI
and mformal support : :

parenta40arent/quard|an protective capacmes are enhanced or there is an absence of threats to

a child’s safety, the family can safely exit the child protective services system.

Prior to-case closure, the agency must facilitate a process to engage family members, service
providers, and informal supports in developing a plan for identifying and meeting child and
family needs after agency involvement has ended.

The first safety-interventionresponsibility-at case-closureistheAn updated safety assessment-

The-assessment must include information concerning the absence or presence of impending
danger threats.

The secondresponsibility-assesses-caregiverParent/guardian protective capacitieswhich must

be sufficient to protect against threats that continue to exist or might emerge. The
caregiverparent/guardian must understand his/hertheir role and act effectively in histhertheir
protective capacity.
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Closure

Planning for Safe Closure

The agency child welfare professional must ensure that the transition to closure is
communicated to everyone involved.

Safe closure is achleved by
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Documentation

Closure and the termination of all plans (family interaction, safety, family case plan) must be
documented in the eWiSACWIS case record and approved by a supervisor or their designee
within 30 working days from the date the case closure decision was made by the supervisor
and child welfare professional. Documentation must include:

e A reassessment of child safety.

e The rationale for the decision to close.

e A description of the closure process with the family and service providers, including the
family’s plan for meeting future service needs.

Additional requirements when a family will no longer accept services:

e A reassessment of child safety.

e Agency efforts to continue to provide services. If the safety assessment indicates a child
in the family is not safe, this must include efforts to request a petition to the court to order
services.

e The reason for closure.

e A copy of a letter to the parent/guardian indicating what actions the agency has taken or
will take and other resources available to the family.

When a child is an Indian child, a letter must be sent to the Indian child’s tribe indicating the
family’s case has been closed, and a copy of the letter must be maintained in the family’s
record.

Safety at Case Closure

CPS must determine that a home is safe at closure. Making a determination of safety
includes:

e A formal safety assessment of impending danger threats.
e Reassessing parent/guardian protective capacities.
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Early Dismissal of Dispositional Order

It is the responsibility of the child welfare professional to initiate additional court actions
throughout the case process unless the family is receiving in-home services voluntarily. When
a determination is made that a family is no longer in need of court ordered CPS services, a
request must be submitted to the court for early dismissal of the dispositional order. A
dismissal order must be signed by the judge before a family can be closed by the agency.

A family may not be closed if there is an active CHIPS order. Any decision regarding early
dismissal or case closure shall be made in consultation with the agency’s legal counsel.

Case Closure Orders under Wis Stats. ss. 48.355(4g) & 938.355(4g)

Chapter 48 or 938 court orders can allow the juvenile court to enter or modify a family court
order and terminate the juvenile court order. The juvenile court only has the authority to enter
or modify the family court order after the dispositional order is entered and if the child is or
will be placed with a parent via the orders. The juvenile court may determine paternity, legal
custody, periods of physical placement, visitation rights, or child support and parental
obligation for health care expenses. Subsequent modifications to the court order would occur
in family court.
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CHILD WELFARE IN-HOME CASESCASE TYPES

General Information

Introduction
Information from an initial-assessmentlnitial Assessment or the child welfare assessment
process guides decision-making about whether an agency will open a casefamily for engeing
services.0ngoing Services. When children-area child is safe, but the agency determines that
athe child requires specific services; and formal ongoing child welfare case management by the

agency-epens-, the agency may open a child welfare case. Agencies-are-notrequired-to-open

these cases-unless-achild-is-in-need-of anout-of-home placement, butifWhen a decision is
made to serve the famlly, in this Standardsnuatlon this standard applles IhlSStanda;d%ﬂet

Child welfare cases invelve providingprovide support and services to a family. The child welfare

professional focuses on assessing the familyforfamily’s strengths and needs, managing-safety;
achieving-permanence;-stability,connecting the family to resources and well-beingservices, and

attaining safe case closure. The primary focus of agency intervention is the provision of child
and family support and services rather than safety intervention focused on enhancement of
parent/caregiverguardian protective capacities. These casesfamilies may be court ordered or
voluntary.

Safety intervention for in-home child welfare casesfocusescase types focus on confirming that
children-remainthe child remains safe and protected from abuse and neglect. Although child
safety is not the reason for agency intervention, it is important to understand there may be
times during-the life of acase-when family dynamics and functioning change resulting in an
unsafe child. At this point, a-case-becemesthe family would transition to a child protective
services case type and cannot be served under this Standardstandard.
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Ongoing case management for in-home child welfare cases-addresses-case types address
family needs by providing services, supports, and treatment or by linking the family with external
community services. The goal of intervention is to increase the likelihood that the child will
continue to remain in the home-witheut furtherageney-invelvement.. Agency involvement with
in-homechild welfare cases-is purposeful, and outcome focused. CasecutcomesGoals should
be identified and agreed upon by both-the child- welfare professional-and family-Discussion
aboutcase closure between the child welfare professional and family beginsand discussion
about closure should begin at the first contact-with-the family.

Applicability

This standard applies when an Initial Assessment or a child welfare assessment concludes
that a child is safe, and the parent/quardian is unable or needs assistance to care for or
provide necessary treatment or services for the child. The agency may provide Ongoing
Services for the following reasons:

e A family needs child welfare services.
e An agency and family agree to the provision of in-home services.

This standard cannot be used when the agency determines a child is unsafe. The agency
must use the Child Protective Services Out-of-home Case Types standards (page 37) when
there is an impending danger and insufficient caregiver protective capacities to protect a
child from threats. Additionally, if the agency becomes aware of alleged maltreatment or
present or impeding danger threats to child safety, immediate action to control for child
safety must be taken including a report to Access, if warranted.

Agencies must ensure all actions of agency staff or contracted providers comply with this
standard.
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All Requirements

Requirements

Family Case Plan

Each family formally served must have a Family Case Plan developed in accordance with the
CPS In-Home standards, except for the standards related to safety planning, which do not
apply. Please refer to page 20 for requirements of a Family Case Plan. This includes:

e Planning and developing goals with the Child and Family

e (Case assessment

e Plan documentation in the Family Case Plan (DCF-F-2828 E)

e Additional requirements when the child is an Indian child

e Content in evaluating the Family Case Plan

e FEvaluating and updating the Family Case Plan

e Required timelines for document completion

e Obtaining required signatures following supervisor approval

The use of Family Teaming can promote a collaborative approach to developing the Family
Case Plan.

Documentation
Requirements of the in-home child welfare case type must be documented in the Family Case
Plan (DCF-F-2828 E) in the family eWiSACWIS record and approved by a supervisor or their

designee.

Documentation of Face-to-Face Contacts

The child welfare professional or designee must document both completed and attempted
face-to-face contacts with parents/quardians and the child in eWiSACWIS as a case note. The
note must include, at a minimum, the following information:

e The date, time, and duration of the visit or attempted visit.
e The participant(s) involved.
e The location of the visit.
e The type of contact.
e The purpose and summary of the results of the contact including:
o Review and evaluate the child’s safety to ensure conditions have not changed
in the household that would make the child unsafe.
o Progress in the Family Case Plan parent/guardian.
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o__Understanding of the Family Case Plan (parent knows what is expected in
terms of following through with their part of the Family Case Plan).

Early Dismissal of Dispositional Order

When there is a CHIPS court order, the child welfare professional is responsible for initiating
additional court actions throughout involvement with the family. When a determination is
made that a family is no longer in need of court-ordered services, a request must be
submitted to the court for early dismissal of the dispositional order and signed by the judge
before a family can be closed by the agency.

A request to file for early dismissal shall be done in consultation with the agency’s legal
counsel.

Case Closure

Closure for in-home child welfare case types is appropriate when there is no court ordered
and child welfare services are no longer needed, the family declines further intervention, or
the family is not engaged in services, provided there is no court order.

CHILD PROTECTIVE SERVICES OUT-OF-HOME CASESCASE TYPES

General Information

Out-of-Heme Child-Protective-Services-caseshome CPS case types involve an unsafe child
where impending danger is controlled through an out-of-home placement. A-thorough

a 3 aa ‘aYa ala ‘aVa a O \A aldalda

Fundamental Intervention Responsibilities of the Child Welfare Professional:

e Evaluating the existing safety plan developed during initial assessment/investigation.
e Managing child safety through continuous assessment, oversight, and adjustment of

needs which directs services to address threats to child safety.

e Measuring progress related to enhancing parent/caregiverguardian protective capacities
and eliminating safety related issues.

¢ Achieving timely permanence-ferallcases.
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The Assessment and Planning Process

Applicability — Out-of-home Child Protective Services Case Types

This standard applies when the Initial Assessment process concludes that a child is unsafe
and ongoing services are needed to control impending danger through an out-of-home
placement.

Agencies must ensure all actions of agency staff or contracted providers comply with this
standard.

This assessment and planning process adheres to the requirements set forth in the Federal
Adoption Safe Families Act (ASFA) for addressing threats to child safety, permanence, and well-

being in plans. The process supports an integrated child protective services system by building
on information gathered during the

empower parents-ercaregivers/guardians in protecting and caring for their childrenchild in the
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future without agency involvement. The plan may identify several types of goals including

enhancing parent/quardian protective capacities, improving child educational, physical, or
behavioral health needs, and achieving permanence. More importantly, plans include long-term
planning for the family and providers.
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The four distinct components of the assessment and planning process include:

o:1. Preparing for Assessmentassessment

0:2. Introducing the Change Processchange process
3. Determining what must change

04. Developing the Permanency Plan

Preparing for Assessment

Preparing for the assessment process begins prior to the case-transition staffing. Being familiar
with case-information assists the child welfare professional in fully understanding impending
danger, diminished parent-ercaregiver/guardian protective capacities, and supports the child
welfare professional during intervention with the family. A review of case-information includes,
but is not limited to:

e All assessments and evaluations.

e Any current or pertinent historical planning documentation.
e Any court related documentation, if available.

e Safety Analysis and Plan.

e Confirming Safe Environments documentation.

Introducing the Change Process

Throughout engeing-CRS-Servicesinvolvement with the family, the child welfare professional
attempts-to-engageengages the family in a change process that ultimately leads to safe case
closure. -This means familiesthe family will have the opportunity to reflect on their experience
with the agency and ask questions as-well-asto understand what to expect next in the process.

54



Timeframe for Initial Contacts

The child welfare professional must have face-to-face contact within seven (7) working days
of the transition staffing with the parent/guardian and child, unless a safety plan dictates
more immediate contact. Within this timeframe the child welfare professional must
communicate with safety plan participants and providers to:

e Provide the child welfare professional’s name and contact information.

Elicit understanding regarding the reason for the safety plan.

Clarify everyone’s role in the safety plan with respect to ensuring child safety.
Confirm the initial Family Interaction Plan is working.

Confirm continued commitment and ability to remain actively involved in meeting the
expectations of the safety plan.

55




The initial contact with the family is to introduce the child welfare professional, explain both the
changing role of the agency and the assessment and planning process. Whenever possible, the
first face-to-face contact with the family should occur in the family’s home and include the
entire household. In families where domestic violence has been identified or is suspected, the
agency should assess whether scheduling family meetings will jeopardize the safety of a family
member or any other participant including agency staff.

EamilvInteraction during Onaoina. Servi

When children-area child is in out-of-home care, family interaction is an opportunity to maintain,
establish, and promote parent-child and sibling relationships and should occur as frequently as
possible. It is also an opportunity for parents-orcaregiversthe parent/guardian to evaluate their
own parenting capacities and gain knowledge of new practices and views about parenting.

Family Interaction during Ongoing Services
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Requirements for the Family Interaction Plan

The agency is responsible for ensuring initial face-to-face family interaction occurs within five
(5) working days of the child(ren)'schild’s placement in out-of-home care.

The agency shall, no later than 60 calendar days after placement, establish and document a
family-interaction-planFamily Interaction Plan that outlines the anticipated interaction for the
child with parents/guardians, siblings, and other identified participants.

Frequency

Facilitating face-to-face family interaction is the responsibility of the agency and must occur
weekly, at a minimum.

When siblings are not placed together, sibling face-to-face interaction must occur monthly, at
minimum. Additionally, ehildrena child shall have other family interaction (e.g., telephone
calls, letters, etc.) with their parentsparent/guardian weekly.

Additional Requirements

e Family interaction can only be prohibited by the agency if a court finds continued
contact is not in child’s best interests.

e Family interaction can be decreased or suspended if there is evidence that the contact
is contrary to the safety of the child{ren) and this information is documented in the
case record.

e Family interaction cannot be used as a punishment, reward, or threat for a child.

e The agency cannot restrict or suspend family interaction as a means to control or
punish a parent/guardian for failure to work with_the agency or community providers
or to comply with conditions of the case or Permanency Plan.

e The out-of-home care provider cannot prohibit family interaction.

Documentation
The family-interaction-planFamily Interaction Plan and content must be documented in the
eWiSACWIS Family Interaction section.

For additional information, refer page 173157, “Family Interaction forChild-Protective
Services Cases-When a Child is in Out-of-Hemehome Care.”
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When a child is in out-of-home care, engagement and assessment should enhance the family’s
understanding of the impact of placement on the child and the need for timely permanence.

Engagement During the Change Process
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Engagement During the Change Process Requirements

The child welfare professional begins to discuss permanence with families-the child and

family prior to filing the initial Permanency Plan. -These discussions with-the child-and family
must incorporate the following topics:

e Full disclosure of the parents’-ercaregivers’/quardians’ rights and responsibilities
throughout the Ongeoing-Servicesagency involvement and court processes with an
emphasis on the temporary state of out-of-home care and the emotional and
developmental impact of out-of-home care on childrena child.

e The value of maintaining family interaction.

e The purpose for involvement of the non-custedialhousehold parent, relatives, like-kin
and informal supports as resources for the child and family. For Additienaladditional
information, refer to page 182164, “Locating Non-Custedial Parent/Household
Parents, Relatives, and Like-kin.”

e AA full disclosure review of ASFA timelines and possible outcomes-orconseguences;
full disclosure.

e Therole of an out-of-home care provider.

o Including, but not limited to reasonable and prudent parenting decisions to
ensure the child has regular opportunities to engage in age and
developmentally appropriate activities.

e If applicable, the need for compliance with Active Effoertsactive efforts for eligible
Indian children as defined in ICWA/WICWA. This includes:

o Requesting the tribal agency to assist in evaluating the case, inviting
representatives of the Indian child’s tribe to participate in custody
proceedings at the earliest point, notifying and consulting extended family
members to provide structure -and support to the child and
parents/caregiversparent/guardian.

o  Providing family interaction.

o Offering and employing all available family preservation strategies.

o Offering and actively assisting familiesthe family in accessing community
resources.

o Monitoring progress and-client participation in services provided.

o  Seeking alternative ways of addressing identified needs when services are
unavailable-ernenexistent.

For additional ICWA/WICWA information and requirements, refer to the BCFAppendix 1:
Wisconsin Indian Child Welfare Act Desk-Aid-in-Appendix},Resources on page 289261.
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Determining What Must Change

An important safety intervention responsibility is the evaluation of caregiverparent/guardian
protective capacitycapacities since impending danger is controlled by the safety plan.
Information from the initial assessment lays the foundation for considering
caregiverparent/guardian protective capacities that are enhanced and those that are
diminished. Throughout the assessment process, the child welfare professional clarifies and
gathers additional information and collaborates with parentsparent/guardians, relatives, like-kin
informal supperts;-and formal supports to understand and gain consensus about the changes
necessary to achieve a safe,stable; and permanent home.

The Assessment Process

Based on information discovered throughout the assessment process, the child welfare

professional and parents-orcaregivers-continue-with-discussions-about-a/quardians continually

discuss the change strategy tewhich will result in a safe household.

This process includes:

e Gathering and assessing information in the following areas:
o Whether a child has Indian heritage in accordance with the Indian Child Act/WI Indian

Child Welfare Act (ICWA/WICWA) and if steps have been taken to notify and involve
the Indlan Chl|d s tribe.

Child functioning and well-being

(©]

o Adult functioning {physical/emotional/behavioral-functioningete)-

o Parenting practices {discipline/approachtoparenting/expectations, etc)-
o Family functioning {current
(]
(]
O

Current service provision-individuals
Individuals the child and family identifiesidentify as supports and resources;social
Social activities)-

¢ Sharing information with childrenthe child and familiesfamily to:

o Identify family strengths, supports, and existing parent/caregiverguardian protective
capacities that contribute to child protection. Understand what
parents/caregiversparent/guardian identify as strengths about themselves as
individuals and in their caregiving role.

o Examine the relationship between diminished parent/caregiverguardian protective
capacities and impending danger.

o Determine the family’s perception and level of agreement with the child welfare
professional regarding diminished protective capacities and impending danger.

o Assess if parents/caregivers-areparent/quardian is ready, willing, and able to
consider necessary change related to diminished protective capacities.

o lIdentify the needs and strengths of childrenthe child and

parents/caregiversparent/guardian and identify ways in which
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parents/caregiversparent/guardian can be involved in meeting the needs of their
childrenchild or how the needs will otherwise be met.

o Determine whether any professional evaluations {i-e-mentalhealth;medical:
educational)-are needed for the child or parents/caregiversparent/quardian to inform
caseplan-servicesservice needs.

o Determine with the family the most logical place to begin focusing on change, setting
goals and identifying potential service options.

o Confirm impending danger is controlled and managed with a sufficient, feasible, and
sustainable safety plan.

o Ensure the child has opportunities to engage in age and developmentally appropriate
activities following the Reasonable and Prudent Parent Standard.

o If applicable, determine with the family the need for any remedial services and
rehabilitation programs required under s. 48.028(4)(d)2, Stats. in an effort to prevent
the breakup of the Indian family.

Gathering and assessing information about the functioning of the out-of-home care

provider in relation to the specific child placed in their care through the CANS tool under
the “Current Caregiver” in the following areas:

o Supervisions

Problem Solving

Involvement with the child’'s care

Parenting knowledge

Empathy with the child

Organization

Social resources

Physical health, mental health, substance use, or other possible disability
Family stress

Cultural congruence

O |0 |0 [0 |0 |0 |0 |0 |o

The child welfare professional must use information from the assessment of the child,

the child’s family, and the child’s out-of-home care provider to:

o Evaluate the match between the knowledge, skills, and abilities of an out-of-home
care provider and the needs and strengths of the child.

Assist in the development of services and supports needed for a specific child and the

out-of-home care provider to promote the stability of the placement.
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Developing the Permanency Plan

When a casefamily is opened ferongeing-services,casein Ongoing Services, goals focus on
enhancing parent/caregiverguardian protective capacities to eliminate impending danger so the

family can adequately manage child protectionsafety without intervention. The Permanency
Plan serves as a tool for communicating with parents/caregivers,childrenthe parent/quardian,
child, their family members, like-kin, court parties, and other individuals involved in providing
supports and services to the family.

The child welfare professional is responsible for overseeing the implementation of the
Permanency Plan and working with parents/caregiversguardians to facilitate change and
identify steps toward establishing a safe and permanent home. Managing the Permanency Plan
and change strategies involves ensuring the plan targets goals associated with enhancing
dlmlnlshed careglver protectlve capacmes and achieving permanence. The-RPermanency-Plan
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Planning and Developing Goals with the Child and Family

The team must determine the order in which diminished parent/caregiverguardian
protective capacities are addressed in the plan.- If the child is 14 years of age or over and
has been in out-of-home care for six months, the Permanency Plan must be developed in
consultation with the youthchild and two other individuals selected by the yeuthchild who
are not the yeuth’schild’s child welfare professional or festerparent-out-of-home care
provider. The agency may reject-a-person-selected-by-the youth-if the-agency-hasdecide
based upon good cause-to-believe, that thea person weuldidentified by the child may not
act in the best interestsinterest of the youth—This and therefore ask the youth to select an
alternative person.

The planning process-with-the-family includes:

O

Identifying behaviors needing change and the behaviors to be demonstrated and

sustained to achievemaintain safety without agency involvement.

Developing behaviorally stated, measurable goals related to enhancing

parents/caregiversparent/guardian protective capacitycapacities that are phrased in

the family’s own terminology.

Confirming specific needs and strengths for childrenthe child and parentsor

caregiversparent/quardian and how those needs will be addressed.

Identifying supports and change strategies to assist the family in achieving stability

and safe case closure.

Ensure the child has opportunities to engage in age and developmentally appropriate

activities following the Reasonable and Prudent Parent Standard.

Identifying services and activities that are acceptable, accessible, and appropriately

matched withto what must change.

Ensuring goals establish a sufficient behavioral benchmark for evaluating change

including determining permanence goals, need for concurrent goals, and establishing
plan to achleve permanence for the child.

Child welfare professionals must also identify, locate, and involve absentnon-
household parents and relatives as resources for permanency options for children.
For additional information, refer to “Locating Non-Custedial-Parent/Household
Parents, Relatives, and Like-kin,” page 182164.

Child welfare professionals must also use, if applicable, planning to ensure continued
Active Effortsactive efforts as defined in ICWA/WICWA for an eligible Indian
childrenchild.
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Case-Assessment and Permanency Plan Documentation

All-case assessment and plan requirements must be documented in-the RPermanency
Plan-no later than 60 days from the date of removal in the eWiSACWIS Permanency Plan
(DCF-F-CFS2132-E). -AfterWithin the same 60-day timeline the Permanency Plan must
receive supervisory approval, a copy of the plan must be filed with the court in-cut-of-

home-care-cases—Itwillalseand be provided to parents/caregivers,guardians, the Indian
child’s tribe(s), indiancustodians,-and-children-atleasttwelve yearsand the child if 12

and older.

The following requirements must be documented in the Permanency Plan:

General person management easeinformation to ensure easerecord is current

Ch||d functioning, adult functioning, parent functlonlng, parentlng practlces and
family functioning information.

Criteria based goals (focused on diminished caregiver protective capacities that are
behaviorally stated, understandable to the family, specific, and measurable).
Services for the child and family.

Safety assessments, plans, and conclusions.

Removal information and circumstances including reasonable efforts to prevent
removal.

For an Indian child, active efforts made to prevent the break-up of the Indian family
and efforts to engage the tribal child welfare professional in the assessment and
development of the case-plan.

Placement information, location and placement history.

Efforts made to comply with the Indian Child Welfare Act/Wisconsin Indian Child
Welfare Act (ICWA/WICWA) placement preferences under SWis. Stat. s. 48.028(7) for
Indian children.

The results of the CANS tool.

Determination of appropriateness of placement in a facility certified as a Qualified
Residential Treatment Program (QRTP) as required in the Out-of-Home Care
Placement in Settings Certified as Qualified-Residential Treatment Programs
{QRTP)QRTP policy, when applicable.

Permanence goals with supporting information.

The child’s health summary.

The child’s educational summary.

The child’s ongoing opportunities to engage in age or developmentally appropriate
activities following the Reasonable and Prudent Parent Standard.

The family-interactionplanFamily Interaction Plan (For additional information, refer to
page 175157 “Family Interaction-ferChild-Protective Services- Cases When a Child is
in Out-of-Hoemehome Care”).

For an Indian child, active efforts made to provide-natural-and unsupervised family
interaction in the most natural setting that can ensure the Indian child's safety, as
appropriate to the goals of the Indian child's permanenecy-planPermanency Plan,
including arrangements for transportation and other assistance to enable family
members to participate in that interaction.

Compliance with Neaticenotice requirements under Wis. Stat. s. 48.028(4)(a).

65




¢ Independent living services, when applicable.

Considerations for Expectant or Parenting Youth Who Are Placed in Out-of-
Homehome Care

Expecting or parenting youth is defined as any child under age 21 who is placed in out-of-
home care and is expecting a child or currently parenting a child. This includes both
mothers and fathers.

For all expectant or parenting youth who are placed in out-of-home care, a permanency
planPermanency Plan must:
e Include a list of the services to be provided to or on behalf of the youth to ensure that

the youth is prepared {in-the case of a pregnantyouth)orand able {inthe caseof a
parentingyouth)-to be a parent;and-.

e Describe the child’s out-of-home care prevention strategy for any child born to the

expectlng or parentlng youth in out-of-home care.
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Additional Requirements When the Child is an Indian Child

The following must also be documented in the Permanency Plan when the child is an
Indian child:

e The name, address, and telephone number of the Indian child’s parent, Indian
custodian, and Indian child’s tribe.

e A description of the active efforts offered under Wis. Stat. s. 48.028(4)(g). To provide
remedial services and rehabilitation programs-effered unders-48.028(4)(2) Stats. in
an effort to prevent the breakup of the Indian family.

e A statement as to whether the Indian child’s placement is in compliance with the
order of placement preferences under Wis. Stat. s. 48.028(7)(b) Stats—or, if
applicable, Wis. Stat. s. 48.028(&){(7)(c)-Stats- and, if the placement is not in
compliance with that order, a statement as to whether there is good cause, as
described in Wis. Stat. s. 48.028(7)(e)-Stats;), for departing from that order.

For additional ICWA/WICWA information and requirements, refer to the BCE-Wisconsin
Indian Child Welfare Act Desk-AidResources in Appendix 11, page 289264.

Reaching Consensus on the Permanency Plan

If agreement or consensus cannot be reached with the family at the conclusion of the planning
process, the child welfare professional develops Permanency Plan goals and services to have the
most impact on enhancing parent/caregiverguardian protective capacities. The supervisor and
child and family team members must be consulted te-assist-orofferadvice-aboutin developing
goals.

GhildThe child welfare professionalsprofessional then inferminforms the
parents/caregiversguardians of the Permanency Plan decisions-made-as-aresultof thefailureto
reach-agreement, as well as of the agency's continuing responsibility for child safety. Additionally,

the child welfare prefessionalsprofessional must inform the parents/caregivers-parent/caregiver
of the consequences of not cooperating with the plan:
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Permanency Plan,

L
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The child welfare professional should make every effort to engage non-household
parents/guardians in case planning. Update the Permanency Plan to reflect the non-household
parent/quardian’s perspective. For more information on the requirements when revising the
Permanency Plan, see page 65.

Managing Safety During Ongoing Services

The essential safety intervention responsibility during service provision is oversight of the safety
plan. Safety management requires consistent interaction with the child,
parents/caregiversparent/quardian, family members, and people involved in the safety plan.

The purpose of this contact is to ensure the safety plan is being implemented as planned and
that nothing is-hinderinghinders its effectiveness.

Safety management requires vigilance regarding changes in a household or the presence of
individuals that influence impending danger. Safety management activities are subject to
change or adjustment based on parents/caregiverparent/quardian actions.- Safety management
ensures safety activities, actions, and tasks are increased or decreased based on the status of
impending danger and changes in parent/caregiverguardian protective capacities. Revising
safety plans is a high priority to ensure child safety.

Effective management of safety plans include:

e Coordinating safety interventions and guiding tasks, activities, and actions.

o Are the details of the safety plan well understood by everyone involved? -Are
activities occurring as planned without disruption? Are providers and participants
where they are supposed to be at designated times? Are necessary resources
available? Are resources implemented appropriately?

e Evaluating the provision of safety services.

o Are safety services effective? Are participants/providers fulfilling their defined
role in the safety plan? Arechildrenls the child safe? Are services-still available
and accessible at the required level to have an immediate impact on child safety?

e Reassessing parent/caregiverguardian commitment and willingness.

o Arels the parents/caregiversparent/caregiver willing to accept the safety plan?
Are they cooperative with providers? Do they understand the reason for safety
plan implementation?

¢ Facilitating communication.

o _Is everyone involved in the safety plan well informed about expectations,
progress, barriers, etc.? Is there open communication between the child welfare
professional, the family, and safety service providers? Do safety plan participants
and providers keep the child welfare professional informed? Does the child
welfare professional have to mediate and resolve any problems about participant

roles or expectations?
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o Isimpending danger still apparent? Are threats changing? What affects them?
Are there new threats? Can intrusion be reduced? Should different services or
providers be installed? Can the family assume more responsibility?

e Revising safety plan.

o Do changes regarding impending danger or parent/caregiverguardian protective
capacities prompt revisions to the safety plan? Do these changes require more
intrusion? Do they require less intrusion? Are services and providers available
and accessible to have an immediate impact?

Out-of-Home Safety ManagementPlan Requirements

The child welfare professional must continuously review and evaluate the
adeguacyappropriateness of using an out-of-home placement to control for a child’s
safety.- The safety plan is revised and documented in eWiSACWIS when contacts,
observations, and gathered information indicate positive or negative changes related to
parent/caregiverguardian protective capacities or impending danger threats to child
safety. Information gathered from the parents/caregiversparent/provider, child, and out-
of-home care provider is used to:

e Assess if impending danger threats (Appendix!page296)-in the parental

home are in effect.

e Determine ifwhether conditions have changed or can be controlled with the
provision of services to allow the child to return home with a sufficient,
feasible, and sustainable in-home safety plan.

Documentation

Information related to the requirements of safety management must be documented
monthly at a minimum in a case note and if impending dangers emerge, in the Safety
Analysis and Plan in eWiSACWIS.
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Confirming a Safe Environment when Children are placedPlaced in Out-
of-Homehome Care

A child welfare professional places a child in out-of-home care when 1)-threats to child safety
cannot be controlled in the child’s home or-2) a child requires either specific services or
sanctions that cannot be met in the child’'s home or community. OnerespensibilityThe child
welfare professional is responsible, prior to placing a child-is, to assess and confirm the
placement setting is safe for the child. This obligation exists for all placement settings-whether

Assessing for a safe environment is distinctly different from licensing the placement home.
Licensing occurs bi-annually and focuses on specific requirements for the provider and
environment rather than the safety of a specific child in the placement. Therefore, assessing
and confirming a safe environment in placement settings occurs every time a new placement is
considered.

Applicability

This procedure applies when a child is placed in an unlicensed home?, licensed home,

group home, or residential care center.

This procedure does not apply when a child is on a trial reunification, is missing from out-
of-home care, or is placed in the following settings:

Voluntary kinship care home
Juvenile correctional institution
Shelter care facility

Adult correctional facility
Secure detention facility

e Hospital
e Supervised independent living placement

2 Unlicensed home as used throughout these Standards includes relatives and like-kin that are not
licensed.
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Supervisedindependentliving-placementConfirming Safe Environments at the Initiation

of a Child's Placement in an Unlicensed Home

Prior to placement, the child welfare professional or designee must:

e Conduct a home visit to assess and evaluate the safety of the placement setting and
assist the out-of-home care provider in obtaining provisions needed for the care of the
child. This includes discussing expectations and clarifying the role of the out-of-home
care provider and providing information on any issues related to the care of the child.

e Complete a check of law enforcement records or conduct a CCAP check on all
individuals seventeen years of age and older residing in the identified placement
home.

e Conduct a reverse address Sex Offender Registry check.

e Conduct a check of eWiSACWIS records on all individuals seventeen (17) years of age
and older residing in the identified placement home.

If a home visit cannot be made prior to placement the child welfare professional or designee
must have verbal contact at the time the child is placed to assess and evaluate the safety of
the placement setting and assist the out-of-home care provider in obtaining provisions
needed for the care of the child. In this circumstance, an initial home visit must occur within
24 hours (one (1) working day) of the child’s placement.

During the first encounter with a potential out-of-home care provider, the child welfare
professional or designee gathers information to identify and understand placement danger
threats. During initial and subsequent home visits, the child welfare professional interviews
and observes household members and collects data from other sources to make
determinations about placement danger threats and the appropriateness of the placement.

Within five (5) working days following the initial home visit, the child welfare professional or
designee must:

e Conduct a subsequent home visit (a second weekend cannot pass prior to the
subsequent home visit).
e Continue to assess and evaluate safety in the placement setting.
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e Confirm with the out-of-home care provider expectations and their role in the
protective plan, as applicable.
e Discuss any concerns and/or needs related to the care of the child.

Additionally, the child welfare professional or designee must:

e Consider placement danger threats at first encounter and on an ongoing basis with
out-of-home care providers to determine the safety of the placement home (See
Placement Danger Threats, Appendix 3 page 263. If a placement danger threat is
confirmed, the child welfare professional must locate and transition the child to a new
placement immediately.

e Assess the out-of-home care provider's motivation to provide care for the child, view
of the child, and an understanding of the need for the child to be placed in out-of-home
care.

e Assess the child’s reaction to the placement home and the out-of-home care provider.

All potential out-of-home care providers or other household members must be included in the
assessment.

After the determination is made that the placement setting is safe for the child, the child welfare

professional should inform the out-of-home care provider about programs that can help support
the family like kinship care or foster care licensing.
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Confirming Safe Environments at the Initiation of a Child’s Placement in an
Unlicenseda Licensed Foster Home

Prior to placement the child welfare professional or designee must:

Gonducta-home-visit- have verbal contact with the out-of-home care provider to assess and
evaluate the-safety ofin the placement setting-and-assist the caregiverin-obtainingprovisions
needed-forthe-care-ofthe. The child—TFhisincludes-discussing welfare professional or
designee must discuss expectations and clarifyingclarify the role of the out-of-home care
provider and providingprovide information on any issues related to the care of the child.

Within 24 hours (one (1) working day) of placement the child welfare professional or designee
must:

e Conduct a CCAP check on all individuals seventeen years of age and older residing in
the identified placement home.

e Conduct a reverse address Sex Offender Registry check.

e Conduct a check of eWiSACWIS records on all individuals seventeen years of age and
older residing in the identified placement home.

e JfaAssist the out-of-home care provider in setting up whatever provisions are needed
for the care of the child.

A home visit cannetmust be made prierte-within three (3) working days, not to exceed five (5)

calendar days of the initial placement{e-g--an-emergency)the child welfare professionalor
designee-must-have verbal-contact at the time the child-isplaced-. The purpose of the home

visit is to assess and evaluate the safety of the placement setting and assist the caregiverout-
of-home care provider in obtaining provisions needed for the care of the child. la-this
circumstance,an-A second weekend may not pass prior to the initial home visit must
oceurwith the licensed provider.

If a foster home has a Level 3 to 5 certification and has not had placement of a foster child
for 3 or more months and the licensing agency, supervising agency, or placing agency has not
seen the foster parent in the foster home during that time, the licensing agency, supervising
agency, or placing agency shall have an in-person contact with the foster parent in the foster
home before a foster child is placed in the home or within 24 hours efafter the foster child’'s
placement.in the foster home.

During the first encounter with an out-of-home care provider{censidered forplacement), the
child welfare professional or designee gathers information to identify and understand

placement danger threats. During the initial and subsequent home visits_ and monthly face-to-
face contacts, the child welfare professional interviews-and-ebserves family-membersmeets
with the out-of-home care provider and collects data from other sources to make
determinationsa determination about placement danger threats and the appropriateness of
the placement.

Within fiveseven (7) working days following the initial home visit; the child welfare
professional or designee must:

«—Conduct a-subseguentan additional home visit {a-second-weekend-cannot passprior
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e Continueto assess and evaluate safetyfor a safe environment in the placement
setting.

e Confirm with-the out-of-home care previderprovider's expectations and his/hertheir
role in the protective plan,as-applicable.

+—Discuss any issues related to the care of the child-
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o—Genduet—a—heme—v-lsﬁan ongoing basis with the-identified-placementout-of-home care
prowders to assess—and—e#a—tuatedetermme the safety of the piaeemem—semng-

the-childa placement danger threat(s) is confirmed, the ch|Id welfare professmnal of

designee-must: immediately pursue an alternative placement for the child.

+—Conducta-homevisit within-three-working-daysfollowingAssess the initiation-of
placement (a-second-weekend-may-notpasspriorfoster parent’s ability to the-home

o Confirm-with-theprovide care for the child, view of the child; and an understandlnq of

the need for the child to be placed in out-of-home care-provider-expectations-and-their

roleinthe protective plan.

Discuss-any-issuesrelated-to-the-care-of the-child-Assess the child’s reaction to the

foster home and the foster parent

All potential foster parents and other household members in a care giving role must be
included in the assessment. “Household member” means any person living in a foster home,
whether they are/are not related to the foster parent as defined in Ch. DCF 56 Administrative
Code.
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When initiating a placement of the child in foster care, the child welfare professional
mustshould make face-to-face contact with the foster parent. Thisearly face-to-face contact

Assessing for a safe environment in a foster home is a shared responsibility between the
licensing worker and the placing agency child welfare professional. Both child welfare
professionals should work together and share information accordingly to ensure the child is
safe in the placement setting.
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Placement Danger Threats and Placement Decisions

Placement danger threats are-severe-in-nature-and-indicate the unlicensed-orfostercare
placement is an unsafe environment for the child (Appendix V3, page 302263).

e When a placement danger threat(s} is confirmed at the first encounter with the out-of-
home care provider, the child welfare professional must immediately pursue an
alternative placement for the child.

e When a placement danger threat(s) is confirmed for a child currently in placement, the
child welfare professional must immediately begin the process of transitioning the
child to an alternative placement.

 When a placement danger threat is confirmed for a specific child, the child welfare
professional must immediately assess the safety of all-children-any other child in the
home.

To accomplish this, the child welfare professional collaborates with any other child welfare
professionalsprofessional with ehildrena child placed in the home as well as the foster care
coordinator assigned to the out-of-home care provider. If a determination is made that the
placement home is unsafe, the child welfare professional for each child must immediately
transition the child to an alternative placement.

At times, the court may continue a placement despite a confirmed placement danger threat. -In
these situations, a plan should be made to ensure a safe environment for the child and should
be recorded in the Confirming Safe Environments document in eWiSACWIS and the child’s
Permanency Plan.

Use of the Child and Adolescent Needs and Strengths Assessment

The Child and Adolescent Needs and Strengths (CANS) assessment process and tool is used

e Identify the needs and strengths of the child.
e Determine the ability of the out-of-home care provider to meet the child’s needs.
e Evaluate the stability of the placement.
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Current CaregiverOut-of-home Care Provider Child and Adolescent Needs and
Strengths (CANS) Rating of “3”

The child welfare professional uses the Child and Adolescent Needs and Strengths (CANS)
tool to assist in identifying a child's needs and strengths to meet his/hertheir needs and make
the best possible match with a placementfoster home. -This assessment process also
identifies the current caregiver'sout-of-home care provider's needs to support him/herthem in
providing care for the child placed in thetheir home.

e When the child welfare professional rates any area a “3” on the CANS tool for the
“Current Caregiver,” the child welfare professional must reassess placement danger
threats for the child.

Confirming Safe Environments in Group Homes or Residential Care Centers

One of the primary purposes of a group home or residential care center placement is to address
the unique needs of children who require more intensive services than a family setting can
provide. These placement settings offer specialized services in a structured environment for
children and youth with special developmental, therapeutic, physical, or emotional needs.
Services and supervision are provided by staff employed by the group home or residential care
settingcenter. Therefore, evaluating safety of the environment in these settings is different from
in placementfoster homes where specific caregivers are licensed to provide care.

Requirements

Prior to placement, the child welfare professional or designee must evaluate the safety of the
group hemeshome or residential care center by:

e Ensuring the facility has the capacity to meet the child’s needs based on their Child
and-Adolescent Needs-and-Strengths {CANS)CANS score.

e Making a determination with the facility representative that the behaviors of other
children, youth, or adults in the placement setting do not present a concern for the
child’s safety.

e Addressing any additional needs to ensure the child is safe in the placement setting.
Examples include additional or special training for agency staff, rearranging the living
environment, etc.
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At a minimum, the child welfare professional or designee must evaluate and confirm the
safety of the environment in the group home or residential facility-settingcare center every six
(6) months while a child remains in this placement setting.- The child welfare professional or
designee must:

e Confirm the facility has the continued capacity to meet the child’'s needs based on the
current CANS score.

e Evaluate changes in the child’s CANS assessment to determine if this has any
implications for the current facility to meet the child’s needs or the stability of the
placement.

e Confirm with the facility representative that the behaviors of other children, youth, or
adults in the placement setting do not present a concern for the child's safety.

¢ Evaluate the child’s adjustment to and views about the current placement.

When a safety concern is identified for the placed child that involves or may impact the safety
of other children in the placement setting, the child welfare professional must address it by
reporting the information to the appropriate authority (e.g., CPS, child welfare licensing, law
enforcement, etc.).

Risk Management in All Placement Setting TypesSettings

At times, the behaviersbehavior of other minerschildren in the placement setting (e.g. birth or
adoptive children of the placement-out-of-home care providers, other children placed in the
placementhome, children receiving child day care services, etc.) or conditions of the physical
environment may present risk to the child.

The child welfare professional or designee should assess and evaluate the behaviors of other
minerschildren within the home to determine the needs of the child and to assist the
placementout-of-home care provider in meeting identified needs.
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Risk Management Planning

The child welfare professional or designee collaborates with other child welfare professionals
or facility staff to understand the behaviors of other children in the placement setting. -The
following behaviors must be considered to determine if there is a risk to the child:

e Aggressive behaviors - especially children known to have a history of violence.

e Sexually abusive behaviors, including children within the placement setting who
vietimizehave harmed other children physically or sexually.

e Other behavierissuesneeds, including support for mental health, AGDAsubstance

abuse recovery, or otherconcerningrisk related behaviors-such-asfire-setting-ete-.

When risk is identified, a risk management plan must be created to mitigate the risk and
ensure the environment is safe for the child. -Considerations for a risk management plan
include, but are not limited to, the following:

e Additional or special training for placementout-of-home care providers.

e Additional contact by agency or other providers.
e Re-arranging the living environment (changing sleeping arrangements, moving
children to other units in aan RCC, etc.).

Documentation

The child welfare professional must use the “Confirming Safe Environments” template in
eWIiSACWIS to guide and document decision-making related to assessing, evaluating, and
confirming safety in all unlicensed and festercarelicensed out-of-home placements, and in all
group home and residential placements. -Information regarding a safe environment must be
documented in the family eWiSACWIS case-record and approved by a supervisor or
his/hertheir designee fourteen (14) calendar days from the date the placement was made-by

I : ¢ ohild welf focsional
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Establishing a relationship with the family is fundamental to developing a better understanding
of the family dynamics leading to agency intervention and engaging the family in the change
process. Accomplishing this necessitates a high level of contact by the child welfare
professional to collaborate with the family to eliminate impending danger threats and achieve
permanence.

Face-to-face contacts focus on the assessment of safety, permanence, and well-being needs of
the child and family, and must be sufficient to address the requirements of safety plan and
goals of the Permanency Plan. The child welfare agency ensures that the child and
parents/quardians (excluding out-of-home care providers) have monthly face-to-face contact
with the child welfare professional or designee unless the safety plan or licensing requirements
require more frequent contact.

Frequency of Face-to-Face Contact

The frequency of face-to-face contact is based on the needs of the family as identified in the
safety or Permanency Plan. While a child is in out-of-home care, face-to-face contact is
important to continuously assess safety and achieve permanence. It may be necessary to
conduct unannounced or unscheduled face-to-face contact or, when appropriate, visits with the
child should be alternated between the placement location and another community setting-{e-g-
dayecare, school counseling-appointment).. In these instances, the face-to-face contact should
occur in a manner consistent with the purpose of the home visit and is respectful of the child
and parents-ercaregivers/quardians involved. Full disclosure regarding announced and
unannounced contacts should be discussed at the onset of the-case-agency involvement.
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Contact with Parents/CaregiversGuardians
When a child is placed in out-of-home care-is-scughttocontrelimpending-danger, the child

welfare professional or designee must have:

Moenthly a minimum of monthly face- to- face contact,at-a-minimum; with the child’s
parents:/quardians.

Documentation

The child welfare professional must document both completed and attempted face-to-face
contacts with parents/caregiversqguardians and childrenthe child in eWiSACWIS as a case
note. -Thecase note must include, at a minimum, the following information:

Date, time, and duration of the visit.

Participants involved.

Location of the visit.

Type of contact.

e Purpose and summary of the results of the contact.

In addition, at least one (1) case note per month must include the following information:

e The status of impending danger (see Safety Intervention Standards for more information
on impending danger); the sufficiency, feasibility, and sustainability of the safety plan;
and, any needed revisions including an evaluation of impending danger; a review of safety
service actions and timeframes; a discussion of any issues to be resolved or clarified with
safety service providers; the commitment of providers to remain involved in the plan; and
whether family members understand and agree with their role in the safety plan.

e The progress towards meeting goals of the Permanency Plan including information about
whether family members understand the reason for behavioral change and understand
their role in the change process; the parent/guardian’s engagement and involvement in
the change process; and any increase/enhancement in protective capacities that would
mitigate identified threats.

Effective use of child welfare professional contacts supports the work that is done monthly to

move the family forward in achieving a safe and permanent home. Progress and change
related to enhancing parent/guardian protective capacities is the essential concern along
with achieving timely permanence for the child. Documentation of contact must reflect the
child welfare professional’s actions in supporting the family, child, and providers to achieve
timely permanence and safety for the child.

Contacts with the Child

Private, face-to-face contact with a child in out-of-home care is essential because it provides
opportunities for the child to openly discuss adjustment to the placement setting and express
thoughts and feelings about their out-of-home care experience. It also provides the child
welfare professional with opportunities to confirm the safety of the placement setting.
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Unlicensed and Level 1 or 2 Foster Home Placements:
e The child welfare professional or designees must have at least one face-to-face
contact with the child per month.
e More than 50% of these contacts must occur in the child’s out-of-home placement.
o The in-placement visits must occur at least every other month.
Level 3 or 4 Foster Home Placement:
e The child welfare professional or designee must have at least one face-to-face
contact with the child every other week.
e Atleast one contact per month must occur in the child’s out-of-home placement.

When a child is placed more than 60 miles from their parent/quardian, the assigned agency’s
child welfare professional may reduce face-to-face contact to quarterly, if another agency or
facility staff (e.qg. licensing worker, residential staff, treatment foster care worker) maintains
monthly face-to-face contact.

If courtesy supervision is requested from another county or DMCPS and that agency provides
monthly face-to-face contact, the requesting agency is not required to complete face-to-face
contact.

Documentation

The child welfare professional or designee must document both completed and attempted
face-to-face contacts with the child in eWiSACWIS as a case note within 20 working days
after contact or attempted contact.

The note must include, at a minimum, the following information:

e Date, time, and duration of the visit.
e Participants involved.

e Location of the visit.

e Type of contact.

e Purpose and summary of the results of the contact.

In addition, at least one note per month must include the below information:

e Safety: This includes the ongoing assessment of child safety and, if applicable,
community or a child’s behavioral risk(s), including risk to self and risk to others.
Include whether or not the child has had an opportunity to engage in private
communications with the child welfare professional regarding the out-of-home
placement and any other concerns. For parenting youth in out-of-home care, this
section should include a statement regarding the safety of that youth'’s child(ren).

e Permanency: This includes a discussion of tracking progress on achieving outcomes,
adjustment of strategies/intervention(s) when needed, transition planning, family
interaction, life skills development, and for youth aged 14 or older, independent living
needs and goals
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e Status of child’s well-being: A description of the child’s physical health, learning and
development (educational program attendance, progress, and IEP), mental health
needs (emotional development and behavioral functioning), and the child’s ongoing
opportunities to engage in age or developmentally appropriate activities. Describe
how the child is adjusting to the current out-of-home placement; educational setting,
and to service providers.

Contacts with Out-of-home Care Provider

At a minimum the child welfare professional must have monthly face-to-face contact with the
out-of-home care provider.

Contact with the out-of-home care provider focuses on the safety, permanence, and well-
being of the child. This includes:

e FEvaluating the compatibility of the child with the out-of-home provider and other
household members.

e FEvaluating the ability of the out-of-home care provider to meet the needs of the child in
a safe manner.

e FEvaluating the experiences the child has had to regularly engage in age or
developmentally appropriate activities following the Reasonable and Prudent Parent
Standard.

e Discussing any additional support needed by the out-of-home care provider to safely
maintain any child living with the out-of-home provider.

Documentation

The Ongoing Services child welfare professional or designee must document contacts with
the out-of-home care provider in eWiSACWIS as a case note.
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Locating & Involving Non-Household Parents, Relatives, and Like-kin

When a child is placed in out-of-home care and one or both of the child’s

parents/guardians whereabouts are unknown to the agency, the agency must make
continuous efforts to locate and engage them in the planning process. Continued efforts
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to locate and engage non-household parents, caregivers, and relatives must occur
throughout agency involvement with the family.

Documentation

The agency must document all continued efforts to locate and engage non-household
parents, and relatives in a note in the family’s eWiSACWIS record.

For additional information, refer to “Locating Non-Household Parents, Relatives, and Like-
kin,” page 164.
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Nen-custodialparentandNon-household parent, relative, and like-kin searches should include,
but are not limited to the following actions:

e |If the parentorecaregiver(s)parents/quardians of the child can be identified and is
presentavailable, ask him-or-herthem to identify and provide the whereabouts of the
absentnon-household parent-and, relatives_and like-kin connections.

e fWhen appropriate, ask the child to identify and provide the-whereaboutsofthe
absentinformation about their non-household parent-and, relatives_and like-kin

connections.

As the-casefamily involvement progresses,-as-part-of continuing efforts to search may consist
of:

Continue

e to ask the parents/guardians and child about relatives and like-kin.

e Reference Appendix 2, “Identification and Engagement Tools for Locating Non-
Household Parents, Relatives and Like-kin” on page 262.

e Use tools such as a connectedness map or mobility map with the child to illicit
additional names of relatives and like-kin.

e Check the family’s agency record, including eWiSACWIS, for non-custedialhousehold
parent, relative, and like-kin identification and whereabouts.

e Check the Department of Children and Families, Bureau of Child Support’s KIDS system
for |dent|f|cat|on or Iocatlon of a non- custodlal parent or alleged father —(8eeAppend4*

. Consult the @ennﬂedtnbeeﬁamndlan eh+ldchlld s tr|be for |nformat|on on non-custodial
parents and alleged fathers.

e Ask the reporter of a child abuse and neglect referral received by Access.

e Ask the school the child attends or previously attended to see ifthere-are-additional-the

emergency contacts listed-efwhich-the-agency-isunaware.
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e Check the CARES system records, if your agency has an information sharing agreement
with your local CARES agency. -(CARES issues Wisconsin Works (W-2), Food Share,
Medicaid, and Child Care benefits-)

e Contact neighbors at a last known address to see if they have current location
information.

Inaui iails for the.al lative.
e ResearchUtilize CCAP (Consolidated Court Automation Project) at:

circumstances-of the children-and families-with-whom- they-are-working-Websites that
provide criminal history information or incarceration status can be helpful to identify
addresses or contact information for individuals if they have been justice-involved. The
focus when using these websites for relative searches should be promoting
relationships, connections, and gathering information about a child’s family network and

support system. A list of search websites is located in Appendix 2, “Identification and
Engagement Tools for Locating Non-Household Parents, Relatives, and Like-kin.”

Requirements

When the whereabouts of a child placed in an out-of-home care setting is unknown, the
safety and well-being of that child cannot be ensured, and they are vulnerable to and at
risk of additional emotional and physical trauma (e.qg., sexual exploitation, sex trafficking,
drug abuse, or criminal activity). Thus, diligent measures to locate the child, communicate
with critical individuals and agencies involved with the child, and plan for the child’s safe
return must be made

For additional information, refer to page 187, “Children Missing from Out-of-Home Care.”

When a child is considered missing from out-of-home care, the case shall not be closed
solely due to the child’s missing status. Any decision to close a case with an open court
order for a child who has not yet attained 18 years of age, or who has attained 18 years of
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age with an open court order, should be done in consultation with the agency’s legal

counsel.
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Evaluating the Permanency Plan

Three main intervention responsibilities exist when evaluating the Permanency Plan. -First, child
welfare professmnals must measure enhancement of ea;egwerparent/quardlan protective
capacities. ‘ W

Decisions about whether to pursue reunification or another permanence goal within ASFA
timeframes depends on existence of parents/caregiversparent/guardian progress toward

resuming their protective parental role. Evidence-ofachievementofDocumentation should
reflect the family’s progress towards established goals-and-preefthat, as well as how service
providers are providing-forthe family-mustoceur-actively supporting the family’s growth and
needs. Second, CRS-the child welfare professional must determine the suitability of the-safetya
plan, including determining whether intrusiveness of the plan and intensity of services should be
adjusted while also considering whether caregiver responsibility and involvement must be
increased or decreased. Finally, CRS-continually assesses-allplans-while-the child welfare
professional maintainsfocusfocuses on the importance of a safe and permanent living
arrangementsarrangement for the child. The results of Permanency Plan evaluations provide

evidence forthechild- welfare professionalin-orderto-establishdocument whether conditions
exist that support safety,stability; and permanence.

Family engagement is necessary to measure and achieve case progress. Childlt is best practice
for child welfare professionals arecbligated-to involve the family membersand natural supports
in decision-making and ensure full disclosure is maintained with families throughout the
process. Engagement strategies build mutually beneficial partnerships that build and sustain
the family’s interests in, and commitment to; the Permanency Plan. Engagement is necessary
for effective decision-making regarding establishing or changing a permanence goal, evaluating
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progress, and planning transitions. -Engaging-with-a-familyreguires-skill to-ask-difficult
. I i ' andupf g on.

To measure and evaluate progress, child welfare professionals are responsible for

Content

meaningfulquality face-to-face contact as well as other forms of contact with the child,
parents/caregiversparent/guardian, and informal and formal service providers. -Regular and
consistent contact between the child welfare professional and family is necessary to continue
to build a working partnership and develop strong relationships focused on the-safety and
permanency-ofchildren.

When evaluating the Permanency Plan, the child welfare professional uses the goals in the
Permanency Plan as the basis for measuring progress and change related to enhancing
parent/caregiverguardian protective capacities and achieving permanence. -The child welfare

professional gathers information from parents/caregivers,childrenparent/guardian, child, family
team members, and informal and formal service providers to make decisions about:

e The family’s progress toward achieving change and permanence.

e The effectiveness of service delivery related to achieving goals.

e The sufficiency of the safety plan and whether a less intrusive CRS-intervention can be
implemented.

Content in Evaluating the Permanency Plan
The content of the Permanency Plan evaluation must include:

e Updated general person management easelnformatlon to ensure the caserecord is up-

e Acurrent assessment of |mpend|ng danger, the suff|0|ency, feaS|b|I|ty, and sustalnablhty
of the safety plan, and any needed revisions.

e For an Indian child, the efforts made to engage the tribal child welfare professional in the
evaluation of the Permanency Plan.

e An evaluation of the out-of-home care prevention plan for any child born to an expectant
or parenting youth and any updates, as necessary.

e If the child born to an-expectantora parenting youth is an Indian child, the active efforts
made to prevent the break-up of the Indian family.

e Areview of progress in enhancing parent/caregiverguardian protective capacities as
demonstrated by specific, observable, measurable behavioral changes.

e Updated information related to the parent/caregiverguardian’s readiness for change and
their participation in Permanency Plan services and activities; (identifying and
understanding where a parent/guardian is in terms of their acknowledgement/acceptance
of problems and willingness to change).

e Areview and confirmation of the effectiveness of providers, informal supports, services or
other plan strategies.

e A current assessment of child functioning and well-being (education, health, mental
health, and, when applicable, independent living plan).
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e Areview of the child’s participation in regular opportunities to engage in age and
developmentally appropriate activities following the Reasonable and Prudent Parent
Standard.

e Any additional needed changes to the plan.

e Areview of progress in locating and engaging absentnon-household parents, and other
relatives.

e An evaluation and confirmation of the continued safety, stability, and appropriateness of
the placement setting.

+—A review of and continued determination of the appropriateness of placement in a facility

certlfled asa Quallfled Residential Treatment Program (QRTP) when appllcable

Additional Requirements When a Child is an Indian Child

The Permanency Plan evaluation must ensure compliance with Active Effortsactive efforts as
defined by ICWA/WICWA. This includes documentation of the agency’s efforts in the
following areas:

o Reguestinglnvolving the tribal agency te-assistin evaluatingevaluation.
+—|ncluding the case:
e lnvitingrepresentatives-ofindian child’s tribe-te-participate in custody proceedings at the
earliest point.
¢ Notifying and consulting extended family members to provide structure and support to
the child and parents/caregiversparent/quardian.
Providing family interaction, which includes sibling visitation if not placed together.
Offering and employing all available family preservation strategies.
Offering and actively assisting familiesthe family in accessing community resources.
Monitoring progress and client participation in services provided.
Seeking alternative ways of addressing identified needs when services do not exist or are
not available to the family.

The Permanency Plan evaluation must also ensure that the Indian child’s placement complies
with the order of placement preferences under sWis. Stats. 48.028(7)(b) Stats—or, if
applicable, sWis. Stats. 48.028(7)(c)-Stats.). If the placement is not in compliance with
thatthe order of placement preferences, a statement as to whether there is good cause, as
described in s. 48.028(7)(e) Stats., for departing from that order, must be a part of the
evaluation process.

Revising the Permanency Plan
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Revising the Permanency Plan

The Permanency Plan must be revised and documented in eWiSACWIS when an
evaluation indicates or reveals:

e Family conditions or dynamics related to protective capacities or impending
danger change to allow for a more or less restrictive plan.

e More information is learned about child functioning, adult functioning, parenting
practices or family functioning that necessitates a change to the plan to assist the
family in making the needed behavioral changes.

e A change on the CANS identifies additional service needs for the child.

e A change on the CANS identifies that another placement type is more appropriate
to meet the needs of the child, and the current placement is too restrictive.

e The court orders a disposition not consistent with the child’s Permanency Plan.

e An administrative review panel makes a recommendation to change the existing
Permanency Plan and court order.

e When the permanency goal for the child is changed.

e An expecting youth placed in out-of-home care becomes a parenting youth.

The agency must revise the Permanency Plan so that it is consistent with any of the
above circumstances and file it with the court, though a court hearing would not be
required. These court-ordered changes are considered a part of the dispositional order
and thus included in the Permanency Plan. A copy of each revised plan that is filed with
the court must be provided to the child’s parent/guardian, to the child or the child’s
counsel, (i.e. guardian ad litem or public defender), and to the agency’s legal counsel.

Subsequent Permanency Plan

Subsequent Permanency Plans must be reviewed, updated, and provided to all parties, as
required in Wis. Stats. ss. 48.38(5)(d), (5m)(d), 938.38(5)(d) & (5m)(d), five (5) days prior
to the next permanency review or hearing.

The subsequent Permanency Plan must include information about the child and
parent/quardian’s progress from the previous six months and goals for the next six
months.

Timeframe and Documentation

As part of evaluating the Permanency Plan, the child welfare professional must formally
evaluate and document the Permanency Plan no later than six (6) months from the date
of the last Permanency Plan.

Subsequent reviews of the Permanency Plan must be completed within six (6) months of
the last permanency hearing or review. The results of the permanency hearing or review
shall be documented on the eWiSACWIS Permanency Review/Hearing Page.

Requirements must be documented on the Permanency Plan in the eWiSACWIS record
and approved by a supervisor or designee.
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Evaluating progress of goals established in written agreements is a continual process of

tracking and adjusting by the child welfare professional. In order to understand changes and
needs of the family, the child welfare professional uses information obtained from monthly
contacts with children, parents/caregiversthe child, parent/quardian, out-of-home care
providersprovider, collateral contacts, and the child and family team.

Evaluating the Safety Plan

Evaluating safety is a continuous process of tracking and adjusting throughout the
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change process. Assessing safety should be routine in all contacts with the child, family, out-of-
home care and service providers.

Evaluating and Revising the PermanencySafety Plan
The Permanency-Safety Analysis and Plan must be evaluated in collaboration with the

parent/quardian and safety service providers. The safety plan is revised and documented in
eWIiSACWIS when an-evaluation-indicates orreveals:

Family conditions-ordynamicsrelated-to-contacts, observations, and gathered information

indicate changes related to parent/quardian protective capacities or impending danger

An-expecting-youth-placed in out-of-home care-becomes-aparentingyouth:, information

gathered from the parent/guardian, child and out-of-home care provider is used to:

in the parental home are active.

e Determine whether conditions have changed or can be controlled with services to allow
the child to return home with a sufficient, feasible, and sustainable in-home safety plan.
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Modifications to the Safety Analysis and Plan must be approved by a supervisor and

documented in eWiSACWIS.

102




103



104



EvaluatingReconfirming Safe Environments of Unlicensed and RevisinglLicensed Homes

While the Safety-Planchild resides in out-of-home care, the child welfare professional must, at
a minimum, evaluate and confirm the safety of a specific placement every six months or at
the review of the Permanency Plan, whichever comes first.

When-children-are placedinout-The child welfare professional or designee must:

e Conduct a CCAP records check on all individuals seventeen years of- age and older
residing in the identified placement home-care-information-gathered-from.

e Conduct a reverse address Sex Offender Registry check and a CPS records check on
any individual seventeen years of age and older that has moved into the
parents/caregivers—identified placement home since the previous confirmation or
reconfirmation of safety in the placement environment.

Additionally, the child and-welfare professional or designee must:

e Have face-to-face contact with out-of-home care provideris-used-to:(s) to judge the
safety of the placement home by assessing placement danger threats (See Appendix
3, page 263). If a placement danger threat(s) is confirmed, the child welfare
professional must immediately begin the process of transitioning the child to an
alternative placement.

al-the out-of-

: jcescare
Drowder S abllltv to aHewmeet the comblned needs of the ch|Id toreturn-and any other
individuals requiring care in the home-with-a-sufficient feasibleand-sustainable in-

deeumented—m—eW+SAGW-lS-Evaluate chanqes in the child’s most recent CANS

assessment to determine if there are implications regarding the current out-of-home
care provider's ability to meet the child’s needs or the stability of the placement.

e FEvaluate changes in the current out-of-home care provider's CANS assessment to
determine if there are implications regarding the provider’s ability to meet the child’s
needs or the stability of the placement.

e FEvaluate the child’s adjustment to and attitude about the current placement as well as
the child’s overall integration into the placement family.
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Evaluate the current out-of-home care provider regarding the provider’s ability to
support the permanency goal for the child, establish a relationship with the identified
permanent placement for the child, and establish a relationship with the child welfare
professional/agency.
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Reconfirming Safe Environments When Children are Placed in Out-of-home

Agencies may designate the background check functionrequirements to other individuals based
on theirlocal agency policy.- It is the responsibility of the child welfare professional or designee
to utilize the background information to confirm safety in the placement environment for the
child(ren).
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Additional Situations When Reconfirming a Safe Environment is Required

The child welfare professional or designee must review and, if necessary, document changes
to the Confirming Safe Environments in an Unlicensed-orFoster Care-Rlacementunlicensed or
licensed out-of-home placement at each of the following points in the case:

o When condltlons in the placement home that mlght affect a ch|Id S safety change

e When the phyS|caI address of the placement changes%eug—whenﬂaeafegwer—meves
to-a-hew-home);.

e When an expecting youth placed in out-of-home care becomes a parent;.
¢ When areport of alleged maltreatment is received; or

e When there is concern of a possible Placement Danger Threat (AppendixV, page
302).placement danger threat.

Placement Danger Threats and Placement Decisions

Placement danger threats (Appendix\, page 302)-are severein-nature-and-indicate the
unlicensed-orfostercare-placement ismay be an unsafe environment for the child.

e When a placement danger threat is confirmed for a specific child, the child welfare
professional must immediately assess the safety of all children placed in the home. To
accomplish this, the child welfare professional collaborates with other child welfare
professionals that have children placed in the home as well as the foster care coordinator-
that licensed the home. If a determination is made that the placement home is an unsafe
environment for other children in the home, the child welfare professional for each child
must immediately begin the process of transitioning the child to an alternative placement.

At times the court may continue a placement despite a confirmed Placement Danger Threat
(Appendix\,page-302).placement danger threat. In these situations, a plan should be made to
ensure a safe environment for the child and be recorded in the Confirming Safe Environments
document in eWiSACWIS.
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Current Caregiver CANS Rating of “3”

The child welfare professional uses the CANS tool to assist in identifying a child’s needs and
strengths in-erderto meet his/hertheir needs and make the best possible match with a
placement home. -This assessment process also identifies the current caregiver’'s needs in
orderto support himtherthem in providing care for the child placed in the home.

e When the child welfare professional rates any area a “3” on the CANS tool for the
“Current Caregiver,” the child welfare professional must reassess placement danger
threats for the child.

e If a placement danger threat(s) is confirmed, the child welfare professional must
immediately begin the process of transitioning the child to an alternative placement.

e When a placement danger threat is identified for a specific child, the child welfare
professional must assess the safety of all children placed in the home. -If a
determination is made that this is an unsafe environment for other children in the
home, the child welfare professional must immediately begin the process of
transitioning the child(ren) to an alternative placement.

Documentation

The child welfare professional must use the “Reconfirming Safe Environments” page in
eWiSACWIS to guide and document decision-making related to assessing, evaluating, and
confirming safety in all unlicensed;festercare homes, licensed homes, group hemehomes,
and residential care center placements. -Information regarding a safe environment must be
documented in the family-eWiSACWIS case-record and approved by a supervisor or designee.
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ACHIEVING SAFETY AND PERMANENCE

Permanence

The prompt and decisive actions that are made to maintain a child safely in his/hertheir own
home or to permanently place him/herthem in a safe alternate family setting can have a lasting
impact on the quality of a child’s permanent relationships, cultural identity, and sense of self.

is |mportant to develop a partnership with the family in understandlng the specific condltlons
required before child-permanence can be achieved. -These conditions should be related to the
goals specified in the Permanency Plan erand court order. Htshould be clearto the child-and
family when-the Permanency Planning process-iscompleted—Planning for permanence also

includes establishing lifelong connections for the child.
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Permanency Planning

Permanency Rlanningplanning requirements continue until permanence is achieved for a child
or the child reaches the-age-of majerity-and-ages out of care. Permanence should bring
physical, legal, and emotional safety and security within the context of a family relationship and
allow lifelong relationships with a variety of caring adults. Permanence can be achieved in a
variety of ways. The Adoption and Safe Families Act (ASFA) recognizes the following
permanence goals:

e Reunification

+Adoption
e TransferofGuardianship
e Adoption

e Placement W|th a Fit and Willing Relative

e Other Planned Permanent Living Arrangements (OPPLA) (i.e., sustaining care or long-
term foster care)

Reunification is-typically the desired permanence goal. However, there are times when
reunification may not be appropriate or cannot occur. For these children, it is important to
consider other permanence goals.

Eer—eh#d%enlf reunlflcatlon cannot be achleved with the child and thelr parent a permanenoe

aeMe%%hegeal%ef—aelepﬁen—tr%sﬁemﬁguardlanshlp—peFmanem or pIacement W|th a f|t and

willing relative, would allow for children to remain connected with their family without

permanently severing ties between children and their biological and/or legal family.

A permanence goal of adoption may be appropriate if reunification arerequired—cannot be
achieved with the parent/quardian and there is no other relative or like-kin available to assume
guardianship of the child.

In each easesituation, for OPPLA to be the appropriate goal, one or more of these basic sets of
circumstances apply-—must be present:

e The child is 16 years of age or older

e The child cannot be safely reunited with his-er-hertheir birth family.

e Recruitment of a guardian or an adoptive erguardian-family havehas not been
successful.

e The agency has been unable to place the child with a fit and willing relative.

e There is an identified appropriate planned permanent living arrangement in-whichthat

the child wishes to continue living.elect.
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e A decision ishas been made that-at the time the goal is selected that reunification,
guardianship, or adoption erguardianship-is-are incompatible with athe youth’s age,
special reedneeds, or complex circumstances at the time.

e The yeuthchild is being provided an opportunity to be a part of the decisions related to
his-er-hertheir permanency.

For children with a goal of “Other Planned Permanent Living Arrangement” (OPPLA), continued

planning efforts to achieve the goals of reunification, guardianship, adoption, or permanent
placement with a fit and willing relative are required

In all cases choosing the most appropriate goal(s) for a child involves considerations of the
child, the family, the Indian child’s tribe, and the relationships of the child with others and the

progress of the Permanency Plan —(SeeAppeqdﬁ(—vu—PeFmanene)LQpnens—page—le—wmehhas

Permanence has been reached once ajudge-states-an-identified-goalthe court order (e.q., Child

in Need of Protection or Services case (CHIPS)/Juvenile in Need of Protection or Services
(JIPS)/Temporary Physical Custody (TPC) has been achieved -however-the transition-to

permanence-includesfamilies living-free-0f CRS-agency-intervention—terminated or dismissed.

Agencies have the responsibility to ensure families-arethe family is aware of resources and
supports necessary to sustain the child on their own, whether permanency is achieved through
reunification, guardianship or adoption.
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-Concurrent Planning

Concurrent planning is a process of working on one permanence goal while at the same time
establishing and implementing an alternative permanence goal that involves simultaneous
activities to move a child more quickly to permanence-, pursuant to Wis. Stat. s. 48.355(2b). It
involves a mix of meaningful family engagement, targeted case practiceplanning, and legal
strategies aimed at achieving timely permanence.- Concurrent planning must include the
following core components:

Assessment/Determination

Full Bisclosuredisclosure

Family Searchsearch and Engagementengagement

Teaming

Family tnteractioninteraction

Clear timelinestimelines

Transparency

o Collaboration with stakeheldersagency and community partners

Assessing the Need for Concurrent Planning

Assessing the need for concurrent planning involves early assessment of the conditions that led
to the child’s placement into out-of-home care, the strengths of the family, and the likelihood of
reunification within 12 to 15 months that is culturally respectful and based on the family’s
history and current functioning. -The assessment is based on a review of factors that make
timely reunification more or less likely. -This allows the child welfare professional and
child’schild and family team to make determinations about the family’s capacity to benefit from
reunification services and the need for alternative planning. -By no means should the presence
of such conditions be construed to mean reasonable efforts to reunify the child are not required,
unless they meet the statutory criteria, for instances where reasonable efforts are not required
as stated in Wis. Stats. s-ss. 48.38(4m) and 938.38(4m)-Wis-).Stats-
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Determination of Appropriateness for Concurrent Planning

When one of the following circumstances exists, a concurrent permanence goal and plan
must be established for the child. Certain indications have been shown to be related to
factors that can delay or decrease the likelihood of reunlflcatlon Wherreneef—meﬁfe#ewng

eh#eLChlld welfare professmnals must conS|der the foIIowmq |nd|cators

e The child has been the victim of more than one form of abuse.

o There have been three or more CPS interventions for serious separate incidents,
indicating a chronic pattern of abuse, severe neglect, or there is a pattern of
intergenerational abuse with a lack of historical change in family dynamics.

e A parent/guardian has a history of substance abuse or is chemically dependent
and/or has a history of treatment failures or the child was drug-exposed at the time of
birth.

e The child has been abandoned with friends, relatives, out-of-home care providers,
hospital, or after being placed in care, parents/guardians do not visit on their own
accord. -Parents/guardians disappear or appear rarely.

e A parent/guardian is intellectually impaired or has shown significant deficits in care
for the child and has no support system of relatives able to share parenting.

o Parentsorcaretakers-haveParent/guardian has a pattern of at least one year of
documented history of domestic violence between caretakers and they refuse to
separate.

e A parent's/guardian’s rights to another child have been involuntarily terminated or the
parent has asked to relinquish the child on more than one occasion.

e A parent/quardian has significant, protracted, and untreated mental health issues.

e The child or siblingssibling(s) have been placed in out-of-home care or with
relatives/like-kin for periods of over six months duration or have had repeated
placements with CPS intervention and previous attempts at reunification have failed.

e Aparent's/quardian’s only visible support system is a drug culture, with no significant
effort to change over time.

e A parent/guardian has repeatedly and with premeditation harmed a child or the child
experienced extreme physical or sexual abuse by a parent/guardian, or the
parent/guardian has allowed someone else to abuse the child.

e A parent/guardian has previously killed or seriously harmed another child.

The above list shall not be considered the only instances when a concurrent plan may be
established.

The establishment of a concurrent plan must be documented in the child’'s eWiSACWIS
Permanency Plan.

Concurrent planning involves the practice of engaging parentsa parent(s) in a discussion about
all the permanence options, including the steps necessary for reunification, the possibility of a
voluntary TRPR-and-the likelihood-ef-anor involuntary TRRTermination of Parental Rights (TPR), if
reunification goals are not accomplished within specified time limits. Jtisnotafasttrackte

adoption,-but to-permanence—Effective concurrent planning assuresensures that the parents
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recognizeparent recognizes that they cheaseimpact outcomes for their child through their
actions.

Family teamingTeaming is a critical component of concurrent planning practice. Concurrent
planning and family-teamingFamily Teaming are approaches that happen at the same time.
Family teams support the concurrent planning process by providing a format to share
knowledge, planning, and decision making with the family and providers regarding goals,
timelines, and options for permanence.

Full Disclosure

Full disclosure means the parent/guardian is provided information, both verbally and in
writing related to agency involvement and permanence. Full disclosure includes:

e Explaining that out-of-home care is temporary, and the importance of establishing
permanency.

e Providing information about the parent/guardian’s rights and responsibilities,
including: the need to share information about the child’s needs, a search for and
consideration of relatives and like-kin who may be able to care for the child,
participation in the planning process and the involvement of the court system.

e Discussing the support services available to help the child’s parents.

Providing information about the goals of concurrent planning, time frames and
permanency options. Legal Permanency Status Ratings

mmeateps—page%QQ}The ch|Id welfare professmnal must explam to the

parent/quardian that developmental and emotional harm can result from a child being
placed in out-of-home care and the urgency to establish permanence.

e Informing the parent/quardian about the consequences of not following through with
the Permanency Plan.
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Full Disclosure

Full disclosure-involvestheReasonable Efforts and Active Efforts

Reasonable Efforts to Achieve Permanence
Child welfare agencies are required to provide reasonable efforts, or active efforts in the case
of an Indian child, to achieve permanence for a child in out-of-home care.

Considerations for reasonable efforts may include:

e Providing family interaction.
e Offering of services consistent with the Permanency Plan goals.
e Providing case management services through an assigned child welfare professional

Active Efforts to Prevent the need-fortimely-permanence-fortheirchildthroughout
Breakup of the life-of thecase—Full-disclosure-includesIndian Child's Family and/or
Reunify

If the child is an Indian child, the child welfare agencies are required to provide active efforts
to prevent the breakup of the Indian child’s family. If the Indian child is removed from their
family, child welfare agencies are required to provide active efforts to reunify the family.
Active efforts as defined by ICWA/WICWA requires an ongoing, vigorous, and concerted level
of case work that must include:

e Engaging the tribal child welfare professional— in any evaluation and case plan
development.

e Comprehensively assess the family and explore in-home safety options.

e |dentifying the tribal child welfare professional at the earliest point possible. Actively
seek their advice and invite them to participate in all aspects of the proceedings.

e Notifying and consulting extended family members to provide structure and support
to the Indian child, parents/guardians, and Indian custodian.

e Providing natural and unsupervised family interaction.

e Utilizing all family preservation strategies and seek the assistance of tribal child
welfare professionals to determine if the strategies are culturally appropriate.

e Actively assisting the family in accessing community resources.

e Monitoring progress and aiding the family’s participation in services.
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For each permanency option there are specific criteria that need to be considered for
appropriateness when choosing that goal and identifiable achievementin-erderprogress to
consider the child to have obtained permanence.

Reunification represents a specific event within ongoing case management. -It is possible to

reunify after parents/caregivers-havethe parent/caregiver has made progress related to issues
associated with safety threats and parent/caregiverguardian protective capacities. The
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essential question is, “Can the child be kept safe within the home if he-orshe-isthey are returned
home?” The answer to this question is based on the determination that there has been
sufficient change related to parent/caregiverguardian behavior or adjustmenterchange in
circumstances associated-with-conditions-forreturn-which justify returning the child home. The
safety assessment results will assist the engeoing-servicesworkerchild welfare professional in
determining if reunification can occur with or without an in-home safety plan.

120



Trial Reunification

Child Welfarewelfare professionals shall consider the use of trial reunification as-a-way-to
provide a structured wayapproach to werkprogress towards reunification with the child’s
parents-or-home-of removalparent/guardian. When an in-home safety plan can be

implemented, a trial reunification may be appropriate.

Wis. “Trialreunification"Stat. s. 48.358(1)(a) states, “trial reunification’ means a period of
seven?/ consecutive days or longer, but not exceeding 150 days, during which a child who
is placed in an out-of-home placement under s-48.3550r48.357 Wis-Wis. Stat. s. 48.355
or Wis. Stat. s. 48.357Stais- resides in the home of a relative of the child from which the
child was removed or in the home of either of the child'schild’s parents for the purpose of
determining the appropriateness of changing the placement of the child to that home..”

Note: Open cases with dispositions of Trial Reunification at age 18 or older stillqualify for
independent living (IL) services.

For additional information, refer to page 198173, “Trial Reunification” and Wis. Stat. s.
48.358 or Wis. Stat. s. 938.358-Wis-Stats.
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Reunification Criteria and Process

Reunification is defined as a child returning to the child’s parents or the home from which he
or-she-wasthey were removed.

Prior to the decision to reunify-fera-Child-Protective Servicescase, the child welfare
professional must re-assess safety. Reunification can occur when the safety assessment and
analysis of impending danger indicates one of the following:

e Child safety can be controlled through an in-home safety plan.

e Parent/caregiverguardian protective capacities are sufficiently enhanced to manage
threats to child safety.

e ltisinthe childerlndian-child’s best interest to reunify.

When reunification isoccurs with a non-eustedialhousehold parent, the agency shall continue
to work with the non-custedialhousehold parent to obtain a family court order that supports
the-current-situation—Until- the-family-court-orderis-meodified-thecustody/placement with that

parent. The agency shall not close itsthe family’s case until thisprocessis-completed.a
family court order is in place that supports the reunification arrangement.

Prior to reunification for all case types the:

e WorkerChild welfare professionals must consult with his/hertheir supervisor, or
designee.

e Agency must ensure court approval.

o WorkerChild welfare professionals must develop a plan that addresses how changes
in family dynamics will be managed.
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Documentation Requirement in the Permanency Plan for Choosing the Goal of
Reunification

When reunification is selected as the goal the following information must be documented to
support and justify this decision.

e The conditions, if any, upon which the child will be returned safely to his-erhertheir
home, including any changes required to the parents’parent’'s/guardian’s conduct, the
child’s conduct, or the nature of the home, must be documented in the plan.

e Agency efforts to achieve this goal.

Reunification does not equal case closure. -When threats to child safety can be controlled
through an in-home safety plan, trial reunification, or both, the child should be returned home.

Once the child is reunified, the child welfare professional will continue to work with the
parents/caregiversparent/guardian on behavioral changes that will result in sufficient
caregiverprotective capacities to protect the child from the identified impending dangers and

ensure safety; and permanence;-and-stability through-the CPS-in-home standards.

Termination of Parental Rights (TPR)

The federal Adoption and Safe Families Act (ASFA)}), 42 USC 675-(5)(E) and 45 CFR
1356.21(i)), specifies that a TPR petition must be filed for a child who has been in out-of-
home care for 15 of the last 22 months-, unless certain exceptions apply (see below). The
timeframes do not consider whether or not an adoptive resource has been located for the
child.

Exception-toFor specific statutory requirements, refer to Wis. Stat. s. 48.417.

Documentation Requirement

When an agency does not file a TPR petition within the ASFA timelines, one or more

compelling reasons must be documented as-an-exception—Foradditionalinformation, refer
to-DCES-Memo-Series-2007-18"in the eWISACWIS document Permanency Plan ASFA

ExeceptionAddendum.

ASFA Exceptions to Filing a TPR Petition.":

e Child is placed with a fit and willing relative.

e Compelling reason(s) why termination of parental rights is not in the child’s best interest.
e Reasonable efforts to safely return the child to their home have not been made.

e Grounds for involuntary TPR do not exist.
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Adoption Criteria and Process

Adoption is intended to provide the-legal guarantee-of-permanence for a child.- Any decision
to pursue an adoption should minimally include the following:

e The proposed adoptive resource demonstrates protective capacities, stability,
nurturing care, and the ability to provide a lifelong commitment and relationship with
the child.

e The child welfare professional has explained to the proposed adoptive resource the
eligibility of the child for continued financial assistance through Adoption Assistance
and for continued Medical Assistance through Title XIX for the child.

When adoption is identified as the permanence goal for a child in out-of-home care the
following needs teps need to be completed by the ch|Id welfare professmnalend—submﬁieed

H Make a referral to the child-is-assessed-to-bereadyforassigned public adoption and-the

s n .
7 g

o Thechildwelfare professional-shallmake-a-Rermaneney-agency using form Adoption
Readiness referraland Referral (DCF-F-CFS2370-E)-te-the regional-adeptioncontract
SUpervisor.).

e Participate in case collaboration with the public adoption agency if indicated in Part Il of
the Adoption Readiness and Referral (DCF-F-CFS2370-E).

e Complete the Public Adoption Case Transition Checklist (DCF-F-5056-E) within 30 days of
TPR disposition. It is recommended that the checklist be started as early as TPR filing.

Adoption may occur when all three eccurof the following conditions are met:

e The child is legally free for adoption
e Thereis an identified and approved adoptive resource.
e The court finalizes the adoption in a court hearing.

Documentation Requirement in the Permanency Plan for Choosing the Goal of
Adoption

If adoption is the goal, the plan must include the following to support that decision:

e The rationale for choosing the goal of adoption.
e The efforts of the agency to achieve the goal of adoption.

Note: A child who is adopted after age 16 is eligible for independent living services via the
contracted Transition Resource Agencies (TRAs) starting at age 18. The child welfare
professional should inform the child and their family of their IL eligibility and collaborate with
the TRA as they would for other IL-eligible youth transitioning from care. -
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Transferof Guardianship Criteria and Process

Guardianship is a long-term permanency option for children when reunification cannot occur.

Guardianship transfers the duty and authority to make important legal decisions for the child
to an individual without severing the child’s legal relationship with their parents and other
family members.

Guardianship can be transferred pursuant to Wis. Stats. ss. 48.977,48.9795 or under a
substantially similar tribal court order. The child welfare professional assesses the

reIatlonshlp between the Chl|d and thelr proposed guardlan(s) demenstratesqetteteetwe

relatrenslcnpwnhconflrms that the emleL
The-proposed guardian(s)

demonstrates the capacity tomanage therelationship-with- the
child's birth-parents-including-any-contactis willing and able to care for the child long-term.

This includes maintaining the parent’s right to reasonable visitation with their child after
permanence is achieved. The child welfare professional should consult with the child-after

permanence-has-been-achieved:
The-agency-child-welfare professional-has-explained-to-, their parents, and the proposed

guardlan(s) to discuss the supports and serwces avallable to them under adeptrenandthe

th;eugh—guardlanshlp

Subsidized Guardianship

Subsidized guardianship supports the legal permanence option of guardianship and provides

financial support to the guardian to offset the costs of caring for the child after permanency
is achieved. Pursuant to Wis. Stat. s. 48.623 and Wis. Admin. Code s. DCF 55., the child and
their prospective guardian(s) must meet specific eligibility criteria prior to the appointment of
guardian. This program only applies to guardianships established under Wis. Stat. s. 48.977
or under a substantially similar tribal court order. The prospective guardian enters into a
subsidized guardianship agreement with the child welfare agency prior to the guardianship
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being established. After guardianship is established under Wis. Stat. s. 48.977 or under a
substantially similar, the underlying court order placing the child or continuing the placement
of the child outside their home must be dismissed or terminated.

Note: A child entering a-guardianship-established-unders-48.977 Wis-Wis. Stat. s. 48.977

guardianship, Wis. Stat. s. 48.9795 guardianship, or guardianship under substantially similar
tribal law on or after their 16" birthday following time in court-ordered OHCStats—afterage
16 is eligible for independent living (IL) services via the contracted Transition Resource
Agencies (TRAs) starting at age 18. The child welfare professional should inform the child
and guardian of their IL eligibility and collaborate with the TRA as they would for other IL-
eligible youth transitioning from care.

Elicibility for Subsidized Guardianshin. Child
A prospectlve ch11d asdeﬁu%d—by—s%@%@—W&s—Stats—tsehgﬂalet&Feeewe

) Iheeh#dmust meet the foIIowmq eI|0|b|I|tv criteria: Chl|d has been removed from his
or-hertheir home pursuantto-aunder:

o A voluntary placement agreement under Wis. Stat. s. 48.63 Wis-Stats.or
underor a substantially similar tribal law erundera-of a tribe located in
Wisconsin, or

o A Wisconsin court order or a substantially similar tribal court order containing
a finding that continued placement of the child in his-er-hertheir home would
be contrary to the welfare of the child.

e ThechildisChild has been placed within the prospective relative-or-like kin”
guardianguardian’s home for at least six consecutive months immediately-preceding
the-establishment-ofthebefore guardianship_is established.

o Mthasbeen-determined-thatreunification-andlf the child is an Indian child and
subject to the jurisdiction of a circuit court, placement preferences under Wis.
Stat. s. 48.028 (7) (b) or, if applicable, Wis. Stat. s. 48.028 (7) (c) must be

followed, unless the court found good cause, as described in Wis. Stat. s.

° Reun|f|cat|on or adoption/customary adoption are determined to not be in the child’s
best interest.

eth—tsege 14 years oId or older heet—shethe Chl|d has been consulted regardlng the

guardianship agreement.-arrangement.
The-guardianship-is-pursuanttoChild has a strong attachment to the caregiver.
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p ve Guardi

A-prospective guardian must meet the following eligibility criteria:
e Prospective guardian is a relative or fictive kin to the child.

o Flct|ve Kin is defmed asa person who meetse#ef—theieﬂomngentenamay

S|qn|f|cant reIatlonshlp W|th the child or Chl|d S famllv before the child’s

placement in out-of-home care, OR

is—A person who

developed a smnlﬁcant S-%a-%s=

o

o Theprospective guardian-istheeligible child's relative-as-defined by s-
48.02(15) Wis.-Stats—or-has-a“like-kin”relationship with the child-A-“like-kin”
relationship-is-anindividualwho-has-an-existing- or the child’'s family-like
relationship-with during the child-or-child’'s family-priorto-the child's-entry
inteplacement in out-of-home care placementand all the following apply:

= The person is a foster parent who has a-significant-emotional
connection-to-the-had a relationship with the child for at least two

years.
= The ch|Id and-has been placed in out of- home care for 15 out of the

gua@an%res@eneeﬁfepat Ieast six (_)_consecutlve months mmedmtet%pateeeémg
the-establishment-ofthebefore guardianship-.is established.

e TheProspective guardian has a strong commitment to permanently caringcare for the
Chl|d Iong term.

For more information about Subsidized Guardianship go to:
https-//def wisconsin.gov/guardian/subsidized-https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/cwportal/sq.

Documentation Requirement in the Permanency Plan for Choosing the Goal of
Guardianship
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If Guardianship is the goal, the plan must include the following to support that decision:

e The rationale for choosing the goal of guardianship.

o Thelndicate whether the child’s parent(s)/quardian(s) agree with the goal.

e Describe what efforts efhave not been made by the family to enhance any diminished
protective capacities associated with the identified impending danger threat(s).

e Articulate what efforts have been made by the agency to connect the family to all
necessary services to address the identified impending danger threat(s) and achieve
the chosen goal-.

e l|dentify if the child is with an out-of-transferof-home provider that will become
guardian.

e _Identify if an eligibility determination has been made for subsidized guardianship.
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Guardianships can be vacatedterminated if a parent or guardian petitions the court to have the
guardianship vacatedterminated. Prior to vacatingterminating a Chapter 48 guardianship, the
court willshould notify the child welfare agency of any petition to vacateterminate the
guardlanshlp -If a guardlanshlp is ¥aea¢edterm|nated another person may be named-asan

benamed ppornted as a successor guardlan in accordance wrth Ghapter—DG%éandWrs Stat.
S. 48.62348.9795(8) or Wis. Stat. s. 48.977623 and 48.977-Wis-Stats-(5m).

Permanence hasis not beenconsidered achieved if the agency is unable to achieve safe case
closure, keeps the out-of-home care placement open ferreimbursement purposes-to continue
to make foster care payments, or the court continues the out-of-home care placement. In this
case all permanency- planning requirements are still in effect, including family interaction
planning.

Permanent Placement with a Fit and Willing Relative
Permanent Placement with a fit and willing relative may occur when:

e Therelative demonstrates to the agency the capacity and ability to cooperatework
with the birthchild’s parent(s)/guardian(s) to manage conflict and obtain the
necessary sighatures-from-the birth-parentconsent to maintain the child’s health and
well-being needs.

e The relative must also demonstrate the ability, capacity, and commitment to provide
long-term for the child’s safety, permanence, and well-being needs.

e The relative must meet placement criteria for a relative as defined by Wis. Stat. s.
48.02(15)- Wis-Stats.).

o The-ageney child welfare professional has explained to the relative the supports and
servrces avallable to them under other more permanent options such as adepnen

58quardianship or adoption.

Documentation Requirements in the Child’'s Permanency Plan

If piacement wrtﬁ a I?rt ana willing reiatrve IS tﬁe goal, tﬁeip|an must include the following to

A A
by

RB0sing the oal of permanent placement With a fit and williia relative.

e The efforts of the agency to achieve permanent placement with a fit and willing relative.
Admin—Rule for continued-financialassistance-
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Other Planned Permanent Living Arrangements

Other Planned Permanent Living Arrangement (OPPLA) is the least preferred option for a
child and lacks legal permanence for the child. -OPPLA, which includes long-term foster care
and sustaining care, is an arrangement that is planned and intended to establish permanency
for a child through a supportive relationship with a significant adult{s) that will endure over
time, minimally until the child reaches the age of 18 years old. -OPPLA maycan only be a

permanency goaI for chlldren age 16 and over. ledrea—ptaeedJ&nder—aetnbaLeeurLerder—@e

not mtended to be used for as a short- term optlon or intended for a temporary placement

planarrangement and should not be confused with Independent-Livingindependent living
services.

This shal-be-the-goal ef choicemay only be used when there is a finding by the court that the
other four goals are not in the-child-orlndian child's best interests.

The child welfare professional must continue the following efforts:

e Continue diligent efforts to locate and engage non-custedialhousehold parents;
fathersr and-ether reIatlves as resources for the ch|Id

A eLocate

and |dent|fy relatlonshlps or S|gn|f|cant connectlons that may have been missed or
that may be developing, i.e., teachers, medical caregivers, velunteersvolunteers, etc. to
see if a permanent resource can be made.

e Talk to the child about the important people in their lives, who they look up to and who
they feel they can count on to “be there” for them.

e Exploration of the child’s relationships as they develop and change over time.

e For relationships that have been identified, evaluate and screen, support and nurture
such relationships through interaction, information sharing, and activities that build on
the foundation that has been established.

e Continue intensive and ongoing efforts to return the child to the child’s home or to
place the child for adoption, with a guardian, or with a fit and willing relative. -This
should include searches of social media.

e Continue to ensure the child has regular, ongoing opportunities to engage in age or

developmentally appropriate activities and to ensure that the child’s caregiverout-of-

home care provider is applying the Reasonable and Prudent Parent Standard to
decisions concerning the child's participation in those activities.

Documentation Requirements
The following must be documented in the child’'s Permanency Plan in eWiSACWIS:

o The rationale for choosing the goal of OPPLA.

o The continued efforts of the agency to achieve the other permanence options for the
child, unless there is a Sustaining Care Contract (s-48-428-Wis. Stat-). s. 48.428) with
the earegiverout-of-home care provider.

o The intensive, ongoing, and unsuccessful efforts made by the agency to return the
child home or place the child for adoption, with a guardian, or with a fit and willing
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relative, including through efforts that utilize technology, such as social media, to find
the child's biological or adoptive family members.

The following must be documented on the permanency review or hearing results template in
eWIiSACWIS:

e Confirmation that the court or administrative body discussed with the child his-/
hertheir desired permanency outcome.

+«—A finding by the court or administrative body that OPPLA is the best
permanency plan for the child.

Transitioning a Child to Permanence
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Trancitionina 2 Childto P

Requirements

The agency must assist and prepare the child for the transition to permanence.- Transition
preparation must identify and address long-term needs consistent with the child’s age and
development. -The-ageney child welfare professional shall ensure that the transition is known
and agreed to with others involved in implementing the transition to permanence.

A child’s readiness to proceed with permanence is aided by conscientious preparation by
child welfare professionals before, during, and after transitions to:

e Prepare the child and family.

e Assess any current or ongoing needs.

e Develop a process for the transition that is in the best interests of the child
considering his/hertheir emotional, behavioral, and psychological needs.

Child welfare professionals must assess the steps taken earlier to prepare the child and
permanent caregiver(s) to determine any additional and on-going services needed to plan for
the child’s safety, emotional readiness, and overall functioning, and the family’s readiness

forto provide permanent placementcare.

When multiple children of the same family are involved in achieving permanence-from-their
out-of-home care settings, the plans to transition to permanence should be child-specific with
efforts made to prevent re-entry. -For reunification, consideration should be given to the
timing of each child’s reunification and the parents’parent(s)/guardian(s) capacity to manage
the reintegration of each family member into the family unit and each child’s specific needs

for transitioning. -The use of a Trial-Reunification{seepage 190)trial reunification may also

be warranted.

Safety; and permanence,and-stability are achieved within a family relationship that offers
safe,stable, and committed parenting, unconditional love and lifelong support, and legal
family membership status.

Child welfare professionals need to recognize that older adolescents are in a crucial transition
phase toward self-sufficiency. -Therefore, healthy relationships and supportive individuals,
including foster parents, friends and other adults in the community are extremely important to
youth exiting out-of-home care, as well as opportunities to practice life-skills; mechanisms for
assuring the involvement in decisions affecting their lives; assuring youth’s familiarity with
community resources and the establishment of transitional living resources;--. Lifelong
connections to caring adults are paramount to the success of older youth exiting out-of-home
care.

Independent Living Planning
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Ind lent Livina Planni

Requirements

If the child is 14 years of age or over and has been in out-of-home care for at least six months,
the child becomes eligible for independent living (IL) supports and services. At that time, an
independent living plan is required to specify the programs and services that will be, or are
being, provided to assist the child in developing life-skills while in care and preparing for the
transition from out-of-home care to stability and self-sufficiency as a young adult. This plan
must be informed by an independent living skill assessment (e.g. Daniel Memorial or Casey
Life Skills Assessment) and shall be integrated into the child’s permanency and safety
planning. So long as the child remains in a qualifying out-of-home care placement, their
child welfare professional and/or IL Coordinator is responsible for coordinating IL supports
and services and fulfilling independent living plan and documentation requirements.

The Permanency Plan must be developed in consultation with the youth and two other
individuals selected by the youth who are not the youth’s child welfare professional or foster
parent. The agency may reject a person selected by the youth if the agency has good cause to
believe that the person would not act in the best interests of the youth. -The Permanency Plan
must include all of the following:

e The anticipated age at which the child will be discharged from out-of-home care.

e The anticipated amount of time available in which to prepare the child for the
transition from out-of-home care to stability and self-sufficiency as a young adult.

e The anticipated location and living situation of the child on discharge from out-of-
home care.

e Adescription of the assessment process, tools, and methods that have been or will be
used to determine the services that are, or will be, provided to assist the child in
preparing for the transition from out-of-home care to stability and self-sufficiency as a
young adult.

e The date the child received the Handbook for Youth in Foster Care, which describes
the rights of the child with respect to education, health, visitation, and participation in
court proceedings;and.

e The rationale for each program or service that is or will be provided to assist the child
in preparing for the transition from out-of-home care to stability and self-sufficiency as
ayoung adult.

e theThe time frames for delivering those programs or services, and the intended
outcome of those programs or services. -Programs and services include but are not
limited to:

Successful high school education, postsecondary education, or training.
Career planning.

Employment.

Safe, stable, and affordable housing.

Home maintenance.

Transportation.

Health and medical.

Cultural competency.

Knowledge and use of community resources and support systems.
Financial self-sufficiency.

Other life skills development goals as identified by the youth.

O O O O O 0 O O O o O

If the youth is age 14 or older, the agency must provide the youth with a copy of his-er-hertheir
credit report or a letter from the agency verifying a credit check was conducted and contained
no evidence of credit abuse. The report copy or letter must be provided annually-. If there are
any inaccuracies in the credit report, the agency shall make efforts to amend these errors.

If a youth has been in care for six (6) monthk3% longer and reaches the age of majority, the
agency responsible for providing services to the youth must ensure the child is in possession
of the following:
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National Youth in Transition Database (NYTD)

NYTD is a federal initiative to collect survey responses directly from youth with out-of-home
care experience as an adolescent. Survey results are used to inform national and state
policies. The NYTD survey asks youth questions about their financial self-sufficiency, any
experience with homelessness, educational attainment, positive adult connections, high-risk
behavior, and access to health care and insurance.

The child welfare professional or designee is required to ensure the NYTD requirement is met
for youth in an out-of-home placement. At no time should anyone other than the identified
youth complete the survey.

DCF’s NYTD website (https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/ys/nytd) provides background information
about NYTD, including youth eligibility, FAQs, tip sheets to help child welfare professionals
and other supportive adults discuss NYTD with youth, and more resources.

Youth at age 17

Any youth in out-of-home care on their 17™ birthday or any of the 45 days that follow is a part
of the baseline population for the NYTD outcomes survey process.

Youth in the baseline population must complete their survey within 45 days of their 17
birthday.

While DCF and the UW Survey Center (UWSC) play a primary role in the management,
outreach and survey completion functions, county agencies also have a role in the youth
successfully completing their survey, as outlined below. Youth may be more able and willing
to complete the survey with the support and encouragement of their child welfare
professional — whether because the child welfare professional reminds them of the
importance of their survey responses, provides them the technology on which to complete the
survey, or helps the youth understand the survey questions.

The process is as follows:

e On or near the youth’s 17" birthday, UWSC mails an initial letter to the youth containing a
customized web link and passcode to access the web-based survey. UWSC includes a $5
bill in the initial letter as a token of appreciation for the youth's time.

e At the same time, UWSC sends the youth's child welfare professional an e-mail with the
same web link. An eWiSACWIS tickler will notify child welfare professionals that the NYTD
Outcomes Survey for the 17-year-old must be completed within 45 days after the youth's
17" birthday. Upon receiving the e-mail, child welfare professionals should contact the
youth to make sure the youth received UWSC's letter and the $5 bill. If the youth did not
receive the letter, or if the youth requires additional encouragement, child welfare
professionals can send the youth the link in their e-mail, which provides direct access to
the survey.
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NOTE: If the youth has internet access, the youth is encouraged to take the survey right away. If
the youth does not have internet access and/or needs assistance, the child welfare
professional should arrange a time with the youth to take the survey.

e In addition to the initial letter to the youth, UWSC will send additional reminder letters;
UWSC will suspend this effort once the youth completes the survey, if the youth informs
UWSC that they do not plan to complete the survey, or when 45 days have passed since
the youth’s 17" birthday, whichever comes first.

e If a youth does not complete the survey after repeated letters, UWSC staff attempt to
survey the youth via telephone.

e In addition to direct outreach to the youth, UWSC will also continue outreach to the
identified child welfare professionals and other collateral contacts in the youth's life.

e Once the youth completes the survey within the 45-day timeframe, UWSC sends the youth
$20. Except in extenuating circumstances, youth who complete the survey late (outside of
the 45-day timeframe) will not receive the $20.

Survey results, when authorized by the youth, will be downloaded onto the youth’s IL page in
eWiSACWIS.

To ensure information is collected in a timely manner, it is recommended that workers
arrange their monthly visit to take place immediately following the youth’s 17t birthday to
provide opportunity for the youth to complete and submit the survey within the required 45
days.

In addition to understanding the NYTD process and assisting qualifying youth as appropriate,
child welfare professionals can improve the success of DCF and UWSC's outreach to youth by
keeping youth contact information current in eWiSACWIS. This includes while they are in out-
of-home care and in anticipation of their exit from care. Because youth are asked to complete
NYTD again at ages 19 and 21, it is crucial to have correct and current contact information.
This information must be entered on the Contacts Tab on the IL page in eWiSACWIS.

Youth at Ages 19 and 21

Each youth who participated in the NYTD Outcomes survey as part of the baseline population
at age 17 becomes part of the follow-up populations at ages 19 and 21. Those who
participated in the data collection at age 17, but not 19 for a reason other than being
deceased, remain a part of the follow-up population at age 21. These youth must complete
the survey within the federal reporting period in which a youth’s 19" and 215! birthdate falls.
While youth eligible to complete the survey at age 17 must do so within 45 days of their 17t
birthday, youth eligible at age 19 or 21 do so within the 6-month window in which their
birthday falls. For example, a youth who participated at age 17, whose 19" or 215t birthday
falls between the reporting period of October 15 through March 315!, must complete the
survey anytime between October and March. Likewise, a youth whose 19" or 21¢t birthday
falls between April 15t through September 315t must complete the survey between April and
September.

Even though many yeuthyouths are out of out-of-home prior to ages 19 and 21, the child
welfare professional still has a role to play. For 19- and 21-year-olds still in care, the child
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welfare professional can encourage the youth to complete the survey and assist them as
needed. For those 19- and 21-year-olds no longer in care but for whom the child welfare
professional still has contact information or with whom the child welfare professional is still
in touch, the child welfare professional can play a crucial role in encouraging the young
person to complete the NYTD survey.

The process is as follows:

For 19-year-olds and 21-year-olds, UWSC mails an initial letter at the beginning of the
federal reporting period. For example, if a youth's birthday falls between October 1%t and
March 31¢t, UWSC will send the youth a letter on or near October 1. The initial letter will
contain a customized web link and passcode to access the web-based survey. UWSC
includes a $5 bill in the initial letter as a token of appreciation for the youth’s time.

NOTE: In order to assist the UWSC with its outreach efforts, child welfare
professionalprofessionals should update contact information in eWiSACWIS for youth who
have aged out of care as frequently as possible.

UWSC sends frequent reminder letters to the youth until the survey is completed.

If a youth does not complete the survey after repeated letters, UNSC staff attempt to
survey the youth via telephone.

In addition to direct outreach to the youth, UWSC will also continue outreach to the
identified child welfare professionals and other collateral contacts in the youth'’s life.
Once the youth completes the survey within the 45-day timeframe, UWSC sends the youth
$20. Except in extenuating circumstances, youth who complete the survey late (outside of
the 45-day timeframe) will not receive $20.

As with the NYTD survey at age 17, survey results, when authorized by the youth, will be
downloaded onto the youth’s IL page in eWiSACWIS.
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Independent Living Transition to Discharge Plan

If the child is 17.5 or older while in out-of-home care, the focus of a youth’s independent living
plan changes from one of life-skills development while in out-of-home care to transitioning
from care as a self-sufficient young adult. The child welfare professional must create an
Independent Living Transition to Discharge (ILTD) plan for each youth who will exit care on or
after turning 18. The ILTD must be started no later than when the youth turns 17.5 and be
finalized no later than 90 days prior to the youth’s 18" birthday.

The Child-Welfarechild welfare agency must identify any services, persons, and other entities
that will support the youth through the transition and beyond and must assist the youth to
establish contact with such individuals, agencies, and service providers prior to discharge
from out-of-home care. -This includes (but is not limited to) efforts to assist the youth in
reestablishing contacts with parents/quardians, former foster parents, or other

persenspeople significant to the youth.

Appropriate support and services should complement the youth’s efforts to achieve self-
sufficiency both prior to and upon discharge up to age 23. The ILTD, completed via the ILTD
tab on the youth'’s IL page in eWiSACWIS, must contain provisions to ensure that specific and
well-developed resources are identified, and plans are in place for a youth who is transitioning
to adulthood. These include, but are not limited to:

e Theyouth’s anticipated date of and age at discharge from out-of-home care.

e Obtaining and securing housing.

e Managing health care needs, including education about the importance of
designating another individual to make health care treatment decisions on their
behalf if the youth becomes unable to make such decisions and does not already
have someone identified.

Continuing education.

Building a relationship or attachment to a supportive adult(s)/mentor(s).
Employment services.

Workforce support.

Continuing necessary supportive services after leaving out-of-home care.

Obtaining required essential documents including but not limited to an original birth
certificate, state identification card, social security card and health and education records
(refer to DCF Memo Series 2007 — 14).

While the child welfare professional is responsible for documentation and completing the
plan in eWiSACWIS, the youth should be encouraged to lead ILTD conversations related to
each of these identified areas. The plan should be thorough and detailed, specifically
referencing when a goal will be achieved, how, and with assistance from whom (if applicable).
Supportive adults, as identified by the youth, should be part of the planning process.

The ILTD is required even if a youth is missing from care at 17 % or later; the child welfare
professional and other supportive adults should do their best to complete the plan on the
youth’s behalf and engage the young person in discussion and plan development when they
are no longer missing from care.
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The ILTD is also required even if the youth remains in care after age 18. It should be started
no later than 17 %2 and updated on a regular basis to reflect the evolution of the youth’s
independent living needs and goals and transition planning, leading up the termination of their
court order or Voluntary Transition to Independent Living Agreement. This applies to youth in
extended care.

Evenif an ILTD is not completed for youth adopted or in ChWis. Stat. s. 48.977 guardianship,
Wis. Stat. s. 48.9597 guardianship, or guardianship under substantially similar tribal law on or
after age-16-thetheir 16™ birthday following time in court-ordered out-of-home care, the child
welfare professional and/or IL Coordinator shall make the youth aware of their eligibility for
independent living services and supports prior to case closure.

An ILTD training video is available here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a0DNPd6lojA&feature=youtu.be. For more information
see page 212194, “Independent Living Transition to Discharge Plan” and Appendix X4
Independent Living Transition to Discharge Plan (Additional Information) on page 320271.
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Case Closure-for-Child Protective Services Cases

Safety intervention responsibilities are incomplete until certain assessments and conclusions
are reached. -It is important to emphasize that in no instance should a case be recommended
for case closure if a child is not safe.

Prior to case closure, the agency should arrange and facilitate a process to engage family

members, service providers, and informal supports in developing a plan for identifying and
meeting child and family needs after agency involvement has ended.
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The first safety intervention responsibility at case closure is safety assessment. -The
assessment must include information concerning the absence or presence of impending
danger threats.

The second responsibility is concerned with assessing caregiverparent/quardian protective
capacities. -The caregiver'sparent/quardian’s protective capacities should be sufficient to
protect against threats that continue to exist or might emerge. -The caregiverparent/guardian
should fully embrace and act effectively in their protective role.

The final safety intervention responsibility is to review the need for a “safety net” followed by
establishing one as appropriate. -A safety net refers to arrangements, connections, and
supports within the family network or community that can be created, facilitated, and reinforced
that reassure the caregiver, provide resources, and assistance.

To assist a family in achieving sustainable change and, ultimately, safe case closure, the child
welfare professional must apply safety and permanency related concepts and criteria as part of
their intervention responsibilities. -This includes:

e Continually reassessing impending danger; evaluating and confirming the sufficiency,
feasibility, and sustainability of safety plans and when necessary, making immediate
adjustments to ensure safety interventions are the most appropriate and least intrusive
for the family.

e Engaging parents/caregiversguardians and children in the assessment and planning
process to:

o ldentify behavioral change strategies that address impending danger by
enhancing caregiverparent/guardian protective capacities.
o ldentify lasting and permanent connections for the child and family.

e Evaluating progress related to the parent/caregiverguardian establishing and

maintaining a safe and permanent home for their children.
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e Developing a process for the transition in the best interests of the child
considering their emotional, behavioral, and psychological needs.

The child welfare professional uses the following criteria to determine if a safe home
exists and permanence has been achieved:

e Parents/caregiversguardians have made sufficient progress in addressing case
goals (enhanced protective capacities).
e Formal or informal supports are available and accessible to the family, as needed,

after the case is closed with the agency.

A case may not be closed if there is an active CHIPS order.

Prior to case closure, the child welfare professional must have face-to-face contact with
family members and the family team, if involved, to:

e Support the family in determining how their needs will be met after agency
involvement ends.

Inform the family of the date that ongoing child protective services will end.
refuses to extend an order. -Please see page 9186 and page 153136, Independent Living
Planning, regarding the requirements when a child reaches the age of majority.
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The child welfare professional must work with the family to ensure informal or formal supports
are in place prior to case closure. -These supports include arrangements and connections within
the family network or community that can be created, facilitated, or reinforced to provide the
parent/caregiverguardian resources and assistance once CPS involvement ends.

Safety at Case Closure

Safety intervention at case closure relates to confirming there exist no impending danger
threats and that sufficient protective capacities exist to protect the child from impending
danger threats.

The CPS responsibilities in determination that a safe home exists include both:

e A formal safety assessment confirms the absence of impending danger threats.
e Parent/guardian protective capacities are sufficient.

Documentation

Case closure information must be documented in the family eWiSACWIS case record and
approved by a supervisor or designee within 30 calendar days from the date the case
closure decision was made by the supervisor and child welfare professional.
Documentation at planned case closure must include:

e Areassessment of child safety.

e The rationale for the decision to close the case.

e A description of the closure process with the family and service providers,
including the family’s plan for meeting future service needs.
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Early Dismissal of Dispositional Order

The CPS child welfare professional is responsible for initiating, as appropriate, additional
court actions.

When a determination is made that a family is no longer in need of court ordered CPS
services, a request must be submitted to the court for early dismissal of the dispositional
order and signed by the judge before a case with court jurisdiction can be closed by the

agency.

Case Closure Orders under Wis. Stats. ss. 48.355(4g) & 938.355(49)

Case closure court orders can allow the juvenile court to enter or modify a family court order
and terminate the juvenile court order. The juvenile court only has the authority to enter or
modify the family court order after the dispositional order is entered and if the child is or will
be placed with a parent via the orders. The juvenile court may determine paternity, legal
custody, periods of physical placement, visitation rights, or child support and parental
obligation for health care expenses. Subsequent modifications to the court order would occur
in family court.

Any decision that is made shall be done in consultation with the agency’s legal counsel.A
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CHILD WELFARE OUT-OF-HOME CARE CASES
Introduction

Information from an initial assessment, a child welfare assessment, or the juvenile court intake
process guides decision-making about whether an agency will open a case for ongoing
services. When children are safe, but the agency determines that a child requires either specific
services or sanctions in the community or in a placement setting, the agency opens a child
welfare case. Agencies are not required to open these cases unless a child is-in-need-ofneeds
an out-of-home placement, but if a decision is made to serve the family, this Standardstandard
applies.

Child welfare cases involve providing support and services to a family. The child welfare
professional focuses on assessing the family for strengths and needs, managing safety of
placement setting, achieving permanence and well-being, and attaining safe case closure. The
primary focus of agency intervention is the provision of child and family support and services
rather than safety intervention focused on enhancement of parent/caregiverprotective
capacities. -These cases may be court ordered or voluntary.- These cases include Youth Justice
(YJ) and Juveniles in Need of Protection or Services (JIPS) cases.

Safety intervention for child welfare cases, whether in-home or out-of-home, focuses on
confirming that children remain safe and protected from abuse and neglect. Although child
safety is not the reason for agency intervention, it is important to understand there may be
times during the life of a case when family dynamics and functioning change, resulting in an
unsafe child. At this point, a case becomes a child protective services case and cannot be
served under this Standardstandard.
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Applicability

This standard applies when:

* Achild-eryeuth is in need of an out-of-home placement.

* Afamily is in need of child welfare services.

* A case transitions from the state to the county where permanence is not achieved
after a termination of parental rights (TPR).

This Standardstandard cannot be used when the agency determines a child to be unsafe.

a O nd-in ician aaivar nrote

~Additionally, if during monitoring of the family’s case the
agency becomes aware of alleged maltreatment or present or impeding danger threats to
child safety, immediate action to control for child safety must be taken including a report
to Access, if warranted. Agencies must assureensure that all actions of either the agency
or contracted provider staff comply with this standard.

AD a¥a
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Examples of child welfare cases can include, but are not limited to, children with disabilities and
their families are unable to meet their treatment needs without agency assistance;
youthchildren with challenging behaviors or mental health cenditionsneeds and their families
are unable to meet their treatment needs without agency assistance; children whose case has
been returned to the county from the state adoption program; and family court transfers of
jurisdiction.

This section applies to all child welfare cases where a child-eryouth is in an out-of-home care
setting, including those placed through via a CHIPS, JIPS or delinquency order. The intent of
case management for out-of-home care child welfare cases is to support families in achieving
permanence.

Although child safety is not the reason for agency involvement, the focus of whether the child er
youth-is safe in his/hertheir placement is a critical agency responsibility when children eryeuth
are in out-of-home care. When children eryouths-are in out-of-home care, agencies remain
responsible to confirm whether a child eryouth-is safe at the time of placement, as well as;
reconfirm to ensure the placement remains safe through case closure.

No matter the reason for agency involvement, it is critical for children-and-youth to have
permanence and stablllty in the|r ||V|ng S|tuat|ons |nc|ud|ng contlnmty of famlly relatlonsh|ps
and connections. -
end-in-mind-The prompt and deC|S|ve actlons that are made to malntaln a child er—yeu%hsafely
in histhertheir own home or to permanently place him/herthem in a safe alternate family setting
can have a lasting impact on the quality of a child's/yeuth’s permanent relationships, cultural
identity, and sense of self.

Timeframe for Initial Contact

Child Welfare Cases (CHIPS-cxly, JIPS, and YJ)

Within seven (7) working days of an approved case transition staffing, the engoing-services
child welfare professional must have face-to-face contact with parents/caregiversguardians
and children—child. Within this timeframe, the child welfare professional must communicate
with case participants and providers to:

e Provide the child welfare professional’s name and contact information.

e Elicit their understanding regarding the reason for their involvement.

e Confirm the initial family-interaction-planFamily Interaction Plan is working.

e Confirm their continued commitment and ability to remain actively involved in the
Permanency Plan.

Family Interaction Plan

When children are in home out-of-home care, family interaction is an opportunity to maintain,
establish, and promote parent-child and sibling relationships. It is also an opportunity for
parents/caregiversguardians to evaluate their own parenting practices and gain knowledge of
new practices and views about parenting. The initial family-interactionplanFamily Interaction
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Plan is implemented until a more thorough understanding of family dynamics is understood by
the child welfare professional.

Family Interaction Plan

Child Welfare Cases (CHIPS only)

Basic Requirements

The agency or its designee is responsible for assuring the initial face-to-face family interaction
contact occurs within five (5) working days of the child{ren)schild’s placement in out-of-home
care.

The agency shall, no later than 60 calendar days after placement, establish and document a

family-interactionplanFamily Interaction Plan that outlines the anticipated interaction for the
child with their parents/quardians, siblings, and other identified participants.

Frequency

Face-to-face family interaction is the responsibility of the agency and must occur weekly, at a
minimum.

When siblings are not placed together, sibling face-to-face interaction must occur monthly, at
minimum.

Additional Requirements

e Children must have other family interaction (e.g., telephone calls, letters, etc.) with their
parents/guardians and siblings as much as possible.

e Family interaction can only be prohibited by the agency if a court finds that continued
contact is not in child’s best interests.

e Family interaction can be decreased or suspended if there is evidence that the contact is
contrary to the safety of the child{ren) and this information is documented in the case
record.

e Family interaction cannot be used as a punishment, reward, or threat for a child.

e The agency cannot restrict or suspend family interaction as a means to control or punish
a parent/quardian for failure to work with agency or community providers or to comply
with conditions of the case or Permanency Plan.

o The out-of-home care provider cannot prohibit family interaction.

Documentation

The Family Interaction Plan and content must be documented in the eWiSACWIS case record
and Permanency Plan.
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Case Planning

Case Planning (CHIPS, JIPS, and Youth Justice)

The child welfare professional begins to discuss permanence with families prior to filing the
initial Permanency Plan. These discussions with the child and family must incorporate the
following topics:

The roles and responsibilities of both the child welfare professional and family.

The reason for agency involvement.

A review of family’s permanence goal, the court process, ASFA timelines, and possible

outcomes or consequences.

The parents-erecaregiversparents/quardians’ rights and responsibilities throughout

the engoing-servicesOngoing Services and court processes with an emphasis on the

temporary state of out-of-home care and the emotional and developmental impact of
out-of-home care on children.

The value of maintaining family interaction.

The purpose of the non-custedialhousehold parent, relatives, and informal supports as

resources for the child and family (see page 182164 “Locating Non-Custedial-Parent

/Household Parents, Relatives, and Like-kin").

The role of out-of-home care provider.

o Including, but not limited to reasonable and prudent parenting decisions to ensure
the child has regular opportunities to engage in age and developmentally
appropriate activities.

The need for compliance with Active Effortsactive efforts for eligible Indian children

as defined in ICWA/WICWA.- This includes:

o Requesting the tribal agency to assist in evaluating the case;.

o Inviting representatives of Indian child’s tribe to participate in custody proceedings
at the earliest point;.

o Notifying and consulting extended family members to provide structure and

support to the child and parents/caregivers:guardians.

Providing family interaction;.

Offering and employing all available family preservation strategies;.

Offering and actively assisting families in accessing community resources;.

Monitoring progress and client-participation in services provided;-and-.

Seeking alternative ways of addressing identified needs when services de-not

exist-or-are not available to the family.

O O O O O

ICWA/WICWA also applies to certain JIPS cases under Wisconsin-statute §:Wis. Stat. s.
938.13. Specifically, WICWA applies to juvenile custody proceedings for yeuthsyouth who are
uncontrollable (Wis. Stat. s. 938.13(4)), habitually truant {§-(Wis. Stat. s. 938.13(6)), school

dropouts {§:(Wis. Stat. s. 938.13(6m)), or habitual runaways (§-(Wis. Stat. s. 938.13(7)).

For additional ICWA/WICWA information and requirements, refer to the Wisconsin Indian
Child Welfare Act Desk-AidResources, Appendix 11, page 288261.
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The family and the out-of-home care provider should be encouraged to collaborate in order to
meet the needs of the child and to support one another. -This can be accomplished through
shared parenting, teaming, and joint decision making about the child.

Determining Change

Information from initial assessment, child welfare assessment, or juvenile court intake process
lays the foundation for considering what must change in-erderfor the child to be reunified.
Throughout the engeing-servicesOngoing Services process, the child welfare professional
clarifies and gathers additional information and works with the family to understand and gain
consensus about the changes necessary for a safe,-stable; and permanent home allowing for
case closure.

Identifying With the Family Necessary Changes- (CHIPS, JIPS, & Youth Justice)

Based on the information discovered throughout the assessment process, the child welfare
professional and parents/caregiversguardians and child, as age and developmentally
appropriate, continue with purposeful discussions about a change strategy that will result in a
Permanency Plan as required in §-Wis. Stats. ss. 48.38 and §-938.38.

This process includes using the Child and Adolescent Needs and Strengths (CANS) tool to:

e Gather and assess information in the following areas:

o Child functioning and well-being (school/child-carechildcare setting:, learning and
development, medical/dental/mental health needs).

o Physical/emotional/behavioral functioning, familial relationships, social skills,
impact of trauma on the child, risk behavior, strengths, the effects of the culture of
the child and family on service provision)-.

o Adult functioning (physical/emotional/behavioral functioning, parenting
practices).

o Family functioning (current service provision, individuals the child and family
identifies as supports and resources, social activities).

e Share information with the family in order to:

o ldentify family strengths, supports, and existing parent/caregiverparenting
capacities.

o Understand what parents/caregiversguardians identify as strengths about
themselves as individuals and in their care-givingcaregiving role.

o Identify the needs of children and parents/caregiversguardians and identifying
ways in which parents/caregiversquardians can be involved in meeting the needs
of their children.

o Determine whether any professional evaluations (i.e. mental health; medical;
educational) are indicated for the child or parents/caregiversguardians to inform
Permanency Plan treatment services.

o Determine with the family the most logical place to begin focusing on change,
setting goals, and identifying potential service options.
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Developing the Permanency Plan

The Permanency Plan serves as an organizer of case activity and a tool for communicating with
parents/caregiversguardians, children, their family members, court parties, and other individuals
involved in providing supports and services to the family. -The child welfare professional is
responsible for overseeing the implementation of the Permanency Plan and working with
parents/caregiversguardians to facilitate change.- Managing the Permanency Plan and change
strategies primarily involves assuring that the Permanency Plan is targeting goals associated
with enhancing stability and achieving permanence. -Ultimately, the purpose of the Permanency
Plan is to identify steps toward establishing a safe and permanent home.
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~ Objectives to meet the goals in the Permanency Plan should be
measurable and consistent with any existing court orders.
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Planning and Developing Goals with the Family (CHIPS, JIPS, and Youth Justice)

This process with the family includes:

e ldentifying the behaviors that need to change, be demonstrated, and sustained.

e Developing behaviorally stated, measurable goals related to support of the family
and stability of the child that are phrased in the family’s own terminology.

e Confirming any specific needs the children may have, including any community
safety needs and how any identified needs will be addressed.

e Ensure the child has opportunities to engage in age and developmentally
appropriate activities following the Reasonable and Prudent Parent Standard.

e l|dentifying supports and change strategies to assist the family in achieving
permanence and safe case closure (i.e., long-term view).

e Identifying services and activities that are acceptable, accessible, and appropriately
matched with what must change.

e Assuring goals establish a sufficient behavioral benchmark for evaluating change.

e Determining permanence goals as required and establishing a plan to achieve
permanence for the child. Permanence options are reunification, transfer of
guardianship, adoption, placement with a fit and willing relative, or other planned
permanent living arrangement.

e Planning to identify, locate, and involve non-household parents and relatives as
resources for permanency options for children (see page 164, “Locating Non-
Household Parents, Relatives, and Like-kin").

e Planning to ensure continued active efforts as defined in ICWA/WICWA for eligible
Indian children.
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The Assessment Process with the Out-of-home Provider

The child welfare professional will gather and assess information using the Child and
Adolescent Needs and Strengths (CANS) tool about the functioning of the out-of-home
provider in relation to the specific child placed in their care in the following areas:

e Supervision

e Problem solving

e Involvement with the child’s care

e Parenting knowledge

e Empathy with the child

e Organization

e Social resources

e Physical health, mental health, substance use, or possible other disability
e Family stress

e Cultural congruence

The placing agency shall use information from the assessment of the child, the child’s family,
and the child’s out-of-home care provider to:

e Communicate information about the needs and strengths of the child and their family.

e Assist with determining the child’s service needs and developing the Permanency
Plan.

e Determine a level of need for the child.

e Inform decisions regarding a placement at a level of care that is appropriate to meet
the child’s level of need.

e Evaluate the match between the knowledge, skills and abilities of an out-of-home care
provider and the needs and strengths of the child.

e Assist in the development of services and supports needed for a specific child and
out-of-home care provider to promote the stability of the placement.

e Provide a mental health screen to all children entering out-of-home care.

e Determine any supplemental payments under DCF 56.23 (2).

Assessment and Permanency Plan Documentation

All assessment and Permanency Plan requirements must be documented in the family record
in eWiSACWIS on the Permanency Plan form DCF-F-CFS2132-E and include:

e General person management information to ensure the record is up to date (family
demographics, tribal membership status, agency and legal).

e Child functioning, adult functioning, parent functioning and parenting practices, and
family functioning information.

e Criteria based goals that are behaviorally stated, understandable to the family, specific

and measurable.
e Services for the child and family.
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Removal information and circumstances including reasonable efforts to prevent

removal.
For an Indian child, active efforts made to prevent the break-up of the Indian family

and efforts to engage the tribal child welfare professional in the development of the

plan.
Placement information, location and placement history.

Efforts made to comply with the Indian Child Welfare Act/Wisconsin Indian Child

Welfare Act ICWA/WICWA) placement preferences under Wis. Stat. s. 48.028(7) for
Indian children.
The results of the CANS tool.

Determination of appropriateness of placement in a facility certified as a Qualified

Residential Treatment Program (QRTP), when applicable.
Permanence goals with supporting information.

The child’s health summary.

The child’s educational summary.

The child’s ongoing opportunities to engage in age or developmentally appropriate

activities following reasonable and prudent parenting.
The Family Interaction Plan.

For an Indian child, active efforts made to provide natural and unsupervised family

interaction in the most natural setting that can ensure the Indian child's safety, as
appropriate to the goals of the Indian child's Permanency Plan, including
arrangements for transportation and other assistance to enable family members to
participate in that interaction.

For an Indian child, Compliance with Notice requirements under Wis. Stat. s.

48.028(4)(a).

Independent living services, when applicable.

Additional Requirements When a Child is an Indian Child

The following must also be documented in the case plan when the child is an Indian child:

The name, address, and telephone number of the Indian child’'s parent/quardian and

Indian child’s tribe.
A description of the remedial services and rehabilitation programs offered under

Wisconsin statutes §. 48.028(4)(2). in an effort to prevent the breakup of the Indian

family.
A statement as to whether the Indian child’'s placement is in compliance with the order

of placement preferences under Wis. Stat. s. 48.028(7)(b) or, if applicable, Wis. Stat. s.
48.028(7)(c) and, if the placement is not in compliance with that order, a statement as
to whether there is good cause, as described in Wis. Stat. s. 48.028(7)(e), for
departing from that order.

For additional ICWA/WICWA information and requirements, refer to Wisconsin Indian Child

Welfare Act Resources, Appendix 1, page 261.

Timeframe
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The child welfare professionals must complete and document the Permanency Plan no later
than 60 days from the day the child was placed in out-of-home care.

After supervisory approval, a copy of the Permanency Plan must be filed with the court and
provided to parents/quardians, Indian child’s tribe and, as appropriate, children.

Considerations for Expectant or Parenting Youth Who Are Placed in Out-of-home
Care

Expecting or parenting youth is defined as any child under age 21 who is placed in out-of-
home care and is expecting a child or currently parenting a child. This includes both
mothers and fathers.

For all expectant or parenting youth who are placed in out-of-home care, a Permanency
Plan must:

e Include a list of the services to be provided to or on behalf of the youth to ensure that
the youth is prepared (in the case of a pregnant youth) or able (in the case of a
parenting youth) to be a parent.

e Describe the out-of-home care prevention strategy for any child born to the expecting
or parenting youth in out-of-home care.

e If the child born to the expecting or parenting youth is an Indian child, describe the
active efforts made to prevent the break-up of the Indian family.

Confirming a Safe Environment in-When Children orYouth-are Placed in
Out-of-Homehome Care

A child welfare professional places a child eryouth-in out-of-home care when:
e Threats to child eryouth community-safety cannot be controlled in the home, or
e A child-eryeuth requires eitherspecific services ersanctionsto address their needs that
cannot be met in the ehild-eryouth’schild’'s home or community.

Oneresponsibility-priorPrior to placing a child-eryeuth, the child welfare professional is te

assessresponsible for assessing and eenfirmconfirming the placement is safe for the child-er
youth-, This obligation exists for all placement settings whether the care is provided by family

members, friends, neighbors, or licensed providers-{i.e-fosterfamilies)-.

Assessing for a safe environment is distinctly different from licensing the placement home.
Licensing occurs at least bi-annuallyevery two years and focuses on specific requirements for
the provider and environment rather than the safety of a specific child eryouth-in the
placement. Therefore assessingAssessing and confirming a safe environment in placement
settings eceursis required to occur every time a new placement is considered and throughout
the placement.
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Applicability

This procedure applies when a child eryouth-is placed in an unlicensed home, foster
carelicensed home, group home, or residential care center.

This procedure does not apply when a child-eryeouth is on a trial reunification, is missing
from out-of-home care, or is placed in any of the following settings:

e Voluntary kinship care home

e Juvenile correctional institutionfacility
Shelter care facility

Adult correctional facility

Secure detention facility

Hospital

Supervised Independent Living placement
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Confirming Safe Environments at the Initiation of a Child's Placement in an
Unlicensed Home

Prior to placement, the child welfare professional or designee must:

e Conduct a home visit to assess and evaluate the safety of the placement setting and
assist the caregiver in obtaining provisions needed for the care of the child. -This
includes discussing expectations and clarifying the role of the out-of-home care
provider; and providing information on issues related to the care of the child.

e Complete a check of law enforcement records or conduct a CCAP check on all
individuals seventeen years of age and older residing in the identified placement
home:-.

e Conduct areverse address Sex Offender Registry check.

e Conduct a check of eWiSACWIS records on all individuals seventeen years of age
and older residing in the identified placement home.

If a home visit cannot be made prior to placement {e.g--an-emergency)the child welfare
professional or designee must have verbal contact at the time the child-eryeuth is placed to
assess and evaluate the safety of the placement setting and assist the caregiver in obtaining
provisions needed for the care of the child. In this circumstance, an initial home visit must
occur within 24 hours of the child’s placement.

During the first encounter with an out-of-home care provider (considered for placement) the
child welfare professional or designee gathers information to identify and understand
placement danger threats (see Appendix V3, page 301)-263). During initial and subsequent
home visits, the child welfare professional interviews and observes household members and
collects data from other sources to make determinations about placement danger threats and
the appropriateness of the placement.

Within five (5) working days following the initial home visit, the child welfare professional or
designee must:

e Conduct a subsequent home visit (a second weekend cannot pass prior to the
subsequent home visit),

e Continue to assess and evaluate safety in the placement setting,

e Confirm with the out-of-home care provider expectations and his/hertheir role in the
protective plan, as applicable,and.

o Discuss any issues related to the care of the child.

Additionally, the child welfare professional or designee must:

e Consider placement danger threats at the first encounter and on an ongoing basis
out-of-home to determine the safety of the placement home. If a placement danger
threat(s) is confirmed, the child welfare professional must locate and transition the
child to a new placement immediately.

e Assess the out-of-home care provider’'s motivation to provide care for the child, view
of the child, and understands the need for the child to be placed in out-of-home care.

e Assess the child’s reaction to the placement home.
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All potential out-of-home care providers or other household members must be included in the
assessment.
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I st \ i\, 301)
The child welfare professional should analyze information from all available sources to help
evaluate the environment of the placement home; and subsequently decide if the child can be
placed in the home safely. -To assist with this decision, the child welfare professional may
consider the criteria in Administrative Code DCF 12.06, in determining if a charge or conviction
substantially relates to caring for children.

If a child is safe from immediate harm in an unlicensed placement home, the child welfare

E. . ) I l || ” E” I.I I_

professional continues to collect information from the out-of-home care provider through
additional contacts to confirm a safe placement. -This assessment includes the out-of-home

care provider’s ability to care for the longer-term needs, emotional development, and well-being
of the child.
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Confirming Safe Environments at the Initiation of a Child's Placement in a Licensed
Foster Home

Prior to placement the child welfare professional or designee must have verbal contact with
the placementout-of-home care provider to assess and evaluate safety in the placement
environment.- The child welfare professional or designee must discuss expectations and
clarify the role of the out-of-home care provider and provide information on any issues related
to the care of the child

Within 24 hours of placement the child welfare professional or designee must:

e Conduct a CCAP check on all individuals seventeen years of age and older residing in
the identified placement home.

e Conduct a reverse address Sex Offender Registry check.

e Conduct a check of eWiSACWIS records on all individuals seventeen years of age and
older residing in the identified placement home;and.

e Assist the caregiver in setting up whatever provisions are needed for the care of the
child.

A home visit must be made within three business(3) working days, not to exceed five
calendar days.- The purpose of the home visit is to assess and evaluate the safety of the
placement setting and assist the caregiver in obtaining provisions needed for the care of the
child. A second weekend may not pass prior to the initial home visit with a licensed provider.

During the first encounter with an out-of-home care provider, the child welfare professional or
designee gathers information to identify and understand placement danger threats. -During
the initial and subsequent home visits and face-to-face monthly contacts, the child welfare
professional interviews and observes household members and collects data from other
sources to make a determination about placement danger threats and the appropriateness of
the placement.

Within seven business(7) working days following the initial home visit the child welfare
professional or designee must:

e Conduct a home visit to assess and evaluate for a safe environment in the placement
setting.

e Confirm with the out-of-home care provider expectations and his-er-hertheir role in the
protective plan.

e Discuss any issues related to the care of the child as well as continue to assist the
out-of-home care provider in setting up whatever provisions are needed for the care of
the child.
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Additionally, the child welfare professional or designee must:

e Consider placement danger threats at the first encounter and on an ongoing basis
with out-of-home care providers to determine the safety of the placement home-{see
Appendix\page 288)-. If a placement danger threat(s) is confirmed, the child welfare
professional must locate and transition the child to a new placement home
immediately.

e Assess the out-of-home care provider's:

1. Ability to provide care for the child;-.

2. View of the childand-.

3. When arelationship currently exists between the out-of-home care provider
and the child, an understanding of the need for the child to be placed in out-of-
home care.

e Assess the child’s reaction to the placement home and the out-of-home care provider
in cases where a relationship currently exists between the out-of-home care provider
and the child.

All potential out-of-home care providers and other household members who may be in a care
giving role must be included in the assessment. -“Household member” means any person
living in a foster home;whetherornotrelated-tothe licensee-as-defined-in DCF-56-0f the
Administrative Code.
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face-contact assists the child in transitioning to the foster home and alse-supports the provider
with caring for the child. -If a child is safe from immediate harm in the foster care placement,
the child welfare professional continues to collect information from the out-of-home care
provider through continued contact to confirm a safe placement. -This assessment includes the
out-of-home care provider’s ability to care for the child’'s long-term needs, emotional
development, and well-being.

Assessing for a safe environment in a foster home is a shared responsibility between the
licensing child welfare professional and the placing agency child welfare professional. -Both
child welfare professionals should work together and share information accerdingly-to ensure
the child is safe in the placement setting.
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Placement Danger Threats and Placement Decisions

Placement danger threats (see Appendix 3, page 263) indicate the unlicensed or foster care
placement is an unsafe environment for the child.

e When a placement danger threat is confirmed at the first encounter with the out-of-
home care provider, the child welfare professional must immediately pursue an
alternative placement for the child.

e When a placement danger threat is confirmed for a child currently in placement, the
child welfare professional must immediately begin the process of transitioning the
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At times, the court may continue a placement despite a confirmed placement danger threat. -In
these situations, a plan should be made to ensure a safe environment for the child and should
be recorded in the “Confirming Safe Environments” document in eWiSACWIS and the child’s
Permanency Plan.

Use of the Child and Adolescent Needs and Strengths Assessment

The Child and Adolescent Needs and Strengths (CANS) assessment process and tool is used

e Identify the needs and strengths of the child.
e Determine the ability of the provider to meet the child’s needs.
e Evaluate the stability of the placement.
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Current Caregiver CANS Rating of “3”

The child welfare professional uses the Child and Adolescent Needs and Strengths (CANS)
assessment process and tool to assist in identifying a child’s needs and strengths to meet
histhertheir needs and make the best possible match with a placement home. -This
assessment process also identifies the current caregiver’'s needs to support him/herthem in
providing care for the child placed in the home.

e When the child welfare professional rates any area a “3” on the CANS tool for the
“Current Caregiver,” the child welfare professional must reassess placement danger
threats for the child.

e If a placement danger threat(s) is confirmed, the child welfare professional must
immediately transition the child to an alternative placement.

e When a placement danger threat is identified for a specific child, the child welfare
professional must assess the safety of all children placed in the home. -If an unsafe
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determination is made for other children in the home, the child welfare professional
must immediately transition the child(ren) to an alternative placement.

Confirming Safe Environments in Group Homes or Residential Care Centers

One of the primary purposes of a group or residential care placement is to address the unique
needs of children who require more intensive services than a family setting can provide. -These
placement settings offer specialized services in a structured environment for children and youth
with special developmental, therapeutic, physical, or emotional needs. -Services and supervision
are provided by staff employed by the group or residential care setting. -Therefore, evaluating

safety of the environment in these settings is different than in placement-homes-where specific
caregivers-are licensed-to-provide-carefamily settings.

Confirming Safe Environments in Group Homes or Residential Care Centers

Prior to placement, the child welfare professional or designee must evaluate the safety of
the group hemeshome or residential care center by:

e Ensuring the facility has the capacity to meet the child’s needs based on their
CANS score.

e Making a determination with the facility representative that the behaviors of other
children, youth, or adults in the placement setting do not present a concern for the
child’s safety.

e Addressing any additional needs to ensure the child is safe in the placement
setting. -Examples include additional or special training for agency staff,
rearranging the living environment, etc.

At a minimum, the child welfare professional or designee must evaluate and confirm the
safety of the environment in the group home or residential care center every six months
while a child remains in this setting. The child welfare professional or designee must:

e Confirm the facility has the continued capacity to meet the child's needs based on
the current CANS score.

e FEvaluate changes in the child’'s CANS assessment to determine if this has any
implications for the current facility to meet the child’'s needs or the stability of the
placement.

e Confirm with the facility representative that the behaviors of other children, youth,
or adults in the placement setting do not present a concern for the child’s safety.

e FEvaluate the child’s adjustment to and views about the current placement.

When a safety concern is identified for the placed child that involves or may impact the
safety of other children in the placement setting, the worker must address it by reporting
the information to the appropriate authority (e.g., CPS, Child Welfare licensing, law
enforcement, etc.).
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Documentation

The child welfare professional must use the “Confirming Safe Environments” template in
eWIiSACWIS to quide and document decision-making related to assessing, evaluating, and
confirming safety in all unlicensed and licensed placements, and in all group home and
residential placements. Information regarding a safe environment must be documented in
the family eWiSACWIS record and approved by a supervisor or their designee fourteen
(14) calendar days from the date the placement was made.

172




Risk Management in All Placement Setting Types

At times, the behawors of other mmors in the placement settmg (eg—bwﬂsrepadeptweehud;en

etc-)out or cond|t|ons of the phy3|cal enwronment may present rlsk to the ch|Id

The child welfare professional or designee should assess and evaluate the behaviors of other
minors within the home to determine the needs of the child and to assist the placementout-of-
home care provider in meeting identified needs.

Risk Management Planning

The child welfare professional or designee collaborates with other child welfare professionals
or facility staff to understand the behaviors of other children in the placement setting. -The
following behaviors must be considered to determine if there is a risk to the child:

e Aggressive behaviors - especially children known to have a history of violence.

e Sexually abusive behaviors, including children within the placement setting who
victimize other children physically or sexually.

o Other behaviorissuesbehavioral concerns, including mental health, AODA, or other
concerning behaviors such as fire setting, etc.

When there is an identified risk, a risk management plan must be created to mitigate the risk
and ensure the environment is safe for the child. Considerations for a risk management plan
include, but are not limited to, the following:

e Additional or special training for out-of-home care providers.
e Additional contact by agency or other providers.

173



. Durine Out-of-H Child Welfare.C

Re-arranging the living environment (changing sleeping arrangements, moving

children to other units in an RCC, etc.).

The “Confirming Safe Environments” template in eWiSACWIS must be used to guide and
document risk management.

Contact Requirements

Fundamental to engaging the family in a change process is establishing a relationship and
developing a more thorough understanding of the dynamics that led to agency intervention.
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When-aDocumentation

The child eryouthisplaced-in-out-of-home-care the caseworkerwelfare professional or

designee must havedocument both completed and attempted face-to-face contacts with
parents/guardians, children, and the out-of-home care provider in eWiSACWIS as a case note.

The note must include, at a minimum, the following information describing the face-to-face

contact-monthlyat-a-minimum,-with-parents;

e Date, time, and duration of the visit.

e Participants involved.

e Location of the visit.

e Type of contact.

e Purpose and summary of the results of the contact that includes:
o Progress towards meeting goals of the plan and
o Family’s understanding of the plan.

Accomplishing this necessitates a high level of contact by the casewerkerchild welfare
professional to collaborate with the family in working toward reducing or eliminating safety
threats and reaching permanence at the earliest point possible.

Frequency of Caseworker-Contacts

CaseworkerfaceFace-to-face contacts must be focused on the safety, permanence, and
_well-being needs of the child and must be sufficient to address the requirements of goals of the

case-plan.- The agency must assureensure that child(ren) and individuals-inaparentingrele
{e*elu@ngeu%ef—hemeeapeqe;ewdeps}parents/quardlans have monthly face-to face contact

welfare professmnal) unless the easeplan reqU|res more frequent contact

Documentation
The-ongoing-services-workerContact with Parents/Guardians

When a child is placed in out-of-home care, the child welfare professmnal or designee

The case-note-mustincludehave at a minimum, the following-information-describing
themonthly face-to-face contact:

Date. time.and-durati £ the visit
I .I f the visit
+—Typeof contact:
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Contact with the Child/‘cuth

Private, face-to-face contact with children and yeuthsyouth in out-of-home care is important
because it provides opportunities for them to openly discuss their adjustment to the
placement setting and express their thoughts and feelings about their out-of-home care
experience. -It also provides the child welfare professional with opportunities to confirm the
safety of the placement setting. If the licensing agency, placing agency, and supervisory
agency are different agencies, those agencies shall determine a contact plan.

The engoing-services-child-welfare professionallicensing agency, supervising agency, or
designee-mustplacing agency shall have monthly-face-to-face-contact with the foster

child/yeuth; at least once a minimum-

month in-person. More than 50%)% of the face-to-face contacts must be
in the child’s/youth’s out-of-home placement, occurring no less than every other month.

When the child/yeuth resides in a placement more than 60 miles from their residence, face-to
face contact may be quarterly by the assigned agency-child welfare professional if the
placement facility or another agency or contract worker (licensing worker, residential staff,
treatment foster care worker, etc.) maintains at least monthly face-to-face contact with the

child/yeuth.

When a child/Ayeuth is assessed at a Levellevel of threeneed of 3 or higher4 on the CANS
assessment and is placed with an out-of-home care provider with a certification of three3 or
higher, the licensing agency, supervising agency-{ceunty, or Child Placement-Agency)placing
agency must have bi-weekly, face-to-face-at least one in-person contact every other week with
the child.

A licensing agency, placing agency, or supervisory agency representative other than the foster
parent shall have an in-person contact with a foster child placed in a Level 5 foster home at
least every other week. At least one contact per month shall be in the foster home.

For additional information, refer to page 199, “CaseweorkerContact-182, “Child Welfare
Professional Face-to-Face Contact Requirements-forChildren-and-Juveniles-in-anOut-of-

Additional information regarding casewerker-contact requirements with children-in-Level 3,4,
and-5-fosterhomes-isthe child can be found in Administrative Rule DCF 56.185.

Documentation

The Ongoing Services child welfare professional or designee must document both completed
and attempted face-to-face contacts with the child in eWiSACWIS as a case note. The note
must include, at a minimum, the following information:

e Date, time, and duration of the visit.
e Participants involved.
e | ocation of the visit.
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e Type of contact.
e Purpose and summary of the results of the contact.

In addition, at least one note a month must include the following information (continues on

next page):

Safety

This includes the ongoing assessment of safety of the child and, if applicable, community or a
child’s behavioral risk(s), including risk to self and risk to others. Describe how the child is
adjusting to the current living arrangement and educational setting. Include whether or not the
child has had an opportunity to engage in private communications with the child welfare
professional regarding the out-of-home placement and any other concerns. For parenting

youth in out-of-home care, this section should include a statement regarding the safety of that
youth’s child(ren).

Permanenc

This includes a discussion of tracking progress on achieving outcomes; adjustment of
strategies/intervention(s) when needed, transition planning, family interaction, life skills

development and independent living needs and goals for youth aged 14 or older.

Status of Child’'s Well-Being

19(1){b)-This includes a description of the child’s physical health, learning and development,
mental health needs (emotional development and behavioral functioning), and the child’s
ongoing opportunities to engage in age or developmentally appropriate activities following
the Reasonable and Prudent Parent Standard.

The above listed information must be documented in eWiSACWIS within 20 business days
after the face-to-face contact with the child occurred, regardless of whether the visits were
conducted by the child welfare professional or their designee.
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Contact with the Out-of-home Care Provider

The child welfare professional or designee must have at a minimum, monthly contact with
the foster parent of a level 1 or 2 foster home. The contact may be in person, by phone, or
by an interactive electronic format.

The licensing agency, supervising agency, or placing agency shall have contact with a
Level 3 or 4 foster parent at least 2 in-person contacts per month. At least one of these
contacts shall be in the foster home.

Contact with the out-of-home care provider focuses on the safety, permanence, and well-
being of the child. This includes:

e Evaluating the compatibility of the child with the out-of-home care provider and
other household members.

e Evaluating the ability of the out-of-home care provider to meet the needs of the
child in a safe manner.

e FEvaluating the experiences the child has had to regularly engage in age or
developmentally appropriate activities following the Reasonable and Prudent
Parent Standard.

e Discussing any additional support needed by the out-of-home care provider to
safely maintain any child living with the out-of-home provider.

Documentation

The-ongeing-services child welfare professional or designee must document beth

eempleted—and—a%tempied—iaee—te—iae&contacts Wlth the eh#dout of home care prowder in
eW|SACWIS as a case note. Fhecase.

Locating & Involving Non-Household Parents, Relatives, and Like-kin
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When a child is placed in out-of-home care and one or both of the child’s
parents/quardians whereabouts are unknown to the agency, the agency must make
continuous efforts to locate and engage them in the planning process. Continued efforts
to locate and engage non-household parents, caregivers, and relatives must occur
throughout agency involvement with the family.

Documentation

DGCF-orthecounty-department must document the-informationlisted-aboveall continued
efforts to locate and engage non-household parents, and relatives in a note in

the family’s eWiSACWIS wi

For additional information, refer to “Locating Non-Household Parents, Relatives, and Like-
kin,” page 164.
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Locating and involving non-custedialhousehold parents, alleged fathers,and-relatives, and like-
kin is also valuable when a child remains in the family home under a childrenchild in need of
protective services (CHIPS) order or on a voluntary basis. -Extended family and
parents/guardians can be a positive support or resource for a family well beyond the agency’s
involvement with the family.

Children Missing from Out-of-home Care

Shild Youlh Miceina frorm Out-of-H .

Requirements

When the whereabouts of children eryeuth-livingplaced in out-of-home care settings-are
unknown, the safety and well-being of those children eryouths-cannot be assured-
ensured. When children-eryeuth are missing from care, they are vulnerable to and at risk
of additional emotional and physical trauma-{e.g-sexualexploitation,sex-trafficking,drug
abuse;oreriminalactivity)—. Thus, measures to locate the child-eryeuth, communicate
with critical individuals and agencies involved with the child-eryeuth, and plan for the

child’'s eryeouth-safe return must be made by the agency.

When a child eryeuth-is considered missing from out-of-home care, the case shalishould
not be closed }ust—beeausefor the reason, “the Chl|d e;—yeutnis missmg from care—Any

Note: Open cases with dispositions of Missing from Care at age 18 or older still qualify for
independent living services.

For additional information, refer to page 187, “Children Missing from Out-of-home Care.”

Permanency Plan Evaluation

Evaluating progress is a continual process of tracking and adjusting by the child welfare
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nges and needs of the family, the child welfare professional uses
information obtained from monthly contacts with children, parents/caregiversguardians, out-of-
home care providers, collateral contacts, and the family team.

The Permanency Plan Evaluation uses the goals in the plan as the basis for measuring progress

and change related to establishing safety and achieving permanence. The child welfare
professional gathers information from parents/quardians, children, family team members, and

providers to make decisions about:

e The family’s progress toward achieving change and permanence.
e The effectiveness of service delivery related to achieving goals.

Permanency Plan Evaluation Content

The content of the Permanency Plan Evaluation must include:

e Updated general person management information to ensure the record is up to date
(family demographics, tribal membership status, agency and legal).

e Current assessment of parent/guardian and family functioning.

e Current assessment of child functioning and well-being; (education, health, mental
health, and, when applicable, independent living plan).

e For an Indian child, the efforts made to engage the tribal child welfare professional in
the evaluation of the Permanency Plan.

e A review of the child's participation in regular opportunities to engage in age and
developmentally appropriate activities following the Reasonable and Prudent Parent
Standard.

e An evaluation of the out-of-home care prevention plan for any child born to an
expectant or parenting youth and any updates, as necessary.

e If the child born to the expecting or parenting youth is an Indian child, describe the
active efforts made to prevent the break-up of the Indian family.

e Updated information related to the parent/quardian readiness for change and their
participation in Permanency Plan services and activities (identifying and
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understanding where a parent/guardian is in terms of their
acknowledgement/acceptance of problems and willingness to change).

e Review and confirmation of the effectiveness of providers, informal supports,
services, or other plan strategies.

e Review of progress in locating and engaging non-household parents, and -relatives.

e Additional needed changes to the plan.

e FEvaluation and confirmation of the continued safety, stability, and appropriateness of
the placement setting.

e Areview of and continued determination of the appropriateness of placement in a
facility certified as a Qualified Residential Treatment Program (QRTP), when

applicable.

When the Child is an Indian Child

The Permanency Plan must ensure the need for compliance with active efforts for eligible Indian
children as defined by the Indian Child Welfare Act/Wisconsin Indian Child Welfare Act
(ICWA/WICWA). This includes documentation of the Agency’s efforts in the following areas:

° Requesting the tribal agency to assist in evaluating the case.

° Including representatives of the Indian child’s tribe in custody proceedings at the

earliest point.

° Notifying and consulting extended family members to provide structure and support
to the child and parents/guardians.
Providing family interaction.
Offering and employing all available family preservation strategies.
Offering and actively assisting families in accessing community resources.
Monitoring progress and participation in services provided.
Seeking alternative ways of addressing identified needs when services are not
available to the family.

The Permanency Plan Evaluation must also ensure the Indian child’s placement is in compliance
with the order of placement preferences under Wis. Stat. s. 48.028(7)(b) or, if applicable, Wis.
Stat. s. 48.028(7)(c). If the placement is not in compliance with that order, a statement as to
whether there is good cause, as described in Wis. Stat. s. 48.028(7)(e), for departing from that
order must be part of the evaluation process.

For additional ICWA/WICWA information and requirements, refer to the Wisconsin Indian Child
Welfare Act Resources, Appendix 1, page 261.

Evaluating progress of goals established in written agreements if-applicable;through a continual
process of tracking and adjusting by the child welfare professional along with the child, family,

and team. To understand changes and needs of the family, the child welfare professional uses
information obtained from monthly contacts with children, parents/guardians, out-of-home care
providers, collateral contacts, and the family team.
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Evaluating and Revising the Permanency Plan

The Permanency Plan must be revised and documented in eWiSACWIS when an evaluation
indicates or reveals:

e More information is learned about child functioning, adult functioning, parenting
practices or family functioning that necessitates a change to the case plan in
orderto assist the family to make the needed behavioral changes.

e Achange on the CANS assessment identifies a change in service needs for the
child, or another placement type is more appropriate to meet the needs of the child
based on a change on the CANS assessment (e.g. from a residential care center to
foster care).

e The court orders a disposition that is not consistent with the child’'s Permanency
Plan.

e An administrative review panel makes a recommendation to change the existing
Permanency Plan and court order.

e The permanence goal for the child is changed.

e An expecting youth placed in out-of-home care becomes a parent.

The agency must create-orrevise a Permanency Plan so that it is consistent with any of the
above circumstances and file it with the court-, though a court hearing would not be required.
These court-ordered changes are considered a part of the dispositional order and thus
included in the Permanency Plan. A copy of each revised plan that is filed with the court must
be provided to the child’s ‘parent;-/guardian, ertndian-custedian;to the child or the child’s
counsel, (i.e. guardian ad litem or public defender), and to the district-atterney-orthe
corporationagency'’s legal counsel.

Currently the timeframe for filing a revised-subseguent Permanency Plans is not stated in
statute; however, best practice indicates that a request for a revision should be submitted to the
district attorney-orthe corporationcounselthatrepresen he-ageneyagency’s legal counsel
within 30 days after the event that instigated the need for the revision.
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While the- Subsequent Permanency Plan

Subsequent Permanency Plans must be reviewed, updated, and provided to all parties in the
case at least 5 days prior to the next permanency review or hearing.

The subsequent Permanency Plan must include information about the child resides-in-out-of-
home careand parents/caregivers progress from the previous six months and goals for the
next six months.

Timeframe and Documentation

As part of evaluating the Permanency Plan, the child welfare professional must;at- formally
evaluate and document the Permanency Plan:

e No later than six (6) months from the date of the last Permanency Plan when the
child is placed in out-of-home care.
e Subsequent reviews of the Permanency Plan must be completed within six
(6) months of the last permanency review or hearing.
Requirements must be documented on the Permanency Plan in the family eWiSACWIS case

record and approved by a mmmam—e@uai&and—eenmmﬂw—saiety—e#a—speem»&pheemem
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Additional Situations-When-Reconfirming Safe Environments of Unlicensed Homes and
Licensed Homes

While the child resides in out-of-home care, the child welfare professional must, at a Safe

Environmentis-Reguiredminimum, evaluate and confirm the safety of a specific placement
every six (6) months or at the review of the permanency plan, whichever comes first.

The child welfare professional-cr, designee, or other individual identified by agency policy
(e.g. foster care coordinator, paraprofessional staff, etc.) must:

e Conduct a CCAP records check on all individuals seventeen years of age and older
residing in the identified placement home.

e Conduct a reverse address Sex Offender Registry check and a CPS records check
on any individual seventeen years of age and older that has moved into the identified
placement home since the previous confirmation or reconfirmation of safety in the
placement environment.

Additionally, the child welfare professional or designee must:

o Have face-to-face contact with out-of-home care providers to judge the safety of
the placement home by assessing placement danger threats. If a placement
danger threat is confirmed, the child welfare professional must locate another
placement home for the child.

e Assess the out-of-home care provider’s ability to meet the combined needs of all

the children and any other individuals requiring care in the home.

o Evaluate—must—rewew—and—rf—neeessary—deeument changes te—theGenirrmmg—Saie

pemts—m—the—easern the child’s CANS assessment to determlne |f there are

implications regarding the current out-of-home care provider’s ability to meet the
child’s needs or the stability of the placement.

+—WhenEvaluate changes in the current out-of-home care provider's CANS assessment to
determine if there are conditions-in-the-placement-home-thatmightaffecta-implications
regarding provider’s ability to meet the child’s safety change-eitherpositivelyneeds or

o Whenthe physicaladdressstability of the placement-changes{e.g-whena

301):Evaluate the child’s adjustment to and attitude about the current Dlacement
as well as the child’s overall integration into the placement family.

e FEvaluate the current out-of-home care provider regarding the provider’s ability to
support the permanence goal for the child; relationship with the identified
permanent placement for the child (unless the current out-of-home care provider is
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also the identified permanent placement) and relationship with the child welfare
professional/agency.

At times the court may continue a placement despite a confirmed placement danger threat. In
these situations, a plan should be made to ensure a safe environment for the child and recorded

in the Confirming Safe Environments document in eWiSACWIS and the child’s Permanency Plan.
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Current Caregiver CANS Rating of “3”

The child welfare professional uses the CANS tool to assist in identifying a child’s needs and
strengths to meet their needs and make the best possible match with a placement home. This
assessment process also identifies the current caregiver's needs to support them in providing
care for the child placed in the home.

e When the child welfare professional rates any area a “3” on the CANS tool for the “Current
Caregiver”, the child welfare professional must reassess placement danger threats for the
child.

e If a placement danger threat is confirmed, the child welfare professional must immediately
begin the process of transitioning the child to an alternative placement.

e When a placement danger threat is cenfirmedidentified for a specific child, the child welfare
professmnal must +mmed+atel%assess the safety of all chlldren pIaced in the home 44%9rder

If a determlnatlon is made that thepfaeement—hemethls is an unsafe enV|ronment for other
children in the home, the case-managerforeach-child welfare professional must
immediately begin the process of transitioning the child(ren) to an alternative placement.

Current Caregiver CANS-Rating-of “Placement Danger Threats and Placement Decisions

Placement danger threats (see Appendix 3*

Iheemld—wetfareprefes&enalruses Daqe 263 “Placement Danqer Threats") |nd|cate that the
andrmakethebestpes&blenqatehwﬁhaunllcensed or foster care placement heme—'Fhrs
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When a placement danger threat is identifiedconfirmed for a specific child, the child welfare
professional must immediately assess the safety of all children placed in the home. To
accomplish this, the child welfare professional collaborates with other child welfare
professionals that have children placed in the home as well as the foster care coordinator. If a
determination is made that thisthe placement home is an unsafe environment for other children
in the home, the child welfare professional for each child must immediately begin the process of
transitioning the child{ren) to an alternative placement.

Documentation

The child welfare professional must use the “Reconfirming Safe Environments” template in
eWIiSACWIS to guide and document decision-making related to assessing, evaluating, and
confirming safety in all unlicensed and festercarelicensed placements and in all group home
and residential placementscare centers. Information regarding a safe environment must be
documented in the family eWiSACWIS case-record and approved by a supervisor or his/hertheir
designee.
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Safety,stability; and permanence are applicable for all children involved with the child protective
service system no matter the circumstances or type of case. -Every child is expected to have a
A - fe;
Safety, Stability,and Permanence sate;
Achieving- y stable,
and permanent home prior to case-closure. -When working with families the agency is
responsible for permanence by ensuring a safe and-stable-home for children that remain with

the parents/caregiversguardians, are reunified with their parents/caregiversguardians, or are
placed in an alternative permanent living situation.
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RPERMAGENCESEFERMINA IO A N ACHIEVERIERNT

Permanence Determination and Achievement

Permanence

The prompt and decisive actions that are made to maintain a child safely in his/hertheir own
home or to permanently place him/herthem in a safe alternate family setting can have a lasting
impact on the quality of a child’s permanent relationships, cultural identity, and sense of self.

Effective practice requires that planning for a child’s permanence begin with the end in mind. -It
is important to develop a partnership with the family in understanding the specific conditions
required before child permanence can be achieved. -These conditions should be related to the
goals specified in the Permanency Plan or court order. -It should be clear to the child and family
when the Permaneney-Planningpermanency planning process is completed. -Planning for
permanence includes establishing lifelong connections for the child. Case consultation can
assist agency staff in evaluating whether a particular goal is appropriate and how to address
barriers in achieving permanence.

Permanency Planning

Permanency Rlanningplanning requirements continue until permanence is achieved for a child
or the child reaches the age of majority and ages out of care.- Permanence should bring
physical, legal, and emotional safety and security within the context of a family relationship and
allow lifelong relationships with a variety of caring adults. Permanence can be achieved in a
variety of ways.

Permanencecan-beachievedinavaretyofways The Adoption and Safe Families Act (ASFA)
recognizes the following permanence goals:
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¢ Reunification

« Adoption

Transferof-Guardianship

Adoption

Placement with a fitFit and willingrelativeWilling Relative

Other Permanent Living Arrangements (OPPLA) (i.e., sustaining care or long-term foster
care)

For children with a goal of “Other Planned Permanent Living Arrangement” (OPPLA),) continued
planning efforts to achieve the goals of adeptionreunification, transfer of guardianship,
adoption, or permanent placement with a fit and willing relative-erreunification are required.

Reunification is the desired permanence goal. However, there are times when reunification may
not be appropriate or cannot occur. For these children, it is important to consider other
permanence goals.

If reunification cannot be achieved with the child and their parent, a permanence goal of
guardianship or placement with a fit and willing relative, would allow for children to remain
connected with their family without permanently severing ties between children and their
biological and/or legal family.

;A permanence goal of adoption may be appropriate if reunification cannot be achieved with the
parent/quardian and there is no other relative or like-kin available to assume guardianship of the
child.

In each case one or more of these basic sets of circumstances apply:

e The child is 16 years of age or older

The child cannot be safely reunited with his-er-hertheir birth family.

Recruitment of a guardian or an adoptive erguardian-family hashave not been successful.

The agency has been unable to place the child with a fit and willing relative.

There is an identified appropriate planned permanent living arrangement in which the child

wishes to continue living.

e A-Atthe time the goal is selected, the decision ishas been made that adeption-or
reunification, guardianship or adoption is incompatible with a youth's age, special need or

complex circumstances: at the time.
e The youth is being provided an opportunity to be a part of the decisions related to his-er
hertheir permanency.
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In all cases choosing the most appropriate goal(s) for a child involves considerations of the
child, the family, the Indian child’s tribe, and the relationships of the child with others and the

progress of the Permanency PIan{seeAppeanM—page%@)—"Pemmneney@ptms%eh

Permanence has been reached once ajudge-states-an-identified-goalthe court order (e.q., Child

in Need of Protection or Services case (CHIPS)/Juvenile in Need of Protection or Services
(JIPS)/Temporary Physical Custody (TPC) has been achieved -however-the transition-to

permanence-includes families living free-of CRS-agency-intervention—terminated or dismissed.

Agencies have the responsibility to ensure families-arethe family is aware of resources and
supports necessary to sustain the child on their own, whether permanency is achieved through
reunification, guardianship or adoption.
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Concurrent Planning

Concurrent planning is athe process of working on one permanence goal while at the same time
establishing and implementing an alternative permanence goal that involves simultaneous
activities to move a child more quickly to permanence-, pursuant to Wis. Stat. s. 48.355(2b). It
involves a mix of meaningful family engagement, targeted case practice, and legal strategies
aimed at achieving timely permanence. -Concurrent planning must include the following core
components:

Assessment/Determination

Full Disclosure

Family Search and Engagement

Teaming

Family Interaction

Clear timelinesTimelines

Transparency

e Collaboration with stakeheldersCommunity Partners

Assessing the Need for Concurrent Planning

Assessing the need for concurrent planning involves early assessment of the conditions that led
to the child’s placement into out-of-home care, the strengths of the family, and the likelihood of
reunification within 12 to 15 months, that is culturally respectful and based on the family’s
history and current functioning. -The assessment is based on a review of factors that make
timely reunification more or less likely.- This allows the child welfare professional and child’s
team to make determinations about the family’s capacity to benefit from reunification services
and the need for alternative planning. -By no means should the presence of such conditions be
construed to mean reasonable efforts to reunify the child are not required, unless they meet the
statutory criteria, for instances where reasonable efforts are not required as stated in Wis.
Stats.Ch ss. 48.38(4m) and 938.38(4m).
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Determination of Appropriateness for Concurrent Planning

Certain indications have been shown to be related to factors that can delay or decrease the
likelihood of reunification. -When one of the following circumstances exists, a concurrent
permanence goal and plan must be established for a child:

e The child has been the victim of more than one form of abuse.

o There have been three or more CPS interventions for serious separate incidents,
indicating a chronic pattern of abuse or severe neglect or there is a pattern of
intergenerational abuse with a lack of historical change in family dynamics.

e A parent/guardian has a history of substance abuse or is chemically dependent
and/or has a history of treatment failures or the child was drug-exposed at the time of
birth.

o The child has been abandoned with friends, relatives, out-of-home care providers, at
the hospital, or after being placed in care, parents/guardians do not visit on their own
accord.- Parents disappear or appear rarely.

e A parent/guardian is intellectually impaired; or has shown significant deficits in care
for the child and has no support system of relatives able to share parenting.

o Parents-orcaretakers/guardians have a pattern of at least one year of documented
history of domestic violence between caretakers and they refuse to separate.

e A parent's rights to another child have been involuntarily terminated or the parent has
asked to relinquish the child on more than one occasion.

e A parent/quardian has significant, protracted, and untreated mental health issues.

e The child or siblings have been placed in out-of-home care or with relatives for periods
of over six months duration or have had repeated placements with CPS intervention
and previous attempts at reunification have failed.

e A-parent'sA parents/quardian’s only visible support system is a drug culture, with no
significant effort to change over time.

e A parent/guardian has repeatedly, and with premeditation, harmed a child or the child
experienced extreme physical or sexual abuse by a parent, or the parent/guardians
has allowed someone else to abuse the child.

e A parent/guardian has previously killed or seriously harmed another child.

The above list shall not be considered the only instances when a concurrent plan is
established. -The establishment of a concurrent plan must be documented in the child’s
eWiSACWIS Permanency Plan.

Concurrent planning involves the practice of engaging parents/guardians in a discussion about
all the permanence options, including the steps necessary for reunification, the possibility of a
voluntary termination of parental rights (TPR);) or transfer of guardianship, and the likelihood of
an involuntary TPR if reunification goals are not accomplished within specified time limits. Jtis
notafastirack to-adoption, but topermanence—Effective concurrent planning assuresensures
that the parents/guardians recognize that they ehoeseimpact outcomes for their child through
their actions.

Family teamingTeaming is a critical component of concurrent planning practice. -Concurrent
planning and family-teamingFamily Teaming are approaches that happen at the same time.
Family teams support the concurrent planning process by providing a format to share
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knowledge, planning, and decision making with the family and providers regarding goals,
timelines, and options for permanence.

Full Disclosure

Full disclosure involves the child welfare professional providing information, both verbally
and in writing, to the parents/guardians so that they fully understand the need for timely
permanence for their child full disclosure includes the child welfare professional:

e Explaining that out-of-home care is temporary, and it is better for children to be
cared for by their parents/guardians and/or others who they know and love them.

e Providing information about the parents’ rights and responsibilities, including: the
need to share information about the child’s needs, a search for and consideration
of relatives who may be able to care for the child, participation in the case
planning process and the involvement of the court system.

e Discussing the support services available to help the parents/quardians.

e Providing information about the goals of concurrent planning, time frames, and
permanency options. %ldweﬁa;epre#es&ena#&mustrateih@ega#pepmaneney

%ega#Pen%aneneyStaWan@eatepsinhe Chl|d welfare professmnal must
explain to the parents/guardians that developmental and emotional harm can
result from a child placed in out-of-home care and the urgency to establish
permanence.

e Explaining the timelines for permanency required through the Adoptions and Safe
Families Act of 1997.

Achieving Permanence
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and inwritingActive Efforts

Reasonable Efforts to the-parents/caregivers-so-thattheyfullyunderstand-the-need-for
timelyAchieve Permanence

Child welfare agencies are required to provide reasonable efforts, or active efforts in the case
of an Indian child, to achieve permanence for theira child—Full-disclosure-includes in out-of-
home care.

Considerations for reasonable efforts may include:

e __Providing family interaction.
e Offering of services consistent with the Permanency Plan goals.
e Providing case management services through an assigned child welfare professional:

without permanent parent(s)

Active Efforts to Prevent the Breakup of the Indian Child’'s Family and/or Reunify

If the child is an Indian child, the child welfare agencies are required to provide active efforts
to prevent the breakup of the Indian child’s family. If the Indian child is removed from their
family, child welfare agencies are required to provide active efforts to reunify the family.
Active efforts as defined by ICWA/WICWA requires an ongoing, vigorous, and concerted level
of case work that must include:

e Engaging the tribal child welfare professional in any evaluation and case plan
development.

e Comprehensively assess the family and explore in-home safety options.

e |dentifying the tribal child welfare professional at the earliest point possible. Actively
seek their advice and invite them to participate in all aspects of the proceeding.

e Notifying and consulting extended family members to provide structure and support
to the Indian child, parents/guardians and Indian custodian.

e Providing natural and unsupervised family interaction.

e Utilizing all family preservation strategies and seek the assistance of tribal child
welfare professionals to determine if the strategies are culturally appropriate.

e Actively assisting the family in accessing community resources.

+—Considering alternative ways of addressing the needs of the Indian child’s parents-
o family was provided. Previding-informationaboutthe gealsofconecurrentplannine




Permanency Goals

Reunification represents a specific event within ongoing case-management-services. Itis
possible to reunify after parents/caregiversguardians have made progress related to issues
associated with safety threats and parent/caregiverguardian protective capacities. -The
essential question is, “Can the child be kept safe within the home if he-ershe-isthey are returned
home?”- The answer to this question is based on the determination that there has been
sufficient change related to parent/caregiverguardian’s behavior or adjustment or change in
circumstances associated with

conditions for return which justify returning the child home.- The safety assessment results will

assist the child welfare professional in determining if reunification can occur with or without an
in-home safety plan.
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Trial-Reunification Criteria and Process

a-structured-way-to-work-towardsreunification-with-Reunification is defined as a child
returning to the child’s parents/quardians or the home efremevalfrom which they were
removed.

When-For child welfare cases the decision to reunify shall be based on whether sufficient
progress has been made te-amelierateon goals of the reasensforremovalPermanency

Plan, and |t is in the child/youth’s-orindian-child’'s best interests-a-trial-reunification-may

When reunification is with a non-household parent, the agency shall continue to work with

the non-household parent to obtain a family court order that supports custody/placement
with that parent. The agency shall not close the family’s case until a family court order is
in place that supports the reunification arrangement.

Prior to reunification for all case types:

e Child welfare professional must consult with their supervisor, or designee.
e Agency must ensure court approval, and
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Child welfare professional must develop a Dlan that addresses how chanqes in famllv
dynamics will be manaqed h i

Trial ReunificationCriteria-and Process

Reunification-isdefined-as-achildreturning-Child welfare professionals shall consider the

use of trial reunification to provide a structured approach to work towards reunification

with the child’'s parents/guardians’ or the-home frem-which-he-ershe-wasremovedof
removal.

vhether When sufficient
progress has been made engealsefto amellorate the easeplanreasons for removal, and

it is in the ehildchild’s or Indian child’s best interests- a trial reunification may be
appropriate

Note: Open cases with dispositions of Trial Reunification at age 18 or older still qualify for
independent living (IL) services.

For addltlonal mformatlon, referto Qage 173 “Trial Reunification” and WIS Stats When

managed SS. 48 358 or 938. 358
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Documentation Requirement in the Permanency Plan for Choosing the Goal of Reunification

When reunification is selected as the goal, the following information must be documented to
support and justify this decision:

e The conditions, if any, upon which the child will be returned safely to his-erhertheir
home, including any changes required to the parents’parents/guardian’s conduct,
the child’s conduct, or the nature of the home must be documented in the plan.

e Agency efforts to achieve this goal.

Termination of Parental Rights (TPR)

The federal Adoption and Safe Families Act (ASFA)), 42 USC 675-(5)()(E) and 45 CFR
1356.21(i))), specifies that a TPR petition must be filed for a child who has been in out-of-home
care for 15 of the last 22 months—, unless certain exceptions apply (see below). The timeframes
do not consider whether or not an adoptive resource has been located for the child-ernet.

ExceptionFor specific statutory requirements, refer to Wis. Stat. s. 48.417.

Documentation Requirement

When an agency does not file a TPR petition within the ASFA timelines, one or more compelling

reasons must be documented as-an-exception—Foradditionalinformation, referto DCF Memo
Series-2007-18,“in the eWISACWIS document Permanency Plan ASFA ExeceptionAddendum.

ASFA Exceptions to Filing a TPR Petition”-:

e Child is placed with a fit and willing relative.

e Compelling reason(s) why termination of parental rights is not in the child’s best interest.
e Reasonable efforts to safely return the child to their home have not been made.

e Grounds for involuntary TPR do not exist.
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Adoption Criteria and Process

Adoption is intended to provide thelegal guarantee-of permanence for a child.- Any
decision to pursue an adoption should minimally include the following:

e The proposed adoptive resource demonstrates protective capacities, stability,
nurturing care, and the ability to provide a lifelong commitment and relationship
with the child.

e The child welfare professional has explained to the proposed adoptive resource
the eligibility of the child for continued financial assistance through Adoption
Assistance and for continued Medical Assistance through Title XIX for the child.

When adoption is identified as the permanence goal for a child in out-of-home care the
foIIowmg needss teps need to be completed by the ch|Id welfare professmnal—atnd

e lfMake a referral to the assigned public adoption agency using form Adoption
Readiness and Referral (DCF-F-CFS2370-E).

e Participate in case collaboration with the public adoption agency if indicated in Part Il
of the Adoption Readiness and Referral (DCF-F-CFS2370-E).

e Complete the Public Adoption Case Transition Checklist (DCF-F-5056-E) within 30
days of TPR disposition. It is recommended that the checklist be started as early as

TPR filing.

Adoption may occur when:

e The child is assessed-to-bereadylegally free for adoption,
e Thereis an identified and approved adoptive resource, and

e __The court finalizes the permanency-status-is“good”orbetter,thenadoption in

a court hearing.

Documentation Requirement in the child-welfare-professional-shallmakea
Permanency Readiness+eferral {DGF-F-CFS2370-E)Plan for Choosing the Goal of
Adoption

When adoption is selected as the goal the following information must be documented to
support and justify this decision:

e The rationale for choosing the regionalgoal of adoption-contractsupervisor..
e The efforts of the agency to achieve the goal of adoption.
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Guardianship Criteria and Process

Guardianship is a long-term permanency option for children when reunification cannot occur.
Guardianship transfers the duty and authority to make important legal decisions for the child
to an individual without severing the child’s legal relationship with their parents and other
family members.

Guardianship can be transferred pursuant to Wis. Stat. s. 48.977, Wis. Stat. s. 48.9795, or
under a tribal court order that is substantially similar. The child welfare professional assesses
the relationship between the child and their proposed guardian(s), and that the proposed
guardian(s) is willing and able to care for the child long-term. This includes maintaining the
child’s parent(s) right to reasonable visitation with their child after permanence is achieved.
The agency child welfare professional should consult with the child, their parents, and the
proposed guardian(s) the supports and services available to them under guardianship.

Subsidized Guardianship

Subsidized guardianship supports the legal permanence option of guardianship and provides
financial support to the guardian to offset the costs of caring for the child after permanency
is achieved. Pursuant to Wis. Stat. s. 48.623 and Wis. Admin. Code s. DCF 55, the child and
their prospective guardian(s) must meet specific eligibility criteria prior to the appointment of
guardian. This program only applies to guardianships established under Wis. Stat. s. 48.977,
or under a tribal court order that is substantially similar.

Note: A child entering a guardianship established under Wis Stat. s. 48.977 or under a tribal
court order that is substantially similar after age 16 is eligible for independent living services
via the contracted Transition Resource Agencies (TRAS) starting at age 18. The child welfare
professional should inform the child and guardian of their IL eligibility and collaborate with
the TRA as they would for other IL-eligible youth transitioning from care.

Child Eligibility
e Has been removed from their home under:
o A voluntary placement agreement under Wis. Stat. s. 48.63 or a substantially
similar tribal law of a tribe located in Wisconsin, or
o A Wisconsin court order or a substantially similar tribal court order containing
a finding that continued placement of the child in their home would be contrary
to the welfare of the child.
e Has been placed in the prospective guardian’s home for at least six consecutive
months before guardianship is established.
o __If the child is an Indian child and subject to the jurisdiction of a circuit court,
placement preferences under Wis. Stats. s. 48.028 (7) (b), or, if applicable, Wis.
Stat. s. 48.028 (7) (c) must be followed, unless the court found good cause, as
described in Wis. Stats. s. 48.028 (7) (e), for departing from that order.
e Reunification or adoption/customary adoption are determined to not be in the child’s
best interest.
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e |f 14 years old or older, the child has been consulted regarding the guardianship

arrangement.
e Has a strong attachment to the caregiver.

Prospective Guardian Eligibility
e Is arelative or fictive kin to the child.
o Fictive kin is defined as a person who had a significant relationship with the
child or child’s family before the child’s placement in out-of-home care, OR
o A person who developed a significant relationship with the child or the child’s
family during the child’s placement in out-of-home care and all the following
apply:
=  The personis a foster parent who has had a relationship with the child
for at least two years.
= The child is 14 years of age or older.
= The child has been placed in out-of-home care for 15 out of the last 22
months.
= The agency or court determines that placement with a fit and willing
relative is not in the child’s best interest.
e Is alicensed foster parent for at least six consecutive months before guardianship is
established.
e Has a strong commitment to permanently care for the child long term.

Additional Eligibility

e Caregiver enters into a subsidized guardianship agreement with the child welfare
agency prior to the guardianship being established.

e After guardianship is established under Wis. Stat. s. 48.977 or under a tribal court
order that is substantially similar, the underlying court order placing the child or
continuing the placement of the child outside their home must be dismissed or
terminated.

For more information about Subsidized Guardianship go to:
https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/cwportal/sg.

Documentation Requirement in the Permanency Plan for Choosing the Goal of
AdoptienGuardianship

When guardianship is selected as the goal the following information must be documented to
support and justify this decision:
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The rationale for choosing the goal of adeptienguardianship.
The efforts of the agency to achieve the goal of adeptiontransfer of guardianship.
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Guardianships can be vacatedterminated if a parent or guardian petitions the court to have the
guardianship vacated-terminated. Prior to vaecatingterminating a Chapter 48 guardianship, the
court willshould notify the child welfare agency of any petition to vacateterminate the
guardlanshlp If a guardlanshlp is vacatedtermlnated another person may be named-asan

b%amed ppomted as a successor guardlan in accordance W|th Ghapter—DGTLE}sandWls Stat
S. 48.62348.9795(8) or Wis. Stats. ss. 48.977623 and 48.977-Wis-Stats.(5m).

Permanence has not been achieved if the agency is unable to achieve safe case-closure, keeps
the out-of-home care placement open for reimbursementfinancial purposes-to-centinueto-make
fostercare-payments, or the court continues the out-of-home care placement. -In this case all
permanency- planning requirements are still in effect, including family interaction planning.
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Permanent Placement with a Fit and Willing Relative
Permanent placement with a fit and willing relative may occur when:

e Therelative demonstrates to the agency the capacity and ability to cooperatework
with the birth-parent{s)child’s parents/guardians to manage conflict and obtain the

necessary sighatures-from-the birth-parentconsent to maintain the child’s health

and well-being needs.

e The relative must also demonstrate the ability, capacity, and commitment to
provide long-term for the child’s safety, permanence, and well-being needs.

e The relative must meet-fall within the definition of relative for placement eriteria

forarelative-as-defined-by-§.purposes under Wis. Stat. s. 48.02-(15).

e The agency child welfare professional has explained to the relative the supports
and serwces avallable to them under other more permanent options such as

assnstaneequardlanshlp or adoptlon

Documentation Requirements in the child’'sChild’s Permanency Plan

When permanent placement with a fit and willing relative is selected as the goal the following
information must be documented to support and justify this decision:
e The rationale for choosing the goal of permanent placement with a Fitfit and
Willing-Relativewilling relative.
e The efforts of the agency to achieve permanent placement with a fit and willing
relative.

Other Planned Permanent Living ArrangementsArrangement

Other Planned Permanent Living Arrangement (OPPLA) is the least preferred option for a child
and lacks legal permanence for the child. -ORPPLA which-includeslong-term-foster care-and
sustaining—care,0PPLA is an arrangement that is planned and intended to establish
permanency for a child through a supportive relationship with a significant adult(s) that will
endure over time, minimally until the child reaches the age of 18 years old. —Caution
shouldOPPLA can only be used when-choosing OPPLA-as a goal for any-child,-especiallythose
who-areyoung-children age 16 or older. OPPLA is not intended for a temporary placement plan
and should not be confused with Independent Living services.

This shal-be-the-goal ef choicemay only be used when there is a finding by the court that the
other four goals are not in the-child-orlndian child's best interests.

The child welfare professional must continue the following efforts:

* Continue diligent efforts to locate and engage non-custedialhousehold parents,
fathers;-and etherrelatives as resources for the child.
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Review the file in detail and talk with those familiar with the child to locate and

identify relationships or significant connections that may have been missed or that

may be developing, i.e., teachers, medical careqgivers, volunteers, etc. to see if a

permanent resource can be made.

Talk to the child about the important people in their lives, who they look up to and

who they feel they can count on to “be there” for them.
Exploration of the child’s relationships as they develop and change over time.

For relationships that have been identified, evaluate and screen, support and

nurture such relationships through interaction, information sharing, and activities
that build on the foundation that has been established.

Documentation Requirements

The following must be documented in the child’'s Permanency Plan in eWiSACWIS:

The rationale for choosing the goal of OPPLA.

The continued efforts of the agency to achieve the other permanence options for

the child, unless there is a Sustaining Care Contract (Wis. Stat. s. 48.428) with the

caregiver.
The intensive, ongoing, and unsuccessful efforts made by the agency to return the

child home or place the child for adoption, with a guardian, or with a fit and willing
relative, including through efforts that utilize technology, such as social media, to
find the child's biological family members.

The following must be documented on the permanency review or hearing results template in

eWiSACWIS:

Confirmation that the court or administrative body discussed with the child their

desired permanency outcome.
A finding by the court or administrative body that OPPLA is the best Permanency
Plan for the child.
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Transitioning a Child to Permanence

The agency must assist and prepare the child for the transition to permanence. Transition
preparation must identify and address long-term needs consistent with the child’s age and
development. -The agency child welfare professional shall ensure that the transition is known
and agreed to with others involved in implementing the transition to permanence.

A child’s readiness to proceed with permanence is aided by conscientious preparation by
child welfare professionals before, during, and after transitions to:

e Prepare the child and family.

e Assess any current or ongoing needs.

e Develop a process for the transition that is in the best interests of the child
considering his/her emotional, behavioral, and psychological needs.

Child welfare professionals must assess the steps taken earlier to prepare the child and
permanent caregiver(s) to determine any additional and on-going services needed to plan for
the child’s safety, emotional readiness, overall functioning, and the family’s readiness for
permanent placement.

When multiple children of the same family are involved-in-achievingpermanence-from-their

out-of-home caresettings, the plans to transition to permanence should be child-specific with
efforts made to prevent re-entry. -For reunification, consideration should be given to the

timing of each child’s reunification and the parents’parents/guardians’ capacity to manage

the reintegration of each family member into the family unit and each child’s specific needs
for transitioning. -The use of a trial reunification may also be warranted.

Reunification does not always equal case closure. -Once the child is reunified, the child welfare
professional willmay continue to work with the parents/caregiversguardians on behavioral
changes to improve family functioning ensure safety, permanence, and stability for their
children. -When a child cannot return home and another permanent living arrangement is
identified for the child, the agency should ensure safety; and permanence-and-stability is
achieved for the child prior to closing the case.

Safety, and permanence;-and-stability are achieved within a family relationship that offers safe;
stable; and committed parenting, unconditional love and lifelong support, and legal family
membership status.

Child-welfare-professionals-need-torecognize thatolderOlder adolescents are in a crucial

transition phase toward self-sufficiency.- Therefore, healthy relationships and supportive
individuals, including foster parents, friends, and other adults in the community are extremely
important to youth exiting out-of-home care, as well as opportunities to practice life-skills;
mechanisms for assuring the involvement in decisions affecting their lives; assuring youth’s
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Independent Living Planning

familiarity with community resources and the establishment of transitional living resources.
Lifelong connections to caring adults isare paramount to the success of older youth exiting out-
of-home care.

Independent Living Planning

If thea child is 14 years of age or over and has been in out-of-home care for at least six (6)
months, the child becomes eligible for independent living (IL) supports and services. At that
time, an independent living plan is required to specify the programs and services that will be,
or are being, provided to assist the child in developing life- skills while in care and preparing
for the transition from out-of-home care to stability and self-sufficiency as a young adult. This
plan must be informed by an independent living skill assessment (e.g. Daniel Memorial or
Casey Life Skills Assessment) and shall be integrated into the child's permanency and safety
planning. So long as the child remains in a qualifying out-of-home care placement, their child
welfare professional and/or IL Coordinator is responsible for coordinating IL supports and
services and fulfilling independent living plan and documentation requirements.

The Permanency Plan and IL Plan must be developed in consultation with the youth and two
other individuals selected by the youth who are not the youth’s child welfare professional or
foster parent. -The agency may reject a person selected by the youth if the agency has good
cause to believe that the person would not act in the best interests of the youth. -The
Permanency Plan and IL Plan must include all of the following:

e The anticipated age at which the child will be discharged from out-of-home care,.

e The anticipated amount of time available in which to prepare the child for the
transition from out-of-home care to stability and self-sufficiency as a young adult;.

e The anticipated location and living situation of the child enupon discharge from out-
of-home care.

e Adescription of the assessment process, tools, and methods that have been or will be
used to determine the services that are or will be provided to assist the child in
preparing for the transition from out-of-home care to stability and self-sufficiency as a
young adult;,.

e The date the child received the Handbook for Youth in Foster Care, which describes
the rights of the child with respect to education, health, visitation, and participation in
court proceedings;and.

e The rationale for each program or service that is or will be provided to assist the child
in preparing for the transition from out-of-home care to stability and self-sufficiency as
ayoung adult,.

e The time frames for delivering those programs or services, and the intended outcome
of those programs or services. -Programs and services include but are not limited to:

= Successful high school education, pestsecendarypost-secondary education, or
training

= Career planning

= Employment

= Safe, stable, and affordable housing

= Home maintenance
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Transportation

Health and medical

Cultural competency

Knowledge and use of community resources and support systems

Financial self-sufficiency

Other life skills development goals as identified by the youth.

e If the youth is age 14 or older, the agency must provide the youth with a copy of his-er
hertheir credit report or a letter from the agency verifying a credit check was
conducted and contained no evidence of credit abuse. The report copy or letter must
be provided annually. If there are any inaccuracies in the credit report, the agency shall
make efforts to amend these errors.

If a youth has been in care for six (6) months or longer and reaches the age of majority, the
agency responsible for providing services to the youth must ensure the child is in possession
of the following:

e Certified copy of their birth certificate,

e socialsecuritySocial Security card,

e informatienInformation on maintaining health care coverage, and

e eitherEither a driver’s license or a state-issued identification card

The agency must update and provide the following to the youth 90 days prior to the youth’s
18t birthday:
e Copy of the youth’s health care records.

These documents must be provided to the youth 90 days prior to when the youth reaches age
18. -If the youth remains in care after age 18, the agency must continue to update these
documents and provide them to the youth 90 days prior to the termination of the court order
or Voluntary Transition to Independent Living Agreement. -This must be documented on the
child’'s Permanency Plan.

Resources and guidance related to independent living are available at

https://defwisconsin.gov/ewportal/ilhttps://dcf.wisconsin.gov/cwportal/il (under
“Resources, Training, & Reports”).
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National Youth in Transition Database (NYTD)

Youth at age 17

Any youth in out-of-home care who reaches his-orhertheir 17" birthday is a part of the
baseline population for the NYTD outcomes survey process.

The survey asks youth questions about their financial self-sufficiency, any experience with
homelessness, educational attainment, positive adult connections, high-risk behavior, and
access to health care and insurance.

Outcomes survey for 17-year-olds must be completed within 45 days after the youth’s 17t
birthday.

County agencies have a role in the successful survey gathering, as outlined below. However,
in the NYTD survey process, UW Survey Center (UWSC) will play a more prominent role in the
management, outreach and survey completion functions.

The process is as follows:

e On or near the youth’s 17" birthday, the UWSC will mail an initial letter to the youth
containing a customized web link and passcode to access the web-based survey. A $5
bill will be included in the initial letter as a token of appreciation for the youth's time.

e At the same time, the youth’s child welfare professional will be sent an e-mail from the
UWSC with the same web link. An eWiSACWIS tickler will continue to be activated to
notify child welfare professionals that the NYTD Outcomes Survey for the 17-year-old
must be completed within 45 days after the 17" birthday. Upon receiving the e-mail, child
welfare professionals should contact the youth to make sure the youth received the letter
and the $5 bill. If the youth did not receive the letter, child welfare professionals can use
the link in their e-mail, which provide access to the survey.

NOTE: If the youth has internet access, the youth is encouraged to take the survey right

away. If the youth does not have internet access and/or needs assistance, the child welfare

professional should arrange a time with the youth to take the survey.

e Frequent reminder letters will be sent from the UWSC to the youth until the survey is
completed.

e If ayouth has not completed the survey after repeated letters, the UWSC telephone-
interviewing staff will begin calling the youth.

e Once the survey is complete and taken within the-45 days, the UWSC will send the youth
a $20 bill. Late responders (after 45 days) will not receive $20.

To improve the likelihood of completion of the surveys for youth at ages 19 and 21, workers
must obtain information from the youth about how to contact them after they leave out-of-
home care in-order-to follow- up with them at age 19 and 21.- This information must be
entered on the Contacts Tab on the IL page in eWiSACWIS.
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In order to ensure information is collected timely, it is recommended that child welfare
professionals arrange their monthly visit to take place immediately following the youth's 17t
birthday in order to complete and submit the survey within the required 45 days.

Youth at Ages 19 and 21

Each youth who participated in the NYTD Outcomes survey as part of the baseline
population at age 17, becomes the follow-up population at ages 19 and 21. -Those who
participated in the data collection at age 17, but not 19 for a reason other than being
deceased, remain a part of the follow-up population at age 21. -These youth must complete
the survey within the federal reporting period in which a youth’s 19th and 21st birthdate falls.
For example, a youth who participated at age 17, whose 19% or 215! birthday falls between
the reporting period of October 15t through March 31%!, must complete the survey anytime
between October and March. Likewise, a youth whose 19" or 21¢t birthday falls between
April 15t through September 31t must complete the survey between April and September.

The process is as follows:

e Initial letters for 19-year-olds and 21-year-olds will be sent out by the UWSC at the
beginning of the federal reporting period. For example, if a youth’s birthday falls between
October 1st and March 31¢, the youth will be sent a letter on or near October 1. The
initial letter will contain a customized web link and passcode to access the web-based
survey. A S5 bill will be included in the initial letter as a token of appreciation for the
youth's time.

NOTE: In order to assist the UWSC with its outreach efforts, contact information in
eWIiSACWIS for youth who have aged out of care on a semi-annual basis.

e Frequent reminder letters will be sent from the UWSC to the youth until the survey is
completed.

e |f ayouth has not completed the survey after repeated letters, the UWSC telephone-
interviewing staff will begin calling the youth.

e Once the survey is complete and taken within the federal reporting period, the UWSC will
send the youth a $20 bill. All compliant youth receive a total of $25.

As with the NYTD survey at age 17, survey results, when authorized by the youth, will be
downloaded onto the youth’s IL page in eWiSACWIS.

The Wisconsin NYTD Tip sheet provides ideas on preparing for, administering, and
maximizing response rates to the NYTD survey.

The child welfare professional or designee is required to ensure this requirement is met for
youth in an out-of-home placement.
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Independent Living Transition to Discharge Plan

If the child is 17.5 years or older while in out-of-home care, the focus of a youth’s
independent living plan changes from one of life-skills development while-in-out-of-heme
care-to-transitioning-from-care-asto establishing a self-sufficient young adult. The child
welfare professional must create an Independent Living Transition to Discharge (ILTD) plan
for each youth who will exit care on or after turning 18. The ILTD must be started no later
than when the youth turns 17.5 years and be finalized no later than 90 days prior to the
youth’s 18" birthday.

The Child-Welfarechild welfare agency must identify any services, persons, and other entities
that will support the youth through the transition and beyond and must assist the youth to
establish contact with such individuals, agencies, and service providers prior to discharge
from out-of-home care. -This includes (but is not limited to) efforts to assist the youth in
reestablishing contacts with parents/guardians, former foster parents, or other persons
significant to the youth.

Appropriate support and services should complement the youth’s efforts to achieve self-
sufficiency both prior to and upon discharge up to age 23. The ILTD, completed via the ILTD
tab on the youth’s IL page in eWiSACWIS, must contain provisions to ensure that specific
and well-developed resources are identified, and plans are in place for a youth who is
transitioning to adulthood. These include, but are not limited to:

e The youth’s anticipated date of and age at discharge from out-of-home care.

¢ Obtaining and securing housing.

¢ Managing health care needs, including education about the importance of
designating another individual to make health care treatment decisions on their
behalf if the youth becomes unable to make such decisions and does not already
have someone identified.

Continuing education.

Building a relationship or attachment to a supportive adult(s)/mentor(s).
Employment services.

Workforce support.

Continuing necessary supportive services after leaving out-of-home care.

Obtaining required essential documents including but netlimited to an original birth
certificate, state identification card, social security cardcare and health and education
records (refer to DCF Memo Series 2007 =-14).

While the child welfare professional is responsible for documentation and completing the
plan in eWiSACWIS, the youth should be encouraged to lead ILTD conversations related to
each of these identified areas. The plan should be thorough and detailed, specifically
referencing when a goal will be achieved, how, and with assistance from whom (if
applicable). Supportive adults, as identified by the youth, should be part of the planning
process.

The ILTD is required even if a youth is missing from care at 17-%.5 years or later; the child
welfare professional and other supportive adults should do their best to complete the plan
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on the youth's behalf and engage the young person in discussion and plan development
when they are no longer missing from care.

The ILTD is alse-required even-ifwhen the youth remains in care after age 18. It should be
started no later than 17-%%.5 and updated on a regular basis to reflect the evolution of the
youth's independent living needs and goals and transition planning, leading up the
termination of their court order or Voluntary Transition to Independent Living Agreement.
This applies to youth in extended care.

Even if an ILTD is not completed for youth adopted or in Ch-48.977 guardianship-afterage
16Wis. Stat. s. 48.977 guardianship, Wis. Stat. s. 48.9597 guardianship, or guardianship

under substantially similar tribal law on or after their 16! birthday following time in court-
ordered out-of-home care, the child welfare professional and/or IL Coordinator shall make
the youth aware of their eligibility for independent living services and supports prior to case
closure.

An ILTD training video is available here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a0DNPd6lojA&feature=youtu.be. For more information
see Appendix X4, Independent Living Transition to Discharge Planning (additional
Information) page -320271.
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Case closure

Prior to case closure, the agency should arrange and facilitate a process to engage family
members, service providers, and informal supports in developing a plan for identifying and

meeting child
and family needs after agency involvement has ended.

Division-of Milwaukee Case Closure

Child Protective Welfare Case Types (Child in Need of Protection and Services Permanency

DW@H—@f—MHwaukee-GkHJd-PFeteemceSerwces (DMGPS) during-the permanency-support
period-and-the remainsresponsible forcase plan-completion-JIPS), and Youth Justice)

the child and family have been achieved, and child welfare services are no longer needed.

This determination is based on the following-the-achievement of reunification;:

e Family and child has made sufficient progress in addressing permanency and case
goals or conditions.
e Formal or -informal supports are available and accessible to the family, as needed,
after the case is closed with the agency.
Periodi
The child welfare professional must have face-to-face contact with family members and
family team prior to closure to:

e Support the family in determining how their needs will be met after agency
involvement ends.
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e |dentify the date that services will end.

Permanence has not been achieved if the agency keeps the out-of-home care placement
open for based-en-courtfinancial purposes. In this situation all planning requirements andare

. las f | iration of SOFices.

The Ongoing Services child welfare professional should work with the family to ensure

informal or formal supports are in place prior to closure. These supports include
arrangements and connections within the family network or community that can be created,
facilitated, or reinforced to provide the parent/guardians resources and assistance once
agency involvement ends.
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Case Documentation

Closure

ChildWelfare Cases—(Childinformation must be documented in Need—of Protectionthe

Permanency Plan and Services{(CHIPS), - Juvenile in-Need-of Protectionthe family eWiSACWIS
record and Services (JIPS),-and Youth- Justice)

GaseaDDroved by a supervisor or his/her deS|qnee W|th|n 30 davs from the date the closure is
hieveddecision

was made bv the supervisor and ch|Id welfare semees—a;e—ne—tenger—needed—professmnal
Documentation at closure must include:

This-determinationis-based-onThe rationale for the following:

eaeea#—p#anmng—mquwemenis—a;e—s#ﬂ-m—eﬁeet ncIudlng iam+ly—mte;ae’een

planningthe family’s plan for meeting future service needs.

ageney—ms.cewemem—ends—A case may not be closed |f there is an act|ve CHIPS JIPS or

Delinquency order.

When a child is an Indian child, a letter must be sent to the Indian child’s tribe indicating that
the family’s case has been closed, and a copy of the letter must be maintained in the family’s
case record.
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One responsibility of the child welfare professional is to initiate additional court actions

throughout the case process. When a determination is made a family is no longer in need of
court ordered services, a request to terminate the dispositional order (JD-1776) must be
submitted to the court for early dismissal of dispositional order and the order terminating the
dispositional order (JD-1775) must be signed by the judge before a case with court
jurisdiction can be closed by the agency.

Any decision that is made shall be made in consultation with the agency’s legal counsel.

Requirements for All Children Placed in Out-of-home Care

Requirements begin on the following page.
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EarivDiemissalof Dicsositional Ord

OneresponsibilityREQUIREMENTS WHEN CHILDREN ARE PLACED IN OUT-OF-
HOME CARE

This section applies to all children placed into out-of-home care under Ch. 48 or 938 Wis.
Stats.

Choosing a Placement for a Child

There are many considerations when determining an appropriate placement for a child. At a
minimum, the agency must consider placements that are in the child’'s best interests and
document in the record that a placement is either unavailable or inappropriate if the following
are not met with the child’s placement. These considerations must be made at initial
placement and at any time there is a change of placement for the child:

e Placement proximity to the child’s parents/quardians within 60 miles.

e Placement with siblings.

e Placement with relative or like-kin.

e Placement that allows the child to remain in the school the child currently attends.

e Placement with a provider that meets or exceeds the child's assessed Level of Need,
unless the agency documents an exception that includes supports and services to the
out-of-home care provider to meet the child’s identified needs and to promote the
stability of the child’s placement.

e Placement with a provider that follows the Reasonable and Prudent Parent Standard
as it applies to the child to ensure the child has regular opportunities to engage in age
and developmentally appropriate activities.

All placements shall be made on a case-by-case basis in the child’s best interests.

To ensure a placement is in the child’s best interests the out-of-home provider must be able
to meet the specific needs of the child that have been identified.

Educational Considerations

Students placed in out-of-home care often experience educational disruptions that can
impact their academic experiences and outcomes. The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA)
requires that Local Education Agencies (LEAs) and Child Welfare Agencies (CWASs)
collaborate to implement policies and practices that minimize those disruptions and preserve
students’ opportunities for improved well-being and success in school.

The following should be considered when locating an out-of-home care provider:

e Consideration of a placement that does not require the child’s school to change, if it is
safe and appropriate to do so.

e If the new placement of the child would require the child to change schools, efforts
should be made for the child to attend the school of origin or to promptly enroll in the
new school district.

e Agencies should also consider early educational settings and preschools when trying
to create educational stability.
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For licensed out-of-home care placements, exceptional payments may be made to support
transporting the child to the school of origin (see Ch. DCF 56.23 Admin. Rule). Under Wis.
Stat. s. 121.84(1)(a), there are provisions to allow a child to continue to attend a school when
they are no longer a resident of the district.

A child’s right to education is established under Article X, Section 3, of the Wisconsin
Constitution. A child may not be denied enrollment in school, no matter the length of their
placement. When a student must transfer schools, the child welfare professional is-te
initiateshall assist the school with the following information to ensure the child is promptly
enrolled in an educational setting as required by law:
= The child’s new address and the responsible party for educational matters.
= Educational information documenting what school services the child needs. This is
typically provided by the previous school district, however, if the agency has
information at the time of enrollment that shall be shared with the school.
= Information pertaining to that child’'s safety and the safety of others, including if there
are any no contact orders or restrictions on family interaction.

ESSA Requirements for Students in Out-of-home Care

e Collaboration: | EAs and CWAs must work in partnership to facilitate the educational
stability of students placed in out-of-home care. Ongoing communication and joint
decision-making are key to helping ensure educational stability and school success.
Collaboration begins with the Points of Contact. These liaison positions work to
cultivate knowledge and communication between agencies. Visit the Points of
Contact page to find a LEA or CWA Point of Contact

e School of Origin: To ensure educational stability, children placed in out-of-home care
are presumed to remain in their school of origin (the school they were enrolled or
most recently enrolled in at the time of placement). A child’s right to continue in their
school of origin remains in effect during the entire time they are placed in out-of-home
care. These rights apply to all public-school students placed in out-of-home care,
including children attending public preschools or public charter schools.

e Transportation: Once a child is placed, transportation must be immediately provided,
arranged, and funded to the school of origin for the duration of the student'’s
placement. CWAs should collaborate with the LEAs to develop agreed upon
procedures to ensure transportation. The Department of Public Instruction and the
Department of Children and Families have created joint quidance to address issues
such as funding and sharing of additional court-actions-throughoutthe-case-process:
When-a-costs between local agencies. Also provided are model procedures and a
transportation plan template. Use of these forms is not required but might assist
agencies as they develop procedures unique to their localities.

e Best Interest Determination: If there is consideration that it is not in the student’s best
interest to remain in the school of origin, the LEAs and CWA must conduct a best
interest determination is-made-a-family-is-no-longerin-need-of court-ordered-services;
areview. All factors relating to the child’s best interest must be considered. CWAs and
LEAs should establish a well-informed determination process that takes into
consideration student-centered factors including: the preferences of the child; the
number of previous transitions; proximity of the school to the child’s current
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residence; specialized services that are available to the child at either school; or any
special relationships with staff that the child has formed at their current school.

¢ Immediate Enrollment: If it is determined to be in the best interest of a child placed in
out-of-home care to enroll in their resident school, the LEA will immediately enroll the
child even without documents normally required for enrollment.

¢ Transfer of Records: If the child changes to the school of residence, that school must

mmed|ate|y request must—be—submtted—te—the—eeurt—ﬁer—earl*d@%rss%ei

be—elesed—by—me-ageney—the transfer of academlc and other records from the school
of origin.

eerperat&eeunsel—Addmonal |nformat|on reIated to educatlon for chlldren in out- of home

care can be found on the DCF site Supporting Students in Out-of-home Care and on the
Department of Public Instruction (DPI) site Educational Stability for Students in Out-of-home
Care.

Documentation

Agencies must document in the Permanency Plan whether a child remained in their school of
origin following placement in out-of-home care, and if not, the reason why. One of the
following statements must be selected in eWISACWIS to reflect the child’s educational status
and decision-making at the time of placement:
e Current child welfare professional did not place the child, and the record does not
document the information.
e Placement that would maintain the child in the same school was unavailable.
e The original placement resource was considered to be in the child’s best interest even
though it required a change in the child’s school placement.
e Child continued to attend the same school.
e Child is not of school age.
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To aid child welfare professionals in making a placement for a child; in a placement setting not
licensed by the Geegraphiccounty agency, the out-of-home care Placement Resource
SystemReferral is available ferageney-staff-with-currentin eWiSACWIS access-to improve
placement matching;-disasterpreparedness; and targeted recruitment for out-of-home care
placement resources. Child welfare professionals with full eWiSACWIS access can securely
transmit information to out-of-home care providers and child placing agencies via SYNC
(Supporting Youth and Children).

SYNC is a secure website that allows out-of-home care providers and child placing agencies to
access and respond to referrals of youth in need of a placement. The Geographic Placement
Resource System has been incorporated into the out-of-home care Placement Referral. The
Geographic Placement Resource System uses child-specific information already entered into
eWIiSACWIS to generate visual displays of placement related information using mapping
software. Data from eWiSACWIS is loaded nightly into the system to provide an updated
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resource for agency staff seeking to find appropriate placements for children,respond-to
disasters; and to target festercareplacement recruitment efforts. More information on SYNC
can be found at https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/sync.
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When itis-determined-thatan agency places an Indian child willremain-in eustedyout-of-
home care, the agency must follow placement preferences of ICWA/WICWA.

In order to prioritize the child’s connection to their family, Indian child’s tribe, and
culture, agencies must follow the placement preferences of ICWA/WICWA for out-of-
home care placements:

e Home of an extended family member.

e A foster home licensed, approved, or specified by the Indian child’s tribe.

e Indian foster home licensed or approved by the department, a county department,
or a child welfareplacing agency.

e A group home or residential care center for children and youth approved by an
Indian child’s tribe or operated by an Indian organization that has a program
suitable to meet the needs of the Indian child.

If the Indian child’s tribe has established an order of preference, the order of preference
established by that tribe shallgenerally must be followed-, as provided under Wis. Stat. s.

48.028(7)(e).

For additional ICWA/WICWA information and requirements, refer to the DCF Wisconsin
Indian Child Welfare Act Desk-AidResources in Appendix }1, page 288261.

As part of providing Active Effortsactive efforts, child welfare professionals sheuldmust
collaborate with the Indian child’s-tadian tribe regarding placement preferences and the
appropriateness of placement resources.
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Sleeping Arrangements

Sleeping Arrangements Requirements

Children under 12 months of age must sleep alone in a crib, bassinet, bedside sleeper,
play vard, or sleeping device determined by tribal custom.

Children over age one should have a safe sleeping space as appropriate for their needs
and age.
e A child over age one may not reqularly share a bedroom with an adult unless one
of the following applies: The child and the adult are siblings, or the adult is the

child’s parent.
e The child and the adult were sharing a bedroom prior to one of them turning 18

years of age.

e The agency approves based on the child’'s needs; the child has a sleeping space in
another bedroom to return to when the needs subside; and if the child is six years
old or older consents to sharing a bedroom.

Note: this does not apply to children placed with relatives or like-kin.

A child may share a bedroom with another child with the approval of the agency and the
consent of any child who is six years old or older.
Note: this does not apply to children placed with relatives or like-kin.

A foster parent and a child placed in out-of-home care may not share a bed.
Note: this does not apply to children placed with relatives or like-kin.

Related children placed in out-of-home care that are one year old or over may share a bed
with approval of the agency and the consent of any child who is six years old or over.
Children placed in out-of-home care that are not related may not reqularly share a bed.
Note: this does not apply to children placed with relatives or like-kin.

No child in out-of-home care may regularly sleep in any building, apartment, or other
structure on the premises that is separate from the foster home, unless the child is of
appropriate developmental maturity and consents to this arrangement and the agency

approves.
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Minor Parent with Child in 0HCOut-of-home Care Placement

A child placed in out-of-home care-{OHGC) is required to receive services, including Permanency
Planningpermanency planning, under Federalfederal and state law. -Safety of the placement for
the child is continually assessed. -In casessituations where the placed child is a minor parent
and the young parent’s child also resides in the OHCout-of-home placement, Federalfederal and
state law does not clearly specify court involvement. -However, existing state law requires

Permanency-Planning-forthis-type-ofcase-permanency planning. The planning may be an

individual plan for the child or addressed in the minor parent’s Permanency Plan.

Minor children born to youth who are placed in out-of-home care are considered to be at

imminent risk of out-of-home care placementsplacement themselves. -The permanency
planPermanency Plan for an expecting or parenting youth willmust include a prevention plan

that includes strategies to prevent removal of the minor child. The prevention plan identifies the
specific prevention services to be provided to the expecting or parenting youth to best ensure
the minor child may be parented by the youth without removal from their care.

Placements of Expecting and Parenting Youth

Incases-whereWhen an agency has placed an expecting or parenting youth into out-of-home
care {OHC)-or where a youth in OHCout-of-home care becomes a parent during the placement
and the youth's child is living with them, the agency is responsible for services, out-of-home
care prevention planning, Rermanency-Planningand permanency planning for the child of the
parenting youth. -Prior to the child residing in ©HCout-of-home care with the parenting youth,
the agency must determine appropriateness of the living arrangement for the child.

The agency must assess the feasibility of maintaining the minor parent and child together in
the OHCresidence—out-of-home setting. If it is not feasible, the agency must consider what, if
any, grounds exist to separate the parent and child. -The role of the other parent in the child’s
life must be identified.

For an Indian child, the agency must inviteinclude the tribal werkerchild welfare professional
to assist with any assessing and planning.

The agency must:
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Assess the minor parent’s family and personal history preceding placement into
OHGout-of-home care, including:

o Circumstances that brought the child into the child welfare system

o History of violence, alcohol or drug abuse

o Depression, post-partum depression, or other mental health issues.

@)

@)

Input from other services providers for the minor parent and his/hertheir family
The relationship or role of the other biological parent of the child

Continually assess the parent’s ability to safely parent, including

o Prenatal care, feelings about pregnancy

o Interaction with siblings or other children

o Observation of the minor parent caring for and interacting with the child

Develop an out-of-home care prevention plan for the child that:

o Includes a list of the services to be provided to or on behalf of the youth to
ensure that the youth is prepared (in the case of an expecting youth) or able
(int-ehin the case of a parenting youth) to be a parent;-and.

o Describes the out-of-home care prevention strategy for any child born to the
youth.

o If the child born to the expecting or parenting youth is an Indian child, describe
the active efforts made to prevent the break-up of the Indian family.

Develop a plan of care for the child that identifies:

The caregiver primarily providing basic care for the child,.

Any additional needs of the child and the assigned caregiver for each need;.

Sleeping arrangement for the child;.

Medical, dental, and mental health needs;.

Person(s) responsible for supervision of the parent and child..

Person(s) to assist the parent with the child;.

Who will monitor the parent’s progress in attaching to and parenting the child;

and.

o A Family interaction-planinteraction Plan, including noncustodial parent and
child's siblings, where applicable.

Develop a plan for the child at case-closure;+-e.transitioning-the parentfrom-OHC-

Atthispointinthecaseitispossiblethat or transition out of out-of-home care if
the minor parent has never independently cared for his-er-hertheir child. -The

following areas must be assessed in regardsregard to the child’s safety with the

young parent.

o PRarent'sThe parent’s plan and demonstrated ability to provide care for the
child.

o Didtheparentmeethis-orherThe parent’'s progress on their own planr-goals
and requirements-priorto-leaving OHC2.

o UnderwhatThe conditions under which the parent is exiting care (e.g., aging
out, court order expired, reunification, etc.) is-the parentexitingcare?

o Where is-the parent geing-upon-exiting-care?will live.

o I theparentexitsplacementwith-thechildare-there-any-Any identified safety

concerns for the saie%y—elf—thechlld2

0O 0O O O O O O

o) ala aVa a Q a = \W N3 N a¥a icion-doe N an a¥a¥a

whenw&%h%heeMdQReqwred aqencv mvoIvementt o ensure child safety.
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All of the above information and planning on behalf of the child must be documented and
maintained in a case record for the child that is linked to the minor parent’s case record.

Placing a Child in Out-of-home Care

Placing a Child in Out-of-Homehome Care

When a child is placed in out-of-home care under ¢hs-Chapters 48 or §-938, the agency
having~with placement and care responsibility” must ensure that all laws and policies related
to children in out-of-home care are adhered to.

At the time of placement, the child welfare professional is responsible to ensure that all

neeessaryJegaLdeeumen%sreqmred paperwork and notlflcatlons are made ompleted

pursuant to the ) 3
p;ewder-atela%weslaw and theJregaLeemmHmieystandards ThIS mcIudes

e A Temporary Physical Custody Request, \eluntary Placement Agreement;

Voluntary Placement Agreement, and/or athe court order placing the child in out-
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of-home care, including the date and time of any subsequent court hearings. Prior
to the first hearing in a child custody proceeding involving an Indian child, the

agency shall netifyfollow the tribe-through:—Neticerequirements for notification of
Involuntary-Child Gustody Proceeding-of-anthe Indian Ghild-child’s tribe provided in
ICWA/WICWA using the following forms:
O
o Voluntary Placement-Agreement:
http://dcfwisconsin.gov/files/forms/doc/1590.docxNotice of Involuntary
Child Custody Proceeding of an Indian Child
https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/files/forms/pdf/2017.pdf
o Voluntary Placement Agreement for an Indian Child:
http://dcf.wisconsin.gov/files/forms/doc/2425.docx
EnterEntering into a Placement Agreement with the eutOut-of-home care provider:
o Foster Home Agreement Child Placed in Out-of-Heme Carehome care by
Agency:
http://defwisconsin.gov/files/forms/doec/0107.doexhttp://dcf.wisconsin.g
ov/files/forms/doc/0107.docx
o Relative Caregiver Agreement Child Placed in Out-of-Hemehome care by
Agency: https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/files/forms/doc/2539.docx
ProvideProviding information to the child’s eutOut-of-home care provider as
required under §:-Wis. Stat. s. 48.371, Stats. and DCF 37 upon placement, but no
later than 48 hours after placement if unknown to the agency at the time of
placement:

o Informatlon for Out of Hemehome Care Prowders Part A & & Part B

https //dcf wisconsin. qov/flIes/cwportaI/pollcv/pdf/memos/201 6- 07 pdf
ProvideProviding information to the child’s out-of-home care provider regarding
specific reasonable and prudent parenting considerations to ensure the child has
regular opportunities to engage in age and developmentally appropriate activities.

o This information is included in Information for Out-of-Home Care Providers
Part A.

o Child specific considerations should also be discussed when providing the
Reasonable and Prudent Parent Standard brochure:
http://dcf.wisconsin.gov/files/publications/pdf/5105.pdf.

ObtainObtaining signed consents for:

o Medical Services Consent

o Other service providers the child may be utilizing including, but not limited
to school, childcare facility, therapists, physicians, private agencies
involved, etc.

ObtainObtaining medical services coverage either through the health insurance of
the child’s parent/quardians or Medicaid.

o EnsureEnsuring that parents/guardians and relative caregivers are aware of
eI|g|b|I|ty changes to Medlcald when achild is removed from or enters their

238




93-pdfhttp://dcf.wisconsin.gov/files/cwportal/policy/pdf/memos/2008-
03.pdf
If a child is identified as an Indian child, the agency must comply with all
ICWA/WICWA requirements, including placement preferences and active efforts.
See the WICWA Online Resource for addltlonal |nformat|on

e/https://me

dia. wcwpds wisc. edu/foundatlon/WICWA Onllne Resource/

NetifyNotifying all adult relatives that the child eryeuth-has been placed into out-
of-home care. -Anytime that a child eryeuth-is removed from their
parent{s)parents/guardians’ home under a court order and is not returned within
30 days, the notice must be sent.
http://dcf.wisconsin.gov/files/forms/doc/2473.docx

Netifythe elerk-ofNotifying the school district in which afesteran out-of-home
provider is located, and the school which the child will enroll, when a school-age
child is placed in that foster home, as required under §-Wis. Stat. s. 48.64-(1r);
Stats-). If the child remains enrolled in their school and school district of origin,
the agency shall give notification of the out-of-home care placement to the child’s
school district and school of origin. The notification shall include all of the

following:
o The name, address, and phone number of the fosterparentout-of-home

providers.
o The name of the ﬁestepchnd

EnsureEnsuring the child is properly enrolled in an educational setting as required
by law.

ComplyComplying with placement and court finding requirements if the child is
placed in a facility certified as a Qualified Residential Treatment Program (QRTP).
DeeumentDocumenting the child’'s placements-into-placement in out-of-home care
intoin eWiISACWIS within five (5) days.

ProvideProviding the child, if the child is 14 years old or older, with a copy of
Handbook-forYouth-inFosterGare-A Guide for Youth in Out-of-home Care
Placements in Wlsconsm Document the date the childyouth rece|ved the

desenbesgmdel thenght&ef—theeknld%uth4espeet—teﬁedeeatren—hea#h
visitation,-and-participation-incourt proceedingsyouth’s permanency plan.

DecumentDocumenting the child’'s current photograph in eWiSACWIS within 30
days.

o The child’s photograph shall be updated in eWiSACWIS every 6 months
while the child remains in out-of-home care.

o The photograph shallshould be a picture of the child which-deesnot
havewithout any item obstructing the child’s face, such as a mask or a hat.
= |f the child regularly wears eyeglasses, these should be captured in the

image.

o The photograph shall be taken close enough to the child as to be able to
identify the child.

» |tis important to capture an image of the child’s full body if the child
has missing limbs, uses a wheelchair or other assistive device, etc.
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o The child shall be the only person in the photograph.

o The photograph may be taken by someone other than an employee of the
agency with placement and care responsibility; but must be uploaded into
eWIiSACWIS every 6 months.

o Agencies shall develop their own agency-policy pertaining to capturing
child photographs (i.e. using an agency-issued phone or camera).

The reason for sending the notice to all adult relatives and like-kin is not solely for finding an
appropriate placement. -Research shows that children who are removed from the
caregiverstheir family and placed into out-of-home care often experience loss and trauma
resulting from the separation from their family- and other people they know and love. When
children are able to stay connected to their families and other identified kin, they experience
more placement stability and shorter stays in out-of-home care. -In addition, by including the
natural support systems, families are provided with more lasting supports and children have
better long-term outcomes when the child welfare system is no longer involved.

Child and Adolescent Needs and Strengths (CANS) Tool
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Assessing Needs and Strengths of Children Placed in Out-of-Homehome Care
through the Child and Adolescent Needs and Strengths (CANS) tool

Applicability

This pelieystandard applies to children and youth whom an agency has
“Placementplacement and Care-Respeonsibility”care responsibility for and who is placed
with a:

e Unlicensed provider (court ordered kinship with relative/like-kin or unlicensed
unpaid provider)

o—Fosterhome

e Licensed out-of-home provider (relative/like kin or non-relative)

e Group home

e Residential care center

The-agencyrefers-to-eitheracounty agency or the department:

This does not apply to a child eryeuth-placed or to be placed into:

Shelter Care

Detention

Corrections

Hospitals

Missing from Out-of-Hemehome Care

Trial Reunification

Foster Homes solely for the purpose of a domestic or international adoption
An unlicensed placement, group home or residential care center from agencies
outside of Wisconsin’s jurisdiction

Agencies must ensure all actions of either agency or contracted provider staff comply
with this peliey-standard.

Timeframes to Complete CANS: Initial Determination and Re-Determinations

Initial Determination

Unlicensed Provider (Court ordered kinship with relative/like-kin or unlicensed unpaid
provider) and Licensed Provider (relative/like kin or non-relative).

The initial determination of the child’s Level of Need shall be made prior to placement or
within 30 days after the child’'s placement.

Group homes and residential care centers
The initial determination of the child’s Level of Need shall be made no more than 30 days
after the placement in a group home or residential care center.

Re-determinations
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The agency shall reassess each child and the child’'s out-of-home care provider within six
(6) months after the child’s last determination or re-determination.

The agency, out-of-home care provider, or licensing agency may request a reassessment
more frequently.

The initial and any re-determination shall be placed in the child’s record and shared with
the placement provider.

Documentation Requirements

ERangEietaraTaoel HREE

shall be documented in the child’s electronic record.
tat
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Change of Placement

A change of placement may occur at any time for a variety of reasons after a 7RG, -CHIRS;

JIPS delinquency-or TPR court-orderis-issued—
Changes-of placementthatoccurafteratemporary physical custody (TPC), CHIPS, JIPS,

delinquency; or a-termination of parental rights (TPR) court order is issued.

Changes of placement must follow the procedures and notice requirements set forth in
statutes-statute. This permits case participants, if-they-are allowed by statute, to object to the
change of placement in a timely manner and to request a hearing. -It also minimizes
disruption to-thechild-if the court determines the proposed change is not in the

child’s/youth’s-orindian child’'s best interests.

Note: -If a request is being made to remove the child-eryeuth from in-home while under a TPC
order to out-of-home care, the change of placement is not done according to these
procedures and must be done by amending the TPC order under §Wis. Stat. s. 48.21(6).

Emergency Change of Placement Wis. Stats. §ss. 48.217(2), 48.357(2), 48.437(2),
938.357(2),938.217(2), 48.32(1){am),0r-938.32(1)(bm)

If emergency conditions necessitate an immediate change of placement, a child may be
moved without first requesting a change of placement. -But proper notice of the change of
placement must be sent within 48 hours after the change of placement. -A hearing may also
be required if there is an objection by parties or in some cases if the court decides to hold a
hearing.

Examples of when an emergency change of placement would be appropriate include:
e Confirming Safe Environments reflects that the child is no longer safe in their
placement.
e The out-of-home care provider is no longer willing or able to care for the child.
o Community safety requires immediate removal of the child from the placement.
e A safety assessment indicates that controls put into place on the safety plan are no
longer keeping the child safe in the home.

e Other emergency conditions necessitate an immediate change in placement.;
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If a placement is changed on an emergency basis from in-home to out-of-home under a
CHIPS, JIPS, or delinquency order, the hearing must be held within 48 hours after the
emergency placement is made, excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays.

As required in statute, the court, specified participants, and the physical custodian/out-of-
home care provider of the child shall be provided notice of the change of placement and may

have a rlght to object W|th|n 10 days of recelpt of the not|ce and to request a hearlng—lia

ereler—teAn out-of-home care; prowder may also have the ability to aDDeaI the change of
placement i ‘

IPCreFdeFundeegpursuant to WIS Stat. s. 48 2—146}64

Non-Emergency Change of Placement §Wis. Stats. ss. 48.217, 48.357, 48.437,
938.217938.357,-938.217,-48.32(1)(am),-0r 938.32(1)(bm)

When emergency conditions do not exist, a child’s/yeuth’'s-ortndian-child’s placement may
not be changed before following required procedures. Non-emergency-situations-includethe

A change of placement may not occur until either a hearing is held or ten (10) business days
after the notice of change of pIacement is-was filed and sent to the eeu;tlndlwduals speC|f|ed

statute Ind|V|duaIs entltled to receive notlce of the change of pIacement may have a nght to
object within ten (10) business days of receipt of the notice and request a hearing on the
matter.

The child's placement canmay only be changed immediately outside of the emergency
change of placement process outlined above, without waiting the ten (10) business days, if
written waivers of objection have been signed by all the necessary participants-er, the
Dispositional Order authorizes the change of placement, and the required notice is given.
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However, notice of the change of placement would still have to be provided to the court,
specified participants, and the physical custodian.

men%hs—theﬁfesteppara%ewelanwueaﬁegwemn out- of home care prowder may aIso boasla
have the ability to appeal the change of placement pursuant to §Wis. Stat. s. 48.64.
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ADDITIONAL OUT-OF-HOME CARE POLICIES

Family Interaction for Child Protective Services Cases-When a Child is in
Out-of-Hemehome Care

Applicability, P _and Definition-of Family .

Applicability

This standard applies to child protective services casescase types in which at least one child
is placed in out-of-home care.

The agency must assureensure all actions of either agency or contracted provider staff
members-comply with this standard.

In some agencies, the requirements related to initiating and maintaining family
mteraenensmteractlon W|II not be performed by the same |nd|V|duaI —Iheeasemay—ﬁer

Purpose of Family Interaction

The primary purpose of family interaction is to preserve and strengthen family relationships,
whenever possible. -Additional purposes of family interaction include:

Facilitating timely reunification of children to their families

Assessing and addressing safety issues-during family interaction

Assessing and working with the family to enhance parental protective capacities
Minimizing placement induced trauma for the child/-family caused by separation
Establishing, enhancing, and maintaining child, sibling, and-family, and like-kin
attachments

e Establishing and facilitating other permanency options, when appropriate

Family interaction is an opportunity to maintain, establish, and promote parentcaregiver-child
relationships. -In addition, family interaction is an opportunity for parents/guardians to evaluate
their own parenting capacities and gain knowledge of new practices and views about parenting.

Children, their parent{s),parents/guardians, and their sibling(s) have a right to family interaction

whenever possrble %erdepto malntarn and enhance their attachment to each other Areasto

The agency should also evaluate the child’s substantial relationships to determine the need to
maintain those connections to reduce trauma and loss for the child. -These substantial
relationships may include,-but-are-notlimitedte like-kin individuals: friends, neighbors, local
community and support groups, extended family members as defined by culture, and spiritual
communities.
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Family Interaction Defined

Family interaction is the interpersonal dynamics of the members of a family in a variety of
environments and activities.

A family-interaction-planFamily Interaction Plan must include the immediate family which
includes; but is not limited to: both parents; (adoptive or biological), legal guardians, Indian
custodian, or others in a parenting role, and siblings.

Family interaction includes:

Face-to-face contact

Telephone calls

Letters

Email

Attendance at routine activities such as counseling sessions, medical appointments,
school events-and, faith-related activities, and cultural activities.

Whenever possible, face-to-face family interaction is the-desirable professionalbest practice.

Face-to-face family interaction between parents-orthese-in-parentingreles/guardians and their
children in placement is critical. -Seeing the parent/caregivers during family interaction, for

example, reduces the child’'s fantasies and fears of “bad things” happening to the
parent/guardian, and can often help older children eliminate self-blame for the placement.
Additionally, face-to-face family interaction communicates the agency’s belief in the family as
important to the child and to the werkerchild welfare professional, which further supports family
involvement and timely reunification.

Similarly, maintaining face-to-face contact with siblings during placement helps preserve vital
family bonds, reduces feelings of isolation, and supports the child's emotional well-being.
Although face-to-face family interaction is preferred, there may be times when it is not in the
child’s best interest or is not feasible.
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Initial Family Interaction

Face-to-face family interaction must occur within five werking(5) business days of the child(ren)’s
placement in out-of-home care. -The agency is responsible for assuring that family interaction
occurs.

The initial family-interactionplanFamily Interaction Plan shall be developed by the agency worker

after consultation with the immediate family and, as appropriate, relatives and the out-of-home care
provider. -The plan shall include:

Frequency and location of the face-to-face family interaction
Transportation

Who will be present

Arrangements for monitoring or supervision, if needed

Before face-to-face family interaction is implemented, the agenecy-weorkerchild welfare professional
must assess if there are present or impending danger threats to child safety. -The agency
workerchild welfare professional must also assess for current or prior domestic violence in the
relationships of the adults involved in the case.

Safety considerations to assist in determining whether face-to-face family interaction needs to be
supervised include:

e There is a lack of information about the parent’'s/guardian’s ability to ensure the child’'s
safety.

e The parent/quardian exhibits behaviors or attitudes that might place the child’s safety in
jeopardy.

e The parent/guardian continues to deny or fails to accept responsibility for the actions which
placed the child’s safety in jeopardy or caused serious physical or emotional harm.

e The parent/quardian has a current or recent history of committing domestic violence.

e The child shows serious emotional effects (trauma, threatens suicide, etc.) which has
immediate implications for intervention.

e There is reason to believe that the parent/guardian or other persons are likely to flee with
the child.

In the absence of a court order or documented concerns for child safety or the safety of other
family members, the agency must consider a plan for unsupervised family interaction.

Considerations in Cases withSituations That Involve Domestic Violence

Domestic violence cases are complex and can affect children on a deep emotional level even if they
are not physically harmed. Risks to a victim of domestic violence and his/hertheir children increase
when there is a major change in family circumstances, such as separation or out-of-home
placement of children, and the battererharm-doer (person who causes harm) attempts to regain
control over the family.- When domestic violence is present in combination with other forms of
abuse, the impact on the child can be severe. BatterersA harm-doer may use a variety of controlling
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BeR&0IETf8-use these tactics.- The following considerations can help promote the safety and well-
being of the Chl|d as weII as protect the safety of all family members-

fbation/parole
accordingly.

oyntEnsure that Family Interactlon Plans

alda aYaWaa VA aYalllaY~ LIET L a

d e

In casessituations where biclogical-parents/guardians reside in separate households, biclegical
fathers have historically been left out or minimized. -Efforts should be made to include both the
child’'s metherand-fatherparents/quardians in family interaction planning.- In some cases, this
may require the development of separate plans due to issues of safety, confidentiality, domestic
violence, etc.
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The Family Interaction Plan

When a child is in out-of-home care, the agency shall, no later than 60 calendar days after
placement, establish and document a family-interaction-planFamily Interaction Plan that
outlines the anticipated interaction for the child with their parents, siblings, and other identified
participants. -The interaction plan shall be developed by agency staff with the involvement of
family members, including children who are able to contribute to the process, as well as the
out-of-home care provider and other participants identified by the family and/or agency.

The interaction plan shall be documented in the case-record and shall, at a minimum, address
the following information:

e A description of the parent'sparent/quardian’s responsibilities to arrange/confirm
visits with the ageney-workerchild welfare professional, plan and prepare activities
for family interaction, and assist their child with the transition at the conclusion of
family interaction.

e How any necessary transportation will take place and who is responsible for the
transportation.

e Any barriers that must be addressed by the agency to assureensure that family
interactions occur on a regular basis.

Family interaction-plansinteraction Plans should change over time depending on considerations

of safety, permanencypermanence, and well-being.- When reunification is the goal, face-to-face
family interaction should become less restrictive (supervised, if appropriate; to decreasing levels
of supervision; to unsupervised contact), increase in length, and support parents/guardians in

enhancing their protective capacities. “Whenreunification-is-nolongerthe permanencegoal;

family-interaction-doesnotend—Unless parental rights are terminated, or family interaction has
been prohlblted by court order parents/guardlan and chlldren have the rlght to mteract

When consistent family interaction does not occur, it is imperative that the agency-werkerchild
welfare professional meet with the parent/guardians to identify any barriers and in consultation

W|th their supervrsor make necessary revisions to the pIan JLa—paFenLeen{tmuesﬂtei&l—te

demenstraﬁe#eﬁa%ef—parent&%eneerwﬁeﬁheehﬂdﬁrs wouId be an opoortunrtv to dlscuss

the parent’s/guardian’s identified diminished protective capacities and make a plan to enhance
these areas.
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Frequency of Family Interaction

The agency shall make reasonable/Active Efferts efforts or active efforts to facilitate face-to-
face family interaction based upon the child’'s developmental needs; however, it must occur no
less than weekly.

Additionally, children shall have other family interaction (e.g., telephone calls, letters, etc.) with
their parentsparent/guardians at least weekly.

Erequency-and-Location Weekly interaction should be viewed as the minimum standard.
However, best practice standards indicate the following:

If an attachment bond is to be maintained between parents/guardians and their children in out-
of-home care, family interaction needs to be frequent. -Children between the ages of 0-5, for
example, should have contact with their parents/guardians 3-5 times a week, if the plan is
reunification. -As a best practice guideling, the frequency of family interaction between
parents/quardians and their children in out-of-home care should correspond with the child’s
wishes, age, developmental level, and should be consistent with the child’s case plan and
permanence goals.

The optimum environment for face-to-face family interaction is in the home of the child’s
parent/guardians, if it is a safe environment for all participants. When this cannot occur,
interaction should occur in the most natural setting as possible such as the home of the out-of-
home care provider.

Location of Face-to-Face Family Interaction

Primary consideration must be given to face-to-face family interaction occurring in settings that
encourage the most natural interaction between family members while minimizing any threats
to safety that may exist to the children or other participants.

Guidelines to assist with making the determination about location of family interaction include:

e Suitability for developmentally related activities; (e.g., does the location allow —for
positive interaction relative to the child’s development?)
e Parents’Parent/quardians’ attitudes and feelings about the out-of-home care providers

(fosterandrelativeplacements)-and their ability to have contact with the out-of-home

care providers.

e Fosterparents-orOut-of-home care providers’ interest, willingness, and ability to be
involved in the family interaction process and their perceptions and feelings related to
the legalparents—parent/quardians.

e Factors that might determine whether family interaction takes place in the out-of-home
care providers’ home.

e Consideration for the child's physical safety and emotional stability.
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Family Interaction with Siblings

Maintaining Sibling Relationships

Every effort must be made to place siblings together;-however, sometimes-thisis. Pursuant to
Wis. Stat. s. 48.355(2)(b)6p, if siblings are not pessibleplaced together frequent sibling
interactions must occur. Sibling interactions provide an opportunity for siblings to build or
maintain family relationships. When-siblings-are not seeing-eachotheras-apartofthe family
interactionplan-the following-applyThe following applies to sibling interaction:

e Sibling-faceFace-to-face sibling interaction must occur monthly, at a minimum,-ence
permonth.

e Facilitation of sibling face-to-face interaction is the responsibility of the agency
workerchild welfare professional.

e Additional family interactions between siblings must be encouraged, such as contact
by telephone, letters, and-email, and virtual calls.

When siblings are placed apart, each sibling, or histherecaregiver-when-appropriatethe h

parent/guardian, should know where the other sibling is and how to reach him/herth

Modifying Family Interaction

Decreasing or Suspending Family Interaction

The following outlines circumstances under which family interaction may be limited and
safequards to ensure any reduction or suspension of contact is appropriate:

e Family interaction can only be prohibited by the agency if a court finds that continued
contact is not in the child's best interests.

e Family interaction can be decreased or suspended if there is evidence that the contact is
contrary to the safety of the child(ren) and this information is documented in the case
record.

e Family interaction cannot be used as a punishment, reward, or threat for a child.

e The agency cannot restrict or suspend family interaction as a means to control or punish
a parent/guardian for failure to work with agency or community providers or to comply
with conditions of the casecourt order or Permanency Plan.

e The out-of-home care provider cannot prohibit family interaction

e Being incarcerated or institutionalized does not within itself constitute a ground for
prohibiting or canceling face-to-face family interaction.
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Documentation Requirements

The family-interactionplanThe following must be documented in the easefamily’s electronic
record-—:

e Theinitial Family Interaction Plan.

e As a part of formal safety reassessment throughout the provision of CPS engeing
servicesOngoing Services, the plan for continuing family interaction must be
addressed and documented in the comments section of the Safety Assessment.

e The occurrence of both supervised and unsupervised face-to-face family

interactions-mustbe documented-inthe family case record.

e The occurrence of both supervised and unsupervised sibling face-to-face

|nteract|onsmust—beudeeumemed—m4heianm+yease4eeem

e Any changes in the family 3
recordFamily Interaction Plan.

e [fThe circumstances involved if the agency is unable to fulfill these responsibilities
due to elientparent/guardian unavailability, lack of cooperation, or refusal;the
. bo.d % il y
Any exceptions to the requirements of this pelicystandard must be approved by a supervisor
and documented in the family case-record.

Wisconsin law requires that when children are placed in out-of-home care, placement with a
relative must be considered, and, if a child is not placed with a relative, the reason(s) for non-
placement must be documented in the Permanency Plan. -When a child is being removed from
his-er-hertheir home, child welfare professionals have a statutory responsibility to search out
and locate relatives and make attempts to involve them in the child’s life either as a placement
or as a resource and potential future placement.

This pelieystandard provides minimum standards, guidance, and tools which will assist
agencies in identifying, locating, and involving non-custedialhousehold parents, alleged fathers,
and-relatives, and like-kin as resources for children, especially children who have been removed
from their homes.

Concurrent Permanency Planning

Concurrent Permaneney-Planningpermanency planning allows child welfare professionals to
simultaneously plan to achieve a permanence goal (e.g., reunify the family) while implementing
an alternative permanent goal for a child. -Identifying, locating, and involving family members is
consistent with and supports concurrent Permanency-Planningpermanency planning for a child.
When non-eustedialhousehold parents, alleged fathers, and-relatives, and like-kin are located
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early-ina-case, subsequent moves for children_ can be reduced, in the event reunification isruled

%Maee@neu%eﬂqemeeamﬂb%awageney—er—theeeuﬁ—me purpose of this peheystandard is

to assist agencies in determining if there are non-custedialhousehold parents, alleged fathers,
or-otherrelatives, or like-kin who could be appropriately involved in-thechild’scase-either as
resources or placement options for the child and family. -Particular attention must be made to

identify and involve individuals who may assertparentalclaimsregardingidentify themselves as

a legal parent to a child so that they are afforded due process in cases mvolvmg thelr children

In addition, this pelieystandard may be useful when a child remains in the family home under a
Child in Need of Protection or Services (CHIPS) order. -Relatives, like-kin and parents/guardians

can be a resource for a family, such as providing respite care while-the case-isopen-and-when
the-agencyis-no-longerinvolved-with-the familyand ongoing support for a family.

Locating Non-Custodial Parent/ RelativesHousehold Parents, Relative,
and Like-kin

Diligent Efforts to Search for Non-CustoedialHousehold Parents, Alleged-Fathersor
Relatives, and Like-kin

A diligent search for non-custedialhousehold parents, alleged-fathers,-and-relatives, and like-kin
includes the identification, consideration, and determination of non-custedialhousehold parents,
alleged fathers,and-relatives, and like-kin either as resources or placement options for children

and families. -The identification of relatives and like-kin should begin at access and continue
through initial assessment and ongoing case management. -Identifying and locating relatives
and like-kin should begin when a child welfare professional is considering or recommending
out-of-home care for the child, which will allow better planning for the child’s transition. -Fer

example-measeswhe;e%asmkely—thams part of the pareni—w#LbemeaFeeFaieed—when—a

M%heh#d—preteewe—sepweesrpemeva—seemsmkelyplanmnq process, the ch|Id welfare

professional should speak with the parent or legal-guardian about relatives and like-kin who
might be a resource for the child. -Talking with parents/guardian regarding their preference for
placement of their child, should that become necessary, is often more effective than waiting
until the child is removed.

Non-CustodialHousehold Parents and Alleged Fathers

257



When Diligent Efforts to Search for Non-CustedialHousehold Parents and Alleged
Fathers Are Required

Diligent efforts to search for non-custoedialhousehold parents and alleged fathers must be
initiated or continue at the following points in a case when:

e ltis likely that a child will be placed in out-of-home care.

e The child is placed in out-of-home-care-on-eitheran-emergency-basis-orwith

e ltis likely that the child’s placement will change.

e A concurrent permanence goal is established--added or changed
Reunification.i | . L

e Achild is determined to be subject to the Indian Child Welfare Act/Wisconsin
Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA/WICWA), Active Effortsactive efforts to locate and
involve relatives must be made.

Diligent efforts to search for non-custedialhousehold parents and alleged fathers should be
ongoing for children who are in out-of-home care.

Diligent Efforts to Search for Non-CustedialHousehold Parents and Alleged Fathers—
Best Practice

Non-custedialhousehold parents and alleged father searches should include; but are not limited
to the following actions.
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In all situations, including emergency situations:

If the parent;-legal-/guardian;-ercaretaker of the child can be identified and is present,
ask him-er-herthem to identify and provide the whereabouts of the non-
custodialhousehold parent or alleged father.

Ask-thechildifWhen appropriate, ask the child to identify and provide the whereabouts
of the non-custedialhousehold parent or alleged father.

As the case progresses, as part of continuing efforts to search:

Check the family’s agency record, including eWiSACWIS, for non-custedialhousehold
parent and alleged father identification and whereabouts.

Reference Appendix 2, “Identification and Engagement Tools for Locating Non-
Household Parents, Relatives and Like-kin” on page 262.

Check the Department of Children and Families, Bureau of Child Support’s KIDS system
for identification or location of a non-custodial parent or alleged father.

Consult the identified tribe-of-an-Indian child-child’s tribe for information on non-
custodialhousehold parents and alleged fathers.

Ask the reporter at time of a child abuse-and-neglectmaltreatment referral received by
Access.

Ask the school the child attends or previously attended to see if there-are-additional
which emergency contacts listed-ef which-the-agenecy-isunaware.

Check the CARES system records if your agency has an information sharing agreement
with your local CARES agency. -CARES issues Wisconsin Works (W-2), Food Share,
Medicaid, and Child Care benefits.

Contact neighbors at a last known address to see if they have current location
information.

el il visite.

ResearchUtilize CCAP (Consolidated Court Automation Project):
http: //wcca W|courts gov

Websites that provide criminal history information or incarceration status can be helpful

to identify addresses or contact information for individuals if they have been justice-
involved. The focus when using these websites for relative searches should be
promoting relationships, connections, and gathering information about a child’s family
network and support system. A list of search websites is in Appendix 2, “Identification
and Engagement Tools for Locating Non-Household Parents, Relatives, and Like-kin.”

When seeking information-frem-people-orresources-outside theircase, child welfare

professionals must continue to maintain confidentiality about the identity and circumstances of
the children and families with whom they are working. -This may make it more difficult to obtain
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information, because the other person is reluctant to share information unless he-orshe
knowsthey know how it will be used. -Nevertheless, confidentiality requirements must be
followed.
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Relatives

When Diligent Efforts to Search for Relatives Areare Required

Diligent efforts to search for relatives must be initiated or continue at the following points in a
case when:

e ltis likely that a child will be placed in out-of-home care with someone other than a
fitand-willingrelative.

e The child is placed in out-of-home care with someone other than a fit-and-willing
relative-on-eitheran-emergency-basis-orwith-planning.

e ltis likely that the child’'s placement will change to a non-relative placement.

e Paternity is adjudicated or acknowledged.

e A concurrent permanencepermanency goal is establishedadded or changed.

e Achild is determined to be subject to ICWA, Active Effertsactive efforts to locate
and involve relatives must be made.

Relatives/like-kin may not be able to act as a placement;temporary-orpermanent resource, but
they may have the ability to be a less formal resource for the child and be a connection that will
last beyond the child’s involvement in the child welfare system. -Therefore, relative/like-kin
searches should continue until the child welfare professional believes that the child’s needs
have been met or could be met by the relativesrelative/like-kin who have been located.

When evaluating a relative/like-kin as a placement for a child or sibling group, the child’'s best
interest should be of paramount concern. -Child welfare professionals should consider
whetherhow the relative/like-kin could keep the children nearthe-otherparentifreunificationis
the-gealconnected with their parents/guardians; whether the child has a relationship with the
relative/like-kin; whether placement with the relative/like-kin would keep the child in his-o¢
hertheir community or school system; whether the relative/like-kin has the capacity to meet the
child’s needs; if this is a sibling group, the capacity of the relative/like-kin to accept all of them
and meet their needs; if this is not the child’s first placement, whetherthe emotional needs the

child has-a-bondedrelationship-with-his-or-herfosterfamily-may experience having to move

placements again.

If a child remains in out-of-home care, the agency and court should review the appropriateness
of renewing the relative/like-kin search during a change of placement, the Permanency Plan
hearing or the Permanency Plan administrative review. -When reviewing decisions about placing
with a relative/like-kin, child welfare professionals should focus on the best interests of the
child and determine whether any circumstances have changed that would now make placement
with a relative an appropriate option for the child.
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Child welfare professionals should also ask relatives/like-kin whether they would like to be

contacted if there is a change in circumstances for a child.

When evaluating placement alternatives, relatives/like-kin should be prioritized in consideration.

Additional consideration should be given to how long the child has been in his-er-hertheir
current placement, whetherthe number of placement moves the child has bended-with-the
fosterfamilyexperienced, whether the child has an established relationship with an interested
and appropriate relative, and whether the relative has shown some commitment to the child
while the child is in out-of-home care, even if he-orshethey could not accept the child in their
home.

Diligent Efforts to Search for Relatives/Like-kin — Best Practice

Relative/like-kin searches should include, but are not limited to the following actions:

Immediately and in all cases:

e If the parentlegal/guardian,orcaretaker of the child can be identified and is present,
ask him-er-herthem to identify and provide the whereabouts of relatives/like-kin.

o Askthechild ifWhen appropriate, ask the child to identify and provide the whereabouts
of other relatives/like-kin.

As the case progresses, as part of continuing efforts to search:

e Continue to ask the parent/guardian and child about relatives and like-kin.

e Check the family’s agency record, including eWiSACWIS, for relative/like-kin
identification and whereabouts.

e Consult the identified tribe-efan-Indian child-child’s tribe for information on
relatives/like-kin.

e Reference Appendix 2, “Identification and Engagement Tools for Locating Non-
Household Parents, Relatives and Like-kin” on page 262.

e Use search engines approved by the agency.

e Ask the reporter at the time of a child abuse-and-neglectmaltreatment referral received
by Access.

e Ask the school the child attends or previously attended to see ifthere-are-additional
which emergency contacts are listed-ef which-the-agency-isunaware..

e Check the CARES system records if your agency has an information sharing agreement

with your local CARES agency. Checkthe CARES systemrecords-if youragency-has-an
information-sharing-agreement with-yourlocal CARES agency—

CARES issues Wisconsin

Works (W-2), Food Share, Medicaid, and Child Care benefits.
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e Contact neighbors of a last known address to see if they have current location
information.
e CCAP (Consolidated Court Automation Project): http://wcca.wicourts.gov

helpful-Websites that provide criminal history information or incarceration status can be
helpful to identify addresses or contact information for individuals if they have been
justice-involved. The focus when using these websites for relative searches should be
promoting relationships, connections, and gathering information about a child’s family
network and support system. A list of search websites is in Appendix 2, “Identification
and Engagement Tools for Locating Non-Household Parents, Relatives, and Like-kin.”

Support of Relative and Like-kin Caretakers

Once the agency has succeeded in locating and involving relatives or like-kin as either
temporary or permanent placements, agency support for these caretakers is important.
Services such as counseling or other mental health services for the child, transportation, respite
care for the child, targeted funding to meet the needs of the child, etc., should be explored as a
means of supporting and encouraging the involvement of relatives as out-of-home care
providers.

Identifying, Locating, and Involving Fathers

Fathers may be overlooked if efforts are not taken to establish paternity or involve them in the
child’s case. -It is critical to identify and locate fathers early in the process of providing services
to a family for the following reasons:

e Fathers have the right to be involved with their children, to receive services, and to make
decisions about their children.

e Fathers have rights and responsibilities related to the care of their children, including
financial responsibilities.
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¢ Identification and location of a father may increase the relative/like-kin placement
options and resources for the child.

e |t enables the agency to gather information, such as physical or mental health histories
or social history about the paternal relatives.

e To avoid disruption of foster or adoptive placements when fathers or Indian child’s tribes
are not notified early.

Fathers can be classified into two categories: fathers who are known or thought to be known,
and fathers who are unknown. -The-categery, fathersFathers who are known or thought to be
known; includes fathers who are presumed, acknowledged, adjudicated, and some alleged.
Fathers who are unknown include unnamed individuals and may include some alleged fathers
when there are multiple possible fathers.

Eather's Paternity Has Not Been Established

When the identity and whereabouts of the father are unknown, diligent efforts to identify and
locate the father must include:

e Checking the child’s birth certificate to see if there is a person listed as the father and
follow up with location efforts if a father is listed on the birth certificate.

e Checking the Paternal Interest Registry in the Department of Children and Families.
(See DCES Info Memo2006-10)(See DCFS Info Memo 2006-17) on deadlines for
registration and notice to registered or unregistered fathers.

e Asdirected by local agency policy, checking the KIDS system using the child’s name,
Social Security Number, or other specific identifying information that will most
effectively select the correct child. (See DCES Information-Memeo2006-19.)

e Asking the mother, child, if appropriate, and relatives who the father is believed to be
and any known information including location of conception or any identifying
characteristics.

e Following up with efforts to locate individuals identified.

It may also include requesting paternity testing through the child support agency, if a father is
identified and located.

The agency should continue trying to locate fathers even if the casereaches-the pointwhere the

permanence goal becomes adoption, and a petition for termination of parental rights is being
filed. -If the child welfare professional learns new information about the child’s father or
possible father, that information must be pursued.

When a Parent or Legal Guardian Objects to a Relative orParent Search/Like-kin
Placement

Parents-erlegal-/guardians may object to the placement of a child with a relative—/like-kin. After
evaluation of the parent’s guardian’s objections, the child welfare professional may still place
the child with the relative/like-kin after the safety of the home has been assessed and
confirmed and required background checks have been completed. The parentparents/quardians
should be informed that they may express their objections to the juvenile court judge at either
the temporary custody or change in placement hearing.
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When a Parent Refuses to Provide Information about a Parent-cr, Relatives-, or Like-kin

Search Requirements

If a parent/guardian refuses to provide any information about the non-eustedialhousehold
parent or relatives; the child welfare professional must conduct the activities required under
Diligent Efforts to Search for Non-CustedialHousehold Parents-and, Alleged Fathers, or
Relatives.

If the court agrees, it may be most effective to have the judge question the parent-erlegal
/guardian during the temporary physical custody hearing, or when the parent/guardian first
appears in court. The child welfare professional may want to involve the Guardian ad Litem in
seeking information.

Search Requirements

If a parent/guardian continues to refuse to provide any information about a non-
custodialhousehold parent or other relatives, the child welfare professional must consult with
the corperation-agency’s legal counsel ordistrictattorney-to determine the appropriateness

of having the court order the parenteorlegalguardian-parents/quardians to provide the
information.

When Search Is Not Required

Wisconsin law allows parents to anonymously relinquish custody of a newborn. -The statute
§:-Wis. Stat. s. 48.195, Stats.-is often referred to as the Safe Haven law. -A parent must meet the
following statutory requirements in order to relinquish his-er-hertheir child under the Safe Haven
law: the infant must be less than 72 hours old, must be left in a newborn infant safety device at
a hospital, fire station, or law enforcement agency or turned over to a law enforcement officer,
an emergency medical technician, er-a hospital staff member, who subsequently must turn the
child over to a court intake worker. -A parent who chooses to anonymously relinquish his-or
hertheir infant under §:Wis. Stat. s. 48.195, Stats. may refuse to provide any identifying
information unless the person accepting the infant believes that the infant was abused or
neglected, or the parent is being coerced or induced into relinquishing his-erhertheir infant. -If
an agency is working with an infant who was anonymously relinquished under §:Wis. Stat. s.
48.195, Stats., the agency will not be able to search for or locate the non-custedialhousehold
parents or relatives/like-kin.

However, if there is reason to believe that the infant is an Indian child, agency staff should
identify and contact the tribe with which the child is, or may be, affiliated. -The Indian Child
Welfare Act, 25 U.S.C. 1913(a)), provides that any consent to an out-of-home placement or
termination of parental rights by a parent or Indian custodian that occurs before the birth of the
child or within ten (10) days of the birth of the child is not a valid consent.- The United States
Supreme Court in, Mississippi Choctaw Indian Tribe v. Holyfield, 490 U.S. 30 (1989), states:

Nor can the result be any different simply because the twins were “voluntarily
surrendered” by their mother. -Tribal jurisdiction under 1911(a) was not meant to be
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defeated by the actions of individual members of the tribe, for Congress was concerned
not solely about the interest of Indian children and families, but also about the impact on
the tribes themselves of the large numbers of Indian children adopted by non-Indians. -

In addition, it is clear that Congress’ concern over the placement of Indian children in
non-Indian homes was based in part on evidence of the detrimental impact on the
children themselves of such placements outside their culture. -Congress determined to
subject such placements to the ICWA's jurisdictional and other provisions, even in cases
where the parent consented to an adoption, because of concerns going beyond the
wishes of individual parents.

(Holyfield, pp. 49-50)

When Agencies Identify or Locate Relatives/Like-kin Without the Assistance of the
Parent

Agencies may learn about relatives/like-kin or fathersnon-household parents from a source
other than the parent/quardians. Additionally, agencies may identify relatives/like-kin or legal
guardian—non-household parents through the required diligent search efforts. Agencies are
sometimes contacted by individuals who identify themselves as arelative-and-askthatthe child
be-placed-with-them,-or-askto-have-contact with-the-child-relatives. Schools, churches, or
others with knowledge about the family may provide names of relatives/like-kin, and the child
may offer the name of someone that he-orshe-identifiesthey identify as a relative/like-kin.

Requirements

When an agency identifies or locates a relative/like-kin without the assistance or knowledge
of a parent-erlegal/guardian, the agency must:

e Document whatever information is offered regarding the identification and location of
the non-custedialhousehold parent or relative/like-kin.

e NetOnly disclose confidential information about the child or family to the extent
necessary to facilitate the establishment of a relationship between the child and the
relative, including whether there is an open child welfare case.

¢ Notify the parent/guardian that the information has been received and consult with
the parent/guardians regarding involvement of the non-custedialhousehold parent or
relative/like-kin.

o Verify independently that the individual is a non-custediathousehold parent or
relative/like-kin before considering the relative/like-kin or non-custedialhousehold
parent as a placement option.

Though diligent efforts to locate like-kin are not required by statute, agencies should make
continued efforts to locate like-kin individuals.

KIDS Family Violence Indicator
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The Departmentdepartment recommends that child welfare agencies enter into agreements
with local child support agencies to allow access to systems and information within the
parameters of the state agencies’ agreement.

Within the Agreement is a provision regarding the KIDS Family Violence Indicator, which is
placed on a KIDS participant record when a claim or finding of good cause for noncooperation
with child support is entered in the KIDS system, or if a temporary restraining order or injunction
has been entered to protect the participant, or if the child support agency has reason to believe
that releasing the information might result in physical or emotional harm to the participant. -The
indicator will appear on all case screens.— If the indicator is on the case record, information
about the protected individuals may not be published, used, transmitted, or otherwise shared
without first removing all information about location, employment, or other information
identifying the whereabouts of the protected individuals.

Therefore, information about parents and, by extension, relatives/like-kin of those parents that is
obtained from a KIDS record containing a Family Violence Indicator, cannot be used if it violates
the-privacy protections. -If the information about a parent or relative/like-kin is obtained from an
independent source, then the child welfare professional should determine and consider the
reasons a “Family Violence Indicator” is present in the KIDS case record and how that may
impact the safety and well-being of the child and family.

Documenting Diligent Efforts to Search
Under Wisconsin law, certain information regarding placement of a child with a relative or with
the family-of-a sibling must be documented in the Permanency Plan. -Those items are noted

below. -Other information identified below must be documented semewhere-in the child's case
record. Compiling itinformation and updating it-within the Permanency Plan is acceptable.
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Documentation Requirements

The following actions must be documented in the case record when conducting a non-
custedialhousehold parent;alleged-father, and relative search for children placed in out-of-
home care:
e I|dentification of non-custedialhousehold parents and maternal and paternal relatives.
e Efforts to locate, contact, and involve relatives; including their response to
involvement as a resource or placement option.
e Statement as to the availability and suitability of each relative as a-placement
resourcean out-of-home care provider for the child and, if the child is not placed with
the relative, the reasons why the placement with the relative is not safe or appropriate.

(&(Wis. Stat. s. 48.38(4)(bm))

e Statement as to the availability and suitability of the familiesof siblingsa placement
with the child’s sibling(s) as a placement resource for the child, and, if the child is not

placed with the sibling-family;(s), the reasons why thesuch placement is not safe or
appropriate. (§.(Wis. Stat. s. 48.38(4)(br)))).

e Efforts to establish paternity.

o Refusal of parents-erlegal/guardians to provide information regarding relatives or to
give consent for relative searches to be conducted.

e Thejustification for choosing a relative/like-kin placement over the objections of a
parent or legal guardian must be documented in a case note in the agency electronic
record for the child.

e Documentation-oflf applicable, documentation of compliance with ICWA placement
preferences or the good cause showing made to support the agency'’s failure to follow
the placement preferences set forth by the Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA).

Documentation of diligent-and-Active Effortstothe search for non-custedialhousehold parents,
alleged fathers, and relatives/like-kin may be critical in an action to terminate parental rights to
demonstrate that the agency made diligent and/or Active Effertsactive efforts to locate, involve,
and place a child with a non-custodial fatherparent, an alleged father, or a relative/like-kin.

Trial Reunification

In Child Protective Services (CPS) cases, placing a child in out-of-home care is a temporary
action used to control and manage threats to child safety and assureensure that a child is
protected.- An out-of-home safety plan clearly outlines what is needed for the child to return
home with an in-home safety plan while the agency continues to work with parents-or
caregivers/quardians in consistently providing a safe environment.

A trial reunification is a continuation of the out-of-home placement episode, so return to out-of-
home care as a result of ending a trial reunification is not considered a re-entry into out-of-home
care if it does not exceed time limits for a trial reunification. Trial reunification should only be
used when it is anticipated that the child will remain with his-er-hertheir parent{s)/guardian and
a return to out-of-home care is unlikely, except for short-term or respite placementsservices
with the out-of-home care provider. -Trial reunification is defined under §-Wis. Stat. s.
48.358(1)(a) and in federal law under 45 CFR 1356.21(e).
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A trial reunification may be appropriate when:

e Child Protective Services CasesCase Types
o Anin-home safety plan can be implemented and the permanence goal for the
child is reunification. -Using a trial reunification affirms that returning a child is
not predicated on parents-ercaregivers/guardians fully changing their lives, but
rather that reunification is possible as treatment services continue.- Since it is
difficult to predict with certainty the impact on the family when a child returns
home, a trial reunification is an opportunity to assureensure that behavioral
change is sustained over a period of time and to confirm that reunification
remains the appropriate permanence goal.
e Child Welfare CasesCase Types
o The conditions leading to the removal of the child can be managed in the home
of either parent/guardians or the relative/like-kin caregiver from whom the child
was removed.

Note: Open cases with dispositions of Trial Reunification at age 18 or older still qualify for
independent living (IL) services.

Applicability

This Standard applies to when the agency requests and the court orders the use of a trial
reunification as part of a court order.

Prohibiti

Wis. Stat. s. 48.358(6)(a)Prohibition

Except as provided in the exception, the court may not order a trial reunification in the home
of a person who has been convicted under §Wis. Stat. s. 946.01940.01 of the first-degree
intentional homicide, or under §-Wis. Stat. s. 940.05940.05 of the 2nd-degree intentional
homicide, of a parent of the child, if the conviction has not been reversed, set aside, or
vacated.

The prohibition does not apply if the court determines by clear and convincing evidence that
the placement would be in the best interests of the child. The court shall consider the wishes
of the child in making that determination.

Agencies must assureensure all actions of either agency or contracted provider staff
complies with this pelieystandard.

Initiating a Trial Reunification

It is important to assess the progression of the family-interaction-planFamily Interaction Plan
when considering if a trial reunification is appropriate.- Face-to-face family interaction should
become less restrictive (from supervised, if necessary, to decreasing levels of supervision, to
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unsupervised contact) and increase in length over time before a trial reunification is considered.
Agency-staffThe child welfare professional should consult the “Family Interaction for Child
Protective Services (CPS) Cases When a Child is in Out-of-Hemehome Care” section on page
173157 for further guidance on CPS casescase types.

Determinations Prior to Initiating a Trial Reunification
The agency must determine:

e If any existing court orders (juvenile, criminal, tribal, family, civil) specifically limit
family interaction in a manner that prevents the use of a trial reunification and
determinedetermines:

o Whether an in-home safety plan can be implemented to control impending danger
threats and assureensure child safety or

o Whether the conditions leading to the removal of the child can be managed in the
trial reunification home.

Agency-staffThe child welfare professional should discuss the trial reunification with the child
when age and developmentally appropriate.- The child welfare professional, therapist, or other
adult close to the child may assist the child in identifying his-er-hertheir hopes, fears, and
attitudes about the trial reunification and provide support to the child as needed.

Request for Trial Reunification

The child welfare professional shall complete a “Request for Trial Reunification” (JD-1801)
form to request the court to order a trial reunification. -A trial reunification may not occur
without a court order.- The request shall include:

e The name and address of the requested trial reunification home.

e A statement describing why the trial reunification is in the best interests of the child.

e A statement describing how the trial reunification satisfies the objectives of the child's
Permanency Plan.

A request for a trial reunification may not be made on the sole grounds that an emergency
condition necessitates an immediate removal of the child from his-er-hertheir out-of-home
placement. If an emergency condition necessitates such an immediate removal, the person or
agency primarily responsible for implementing the dispositional order shall proceed as
provided in §-48-357(2)-0rs-938.357(2)-the change of placement provisions of statute.
See, Wis. Stats. ss. 48.357 (2) and 938.357 (2).
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-Notice of Trial Reunification

The person-oragencyrequesting-the trialreunification-shall submit the-request shall be
submitted to the court and shall-cause-written notice of the requested trial reunification

toshall be sentprovided to:

e The child.
e The parent, guardian, and legal custodian of the child.

e Any foster parent or other physical custodian of the child;described-in-§.-48.62(2)-and
938.-62(2)-.

e The child's court-appointed special advocate.

e All parties who are bound by the dispositional order.

e If the child is an Indian child who has been removed from the home of his-erher

parentorndiancustodian-thelndianchild'stheir Indian custodian and the Indian
child’s tribe.

The notice shall contain the information that is required to be included in the request.
The Notice and Request for Trial Reunification (JD-1801) meets these requirements if
provided to the required individuals.

Objection to Trial Reunification

Any person who is entitled to receive notice of a requested trial reunification under §:Wis.
Stats. ss. 48.358-(2)(b) or 938.358-(2)(b)., other than a court-appointed special advocate, may
obtain a hearing on the matter by filing an objection with the court within 10 working days
after the request was filed with the court.

If an objection is filed, a hearing shall be held within 30 days after the request was filed with
the court.

Not less than three (3) working days before the hearing, the person or agency requesting the
trial reunification or the court shall provide notice of the hearing to all persons who are
entitled to receive notice under s-§-Wis. Stats. ss. 48.358(2)(b))(b) or 938.358-(2)(b). A copy
of the request for the trial reunification shall be attached to the notice.
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Prior to Implementing a Trial Reunification
Child Protective Services CasesCase Types Only
Prior to implementing a Trial Reunification, the child welfare professional must:

e Re-assessReassess child safety
e Develop an in-home safety plan that includes what will happen if threats to child
safety can no longer be managed.

Additionally in all case types, a description of the following must be documented in the family
caserecord:

e How the agency will communicate the child’s status and facilitate services to the
out-of-home care provider, as appropriate.

e The nature and frequency of any contact the out-of-home care provider will have
with the child.

If the order authorizing the trial reunification is obtained at the same time the trial reunification
is implemented, that order serves as notification to all parties.

Managing a Trial Reunification

Information gathered from the parents/caregiversguardians, child, and service providers is used
to evaluate the impact of the trial reunification and confirm that the child is safe by:

e Assuring that the services put in place continue to adequately control identified
safety threats.

e Assuring that the commitments by the family and providers remain in effect.

e Determining whether previously identified safety threats have been eliminated or
reduced.

e Determining if new safety threats to the child have emerged.

e Modifying the safety plan (related to impending danger threats) or Permanency Plan
(related to protective capacities).
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Implementation of Trial Reunification
The agency child welfare professional must:

e Continuously review and evaluate the adequacy of the in-home safety plan.

e Have monthly contact-by-the child-welfare professional, at a minimum, with

service providers involved in the safety plan, if applicable.
For all case types implementation includes:

e Face-to-face contact by the child welfare professional or designee with
parent/caregiverguardian(s) and the child on the day the trial reunification begins.
o Twice a month face-to-face contact by the child welfare professional or designee

with parents/caregiversguardians and the child unless a need for more immediate
or frequent contact is indicated by the information obtained about the family.

Timeframes for a Trial Reunification

A trial reunification means a period of seven (7) consecutive days or longer but not exceeding
150 days. If a trial reunification is ordered, it shall terminate 90 days after the date of the
order, unless the court specifies a shorter period in the order, extends the trial reunification or
it is revoked.

As provided in 45 CFR 1356.21(i}-ta)(1)(i)(c), any time a child spends on a trial reunification is
not included in the statutory timeline that requires an agency to request a petition for
termination of parental rights when a child has been in out-of-home care for 15 of the most
recent 22 months absent documentation of an exception under §:Wis. Stat. s. 48.417(2),-Stats.).

Information about a trial reunification should be incorporated into the case progress evaluation
of the child's Permanency Plan.
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Note: Open cases with dispositions of Trial Reunification at age 18 or older still qualify for
independent living (IL) services.

274



Ending a Trial Reunification

Prior to a trial reunification ending the agency must determine whether:

e Reunification is appropriate.
e The trial reunification needs to be extended.
e The child is to be returned to an out-of-home care setting.

When Reunification Can be Achieved
Prior to reunification, the agency must:

e AssureEnsure that child safety can be maintained within the child’'s home.

¢ Request a Change of Placement under Wis. Stats. §.ss. 48.357 or §-938.357 with the
court no later than 10 business days prior to the end of the trial reunification to the trial
reunification home; and

e Allow a minimum of 10 business days for parties to file an objection to the “Notice of
Change in Placement,” as required in Wis. Stats. §.ss. 48.357(1){)(am) 2. or §938.357
(1)(am)2.Stats:

If a party files an objection to the “Notice of Change in Placement,” the trial reunification shall
continue until further order of the court unless circumstances necessitate a revocation of the
trial reunification.

Reunification may occur when the agency can conclude that impending danger threats have
been eliminated or can be managed with an in-home safety plan or the conditions leading to the
need for out-of-home care placement can now be managed in the trial reunification home. -The
decision to reunify does not always mean case closure. -Agencies should continue to work with
the family to assureensure that there is sustainable behavioral change and/or that informal and
formal supports are in place that can manage the safety of the child(ren).

Depending on family circumstances, there may be times when reunification criteria are not met
within the initial court-ordered timeframe of 90 days, but safety can continue to be managed
with an lnin-home safety plan.

In these instances, a trial reunification may be extended by order of the court.

275



Extending a Trial Reunification

The agency child welfare professional responsible for implementing the dispositional order
may request an extension of a trial reunification using the “Notification of
Request/Extension/Revocation of the Trial Reunification” (Form JD-1801).

The request shall contain a statement describing how the trial reunification continues to be in
the best interests of the child. No later than ten business (10) days prior to the expiration of
the trial reunification, the agency child welfare professional that requests the extension shall
submit the request to the court that ordered the trial reunification and shall provide notice of
the request to all personsindividuals who are entitled to receive notice.

Revocation of trialreunificationTrial Reunification

If the person or agency primarily responsible for implementing the dispositional order
determines based on current circumstances that a trial reunification is no longer in the best
interests of the child, that person or agency may, without prior court order, remove the child
from the trial reunification home and place the child in the child's previous out-of-home
placement or place the child in a new out-of-home placement. -The agency does not need to
take the child into custody under Temporary Physical Custody because under the trial
reunification, the child has remained in out-of-home care placement.

e If the person or agency primarily responsible for implementing the dispositional order
places the child in the child's previous out-of-home placement, within three (3) days
after removingmoving the child from the trial reunification home, that person or
agency shall submit a request for revocation of the trial reunification to the court that
ordered the trial reunification and notify all persons who are entitled to receive notice
of the trial reunification.

o Therequest shall contain:
* The date on which the child was removed from the trial reunification
home.
= The address of the child's current placement.
= The reasons for the proposed revocation.

e |If the person or agency primarily responsible for implementing the dispositional order
places the child in a new out-of-home placement, within three (3) days after removing
the child from the trial reunification home, that person or agency shall request a
change in placement.

o Therequest shall include:
= theThe date on which the child was removed from the trial reunification
home;
* The information required under Wis. Stats. §.ss. 48:357- (1) {am)
1.48.357 (1)(am)1. or 938.357 (1)(am)-1.

The trial reunification is revoked when the change in placement order is granted.
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Concluding a Trial Reunification

At the end of a trial reunification, the person or agency primarily responsible for implementing
the dispositional order shallis required to do one of the following:

-1 1. Return the child to his-er-hertheir previous out-of-home placement. The person
or agency may do so without further order of the court, but within five (5) days after
the return the person or agency shall provide notice of the date of the return and the
address of that placement to all persons who are entitled to receive notice under par-
{b)- Wis. Stat. s. 48.358(2)(b).

A trial reunification is the continuation of an out-of-home placement episode;
therefore, ending the trial reunification and continuing the child’s placement with the
same out-of-home care provider avoids a re-entry into out-of-home care.

2. Request a change in placement under Wis. Stats. s-48.3570r938.357 Wis-
Stats,;ss. 48.357 or 938.357, to place the child in a new out-of-home placement.

3. Request a change in placement under Wis. Stats. s.ss. 48-35748.357 or 938.357
Wis-Stats;, to place the child in the trial reunification home-}, if a determination is
made that a trial reunification will end with achieving the permanence goal of
reunification.

When it is determined that safety cannot be managed with an lnin-home safety plan, it is
important to avoid moving a child back and forth between out-of-home care placements and his
orhertheir home.- The agency should make diligent efforts to return the child to the out-of-home
care provider with whom the child was placed when the trial reunification was initiated, unless
that placement is no longer available or not in the child’s best interest.

Documenting Decisions Regarding a Trial Reunification

Documentation of a trial reunification is critical in later determining whether the agency has
made reasonable efforts or Active Effertsactive efforts to reunify a child.

Documentation Requirements

The following decisions and justification for the decisions must be approved by a supervisor
or his/hertheir designee and documented in the family-case record:

e The decision to initiate a trial reunification and the related Safety Analysis and
Plan.

e The decision to end a trial reunification.

e The decision to reunify the child with his/hertheir family.

The placement into the trial reunification and the conclusion shall be documented in
eWiSACWIS within five (5) days of the order by the court initiating or terminating the trial
reunification.
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Child Welfare Professional Face-to-Face Contact Requirements-for
Child | Vouth in O £l Pl l

Caseworker

Regular and consistent face-to-face contact by a child’s child welfare professionals that are
focused on the goals established in the ease-plan directly impact positive outcomes for children
and youth, including the management of safety, timely achievement of permanence, and
improved well-being.

Purpose

This pelieystandard establishes the requirement for child welfare professionals to have face-
to-face contact at least once each and every full calendar month with children and youth who
are living in an-out-of-home care. More than 50 percent of the in-person contacts with a child
in out-of-home care are required to be in the child’s out-of-home care placement-, occurring
no less than every other month. Additionally, this pelieystandard directs agencies how to
document information about the child welfare professional’s face-to-face contact in
eWIiSACWIS.

There are no exceptions to this pelicystandard since it is enacting a federal lawrequirement.

Agencies must assureensure all actions of either agency or contract provider staff comply
with this pelicystandard.

-Agencies may use other professional staff as designees to complete the face-to-face contacts.
The professional staff includes those who are trained to assess safety, facilitate permanence,
ensure a child’s well-being, and evaluate the progress of a child and family’s case. Examples of
child welfare werkersprofessionals that do not qualify as appropriate designees are Guardian ad
Litem or foster parent.

Court Ordered Out-of-Homehome Placements of Indian Children

Section-46.2671,Wis. Stats-,. s. 48.645(2)(a)4, allows a county to fund an out-of-home
placement ordered by a tribal court, providing that the county and tribe enter into a 161
Agreement. Those tribal court-ordered placements under a 161 Agreement are subject to
the face-to-face contact requirement and must be performed by the county agency unless
the tribeTribe and county include alternative language in a 161 Agreement, MOU or

contract delineating responsibilities for the contacts. (Note: On-and-after July1,2008 the

Wisconsin Act 161 creates a mechanism for county agencies to make payments for costs
of out-of-home placements of Indian children when placement is ordered by a tribal court
and the county, and the tribe have entered into a written agreement regarding the
circumstances under which such payments will be made. For more information, please
read Memo Series DCFS 2008-11 Guidelines for Implementation of Act 161 Agreements
(Out-of-home Placements of Indian Children by Tribal Courts).
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Tribes have been given access and have the technical capacity to enter case notes in
eWISACWIS. It is recommended that child welfare agencies and tribes continue to work
together to ensure monthly contact information is updated in a timely manner. It is
recommended that this information be included in the 161 Agreement. While tribes have
the capability to enter contact notes in eWiSACWIS, they are not required to.

Applicability

l.
The child welfare professional face-to-face contact requirement applies to all children in
out-of-home placement, including those placed through a Voluntary Placement
Agreement (Wis. Stat. s. 48.63) and youth who are over 18 years of age if the agency
maintains placement and care responsibility under a court order and the child is in an out-
of-home setting listed below:

e Court-ordered kinship care.

e Foster family home (relative/like-kin or non-relative).
e Pre-adoptive home.

e Receiving home.

e Unlicensed relative/like-kin or non-relative placement.
e Group home.

e Shelter care (including Reception Center and Reception Center — Shelter).
e Residential care center.

e Trial reunification.

e Supervised independent living.

e Missing from out-of-home care.

1.
Children who are in the out-of-home care settings listed below are not subject to the face-
to-face contact requirement in this standard except as described in the paragraph below:

e Juvenile correctional institutions.
e Adult corrections.
e Secure detention (including Reception Center — Detention).

e Hospitals.

If a child is placed in an out-of-home care setting listed in Section | and is subsequently
moved to an out-of-home setting listed in Section |l without discharge between those out-
of-home care settings, the child welfare professional must continue to conduct monthly
face-to-face contacts with the child.
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Professional Face-to-Face Contact Requirements

Each child in an out-of-home placement must have at least one face-to-face contact with
their child welfare professional in every full calendar month the child is in out-of-home
care. The majority (greater than 50%) of the face-to-face contacts must be in the child’s
out-of-home placement, occurring no less than every other month.

Teleconferencing and videoconferencing do not constitute face-to-face contact.

Child welfare professional face-to-face contacts must be focused on the safety,
permanence, and well-being of the child and must be of substance and duration sufficient
to address the goals of the case plan or Permanency Plan. Content of the contacts must
be documented in accordance with the documentation requirement below.
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If the Departmentdepartment or a county departmentagency designates other child welfare
professionals {residential-staff treatment foster care child welfare professionalout-of-state

responS|bIe for VISItS W|th the cther—yeu%h the county or Depaptment epartmen t child welfare

professional primarily responsible for the child eryeuth-should have face-to-face contact with
the child eryouth-on at least a quarterly basis.

For cases involving the interstate placement of children-eryeuth, visits must occur each-and
every-monthmonthly and should be conducted by the agency responsible for supervision under
the Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children (ICPC) agreement for that child-cryeuth,
generally the receiving state or a private agency child welfare professional under contract with
the receiving state. The first face-to-face contact must occur no later than 30 days from the
date on which the child is placed, or 30 days from the date on which the receiving state is
notified of the child’s placement, if notification occurs after placement. The sending state is
responsible for documenting the visits in eWiSACWIS. -Under the ICPC, the visitingsupervising
agency is required to submit a supervision report every sixthree (3) months;-however-in
practice,supervisionreports-are-generally received-every three-months— following the date of
receipt of the 100B form by the receiving state’s ICPC office. Agencies may want to request a
report about any visits during the final quarter of the Federal Fiscal Year (July, August,
September) by the last week of October in order for those visits to be entered in eWiSACWIS
and counted in the data submitted to the federal Administration for Children and Families (ACF)
database. -If the sending agency is not receiving the documentation from the receiving state,

the agency should contact the assigned Deputy CompactAdministrater|CPC specialist at DCF
as soon as a problem is detected. -The Deputy CompactAdministraterassigned ICPC specialist

will work with the receiving state to address the issue.
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Quality of Face-to-Face Contacts

The federal Child and Family Services Improvement Act of 2006 requires that, in order for a
state to be eligible for federal funding, monthly contacts te-be well-planned and focused on
issues pertinent to case-planning and service delivery to ensure safety, permanence, and well-
being of children.- It is important to make face-to-face contacts purposeful and meaningful in
order to promote positive outcomes for children. -The ultimate intent of face-to-face contacts is
to monitor safety and to provide services to promote permanency and the well-being of the
child, the child’'s family, and the child’s caregivers. -For this reason, it is critical that
documentation reflects and supports the content of monthly contacts.

In the monthly contact a child welfare professional’s face-to-face contact with a child eryouth
may include or address the following topics:

e Safety:
o Ongoing assessment of safety of the child and, if applicable, community
o GChilderyouth’'sChild’s behavioral risk, including risk to self and risk to
others
e Stability/Adjustment of child eryeouth-in:
o Current living arrangement (biological home, foster home, group home,
RCC, incarceration)
o Educational setting
o Alternative setting (non-custodial parent, respite care)
e Status of child’s well-being:
o Physical health
o Learning and development: educational program attendance, progress,
and IEP (if applicable)
o Mental health needs (emotional development and behavioral functioning)
e Progress towards planning goals/outcomes, permanence goals, and court
orders:
o Tracking progress on achieving outcomes.
o Adjustment of strategies/intervention(s) when needed.
o Life Skills-Developmentskills development and independent living needs
and goals for youth aged 14 or older.
o Opportunities to engage in age or developmentally appropriate activities
following the Reasonable and Prudent Parent Standard.
e Family interactions and relationships:
o Frequency of contact/communication
o Type of contact/communication and with whom
o Quality of contact/communication and with whom
e Anopportunity to engage in private communications with the child welfare
professional regarding the out-of-home placement and any other concerns.
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Documentation

The child welfare professional’s monthly face-to-face contacts with a child eryeouth-must be
documented in eWiSACWIS as a case note. -The-case note must include, at a minimum, the
following information describing the face-to-face contact:

e Date, time, and duration of the visit

e Participants involved

e Location of the visit

e Type of contact

e Purpose of the contact

e Summary of the results of the contact

The Departmentorcounty-departmentmust-documentthe-information listed above must be

documented in eW|SACWIS within 20 calendar days after the face-to-face contact with the

The “Quick Reference Guide” that provides direction about how to enter a case note to meet the
Federalfederal mandate on monthly-case-werker contacts with children and youth in out-of-
home care in eWiSACWIS can be accessed electronically at the following link:
https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/knowledgeweb/training/ewisacwis-user-guides/case-work

Specific information about caseworkercontact documentation is found under the
“Documenting Monthly CasewerkerCase Worker Contacts” link in the Narrative Section.

For additional explanation and guidance regarding documentation efthe use-offor shelter and
secure detention settings, refer to the “Secure Detention and Shelter Care” sections of the Out-
of-Home Placement Manual, located at:
http://dcf.wisconsin.gov/knowledgeweb/training/user-guides-and-manuals/placement-
documentation-manual

Agencies using contracted staff to conduct face-to-face contacts with children and youth in out-
of-home care should develop a process with those agencies to assureensure that the primary
agency receives the information necessary to document the contacts as required above.

The CM06x100 Caseworker Contacts Report has been created to assist child welfare agencies
in monitoring performance related to this requirement. This report allows CW agencies to
identify their missing child welfare professional contacts and assess their agency’s
performance on a month-by-month and cumulative basis. This report can be accessed via
eWReports. If you do not have the ability to access this report, work with your eWiSACWIS
security delegate to obtain access to the report. In addition, the CM06x102 Caseworker
Contacts Monitoring Report is available to monitor contacts that have or have not occurred in a
given time period. This report is run weekly but is also available for On-Demand use for a
requested time period.
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This report does not provide the compliance with the Federal Fiscal Year percentage
requirement.

There is also a child welfare professional contacts dashboard located on the DCF website
which provides interactive data for each county’s performance on this measure. The
dashboard is located at: http://dcf.wisconsin.gov/pbm.

Children erYouth Missing from Out-of-Homehome Care

When the whereabouts of children eryouth-living in out-of-home care settings are unknown,
the safety and well-being of those children eryouth-cannot be assured--ensured. When
children eryeouth-are missing from care, they are vulnerable to and at risk of additional
emotional and physical trauma (e.g., sexual exploitation, sex trafficking, drug-abuse,or
eriminalactivity)—and other high-risk situations or activities). Thus, measures to locate the
child-eryeuth, communicate with critical individuals and agencies involved with the child-er
youth, and plan for the child’s eryouth’s-safe return must be made.

A child-eryouth is considered to be in “out-of-home care” if the agency has placement and
care responsibility for the child eryeuth-whether placed under a Voluntary Placement
Agreement (under §-Wis. Stat. s. 48.63-er-938.63) or through a court order. -This includes a
child eryouth-who is placed by the agency with relatives/like-kin or in court-ordered Kinship
Carekinship care placements, whether or not payments are being made but the agency
maintains placement and care responsibility. -1t does not include a child eryeuth-who is
living with relatives/like-kin (or caregivers other than parents) but whe-is not under the
placement and care responsibility of the agency. -The placement types weuldincluded in this
standard include:

Foster care (relative/like-kin or non-relative)

Court-ordered Kinship-Carekinship care
Unlicensed relatives/like-kin

Unlicensed non-relatives
Group home care
+—Residential care

e Trial Reunification

e Supervised independent living

e Secure detention

e Shelter care when a Permanency Plan is required.

—This does not include care provided in a securedjuvenile correctional facility as defined
under §:Wis. Stat. s. 938.02(15m),-Stats-) It also does not include yeuthchildren who are
receiving an in-home service of a 72-hour hold or a sanction at a shelter care facility.
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Note: Open-cases-with-dispositions-of MissingChildren on a dispositional order determined
to be missing from Care-atcare age 18 or older still qualify for independent living services.

Applicability

This standard applies to all cases in which a child is living in an out-of-home care setting and
the whereabouts of the child are either unknown or the child does not have permission to be
away from the out-of-home care setting. This standard applies beginning at the point a child is
removed from their home and the department, or a county agency, has placement and care

responsibility.

Agencies must ensure that all actions of either the agency or contracted provider staff comply
with this standard.

An agency is considered to have the placement and care responsibility of a child eryeuth
when the child-eryouth is removed from his-er-hertheir home by the Departmentdepartment,
an agency, or when a court enters an order placing a child eryeuth-in out-of-home care,
whichever occurs first.
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Purpose

The purpose of this standard is to:

e Define when a child is missing from out-of-home care.

e Establish requirements for agency response when a child is missing from out-of-
home care.

e Establish requirements for documenting a child’s missing status in eWiSACWIS.

Missing from Out-of-home Care Defined

A child is considered missing from out-of-home care when they are under the placement and
care responsibility of the department or a county agency, is living in an out-of-home care setting,

and any of the following criteria are met:

e The child is unaccounted for a period of time that cannot reasonably be justified by
the child’s age, maturity, or emotional capacity which shall not exceed eight (8)
hours.

e When efforts to locate the child have been unsuccessful.

e When it is known or suspected that a child has been taken by force or coercion.

e When the child is in the company of an unauthorized person or located in an
unauthorized place.

An out-of-home care provider does not have to wait eight (8) hours to report a child eryouth
missing from out-of-home care. -For young, disabled, or vulnerable children-eryeouth, an
unexplained absence for even a short period of time can be an alarming situation and might
present significant child,yreuth; or community safety concerns.

The agency responsible for a child eryeuth-placed in out-of-home care must provide to the
out-of-home care provider; upon placement, information relating to a child’'s eryeouth’s

history of being missing. The information must be updated to reflect any changes.
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Confidentiality

Agencies must continue to abide by existing confidentiality standards when implementing this
standard (Ref. Wis. Stats. ss. 48.78(2m) and 938.78). Agency staff must ensure that an out-of-
home or respite provider understands confidentiality requirements as they pertain to children
missing from care.

Agencies may want to consult with their legal counsel when questions arise regarding
confidentiality.

Agency Coordination with Out-of-home Care Providers and Other Caregivers

The agency must ensure that the parent/guardian, out-of-home care provider or respite provider
when a child is on a home visit or trial reunification understands their responsibility to contact
an agency representative when a child in their care is determined to be missing.

National Child Search Assistance Act Law and Legal Definition

The National Child Search Assistance Act (NCSA) is U.S. federal legislation enacted in 1990.
This Act requires each federal, state, and local law enforcement agency to report each case
of a missing child below the age of 21 to the National Crime Information Center (NCIC).
Further, the NCSA states that no agency should maintain any policy establishing a waiting
period before accegtlng a mlssmg child regort Whenmqplemenangmlsqeehey—the




Pursuant to the-amendment the NCSA istoreguirefederal law, law enforcement to enter

information about missing and abducted children in the NCIC database within two (2) hours
of receiving a report.

Additionally, any child welfare professional who is having difficulty working with their local
law enforcement when making reports of children missing from their care, may contact the
Wisconsin Clearinghouse for Missing and Exploited Children and Adults which is operated
by the Department of Justice.

The Wisconsin Clearinghouse for Missing and Exploited Children and Adults actively assists
law enforcement, victim families, the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children and
other missing children organizations in

essituations |nvoIV|ng mlssmg chlldren chlldren
who have experlenced sex trafflcklng and children who are victims of enticement via the

Internet. Wisconsin’s Clearinghouse provides technical investigative assistance, referrals
and advocacy in navigating the criminal justice system, along with other resources, services
and information, to victim families of children and adults who are missing and considered
endangered in the state of Wisconsin, nationwide and internationally.

The following is the contact information for the Wisconsin Clearinghouse for Missing &
Exploited Children and Adults:

17 West Main Street
Madlson WI i

MadisenWI-53703
Office: -608-266-1671
1-800-THE HOPE (‘I -800-843- 4673)
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www.missingpersons.doj.wi.gov

Responsibilities When a Child is Missing from Out-of-home Care

Once the agency has determined that a child is missing from out-of-home care, the agency
must:
= Make efforts to immediately inform the following:

o The parent/quardian.

o The out-of-home care provider, if the child was not with the provider when they
went missing.

o __The Indian child’s tribe, if applicable.

o __The appropriate Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children (ICPC) or
Interstate Compact for Juveniles (ICJ) contact if a child is placed in Wisconsin
through the ICPC or ICJ.

=  Within 8 hours, ensure that law enforcement has been notified that a child is missing.

o _Include in that notification include whether the child is at-risk or has experienced

sex trafficking.
= Within 24 hours, notify the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children (NCMEC).

o Inform NCMEC if the child is at-risk or has experienced sex trafficking.

o See Appendix 6: Information to be provided to the National Center for Missing
and Exploited Children for additional guidance about the requirements for
making missing reports to NCMEC on page 281.

= Conduct and continue efforts to find the child until the child no longer meets the
definition of missing from care including maintaining reqgular communication with law
enforcement and NCMEC and sharing information pertaining to the child’s recovery and
circumstances related to the recovery

= Continue to do permanency planning activities according to Wis. Stats. ss. 48.38 and
938.38.

=  Manage bed holds and provider payments.

Within 24 hours, the agency must document the child’s missing episode in the child’s Placement
Status in eWiSACWIS once the child has been determined missing.

Note: Documenting the child’s missing from out-of-home care placement will send this
information directly to NCMEC through the portal.

Agencies must:

e Establish policies outlining the information and level of detail to be shared with
parties (e.q., judges, district attorney, corporation counsel, state public defenders,
Guardian ad Litem, etc.) when a child is missing from out-of-home care, including the
timeframe for providing such information.

e Establish policies regarding what actions will occur for ongoing efforts to find the
child.

An agency may also want to inform the child's eryeuth’s-school, mental health providers,
legal representative, and other service providers working with the child eryouth-and family
to coordinate efforts to locate the child-eryouth.
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When agencies consult with court officials, agencies may wish to work with judges to
include Children erYouth-Missing from Care polices in the court’s policies under Wis. Stats.
§.ss. 48.06(1)(a)2. and (2)(a) and 938.06(1)(a)2. and (2)(a),Stats:).

Agencies have the ability to determine the continued efforts to search, as this will vary
depending on the circumstances of the missing episode, the individual child-eryouth,and
caseplan—. An agency should consider the following activities in searching for a child er
youth-who has been determined to be missing:

e Contact with the child’s eryeuth’s-friends, relatives/like-kin, or significant others
for possible information about his-er-hertheir whereabouts.

e Contact with the child’'s eryeuth’s-school if school is in session.

e If the child eryouth-has been missing before, contact any person the child o
youth-was found with or in the location the child eryeuth-was located previously.

e Determine whether any of the child’'s eryeuth’s-friends or significant others are
also missing; if so, whether their families or friends have additional information.

e Determine whether the child or yeuth-er-anyone taking the child eryeuth-left any
written information which may indicate where the child eryeouth-has gone or
been taken.
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Responsibilities When a Child is No Longer Missing

Once the agency has determined the child has been found and is again under the care and
supervision of the agency, the agency must:

o Make efforts to immediately inform the following:
o __the parent/guardian
o the out-of-home care provider
o _the Indian child’s tribe, if applicable, and
o __the appropriate Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children (ICPC) or
Interstate Compact for Juveniles (ICJ) contact if a child is placed in Wisconsin
through the ICPC or ICJ.
e Verify that law enforcement has been notified of the child’s return if the child was
listed as a missing person.
e Within 24 hours, the agency must document that the child is no longer missing in
eWIiSACWIS, which will notify NCEMC of the child’s return to out-of-home care.
e Notify the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children of the child’s return.
e Manage bed holds and provider payments.
e Inform the court and court officials as specified in inter-agency policies or
agreements. Revise the Family Interaction Plan to consider any new safety concerns.

e Obtain any appropriate court restrictions to maintain the child safely in out-of-home
care.

e Seek any necessary follow-up medical care or counseling for the child.

e Assist the child in obtaining any educational materials necessary to catch the child
up from the time they were considered missing, if school was missed.

Agencies must evaluate the child’s need for treatment and services within one working day
following an episode of missing from care, by:

e Interviewing the child about the missing episode to determine the primary factors that
contributed to the child’s missing episode and follow-up on any safety or well-being
concerns raised by the child, their parent/guardian or their out-of-home care provider.

o Assess the child to determine if the child experienced trafficking during the
missing episode. According to federal law, any minor under the age of 18
engaging in commercial sex is a victim of sex trafficking, regardless of the
presence of force, fraud, or coercion. “Commercial sex” is defined as any sex act
on account of which anything of value is given to or received by any person. The
sex act can be for money, food, shelter, drugs or alcohol, or safety.”

o Seek any necessary medical attention for the child.

o Discuss planning for the prevention of future missing from care episodes with
the child and family team to ensure child safety, community safety, permanency,
and well-being.

o Note: Child welfare professionals should be aware of mandatory reporting
requirements if a child discloses any abuse or victimization that may have
occurred while they were missing from out-of-home care during the assessment.

Within 5 working days, the agency must document the primary factors that contributed to the
child’s missing episode in eWiSACWIS. Documentation of this information will be prompted in
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eWIiSACWIS in the “Assessment when a Child is No Longer Missing” group box once the child’s
placement status is updated to reflect the child is no longer missing.
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Documentation

The following must be documented in the child’s record:

e The efforts to locate the child, based upon information gathered.

e Notifications and efforts to notify the required individuals and entities that a child is
missing from out-of-home care.

e Continued efforts to search for a child who is considered missing from out-of-home
care.

e Notifications and efforts to notify the required individuals and entities that a child is no
longer considered missing from out-of-home care.

e Document the primary factors that contributed to the child’s missing episode and the
child’s experience(s) while missing. See Appendix 7: Assessment when a Child is No
Longer Missing for a detailed description of this assessment on page 283.

When a child is considered missing from out-of-home care, the case shall not be closed. Any
decision to close a case with an open court order for a child who has not yet attained 18 years
of age, or who has attained 18 years of age with an open court order, should be done in
consultation with the agency’s legal counsel.

The child’s missing status must be updated within 24 hours, excluding holidays and weekends,

when:

e The child has been missing for 24 hours.
e The child returns to out-of-home care.

Note: Open cases with dispositions of Missing from Care at age 18 or older still qualify for
independent living services.
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Independent Living Transition to Discharge Plan

This pelicystandard establishes the requirements for child welfare professionals to create an
Independent Living Transition to Discharge (ILTD) plansPlan for all youth who are in an out-of-
home care placement-and-whe, have attained the age of 17 %, thusand who are expected to exit
OHCGCout-of-home on their 18™ birthday or after.

Applicability

The requirement for an ILTD Plan is required for all youth who are in an out-of-home
placement, who have attained the age of 17 %, and who are expected to exit from out-of-
home care at age 18 or later. Planning for a youth’s transition to discharge and independent
living must begin no later than six months prior to a youth’s 18" birthday (at age 17 %).

Child welfare agencies must ensure all actions of either agency or contracted providers
comply with this standard.
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A ILTD training video.| able here:
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Independent Living Transition

If the child is 17.5 or older while in out-of-home care, the focus of a youth'’s independent living
plan changes from one of life-skills development while in out-of-home care to transitioning
from care as a self-sufficient young adult. The child welfare professional must create an
Independent Living Transition to Discharge (ILTD) Plan for each youth who will discharge
from care on or after turning 18. The ILTD must be started no later than when the youth turns
17.5 and be finalized no later than 90 days prior to the youth’s 18™ birthday.

For more guidance, consult the ILTD Writing Guide and ILTD Desk Guide.

The ILTD Plan is required even if a youth is missing from care at 17.5 or later; the child
welfare professional and other supportive adults should do their best to complete the plan
on the youth's behalf and engage the young person in discussion and plan development
when they are no longer missing from care.

The ILTD Plan is also required even if the youth remains in care after age 18. It should be
started no later than 17.5 and updated on a reqular basis to reflect the evolution of the
youth's independent living needs and goals and transition planning, leading up the termination
of their court order or Voluntary Transition to Independent Living Agreement. This applies to
youth in extended care.

The child welfare professional shall work with the young person to define the youth’'s wants,
needs, and goals following discharge and identify any services, resources, programs, and/or
persons that will support the youth during discharge and beyond. The child welfare
professional, in partnership with others on the youth’s discharge planning team, must help the
youth be familiar with and, as appropriate, connect with the individuals, agencies, and service
providers who will help them leading up to and following discharge prior to the youth’s
discharge from out-of-home care.

Appropriate supports and services should complement the youth’s efforts to achieve self-
sufficiency both prior to and upon discharge. The ILTD Plan, completed via the ILTD tab on
the youth’s IL page in eWiSACWIS, must be detailed and kept current to ensure that goals and
tasks reflect the youth’s wants, needs, and goals, and identified resources, helpers, and
timeframes are specific, realistic, and relevant to the need. It includes numerous
opportunities for the youth to provide direct input for their plan.

ILTD Plan areas of focus are many of the ones relevant throughout a youth'’s IL eligibility while
in care, revisited in the context of the youth approaching discharge. These areas of focus
include, but are not limited to:

e Youth concurrent planning, such as when a youth will discharge to adult services
e Youth eligibility for extended out-of-home care
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e Youth knowledge of community resources, supports, and benefits, including
eligibility and how to access them

e Housing, with emphasis on securing safe, stable, and sustainable housing, in
addition to learning about home maintenance and healthy living situations with
others

e Employment, including learning about job and career options, soft and hard skill
development, and opportunities for increased earnings

e Income and finances, including how to budget and make bill payments, financial
literacy, savings and aid, and the importance of credit

e FEducation, including access to academic supports like tutoring, high school
completion, and learning about or enrolling in postsecondary education,
certification program, or vocational training

e Health and well-being, including physical and mental wellness, sexual education,
family planning, and healthy friendships/relationships

e Transportation, with emphasis on safe and reliable transportation options

e Community and support network, including fostering prosocial activities and
relationships, fostering cultural connections, and affirming a youth’s gender
identity, gender expression, and/or sexual orientation

In addition to completing the ILTD Plan with the youth and others in their support network, the
child welfare professional must also provide required documents to the young person prior to
discharge. Once provided, they should check these off on the IL page>Referral tab; that list
then pre-fills to the ILTD Plan print out. The required documents are:

e Original certified birth certificate (federally required).

o State identification card or driver’s license (federally required).

e Social Security card (federally required).

e Health insurance information, including any cards needed to access medical care
(federally required).

e Education records

e Documentation of immigration, citizenship, or naturalization, if appropriate

e Death certificate if parent is deceased

e Proof of tribal registration and membership, if appropriate

e Copyof ILTD plan

e Selective Service card, if appropriate

e Annual credit report and efforts made by the agency to amend any inaccuracies

Other important documents include:
e Placement history, if appropriate
e Copy of permanency plan, if appropriate
e Change of address card
e Employment information

While the child welfare professional is responsible for coordinating and facilitating ILTD
meetings and conversations, and documenting and completing the ILTD tab in eWiSACWIS,
they shall collaborate with the youth and other participants in the youth'’s discharge planning.
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The child welfare professional should encourage the youth to lead their ILTD planning.

Supportive adults, as identified by the youth, should be part of the planning process.

Evenif an ILTD is not completed for youth adopted or in Wis. Stat. s. 48.977 guardianship,
Wis. Stat. s. 48.9597 guardianship, or guardianship under substantially similar tribal law on or
after their 16™ birthday following time in court-ordered out-of-home care, the child welfare
professional and/or IL Coordinator shall make the youth aware of their eligibility for
independent living services and supports prior to case closure.

See page 194, “Independent Living Transition to Discharge Plan”; page 271, “Appendix 4:
Independent Living Transition to Discharge Plan (Additional Information)”; and the ILTD
Writing Guide and ILTD Desk Guide for more guidance.

:A\Iso note that a previous ILTD training video is available at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a0DNPd6lojA&feature=youtu.be. Though referencing an
older version of the ILTD, the video still includes good practice considerations.

ILTD Planning Meetings

ILTD planning meetings must begin at age 17 % and be directed by the youth as much as
possible (unless developmentally unable to participate). Prior to the meeting the youth must
be encouraged to identify individuals who could play a central role in the meeting. The focus
of meeting is to identify and implement specific action steps to achieve the requirements of
the ILTD Plan.

The child welfare professional should consider including individuals such as the child’syouth'’s
parent or legal guardian, substitute caregiver, Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA),

303
303



attorney, service providers, and others the childyouth determines are important individuals who
can assist in the transition to independence.
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Transition Requirements for Foster Care Independence Program for Youth Who Age
Out of Care: Collaboration with Regional IL Partners

It is imperative that youth w i ip-wi i en
Living-Coordinator-be transmoned to the reglonal Transmon Resource Agency (TRA) ervmg
their area, in a way that is meaningful to them and supports/encourages future engagement
with the TRA moving forward.

The list of contracted TRAs, their service areas, and contact information is available via
https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/map/il-r.

The case transition requirements apply to youth aging out of care as well as those eligible youth
who are no longer in out-of-home care and are under the age of 23 as follows:

The-case transition process for youth aging out of care takes place at age 17 2 with
development of the ILTD and includes:

e Preparing the TRA werkerprofessional for the initial meeting with the youth by providing:

o Name, date of birth, address and anticipated date of discharge.

e Sharing and understanding information and decisions related to ongoing case
management services, particularly related to life skills development, independent living
assessment and planning.

e Ensuring a clear understanding of formal and informal family supports.

¢ Identifying additional agency and community resources, services, and supports the
youth has been involved in or would like to be involved in.

e Collaboration on the Independent Living to Transition to Discharge (ILTD) plan with TRA
beginning at age 17 %.

e TRA must become familiar with the youth, youth goals and accomplishments through
discussions with the youth before the case can be fully transitioned.

e Once the case has been transitioned, and the youth ages out of care, the TRA will
document (check box) on the youth’s IL page in eWiSACWIS confirming transition of the
case and full responsibility for providing services.

The-case transition process for eligible youth not in care and under the age of 23 includes:
e Preparing the TRA werkerprofessional for the initial meeting with the youth by providing:
o Name, date of birth, address

e Sharing and understanding information and decisions related to ongoing case
management services, particularly related to life skills development, independent living
assessment and planning.

e Ensuring a clear understanding of formal and informal family supports.

¢ |dentifying additional agency and community resources, services, and supports the
youth has been involved in or would like to be involved in.

e TRA must become familiar with the youth, youth goals and accomplishments through
discussions before the case can be fully transitioned.
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e Conduct at least one in-person case transition staffing for each youth as outlined above
(or more as needed).

e Once the case has been transitioned, the TRA will document (via check box) on the
youth's IL page in eWiSACWIS confirming transition of the case and full responsibility for
providing services.

Preparing for Case Transition

The agency child welfare professional maintains responsibility for managing the case until the
conclusion of the case transition staffing. This includes:

e Managing and overseeing creation and completion of the Independent Living Plan
and ILTD plan.

e Ensuring all documentation of services and documents provided are completed and
up- to- date on the youth’s Independent Living page in eWiSACWIS.

e Facilitation of multiple opportunities for face-to-face staffing in order for youth to
meet with the TRA during the months of December and January for the purpose of
exchanging information, understanding of services available, and how to access
them through the TRA.

The TRA werkerprofessional should review the following prior to the case transition staffing:
¢ Most recent Independent Living Assessment
e Most recent Independent Living Transition plan and ILTD

Case Transition Staffing

For youth in out-of-home care, the case transition staffing should occur during the time of the
development of the ILTD Plan and no less than 90 days prior to a youth’s aging out of care. -At
minimum, the case transition staffing must include both the agency-werkerchild welfare
professional (or Independent Living Coordinator), the TRA werkerprofessional and the youth.
For all youth (those in out-of-home care as well as eligible youth no longer in out-of-home care)
the following must occur:

e The two agency-workerschild welfare professionals must schedule a case transition
staffing with the youth in a location comfortable and convenient for the youth.

e The following must be discussed at the case transition staffing:

* Independent Living Transition plan and gaps in information, and decisions made.

* Youth’s needs, including a summary of medical, mental health, and school
information, as available.

*  Whether a youth has-beenfound-te-beis an Indian child in accordance with the
Indian Child Welfare Act/Wisconsin Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA/WICWA).

« Review of Independent Living Assessment and Independent Living Plan (form
DCF-F-CFS2256) and Independent Living Transition to Discharge Plan, if
applicable, including discussion of the youth's future goals and services as well
as how to access them provided by the TRA.
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Aoplicabilitv.§ hin Extended Out-of-Home.C

For youth in extended out-of-home care Rlacementplacement, the child welfare agency has the
primary responsibility for ensuring permanency planning and life skills development
opportunities continue as long as the youth remains in care.— Agencies shall involve the TRA in
development of Independent Living Transition to Discharge (ILTD) plans and activities along
with the youth so that a relationship with the TRA is developed in the event that the youth
decides to leave care earlier than anticipated and to increase the likelihood the youth will
participate in TRA services following discharge from care.-.

Documentation
ILTD Plan

At age 17 %%, the primary child welfare professional will receive an eWiSACWIS tickler
indicating that an Independent Living Transition to Discharge (ILTD) plan must be completed
at the direction of the youth. The child welfare professional then coordinates ILTD planning
meetings will-then-be-arrangedto work with the youth and other supportive adults to develop a
comprehensive ILTD plan that focuses on goals and activities ferto support the youth's
successful transition efthe youth-from out-of-home care to-independence—The-agency-will
have-OHC to living on their own as a young adult. The child welfare professional has 90 days
to completedevelop the plan and-enterwith the young person, defining goals and activities
thatwill be-accomplished-withinto support the 90-days-priorto-the-youth's transition and
discharge-date. The child welfare professional must decumentcomplete the ILTD tab, should
provide copies to the determinations-made-during-young person throughout its development
and once complete, and have the HéFD—meetmgs-Mme#mustbe&@qed-theemldréwhenJehe

mdmdeals-vouth and members of the|r transmon team sign it.

eWiSACWIS

The child welfare professional’s supervisor should reV|ew the ILTD plan prior to

the4ndepet4detqt—l:|¥|nguplar++neW|SAGMS—'Fhechlld welfare professmnal enterlnq an ILTD

plan completion date. Once the supervisor approves the plan (at least 90 days prior to when
the child turns 18) the child welfare professional shall record the completion date on the ILTD
tab of the youth's IL page. ILTD goals and activities mestebeattaehedpopulat eto the youth
Permanency Plan ,

In addltlon to developlnq the ILTD plan W|th the youth and thelr supportlve adults the Chl|d

welfare professional shall also ensure that all IL services are recorded on the Services tab of
the youth’s IL page prior to discharge. Services should be timely, accurate, and thorough, and
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include an end date prior to the youth'’s transition from care. IL services also populate to the
youth’s Permanency Plan.
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Introduction

Many youth who age out of the child welfare system are ill--prepared to meet the demands of
adulthood successfully. -One factor that increases the probability of success is the attainment
of a high school diploma.- Due to these factors, extension of out-of-home care to assist youth in
completion of their high school or equivalent is seen as an avenue in which child welfare can
improve the current outcomes for youth in care.

It is important to recognize that if extension of out-of-home care is merely a continuation of
existing practices, these youth are likely to reach the end of their time in care still ill-prepared for
life on their own. -Therefore, consideration must be given to how placement and services will
serve the youth in a different and effective way after age 18.- Supports and services should be
structured in a way that is appealing and appropriate for a youth; providing the greatest amount
of developmentally appropriate freedom that makes it possible to prepare them for adult
decision making and responsibilities. -Allowing them to learn from experiences and mistakes
while providing a home that lends support, and encouragement is a key principle during this
period.

Extension of Out-of-Homehome Care
Applicability

This standard applies to all cases in which a child eryeuth-(youth from here forward) is under
the placement and care responsibility of a county agency or the Departmentdepartment and
placed in a foster home, group home, or residential care center for children and youth, in the
home of a relative other than a parent/guardian, or in a supervised independent living
arrangement and for whom an Independent Living Transition to Discharge Plan is
required.— The agency or the Departmentdepartment must review the eligibility for the
extension of out-of-home care for the youth._

The requirements under this pelicystandard are contained in the boxes._

Agencies must assure that all actions of either the agency or contracted provider staff
comply with this peliey-standard.
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An agency is considered to have the placement and care responsibility of a youth when the
youth is removed from his-er-hertheir home by the Departmentdepartment or an agency or when
a court enters an order placing a youth in out-of-home care, whichever occurs first.
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Eligibility for Extension of Out-of-Homehome Care Determination

Not less than 120 days before an out-of-home care order terminates, during the
development of the Independent Living Transition to Discharge (ILTD) planPlan, the agency
must determine and document ifwhether a youth meets the extension of out-of-home care
eligibility requirements under s-Wis. Stats. ss. 48.366 or 938.366-Wis-Stats-—. To meet the
initial eligibility the youth must be:

e Expected to be in out-of-home care on their 18™ birthday:

e A full-time student at a secondary school or its technical or vocational equivalent;-and

e AnHave an individualized education program under WAWis. Stat. s. 115.787 that is in
effect for the youth.

When a Youth is Determined to be Eligible
When it has been determined that the youth is eligible the agency must:

Conduct a face-to-face meeting with the youth to discuss:

e theThe options to remain in care along with the implications of each option,

e howHow to opt in and out,

e explainExplain an extended order verses the voluntary- transition- to- independent- living
agreement, and

e theThe requirements and expectations of remaining in care, the court process and the
process to return should they choose to leave.

The youth may decide to:

e Continue under the out-of-home care order,

e Continue in out-of-home care under a voluntary- transition- to- independent- living
agreement, or

e Request to be discharged from out-of-home care on termination of the order.
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Youth Would Like to Extend on a Court Order

If a youth wishes to continue in out-of-home care, the child welfare professional must request
an extension of the court order under sWis. Stats. ss. 48.365 or 938.365-Wis-Stats.-.

Youth Would Like to Extend on a Voluntary Transition to Independent Living
Agreement

If a youth wishes to continue under a voluntary transition to independent living agreement the
agency and the youth shall enter into such an agreement on the form created by the
department (DCF-F-5030-E).

Voluntary Transition to Independent Living Agreement

Once it has been determined that a youth qualifies for and wants to enter into an extension of
out-of-home care through a voluntary transition to independent living the agency must enter
into a written agreement with the youth or guardian if applicable.

The agency must provide a copy of the agreement to the youth and guardian if appropriate.

The voluntary transition to independent living gives the agency placement and care
responsibility for the youth and shall be documented on the form (DCF-F-5030-E) created by
the department and shall include all of the following conditions:

e Theyouth is 18 years of age or over but under 21 years of age.
e Theyouth is a full-time student at a secondary school or its technical or vocational

equivalent.
e There s an individualized education program under Wis. Stat. s. 115.787, in effect for the

youth.

e The youth will participate in activities assigned by the agency to prepare the youth for
independent living.

e The youth will comply with school attendance requirements in the youth'’s individualized
education program under Wis. Stat. s. 115.787, school district policies, and truancy laws
and ordinances.

e The youth will not be missing from their out-of-home care placement for more than 2
weeks without contact with the agency.

¢ When there is any change in the youth’s circumstances that affects a provision of the
voluntary transition to independent living the youth must notify the agency within 10

calendar days.
e A description of the terms upon which the agreement may terminate.

The agency may not add additional parameters to the agreement.

Documentation

The signed voluntary transition to independent living shall be scanned into eWiSACWIS under
the legal documents.
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The voluntary transition to independent living remains effective as long as the youth remains
eligible for extension of out-of-home care.- If the youth or the youth's guardian on behalf of the
youth wishes to terminate the agreement at any time during the term of the agreement, they
may do so by notifying the agency in writing that he-ershe-wishesthey wish to terminate the
agreement.

Youth Would Like to Discharge from Out-of-Homehome Care Atat the Time of Initial
Determination

If the youth indicates that he or she wishes to be discharged from out-of-home care on
termination of the order, the agency shall request a Transition- to- Discharge hearing as soon
as possible but no later than 30 days before the youth is expected to exit care.

Transition to Discharge Hearing

Within 30 days after receipt of the request, the court will hold the Transition- to- Discharge
hearing. Not less than 3 days before the hearing, the agency requesting the hearing shall
provide notice of the hearing to the youth, the parent;-/guardian, and legal custodian of that
person, any foster parent or other physical custodian described in Wis. Stat. s. 48.62(2)-er
938.62(2) of that person, that person's court-appointed special advocate, all parties who are
bound by the dispositional order, and, if that person is an Indian child who has been removed
from the home of his-erhertheir parent-erlndiancustedian/guardian, that person's Indian
custodian and Indian child’s tribe.

At the hearing the court will review with the youth the options available through extending
care.

e If the court determines that the person wishes to continue in out-of-home care under an
extension of the order under Wis. Stats. s-ss. 48.365 or 938.365-Wis-Stats, the court
should order the extension in the hearing.

e If the court determines that the person wishes to continue in out-of-home care under a
voluntary agreement under sub. (3), the court shall order the agency primarily responsible
for providing placement and services to the youth under the order to enter into a voluntary
independent living transition agreement.

e If the court determines that the youth understands that he-ershethey may continue in out-
of-home care, but wishes to be discharged from that care on termination of the order, the
court shall advise the youth that he-orshethey may enter into a voluntary agreement at
any time before he-ershe-isthey are granted a high school or high school equivalency
diploma or reaches 21 years of age, whichever occurs first, so long as he-ershe-isthey are
a full-time student at a secondary school or its vocational or technical equivalent and an
individualized education program is in effect for him-or-herthem.

The child welfare professional shall continue with Independent Living Transitionindependent
living transition to Bischargedischarge planning and must provide the youth contact

information and a written process for returning to care under a voluntary transition to
independent living agreement under DCF Ch. 21 Re-Entry into Out-of-Home Care for Youth 18
to 21 Admin. Code.
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Documentation

The agency shall document the eligibility determination and the youth’s decision in
eWiSACWIS in the Independent Living Transition to Discharge Plan (BCE-F-2549-E). DCF-F-

2549-E).

Any youth who exited care at age 18-ereveron-orafter8/1/1994, who has not yet graduated
high school, is in school full-time, has an active IEP and is under the age of 21 may be eligible to
re-enter care under a voluntary-independent-living agreement under Ch. DCF 21 Re-Entry into
Out-of-Hemehome Care for Youth 18 to 21 Admin. Code.

Sometimes youth change their minds or plans do not work out and a youth may need to re-enter
out-of-home care after aging out.

Re-entry Process

Any youth who exited out-of-home care at age 18-eroveron-orafter8/1/1994, who has not
yet graduated from high school, is in a secondary school or its vocational or technical
equivalent program full-time, has an active IEP and is under the age of 21 may be eligible to
re-enter care under a voluntary-independent-living agreement under Ch. DCF 21 Re-Entry into
Out-of-Hemehome Care for Youth 18 to 21 Admin. Code.

The process by which eligibility for re-entry is determined and agency responsibilities are set
forth in Ch. DCF 21 Re-Entry into Out- of- Care for Youth 18 to 21 Admin. Code.

Documentation

All decisions related to a determination of eligibility for re-entry shall be documented in
eWIiSACWIS in the youth's Independent Living Transition to Discharge Plan form
(DCE-F-2549-E}(DCF-F-2549-E)

Extending care and court jurisdiction beyond age 18 is a continuation of all components of
placement and care responsibilities including maintaining safe and appropriate placements,
permanency planning, permanency-planPermanency Plan reviews and hearings, and life skills
development and activities that will lead to a successful transition to adulthood.

Youth placed under a court order or voluntary- transition- to- independent living-agreements will
have the opportunity to remain in their current placement setting when feasible and appropriate
as they plan for a gradual transition to a more independent living setting while completing their
secondary education. -Agencies should consider providing a graduated progression of structure
and supervision to greater levels of freedom and independence and making placement
decisions in partnership with the youth and based on their interests and desires. This allows the
youth to move from a higher level of supervision to expanded independence while supporting
placement stability.
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Placement Options for Youth in Extended Out-of-Homehome Care

Youth placed under a court order or voluntary- transition- to- independent living agreement
shall be placed in the following settings: -the home of a relative or like-kin, a Kinship
Carekinship care provider, a foster home, a group home, a residential care center, a trial
reunification, or in a supervised independent living placement.

Documentation

As required in the Ongoing Standards, all out-of-home care placements must be documented
in eWiSACWIS within 5 days.

Permanency Planning

All Permanency-Planningpermanency planning requirements in BSP-Memo-Series 2013-02:
Ongoing-Standardsfora Child- Welfare Qutthe child welfare out-of-Home Gare Gasehome

cases section apply to these cases, except, the parent/guardlan assessment and service
planning requirements of the perm -ple :

planning-Permanency Plan.

For permanency, the focus intensifies on helping the youth find or re-establish family
connections and supporting the youth in identifying other life-long connections to caring
adults-thatthey willneed-as-adults—. Intensive services designed to prepare youth for
transitioning from out-of-home care to successful adulthood are continued through the
Permanency Plan, Independent Living Plan, and the Independent Living Transition to
Discharge Plan 90 days prior to leaving care.

Services

Extended care allows youth to continue in placement-in-erder to facilitate a meaningful
transition to independence while under supervision. Assessment and planning should be guided
by the principle that youth in extension of out-of-home care are adults in many respects under
the law with different needs and legal rights than younger children.

Services must have a positive youth development approach; allowing youth to make their own
decisions and learn from their mistakes. -Similar to foster care for youth under the age of 18, for
youth over 18, placement should not be contingent on good behavior; but should help guide the
youth to make appropriate decisions.

GasemaﬂegementaetmtlesActlvmes must ensure life sk|II development seIf-advocacy

., fostering
supportlve reIatlonshlps and connectlng youth to multlple communlty supports.- Child welfare
professionals and agencies must consider that the youth are now legal adults and their own
guardian. -The independent living services plan remains a significant aspect of the youth's
permanency-plan;Permanency Plan as it is imperative that a continuum of services leads to
preparing youth for a healthy and productive adulthood upon discharge from care.
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Components of Independent Living Programming

Extended care placements must include specific components to mindfully plan for the youth’s
transition to independence. -The Cempenentscomponents of lndependentLivingindependent
living programming (Appendix X%14) that must be included are:

e Development of basic self-sufficiency skills;.

e housingHousing stability;.

e suppertsSupports and resources to promote financial stability; and

e aA cultivation of a sense of self-worth and understanding of healthy relationships.

For youth in extended out-of-home care-placement, the child welfare agency has the primary
responsibility for ensuring permanency planning and life skills development opportunities.
Agencies are encouraged to involve the TRA in development of Independent Living
plansPlans and activities along with the youth so that a relationship with the TRA is
developed in the event that the youth decides to leave care earlier than anticipated.

Documentation

All independent living activities and accomplishments shall be documented on the services
tab on the youth’s Independent Living page in e WiSACWIS.

Note: Independent living assessment and plan development requirements remain in place
even for youth in extended care.

Independent Living Transition to Discharge Plan

e If the youth does not extend care the ILTD planPlan commences-as-outlined-in DSP-Memo

e If the youth remains in OHCout-of-home through a court order or voluntary agreement, the
ILTD Plan must be completed indicating general goals, activities and timelines in the
event that the youth decides to leave care prior to graduating or turning 21 years of age.
Certain aspects do not apply such as signing up for Badger Care plus, while others, such
as designating a health care power of attorney may.

Documentation

The child welfare professional must complete the activities of the ILTD as outlined in BSP
Memo-Series2010-14the Independent Living Transition to Discharge Plan Requirements
section on page 194, and document in eWiSACWIS within 90 days of graduation or the
youth'’s 21% birthday, whichever occurs first.
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Termination
Court Orders

Youth who are placed under a court order under the extension of out-of-home care exit out-of-
home care under the following circumstances:
e The conclusion of the terms of the court order.

e The youth attains the age of 21.

e Theyouth is no longer a full-time student at a secondary school or its technical or
vocational equivalent.

e Theyouth is no longer the subject of an individualized education plan under Wis. Stat.
s. 115.787-Wis-Stats.

e The youth may-alserequestrequests the order be terminated sooner if they no longer
wish to remain in out-of-home care.

In the last instance, the agency will need to make a request to the court to vacate the court
order. -The agency shallis required to provide the youth with the process to re-enter care if
they have not yet graduated or attained the age of 21 should they decide they want to re-enter
care at a later date under a Voluntary Transition to Independent Living Agreement.

Voluntary Transition to Independent Living Agreements (VTILA)

A VTILA may-terminateterminates under the following circumstances-as-described-inCh-DCE

e The conclusion of the terms of the agreement.

e The youth attains the age of 21.

e Theyouth is no longer a full-time student at a secondary school or its technical or
vocational equivalent.

e Theyouth is no longer the subject of an individualized education plan under s.
115.787 Wis. Stats.

e The youth is missing from out-of-home care for more than two weeks.

e The youth may-alserequestrequests the agreement be terminated sooner if they no
longer wish to remain in out-of-home care.

e Upon the death, marriage, or entry into military service if any of these occur before the
other terms of the agreement are reached.

See Ch. DCF 21.07 Admin. Code.

If the termination is based on the issue of noncompliance by the youth, the youth shall be
provided an opportunity to actively participate in the development of a plan to address the
concerns and if they demonstrate a willingness to comply with the plan that is developed the
agreement shall not be terminated.

The agency shall provide the youth with the process to re-enter care if they have not yet
graduated or attained the age of 21 should they decide they want to re-enter care at a later
date under a new Voluntary Transition to Independent Living Agreement.

Appeals
320

The youth or their guardian may appeal the agency or department’s decision to terminate thd20
agreement as stated in Ch. DCF 21.08 Admin. Code. -The request shall be sent to the director
of the agency or his-er-hertheir designee within 10 days after the date of the agency’s notice

of termination under s. DCF 21.07(3) Admin. Code.




Documentation

The decision to terminate the VTILA shall be documented in eWiSACWIS on a form created by

the Department(DCE-F-5033)-department (DCF-F- 5033). As required in the Ongoing

Standards, all out-of-home care placements or discharges from out-of-home care must be
documented in eWiSACWIS within 5 days.
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Supervised Independent Living (SIL) is a highly integrated system of living arrangements and
professional services that provides youth ages 17-21 a safe place to live, 24-hour access to
supportive adults, and connections to community resources. SIL helps youth develop necessary
skills and secure resources needed to maintain housing throughout adulthood. SIL is a
combination of independent placements and programming.

Child welfare professionals play a critical role in SIL programs, assessing youth as individuals
so that their unique needs may be met most effectively. Flexibility, individualization, nurturing,
guidance through positive role modeling, and consistent coordination by a professional are key
elements.

SIL programming should facilitate collaborative partnerships in the community in order to
support youth’s access to needed services and resources as they learn to live on their own.
Listed below are critical components that provide a skill-building foundation to help youth
develop self-sufficiency, so they become successful and productive adults. The
Cempenentscomponents include: -self-sufficiency, housing stability, financial stability, self-
worth, and healthy relationships.- Programs that incorporate these components are more likely
to achieve desired outcomes. Components are complementary and together make up the
foundation of an SIL program that promotes successful transitions.

Applicability
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This Standardstandard applies te-when a county or the Departmentdepartment places a youth
into a Supervised-lndependent-Livingsupervised independent living placement and the

programmatic requirements of this placement setting.

Agencies must assureensure all actions of either agency or contracted provider staff
compliescomply with this pelieystandard.

s isedInd ont Livina.Pl
Definition of a Supervised Independent Living Placement

A-Supervisedndependent-LivingA supervised independent living placement offers 17-to 21-

year-olds, who are placed through a court ordered or Voluntary Transition to Independent
Living Agreement into out-of-home care with “RPlacementplacement and Care

i “care responsibility through a county or the Departmentdepartment which
provides the youth the ability to live in their own (or shared) apartment, flat or room with
supervision, support and monitoring from a child welfare professional and/or provider from a
contracted agency.

A judge may order independent living as a dispositional alternative only upon a showing that
the youth is of sufficient maturity and judgment to live independently and only upon proof of a
reasonable plan for supervision by an appropriate person or agency (Wis. Stat. s.
48.345(10)(c)).

The agency with placement and care responsibility is responsible for supervision of the youth,
maintains case management, and any associated ongoing services for the duration of the
court order or Voluntary Transition to Independent Living Agreement. In addition, the agency
provides financial assistance when needed.

Supervisory contact with the youth can range from moderate (2-3 times a week based on
stability of the youth and the length of time the youth has been involved in Supervised
Independent Living) to intense (where daily contact with the youth is necessary for a
successful placement).

Acceptable Arrangements for Supervised Independent Living Placements

Apartment, Shared
Housing

Apartment, Scattered
Site Housing

Tenant, Room in a
houseHouse

Service
Description

A supervised apartment
program in which the
contractor
owns/operates the
apartment complex and
provides supervision

An independent
apartment program in
which the youth or the
provider leases the
apartment, the youth
lives independently with

An independent
apartment program
in which the youth
leases aroomina
house from a
landlord/homeowner.
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and support to youth
living semi-
independently. -Youth
may live with a
roommate approved by
the agency (another
youth in the program, a
sibling, their minor child
or an approved adult by
the agency).

decreasing levels of
supervision and support
from the provider. -Youth
may live with a
roommate approved by
the agency (another
youth in the program, a
sibling, their minor child
or an approved adult by
the agency).

The youth lives
independently with
decreasing levels o
supervision and

f

support. -A tenant is
defined as a person

who rents or owns
their home and
leases to the youth

and-is-hota-parentor

arelative.

Apartment
building/block(s) of
apartments in single
building(s) or dorm-like

The youth must have

Scattered-site
apartments.

The youth must have
their own bedroom with a
lock, access to kitchen

Room in a house.

The youth must have

their own bedroom
with a lock, access
kitchen and

to

il e their own bedroom with | and bathroom facilities bathroom facilities
a lock, access to 24/7, and access to the 24/7, and access to
kitchen and bathroom home 24/7. the home 24/7.
facilities 24/7, and
access to the home
24/7.
Age Range 17 -21
Standard: 1 Standard: 1
Standard: 1
Optional: 2 or more, Optional: 2-3,
Number of Optional: 2 or more, depending on youth depending on youth
Beds in unit depending on youth circumstances; requires | circumstances;
circumstances; requires | provider, agency, and requires provider,
& provider, agency, and supervisor approval prior | agency, and

Requirements
for
Placement(s)

supervisor approval
prior to placement. -Age
differential not to
exceed 4 years without
written approval of the
placing agency.

to placement. -Age
differential not to exceed
4 years without written
approval of the placing
agency.

supervisor approva
prior to placement.
Age differential not
to exceed 4 years
without written
approval of the
placing agency.

Municipal
Permit
Requirements

Provider must obtain
and present all required
municipal permits and
licenses for each
facility; requirements
vary by location. -Home
and bedroom must
meet all building codes

Provider must obtain and
present all required
municipal permits and
licenses for each
apartment location;
requirements vary by
location. -Home and
bedroom must meet all

Home and bedroom

must meet all
building codes and
municipal
ordinances.
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and municipal
ordinances.

building codes and
municipal ordinances.

Supervision &
Staffing
Requirements

On-site staff available
24 hours per day in
person or by phone.

Off-site staff available 24
hours per day by phone.

Supervision and
service requirements
are the responsibility
of the placing
agency.

Contact
Requirements

The provider is required
to have a written
contact policy that
specifies the number,
type, frequency, and
content of regularly
scheduled and random
announced and
unannounced contacts
with the youth and visits
to the youth's
apartment.

The contact policy and
procedure must require
minimum contacts with
the youth in a number,
type, frequency, and
content sufficient to
support the core
components of
Supervised Independent
Living listed below.

The provider is required
to have a written contact
policy that specifies the
number, type, frequency,
and content of regularly
scheduled and random
announced and
unannounced contacts
with the youth and visits
to the youth's apartment.

The contact policy and
procedure must require
minimum contacts with
the youth in a number,
type, frequency, and
content sufficient to
support the core
components of
Supervised Independent
Living listed below.

The provider is
required to have a
written contact policy
that specifies the
number, type,
frequency, and
content of regularly
scheduled contacts
with the youth and
visits to the youth'’s
apartment.

The contact policy
and procedure must
require minimum
contacts with the
youth in a number,
type, frequency, and
content sufficient to
support the core
components of
Supervised
Independent Living
listed below.

When determining if a youth can share a room or apartment with another individual, the agency
should minimally-sheuld consider physically and sexually aggressive behaviors, the
backgrounds of the individuals and whether or not the youth wishes to have a roommate.

Agencies placing youth into Supervised Independent Living are encouraged to develop
agreements specific to this placement setting. -Sample agreements and guidelines are included
in the Appendix XH5, starting on page 315:273.
- . I lant Living Cli : '
]
Suideli ﬁ)gg | Living./ .

It is important for the youth, the agency, and any roommate to have a shared understanding of
the expectations to avert issues before they arise.

| Components of Independent Living Programming
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Extended care placements must include specific components to mindfully plan for the youth’s
transition to independence. -The components of Independent Livingindependent living
programming-{Appendix-D) that must be included are:

e developmentDevelopment of basic self-sufficiency skills;.

e housingHousing stability;.

e suppertsSupports and resources to promote financial stability;-and.

e 2A cultivation of a sense of self-worth and understanding of healthy relationships.

Documentation
All independent living activities and accomplishments shall be documented on the services
tab on the youth'’s Independent Living page in eWiSACWIS.

Note: Independent living assessment and plan development requirements remain in place
even for youth in extended care.

Supervised Independent Living Placement Payment Structure

Supervised lndependent Livingindependent living (SIL) rates must be separated into two
categories (maintenance and administrative);) and determined separately.

Maintenance Payments

Title IV-E (section 475(4) of the Social Security Act) allows maintenance payments to “...
cover the cost of (and the cost of providing) food, clothing, shelter, daily supervision, school
supplies, a child’s personal incidentals, liability insurance with respect to a child and
reasonable travel to the child's home for visitation and reasonable travel for the child to
remain in the school in which the child is enrolled at the time of placement."

When setting an appropriate monthly SIL maintenance rate for a child, the county or
Departmentdepartment shall complete the Supervised Independent Living Rate Setting form
(DCE-E-5031-E),(DCF-F-5031-E), and may include the following cost categories:

e Rent
e Renter's Insurance
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e Food Budget

e Furnishings

¢ Household Supplies

o Utilities (Electricity, Heat, Water and Sewer)
e Telephone

e Clothing

e School Supplies

e Travel to School

e Travel to Family Interaction
e Personal Incidentals

e Other

Daily Supervisionsupervision may be included if a private agency is providing supervision for
the placing county, DMCPS or the Department, thisisdepartment. This would be an
administrative cost and cannot be included if the placing county, DMCPS or the
Departmentdepartment is the one providing the supervision to the SIL placement.

The county or Departmentdepartment may enter costs into a category labeled “Other”, but
those costs will not be IV-E reimbursable.

The county or Department-aredepartment is not to exceed a monthly maintenance rate of
$3,000 and rates are to be based on actual costs.- If a youth shares an apartment with
another individual, the costs shall be distributed among the occupants commensurate with
their portion of the total amount and must be re-determined if an additional occupant moves
into a shared space if the costs are not already based on a proportion of the total amount.

e The manner in which the maintenance payment is distributed is at the discretion of
the agency-erDepartment, on a case-by--case basis. -If a-county-orDepartmentthe
agency determines that a contracted supervising agency should be paid the
maintenance rate, that contracted supervising agency must act as a pass through and
cannot keep any funding from a child’s maintenance rate. The maintenance payment
may be made as one payment to the child or as multiple payments to vendors and to
the child.

Children and-yeuth-in out-of-home care have the right to have a nermal-childhood and
adolescence-that is similar to children residing in their own home. It is the responsibility of
those involved in their lives to create as much normalcy as possible. -Normalcy is the ability to
easily engage in healthy and developmentally appropriate activities that promote well-being
such as social, scholastic, and enrichment activities. -Laws,policies,guidelines,andrules
should-not
Reasonable and Prudent Parent Standard to Promote Normalcy actas
barriers-and
restrict-normal-and-appropriate-activities-of children-oryouthChildren in out-of-home care or
require-difficult andlengthy-approvalprocesses-—should be able to pursue their interests, do
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what their peers can do, build skills for their future, and maintain connections with their culture,

famllv and fr|ends Age and developmentally approprlate aetmhes,—sueh—as—b%hday—pa;ﬂe&

responsibilityis defined statutorily as “generally accepted as suitable for children of the same
chronological age or level of maturity or that are determined to be developmentally appropriate
for a child, based on the development of cognitive, emotional, physical, and behavioral
capacities that are typical for an age or age group, "or in the case of a specific child, activities or

items that are swtable for the ch|Id epyeuieh—wd%thepplaee%mdepa—velw%ﬁty—plaeemem

hwag—wi#@aﬁ%&ée#ea;egwe@ethepﬂqan—pa;mqis)-bukwh&m—newnde; espect to the
placement-and-care responsibilitycognitive, emotional, physical, and behavioral capacities of the
agency-—The placementtypes-wouldinclude:child.”
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Applicability

=0f=-Rome are-providge YVikdaWVViaValaa -’ NHG a aVaMTalhdala

For the purposes of the Reasonable-and Prudent Parent Standard;this standard, an
out-of-home care provider includes: the following
caregivers who have a child placed in their care:
e Unlicensed relatives and like-kin
e Unlicensed non-relatives
e Relatives/like-kin receiving court-ordered kinship care
o Foster parents,

o—Unlicensedrelatives;
Unli I _relatives,
° i Group homes, residential care center—for

children, and youth;-andor shelter care facility-facilities.

For group homes, residential care centers, and shelter care facilities, the licensee or
authorized representative, or a staff member of that home, center, or facility shall have
designated authority to make reasonable and prudent parenting decisions concerning a
child’'s participation in age or developmentally appropriate activities on site.

Fostercare licensingChild placing agencies, the agency with placement and care
responsibility, and group homes, residential care centers, and shelter care facilities must

ensure that all applicable out-of-home care providers comply with this standard.

An agency is considered to have the placement and care responsibility of a yeuthchild when
the youthchild is removed from his-er-hertheir home by the Departmentdepartment or an
agency or when a court enters an order placing a youthchild in out-of-home care, whichever
occurs first.

Purpose

The purpose of this pelieystandard is to:
e Define the Reasonable and Prudent Parent Standard.
e Establish requirements and parameters for out-of-home care providers to use the
Reasonable and Prudent Parent Standard.
e Establish requirements for child welfare professionals to ensure out-of-home care
providers use the Reasonable and Prudent Parent Standard for children under their
“Placementplacement and Gare-Responsibility”.care responsibility.

Y —

e Establish requirements for documenting the use of the Reasonable and Prudent
Parent Standard in eWiSACWIS.

The intent of the Reasonable and Prudent Parent Standard is to establish normalcy for children
in out-of-home care while stillkeeping the health, safety, and best interests of the child as the
priority.- This standard allows children to:

e Pursue their interests;.

¢ Participate in activities like their peers;.
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e Build skills for their future and transition to successful adulthood.

Allehildren-and-youth-test boundariesand-breakrules—Caregiver oversight and guidance while

allowing children and youth to participate in age and developmentally appropriate activities will
allow them to learn natural consequences and how to make positive choices. -Many children
and youth in out-of-home care have experienced some form of trauma, and need additional
support with emotional development, well-being, and understanding social cues. -Some children
and youth may need more support and guidance to engage in activities similartelike their peers.

Reasonable and Prudent Parent Standard Defined

The “Reasonable and Prudent Parent Standard-is” is defined under Wis. Stat. s. 48.02(14r) as
a standard for an out-of-home care provider to use in making decisions concerning a child’s
participation in age or developmentally appropriate extra-curricularextracurricular,
enrichment, cultural, and social activities that is characterized by careful and sensible
parental decisions that maintain the health, safety, best interests, and cultural, religious-or,
and tribal considerationsand-the bestinterestsvalues of the child while at the same time
encouraging the emotional and developmental growth of the child.

Age or developmentally appropriate activities;-means are activities that are generally
accepted as suitable for children of a-giventhe same chronological age or level of maturity or
that are determined to be developmentally appropriate for a child, based on the development
of cognitive, emotional, physical, and behavioral capacities that are typical for childrenofa
givenan age or age group, or in the case of a specific child, activities or items that are suitable
for the child based on the developmental stages attained by the child with respect to the
cognitive, emotional, physical, and behavioral capacities of thatthe child.

The application of the Reasonable and Prudent Parent Standard may include:
e Granting permission to participate in sports, field trips, overnight and other
recreational activities.
¢ Signing of permission slips and the arrangement of transportation to and from these
activities.
e Making decisions regarding a child’s choices with respect to transportation,
employment, peer relationships, and personal expression.

Reasonable and prudentparenting-decisions-may-notStudent Parent Standard prohibitions

include, but are not limited to:

e Permit the foster child to participate in an activity that would violate existinga court
ordersorder or rulings;any federal or otherservicesstate statute, rule, or regulation.

e Make decisions that are-apart-ofconflict with the child’s permanency-plan;
Permanency Plan or Family Interaction Plan.

e Consent to the child's marriage.

e Authorize the child’s enlistment in the U.S. armed forces.

e Authorize medical, psychiatric, or surgical treatment for the child beyond the terms of
the consent for medical services authorized by the child's parent/guardian.

e Represent the child in a legal action or make a decision of substantial legal

significance.
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e Determine which school the child attends or make a decision regarding the
educational rights of the child. (including, but not limited to: Individualized Education
Plans, Birth-to-Three decisions, school enrollment, etc.)

. ) )
. i L
~onfidentiality | P

e Educational-related-decisions-based-on-statute—Require or prohibit a child’s
participation in an activity solely for the foster parent’s own convenience or based
solely on the foster parent’s own values.

e Authorize any significant change to a child’s hair, such as haircuts or style or color
changes, without permission from the child’'s parent/guardian, unless the child is 12
years of age or older and has made their own hair care decision (DCF 56.09(3)(e)).

If an activity that promotes normalcy coincides with a scheduled family interaction, therapy,
or related schedule, the out-of-home care provider shall consult with the child’s child welfare
professional about the activity and whether the activity can be accommodated.

InorderteTo ensure the health, safety, and best interests of the child, out-of-home care
providers may only make reasonable and prudent parenting decisions and provide
permissions if they and the child have the necessary training and safety equipment to safely
engage in that activity.

Reasonable and Prudent Parent Standard Requirements and Parameters

All out-of-home care providers are required to encourage activities which promote normalcy
by using the Reasonable and Prudent Parent Standard. -Decisions to allow a child to
participate in an age and developmentally appropriate activity must be based on the
individual child and the specific situation, and/or activity,

When making a decision using the Reasonable and Prudent Parent Standard, out-of-home
care providers shall, at a minimum, consider the following:
~hild . id ons:
e The health, safety, and best interests of the child.
e The physical and emotional developmental growth of the child.
e—The child’s wishes
e When-, as gathered by engaging the foster child in age-appropriate,the-out-of-home

careprovidershall-discuss discussions about participation in age-and
developmentally-approprate-activities-with-the-childthe activity.




Nt i » one:

e Anypotentialrisk-factorsThe cultural, religious, and tribal values of a foster child and
the child’s family. If reasonably possible to do so, the out-of-home care provider shall
consult with the child’s parent/guardian about the child’s participation in
extracurricular, enrichment, cultural, and social activities and the child’s cultural,
religious, and tribal values, in making decisions concerning the child’s participation in
those activities, but is not required to consult with the parent/guardian about every
decision affecting the child.

o—Potential risks of the situation:

o Howtheactivity wilthelp-the-child-grow;under consideration.
e—Whether participating in the activity will enceurage-afamily-like-livingprovide
an experience;
o—0Otherinformation-obtainedfrom- that is similar to the parent/guardian;
= Qutexperiences of the out-of-home care providers-are-notrequired-to
hild_Inf . i z lian's wishes.
i -provider’s children and values-should-be-gathered-through-shared

number of staff at the | . e
o Additional-safety-concernsforthe-child-other residentschildren in the home-orfacility;

and-community-safety shall be taken-into-consideration-.

e Developmental activities of peers.
e Details included on the Information for Out-of-home Care Providers Part A (DCF-F-
CFS0872A-E) and B forms (DCF-F-CFS0872B-E)

Allowing the child to be involved in the decisions about their participation in normalcy activities
allows the child to develop life skills and empowers children to be involved in their own
planning. -Children may have a different opinion about whether an activity is appropriate or in
their best interest. -Out-of-home care providers maintain the ability to say “no” to an activity a
child would like to participate in, as long as it is a reasonable and prudent parenting decision.

Tribal considerations cannot be made if the out-of-home care provider does not have access to
information about the values and beliefs of the Indian child’s tribe.- This information and how it
impacts an out-of-home care provider's decision making is often best understood by consulting
directly with aan Indian child’s tribe.- Agencies with placement and care responsibility should
consider this when discussing tribal considerations with an out-of-home care provider; and
incorporate normalcy into discussions when collaborating with tribes.

Training Requirements
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; Out-of-home care providers
must be trained in the knowledge and skills related to the application of the Reasonable and
Prudent Parent Standard, which includes:
¢ Knowledge and skills relating to the stages in the development of cognitive,
emotional, physical, and behavioral capacities of children.
¢ Knowledge and skills relating to a child’s age and developmentally appropriate
participation in extracurricular, enrichment, cultural, or social activities such as:
o Sports, field trips, overnight and other recreational activities.
o Signing of permission slips and the arrangement of transportation to and
from these activities.
o Achild’s choices with respect to transportation, employment, peer
relationships, and personal expression.

Out-of-home care providers shall receive this training prior to using the Reasonable and
Prudent Parent Standard to make decisions to promote normalcy for the child. -Licensed out-
of-home care providers shall be trained in the Reasonable and Prudent Parent Standard prior
to taking placements. -Unlicensed providers shall be trained as soon as possible after taking
placement of a child.

Agency responsibility for training:

o Fostercarelicensinglicensing agencies are responsible for ensuring that licensed
foster homes are trained.

e Agencies with placement and care responsibility are responsible for ensuring that
unlicensed providers are trained.

e Shelter CareFacilities, Group-Homes,-and Residential-Care Centerscare facilities
group homes, and residential care centers are responsible for ensuring that the
licensees, authorized representatives, and/or designees are trained.

Confidentiality

Agencies and out-of-home care providers must continue to abide by existing confidentiality
standards when implementing this pelicystandard (Ref. §-Wis. Stats. ss. 48.78,938.78,
48.981(7)-Stats)-Agency-staff)).

Child welfare professionals shall ensure that an out-of-home care provider understands
confidentiality requirements as they pertain to applying the Reasonable and Prudent Parent
Standard.

Agencies may want to consult with their legal counsel when questions arise regarding
confidentiality.

Agency Responsibilities
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The agency with placement and care responsibility shall gather and prepare child specific
information to provide to the out-of-home care provider at the time of placement. -When
preparing child specific information to provide to the out-of-home care provider, the agency
with placement and care responsibility, if reasonable and appropriate, shall:

Consult with the child’s bielegical-parents/guardianguardians regarding
considerations related to the child’s participation in age and developmentally

appropriate activities. -This should include the child and family’s religious, cultural,
and tribal beliefs.

Explain to the parent-erguardian/guardians that their values will be considered in
making reasonable and prudent parenting decisions; but will not necessarily be the
deciding factor in making decisions on the child’s participation in age and
developmentally appropriate activities.

Consult with the child eryouth-at the time of placement to understand and take into

accountwhen-feasible-and-appropriate; their wishes when applying the Reasonable
and Prudent Parent Standard.

The agency with placement and care responsibility shall document the child specific
information that was gathered on form DCE-E-CES0872 InformationDCF-F-CFS0872,
Information for Qut-of-Home Care Providers, Part A.

At the time of placement with an out-of-home care provider; and the agency with placement
and care responsibility must discuss the Reasonable and Prudent Parent Standard and child
specific considerations, documented on form DCF-F-CFS0872, Information for Out-of-Home
Care Providers, Part A, with the out-of-home care provider. -The agency must discuss:

That the out-of-home care provider shall apply the Reasonable and Prudent Parent
Standard in making decisions concerning a child's participation in age or
developmentally appropriate extracurricular, enrichment, cultural, and social activities.
That the out-of-home care provider shall consider whether the child has the necessary
training and safety equipment to safely participate in the activity under consideration.
That the out-of-home care provider may not make any decision that is in violation of
any court order or any state or federal law, rule, or regulation.

That in the case of any disagreement over the application of the Reasonable and
Prudent Parent Standard, the agency is ultimately responsible for decisions
concerning the care of the child.

Documentation on child specific information about the child that shall be considered
when making reasonable and prudent parenting decisions to allow the child to engage
in age and developmentally appropriate activities.

When discussing the Reasonable and Prudent Parent Standard with the out-of-home care
provrder the agency wrth placement and care responsibility may use the Reasenablreuand

teeleReasonabIe and Prudent Parent Standard Promotlnq Normalcv for Chrldren in Out of-

home Care handout as a discussion tool.
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The agency with placement and care responsibility must continue to provide updated
information regarding considerations for reasonable and prudent parenting decisions for the
child throughout the child’'s placement through child and family team meetings.

In preparation or revision of the child’'s permanency-planPermanency Plan, the agency must:

e Consult with the child’s bielegical-parents/guardianguardians and the child, if
appropriate, regarding considerations related to the child's participation in age and
developmentally appropriate activities. -This should include the child and family’s
religious, cultural, and tribal beliefs.

e Consult with the child eryouth-about their opportunities to participate in age or
developmentally appropriate activities.

e Discuss the Reasonable and Prudent Parent Standard requirements with the out-of-
home care provider.

e Evaluate if the child has regular, ongoing opportunities to engage in age and
developmentally appropriate extracurricular, cultural, and social activities.

I thereis-a-In circumstances of disagreement everon the application of the-Reasonable and
Prudent Parent Standard, the agency with placement and care responsibility of the child is
ultimately responsible for the-decisions cencerningregarding the child’s care-ef-the-child--.
Disagreements regarding the application of the Reasonable and Prudent Parent Standard to
allow a child eryeouth-to participate in age or developmentally appropriate activities shall not
act as a barrier to normalcy. -The agency with placement and care responsibility shall work
with any other agencies involved, such as the licensing agency, to gather information about
the situation. -The agency shall take all relevant information about the situation, including the
out-of-home care provider’s decision-making process, the out-of-home care provider's wishes,
the birth-parent/legal-guardian’s wishes, the child’s wishes, cultural and tribal beliefs, and
case details, into consideration to make a decision that is in the best interest of the child.

As a child grows and develops, activities that are age and developmentally appropriate for the
child change. -Thus;-as-a-caseprogresses, reasonable and prudent parenting decisions for an
individual child will need to be adjusted.- Agencies should regularly communicate with out-of-
home care providers about changes in the considerations that should be taken when applying
the Reasonable and Prudent Parent Standard for an individual child.

Documentation

Child welfare professionals are required to document:

e Whether the agency provided information to the out-of-home care provider for
consideration in making reasonable and prudent parentingparent decisions specific
to the child.

e Efforts made by the agency to ensure that the child has regular, ongoing
opportunities to engage in age or developmentally appropriate activities determined
in accordance with the reasonable and prudent parent standard in the out-of-home
care placement, which includes consulting with the child in an age--appropriate
manner.
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Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children

The most appropriate home for a child may not be in Wisconsin, but with a family in another
state. -Each child deserves the same rights and protections when they move to another state as
they have in their home state. -The Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children (ICPC)
ensures that these children have the same protections and services when they are placed
across state lines. -The ICPC is a contract and uniform law among all 50 states, the District of
Columbia, and the U.S. Virgin Islands that protects and enforces the jurisdictional,
administrative, and human rights obligations of all the parties involved in a placement. -The law
offers states uniform guidelines and procedures to ensure these placements promote the best
interests of each child.

Wisconsin enacted Wisconsin's Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children {s-48.988;
Stats)(Wis. Stat. s. 48.988) to ensure children in need of out-of-home placement in and from
other states receive the same protections guaranteed to children placed in out-of-home care
within Wisconsin. -All interstate placements that fall within the ICPC shall be made through the
Wisconsin state compact office.

Wisconsin’s state ICPC office relies on other state ICPC offices. -Each state has different policy,
structure, and consequences for compliance with the ICPC.

Applicability

The Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children (ICPC) applies in certain situations
when a child is being placed or moving across state lines. -The ICPC process shall be used
when an agency explores a placement or residency option in another state. This placement
option is considered the placement resource, which is the person(s) or facility with whom the
child has been or may be placed by a parent or legal custodian, placed by the court of
jurisdiction in the sending state, or for whom placement is sought in the receiving state. The
ICPC process is used when there is a court order-in-a-case, including a consent decree or a
voluntary placement agreement, and may include such-cases-whensituations in which a
parent requests placement in another state, or when a parent requests to move to another
state with a child. —In these circumstances, the agency initiates the home study process
through the state’s ICPC office. -No Wisconsin child under the jurisdiction of an agency can
be moved from one state to another state without the approval of the Wisconsin ICPC office
as required under the ICPC.

The ICPC does not specify an age restriction at the time of placement, but uses the broad
definition of “child”, which permits jurisdiction up to age 21 per the sending state’s laws and
concurrence by the receiving state. -The ICPC process is used for €PS-Child in Need of
Protection or Services (CHIPS), Juvenile-in-Need-of Protective Services(JIPS), - Temporary
Physical Custody (TPC)-cases;), and consent decrees related to CPS. Youth Justice (YJ) and
Juvenile in Need of Protection or Services (JIPS) fall under ICPC only when the placement is
an out-of-state residential care center or group home.

The Cempactcompact applies to four types of situations in which children may be sent to
other states:
e Placements with parents-and, relatives and like-kin when a parent or relative is not
making the placement.

Ongoing Services Standards 340 Additional OHC Policies



e Licensed or approved foster homes, including relative and like-kin caregivers.

e Group homes and residential care centers, including adjudicated delinquents in
institutions in other states.

e Public and private adoptions, including placements preliminary to adoption.

ICPC does not apply in the following circumstances:

e Placement into a medical facility.

e Placement into a boarding school.

e Placement into a mental health facility.

e Placement by the court with a parent from whom the child was not removed, if the
court:
o hasHas no evidence that the parent is unfit,
o deoesDoes not seek evidence that the parent is fit or unfit, and
o relinguishesRelinquishes jurisdiction as soon as the child is placed.

¢ Home studies solely for the purpose of periodic assessment of a placement where
there is no ongoing supervision.

e Certain placements made between certain relatives or non-agency guardians with
legal rights to place.

e Placements handled by divorce, paternity, or probate courts.

e Out-of-state visits (defined later in this pelicystandard).
e Placements pursuant to another type of interstate compact.

ICPC and Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA)/Wisconsin Indian Child Welfare Act (WICWA)
As established by federal law, federally recognized Indian tribes exercise powers of self-
government over their members and territory. As a result, the Interstate Compact- for
Placement of Children (ICPC) does not apply to interstate placements of an Indian child, as
defined in Wis. Stat. s. 48.02(8q), by a tribe if a tribal nation is receiving the placement except
when:
¢ The Indian child’s tribe requests ICPC services
e TheIndian child’s tribe has adopted the ICPC or incorporated its provisions into its
own law
e The Indian child’s tribe has an existing |V-E agreement with the state requiring
compliance with the ICPC
e A Wisconsin county is making the out-of-home care payment for a child under the
exclusive jurisdiction of a tribal court through a 161 agreement or other arrangement,
and the placement is outside of Wisconsin

If an Indian child is being placed across state lines by a state or county agency or is being
placed by a tribe across state lines, outside of tribal land, and under the supervision of a state
or county, the ICPC applies. However, ICWA placement preferences and all other ICWA and
WICWA requirements supersede any ICPC requirements that interfere or impede with ICWA
and WICWA compliance.

In any ICPC placement involving an Indian child, if the placement resource is licensed by a
federally recognized tribe, full faith and credit will be given to tribal documents, including the
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foster care license and home study per Wis. Stat. s. 48.028(3)(f). Wisconsin agencies are
required to respect the tribe’s licensing process and cannot impose additional requirements.

If Wisconsin is the receiving state and receives an ICPC request from a tribe for a home study
or supervision, the assigned agency shall cooperate with the tribe. During the home study
process, the assigned child welfare professional should explore the placement resource’s
willingness and ability to ensure the child remains connected to their culture. If placement is
made, the child welfare professional should gather information on the child's ongoing
connection to their culture during monthly contacts and document this information in the
quarterly supervision reports.

Tribal ICPC Placement Documentation (DCF-F-CFS0100T)

If the placement is from a Wisconsin title IV-E agency to an out-of-state tribal title IV-E agency
or an Indian tribe with a title IV-E agreement, the sending agency shall submit the Tribal ICPC

Placement Documentation (DCF-F-CFS0100T) form in addition to the T00A (DCF-F-CFS100A)
form.

ICPC Roles
The ICPC relies on an understanding that the two states, referred to as the sending and
receiving states, are involved in any ICPC placement and have certain requirements
applicable to the sending or receiving state. -There may be several agencies involved in both
the sending and receiving state, such as private agencies contracting with the state. -Both the
sending and receiving states and the respective agencies have different roles:

¢ Sending State

o The sending state is “the state where the sending agency is located, or the state in
which the court holds exclusive jurisdiction over a child, which causes, permits, or
enables the child to be sent to another state-”. The sending state is the state
making the request to place the child in the receiving state.

e Sending Agency

o Within the sending state, there is a sending agency. -Forchild-welfare
casesTypically, the sending agency is the county or state agency that has
placement and care responsibility of the child.

o The sending agency maintains planning and financial responsibility for the child;
and is responsible for any payment for which the placement resource may be
eligible, unless the responsibility is discharged as allowed by the ICPC.

e Receiving State

o Thereceiving state is “the state to which a child is sent, brought or caused to be
sent or brought whether by public authorities or private persons or agencies, and
whether for placement with state or local public authorities or for placement with
private agencies or persons:-*—.

o The Receiving-Statereceiving state ICPC Office-has-the-ability-tooffice can approve
or deny the ICPC request.

e Receiving State Local Agency

o The receiving state assigns a local agency in the state in which the child would
reside with the proposed placement resource. -The local agency is responsible for
completing a home study on the proposed placement resource to ensure the
placement is safe and in the best interests of the child. -The local agency provides
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a recommendation for approval or denial of the request to the receiving state; but
cannot provide final approval or denial of a request.

If the placement resource is approved, the local agency in the receiving state is required to
supervise the placement and provide supervision reports to the sending state.

Hlegal Placement

Placements in Violation of the ICPC

For placements subject to the ICPC, a child cannot be placed in the receiving state without
approval of the receiving state. -If a child is placed prior to approval from the receiving state,
the easeplacement is in violation of ICPC-and-is-considered-an-illegal placement-. If a child is
placed illegallyin violation of the ICPC, the sending state bears full liability and responsibility
for the safety of the child.- The receiving state may request immediate removal of the child
until the receiving state has made a decision per ICPC regulations. -The receiving state is not
required to proceed with the home study as-leng-asor supervision of the placement if the

child is placed in violation,and-is-hetrequired-to-supervise-the placement. of the compact.

During the course of an out- of-state placement the sendlng agency and recewmg state may
dlsagree about specific ea :

be. deC|S|ons Agency

child welfare professionals should work with the Wisconsin ICPC Qﬁﬁeeofflce on significant
issues of disagreement with the sending agency if the child is placed in Wisconsin and the issue
may affect the safety and well-being of the child. Ultimately, the sending agency maintains
planning and financial responsibility and is the final decision maker for a child’'s case; unless the
receiving state finds that the resource is no longer in the best interests of the child and requests
the sending state bringtake the child back.

Purpose

The ICPC process is a mechanism that public and private child placing agencies shall use to
obtain a home study of a proposed placement resource in another state prior to moving the
child. -The ICPC also provides for supervision of a Wiscensin-court-orderfora-child's
placement or residence when a-familymovestolocated in another state.

The ICPC offers various safeguards for the child and all parties involved in the placement.
Without the ICPC, the following will not be guaranteed:
e An opportunity for the sending agency to obtain home studies and evaluate the
proposed placement.
e An opportunity for the receiving state to ensure the placement is not contrary to the
best interests of the child.
e Anopportunity for the receiving state to ensure that all applicable laws and policies
have been followed before the placement is approved.
e Legal and financial protection for the child by fixing these responsibilities with the
sending agency or individual.
e Assurance that the sending agency does not lose jurisdiction over the child once the
child is moved to the receiving state.
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e An opportunity for the sending state to obtain supervision, services, and regular
reports on the child’'s adjustment and progress in the placement.

This pelieystandard is not intended to supersede any compact regulations and individuals
should refer to the articles and regulations of the ICPC on the Association of Administrators
of the Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children’s websiteWebsite for more details.

ICPC Office Responsibilities

A state’'s Compact Administrator, Deputy Compact Administrators, and ICPC
Specialistsspecialists act as the central clearing points for all referrals for interstate
placements. —A state’s Compact Administrator, Deputy Compact Administrator, and ICPC
Specialistsspecialists have the authority and responsibility to conductreviewsreview and
process all requests to place children out-of-state to ensure the proposed placement and

detemnewhemepems not theup#aeemen%n&contrary to the child’'s best mterestsJaasedren

The ICPC Specialists:
e Review submitted requests and documentation for completeness and send to the
receiving state/assign to a local agency for action.
¢ Communicate with the receiving state to address any questions during the home
study and investigation process.

+Review-the-home-study-reports;When Wisconsin is the sending state review final
home studiesstudy and receiving staterecommendation-and-approve-ordeny-the

state’s placement request:
+—Reviewdecision. When Wisconsin is the receiving state review home study reports

and completed home studiesstudy and Wisconsin local agencies’ recommendation to
approve or deny a proposed-resourceand-make-a-decision-to-approveor
denyplacement and issue the resource-The WisconsinlGRC Office-will send-the
completed-home-study-and-final placement decision to the sending state’sICRC
Specialist/Compact-Administrator:

e state. Review and process quarterly supervision reports from the receiving state.

e Ensure the sending agency maintains responsibility for the child and acts
appropriately to return the child to the sending state following a placement disruption.

e Keep track of children placed in facilities outside of the state and notify the sending
agency of any significant change in the child’s status.

The ICPC Specialistsspecialists communicate with other state ICPC Specialistsspecialists,
child welfare professionals, attorneys, and others across the nation to ensure applicable laws

and regulations are followed by the sending state. -The ICPC Specialistsspecialists do not
have the authority to order another state to act contrary to that state's own laws and
regulations. -The ICPC Specialistsspecialists do not physically monitor placements, visit
children, transport children, etc.
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e Wisconsin child welfare professionals shall not directly contact other state ICPC
Officesdirectly,offices but shall communicate with the Wisconsin ICPC Officeoffice
for requests, case-status changes, and other ICPC requirements.

Some states do not allow their local agency child welfare professionals to directly communicate
with Wisconsin child welfare professionals for the purposes of case management; and require
that all ease-communication be routed through the sending and receiving ICPC Offices—offices.
This is per the state’s local policy, and the Wisconsin ICPC Officeoffice cannot override that
state’s policy.

Wisconsin ICPC allows local agency child welfare professionals to communicate with receiving
state child welfare professionals for the purposes of case management from-otherstates-as
long as all required documentation or communication pertinent to the child’'scasechild is sent
to the Wisconsin ICPC Officeoffice.

For contact mformatlon for the ICPC Speetatlst peC|aI|s aSS|gned to a child’s-easechild,

visit

Wisconsin Interstate Compact on the Placement of Chlldren (ICPC)
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Wisconsin Local Agency Responsibilities

Wisconsin local agencies have different responsibilities based on whether Wisconsin is the
sending or receiving state. -The following steps and responsibilities are required of Wisconsin
local agencies when submitting or receiving an ICPC request.

Wisconsin as the Sending State

The sending agency must complete the following requirements:

1.

2.

Prior to submitting an ICPC request to the Wisconsin ICPC Officeoffice, the sending
agency shall discuss the possible placement with the proposed resource. -The
sending agency is responsible for investigating whether the placement resource is
appropriate for placement as much as possible prior to submitting an ICPC request.
This includes speaking directly with the proposed resource to gather information
about their:

e Home and others living in the home.

o abilityAbility to safely-care for and support the child;.

o willingnessWillingness to have the child placed in their home,and.

o willingnessWillingness to cooperate with the sending and receiving agencies.
After the sending agency completes the initialinvestigationassessment regarding the
proposed resource and determines they may be an appropriate placement option, a
request shall be submitted to the ICPC office.

If placement approval is granted by the receiving state ICPC Officeoffice, the sending
agency must:

e Meet case management and planning requirements for the child.

o The sending agency retains all case planning, legal, and financial
responsibility for the child. -The sending agency has the authority and
responsibility to determine all matters in relation to the “custody,
supervision, care, treatment, and disposition of the child-~.

o This also includes any required eWiSACWIS documentation-while
managing-thecase.

e Document the child’s out-of-state placement in eWiSACWIS.

e Complete required Confirming Safe Environments documentation following the

receiving state’s safety check of the child in the placement.

e Each state is required to confirm the safety of the child once the child is
placed; but may refer to this check as something other than Confirming
Safe Environments; or have different requirements for this check.

e _The Compact states the receiving state shall have face-to face contact
with the child and placement resource no later than 30 calendar days after
receiving notice of the placement via the 100b from the sending state. The
receiving state is not required to follow Wisconsin’s timeframes for face-to-
face contact during the initial days of placement, and Wisconsin cannot
require the receiving state make additional contacts. When documenting
Confirming Safe Environments, the Wisconsin child welfare professional
may use dates from the completed home study if necessary.

e Complete the rate setting for the child if the proposed resource is receiving

payment for the child’'s placement.

e Notify the Wisconsin ICPC Officeoffice of any status changes, including a

termination of placement, new placement type, or transfer of legal custody.

e Take action to ensure the ongoing safety of a child placed in the receiving

statstate, including returning the child to the sending state as-scon-as
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possiblewithin five (5) business days as required by the Compact, when return
is requested by the receiving state.

e Take timely action to relieve the receiving state of any financial burden
incurred as a result of placing the child in substituteout-of-home care after
removing the child from an unsafe home in which the child was previously
placed by the sending agency.

Making an ICPC Request for Out-of-State Placement

Inorderto-exploreTo pursue a placement option for a child outside of Wisconsin, a request
shall be sent first to the Wisconsin ICPC Office-office. Requests shall be made by submitting
a referral through eWiSACWIS; and are not accepted from Wisconsin public child welfare
agencies in any other format/manner.

Requests are made for specific children and specific placement resources. -Placement
requests can be made for the following types of carecareqgivers:

e Parent

e Unlicensed Relativerelative/like-kin

e Licensed Relativerelative/like-kin

o—FEostereare

e licensed non-relative

e Group Hoemecarehome

e Residential Care-Centercare center

In-additionto the types-of care-above theThe following home study types can be requested
for the appropriate type of carecaregiver:

Parent home study
e Relative/like-kin home study
e Fosterlicensed relative home study/placement
e Licensed non-relative home study

e Adoptive home study/placement

Prior to making a request, the-child’s child welfare professional shall contact the potential
resource for information about their home, willingness to accept placement of the child, and
willingness to cooperate with the ICPC and-the-agencies-invelved-with-the child'scase-
process. The sending agency shall make its best effort to investigateassess whether
placement with the proposed resource is in the best interests of the child, which may include
assessing the proposed resource’s history and relationship with the child, and completing
background checks, including CPS checks, for the proposed resource ferwhenif they may
have livedever resided in Wisconsin.
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If the parent(s) of the child resides in the proposed home, the request shall be for a parent
home study. TFhelf the parent resides in the home of a relative/like-kin, the home may not be
studied as a relative/like-kin home study unless the residing parent is incapacitated or
otherwise unable to care for the child to be placed.

An adoptive home study/placement request may only be requestedsubmitted if a termination
of parental rights (TPR) has been filed or granted. -If there is no TPR petition or order, the
request must be for arelative-home study or fosteranother type of ICPC home study and a
conversion request may be submitted once TPR has been filed or granted. Some states will
not accept a request for an adoption study unless TPR has been ordered (versus petitioned or
filed). If the TPR petition has been filed but has not yet been ordered and the Wisconsin local
agency wishes to submit a request for an adoption study, the Wisconsin child welfare
professional should discuss the request with the Wisconsin ICPC specialist who will be
assigned to the case, prior to submitting the referral through eWiSACWIS. The ICPC specialist
will assist in determining what type of request to submit to the receiving state.

Required Documentatlon for ICPC Requests and Placements

theeweumstaneese#th&ease—wmm each regulatlon there are several pleces of work that
shall be completed in eWiSACWIS-to-be filled-in-onreguired-forms, such as the 100A (BCE-E-
CES0100ADCF-F-CFS0100A), Worker Statement (DCF-F-5158-E), 100B (DCF-F-CFS0100B),
and the Financial/Medical Plan (DCF-F-CFS2196-E). -Every state is required to use the 100A
and 100B forms.

100A ICPC Placement Request (BCE-E-CESOT100ADCF-F-CFS0100A),

This form is required for each placement request, and provides basic information about the
request, such as the Typetype of Carecare requested, whether the placement is for the
purposes of adoption, the Legal-Statuslegal status of the child, and what services are
requested. -This form is also used asieheto provide an approval or denial from the receiving
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ICPC Worker Statement Regarding Proposed Placement Resource (DCF-F-5158-E)

The Werker-Statementworker statement form is required for most types of ICPC requests;
and is crucial to ensure that the sending state agency has communicated with the proposed
resource about their home and the plan for the placement. -The information on the form is
required to be gathered prior to making the placement request.- The sending agency child
welfare professional shall only make an ICPC request if the proposed resource is willing and
able to accept placement, and the agency views the placement as an appropriate option for
the child.

ICPC Financial/Medical Plan (BCE-F-CES2196-E)DCF-F-CFS2196-E)

The Financial/Medical Plan provides the receiving state with information about the financial
plan to support the child, as well as how medical care for the child will be funded. -The
sending agency shall speak with the proposed placement resource to ensure that the
proposed resource has-an-understanding-ofunderstands how the placement will be
supported. -Regardless of what plan is chosen, the sending agency remains-ulimately
financially responsible for the child and will retain jurisdiction of the child as mandated by
Article 5 of ICPC (Wis. Stat. s. 48.988(5), Wis-Stats-))).

The sending agency is responsible for determining what assistance the proposed resource is
eligible for, including kinship and foster care payments. -If the child needs to return to
Wisconsin, the sending agency is responsible for all transportation costs and will expect the
full cooperation of the receiving state to accomplish this return.

If Wisconsin is paying kinship care to an out-of-state resource, the resource is required to ge

through-the licensingprocess-inthereceiving-state-complete an application for a license to

operate a foster home as per Levels-of Care requirements-.Ch. DCF 58. The Wisconsin agency
shall submit a conversion request to the Wisconsin ICPC Officeoffice as soon as possible to

pursue licensure and foster beardcare payments for the resource in the receiving state. Some
states require all relatives become licensed, so a foster home study request may be required
depending on the rules in the receiving state.

Cover Letter

The cover letter is an opportunity for the sending agency to summarize the request and
emphasize any specific information or concerns relevant to the request. -The cover letter
should identify the child to be placed as well as contact information for the proposed
resource. -It should also provide a brief statement about the legal status of the child, the
reason for the proposed placement, and the long-term-plan-forthechild—-term plan for the
child. The cover letter should also include any information regarding the existing relationship
the proposed resource has with the child(ren), including information on recent visits or
contact. Any special circumstances or considerations for placement should also be specified
if that information is not included in other documents.
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100B ICPC Report on the Child’s Placement Dates or Change of Placement (BCE-E-
CES0100BDCF-F-CFS0100B)
The 100B is a multipurpose form to provide information about the child's placement. -The
100B is required to be submitted to the state ICPC Officeoffice when:
e Achildis initially placed in the receiving state and supervision shall be initiated.
¢ A child moves within the receiving state.
e TheICPC closes because a placement request is withdrawn, a placement ends, or
jurisdiction of the child closes. ICPC cases may not be closed until the sending state
requests and obtains written concurrence to close from the receiving state, per ICPC

regulations.

The 100B shall be submitted by the sending agency to the sending state ICPC Officeoffice no
later than 3 businessworking days of the occurrence of the abeve-circumstances_ above.

Additional information required for each request is based on the regulation for that type of
request.

Request Considerations:

The sending state may request the receiving state complete home studies on multiple
resources for the same child.- This may place a significant amount of work on the receiving
state, and therefore the sending state should consider the potential resource carefully prior to
submitting a request.

Sending states should not request a home study on a resource if there is no possibility or
intention to place the child with that resource. -If the sending state court has ordered an ICPC
Reguestrequest to be submitted for a resource the sending agency would not otherwise have
considered, the sending agency should include information about concerns and the reason for
the request in the cover letter submitted with the request.

Agencies should note that some states do not accept requests for multiple home study types at
the same time. -For example, the receiving state may not complete a foster home study and
adoption home study at the same time; but may require that the foster home study is approved,
and placement occurs before allowing the sending state to request that the resource be studied
for the purposes of adoption.

Kinship Care Payments and Licensing Requirements:

Some states will not or cannot pay-make kinship care payments to caregivers for out-of-state
kinship-for-children placed in Wisconsin. -The local Wisconsin agency may choose to pay-the
resourceprovide kinship until-the-conversion-oceurs.care payments in these situations. If the
local Wisconsin agency chooses to do this, the kinship care provider must ge-through-the
licensing-process.complete the application for a license to operate a foster home. For

casessituations in which Wisconsin is providing Kinship-Carekinship care for another state’s
placement the payment is made asa service, not as a placement in eWiSACWIS. H—these

| Regulations

Ongoing Services Standards 350 Additional OHC Policies



Each ICPC request shall be submitted following the appropriate regulation requirements for
that type of request. -There are five regulations under the ICPC that apply to specific types of
ICPC requests.- The following regulations are required to be followed for interstate
placements:

e Regulation 1: -Relocation of the Family Unit

e Regulation 2: -Public Court Jurisdiction Cases (parent, relative/like-kin, foster care, and

adoption)

e Regulation 4: -Residential Placement

e Regulation 7: -Expedited Placement Decision

e Regulation 12: -Private Adoptions

Each regulation has certain timeframe and documentation requirements. -All documentation
shall be completed in eWiSACWIS.

Requlation 1:- Relocation of the Family Unit

This regulation applies when the child is currently placed with an approved resource (parent,
relative, like-kin, foster or pre-adoptive family) in the sending state, and that resource would
like to move to the receiving state and supervision of the child’s placement will continue in
the receiving state.

If the child moves with the approved resource to the receiving state as a temporary relocation
for less than 90 calendar days, an ICPC request and the approval of the receiving state is not
required.- During this temporary relocation, the sending agency is responsible for monthly
supervision of the child. -The receiving state is not required to provide supervision without
ICPC approval.- If the sending agency wants to request supervision from the receiving state,
the receiving state must be in agreement and the sending and receiving ICPC Officesoffices
shall be notified of the placement through the submission of a completed 100B. -If the
temporary relocation is recurring, the sending agency shall submit an ICPC request, and the
receiving state shall give approval of the proposed resource.

When a family is relocating to another state with a child, the sending agency shall submit a
request for a Regulation 1 to the sending state’s ICPC office no more than 10
businessworking days prior to the relocation date.

When requesting a Regulation 1 through eWiSACWIS, the following documentation shall be
included:

e Cover letter,

+—J00A;

e 100A, which must include the address of the new residence in the receiving state,

e 100 B, only if the child is already placed in the receiving state,

e courtCourt order placing the child, or a statement specific to the agency’s authority to

place the child and documentation that supervision is ongoing,

e casehistoryHistory (can be documented in a court report, permanency
planPermanency Plan or other existing documentation), including:
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placementPlacement and social history;

courtCourt involvement;

socialSocial dynamics;

specialSpecial needs of the child;

otherOther information relevant to the placement of the child

+—\Worker Statement

o anyWorker statement form, which must list the address and information regarding the
new residence in the receiving state,

e Any licensure, certification, or approvals from the sending state, including verification
of completed training, if applicable,

e existingExisting home study and any updates to that home study,

e progressProgress reports for the last six (6) months and most recent judicial review
court report and court order,

e copyCopy of the child’s case plan or permanency-planPermanency Plan,

e |V-E Eligibility verification,

e Financial/Medical Plan,

e Social Security Number (SSN), if available, or documentation on the plan to obtain the
SSN if not yet available.

e Birth certificate, if available, or documentation on the plan to obtain the birth
certificate; if not yet available;-.

e petitionPetition or order for Termination of Parental Rights (TPR), if the request is for
the purposes of adoption.

O O O O O

The sending state’s ICPC office has 5 businessworking days from the receipt of the request
to process the request. -The request shall include notice of the intended placement date. -If
the child is already in the receiving state, the receiving state’s ICPC office has 5
businessworking days to respond with provisional approval of the placement.- For Regulation
1 requests, a provisional approval allows the placement of the child in the receiving state.
This provisional approval of the placement must be followed by a final approval or final
denial.- A final denial will result in the return of the child to the sending state, if the child was
placed during the provisional approval.

Within 60 calendar days of the receipt of the request, the receiving state local agency shall
complete and return an initial home study report to the receiving state ICPC Office-office. The
report will include results of the study of the home environment for the purposes of assessing

safety and smtablllty of the child to remaln in the home —'Fheqeuppeseef—tl%mpetttstehet#y

studyLFeeemmendatqten—Tms home study report is not conS|dered a full home study and is
not required to include a decision on the recommendation to approve or deny the home study;
or provide a recommendation for placement.- The receiving state is not required to issue a
decision to approve or deny if the home study is not complete at the time of the report. -If the
receiving state local agency is unable to make a final decision to recommend approval or
denial within the 60 calendar days, the agency shall provide a reason for the delay and an
estimated time frame to complete the home study with a final recommendation to approve or
deny the proposed resource.
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The receiving state shall provide final approval or denial of the placement resource in the
form of a signed 100A after assessing whether the family can continue to meet the needs of
the child no later than 180 calendar days of the receipt of the request. -The receiving state
may have additional requirements to give approval of the home study such as the placement
resource be licensed or meet education/training requirements of the receiving state. -The
placement resource shall meet applicable laws and regulations of the receiving state as soon
as reasonable, and as promptly as possible. -The receiving state may deny the placement
resource if they determine itplacement is not in the best interests of the child or they
determine that the child’s needs cannot be met under the circumstances of the proposed
relocation, or there is not sufficient documentation about the resource. -If the receiving state
denies the rescurceplacement, the sending state shall be responsible for the return of the
child if the child was placed during the time of provisional approval.

The receiving state shall consider the sending state’s license, certification, or approval
effective unless there is evidence that it is expired or not valid. -If the receiving state requires
licensure as a condition of placement approval, or determines it is not valid or expired, both
the sending state and the placement resource shall state in writing that the placement
resource will become licensed in the receiving state. -The receiving state shall recognize the
required foster parent training, if it is substantially equivalent and there is evidence in the
form of an official certificate or document identifying the training.

Within 30 _calendar days of the receiving state being notified by the sending state or by the
placement resource that the child has arrived, the receiving state shall visit the child and the
placement resource in the home to ascertain conditions and progress toward compliance
with the applicable federal and state laws of the receiving state.

Regulation 2: Public Court Jurisdiction Cases (parentparents, relative/like-kin, foster care, and
adoption)

The most common regulation type requested by child welfare agencies are Regulation 2
requests. -A Regulation 2 is when a child is under court jurisdiction for abuse, neglect, or
dependency as a result of action by a child welfare agency. -Regulation 2 requests are for
children not yet placed with the proposed resource, or for requests to change the status of a
placement already approved by ICPC (i.e. a placement with an unlicensed relative/like-kin to a
licensed foster home, or a licensed foster home transitioning to adoption).

When requesting a Regulation 2 through eWiSACWIS, the following documentation shall be
included:
e Cover letter;
e 100A;
e 100 B, only if the child is already placed without prior approval in the receiving state;
e courtCourt order placing the child, or a statement specific to the agency’s authority to
place the child and documentation that supervision is ongoing;

e case-historyHistory (can be documented in a court report, permanency
plan,Permanency Plan, or other existing documentation), including:
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placementPlacement and social history;

courtCourt involvement;

socialSocial dynamics;

specialSpecial needs of the child;

o eotherOther information relevant to the placement of the child;

e Worker Statement; form

e informationInformation about the child’s placement history in the sending state;

e information-abeoutlf the placement resource previously had children placed with them
in the sending state-previcusly, relevant information regarding the placement;

e copyCopy of the child’s case plan or permanency-plan,Permanency Plan

e |V-E Eligibility verification;

e Financial/Medical Plan;

e Social Security Number (SSN), if available, or documentation of the plan to obtain the
SSN if not yet available

e Birth certificate, if available, or documentation of the plan to obtain the birth
certificate; if not yet available;

e petitionPetition or order for Termination of Parental Rights (TPR), if the request is for
the purposes of adoption;

e Proof of paternity if the proposed resource is the father or a paternal relative and the
request is for a parent home study or unlicensed relative home study.

O O O O

Within 60 calendar days of the receipt of the request, the receiving state local agency shall
complete and return an initial home study report to the receiving state ICPC Officeoffice on
the results of the study of the home environment for the purposes of assessing safety and

swtablllty of the ch|Id to be placed |n the home lhepumeseoﬂh%%pe%%neﬂ%he

stud%reeemhendaﬂon—Thls home study repor‘t is not conS|dered a full home study and is
not required to include a decision on the recommendation to approve or deny the home study;
and may or may not provide a recommendation for placement. -The receiving state shall
review the report and forward to the sending state ICPC Office—office. The receiving state is
not required to issue a decision to approve or deny if the home study is not complete at the
time of the report. -If the receiving state is unable to make a final decision to recommend
approval or denial within the 60 calendar days, the agency shall provide a reason for the delay
(i.e. licensure cannot be completed within the timeframe, waiting on documentation from the
resource, required training must first be completed, etc.) and an estimated time frame to
complete the home study and make a final recommendation to approve or deny the proposed
resource for placement of the child.

If the home study report provides a favorable recommendation for the placement, but there is
not a final approval for placement in the form of a signed 100A, the placement shall not be
made until a signed and approved 100A is received.

The receiving state ICPC office shall provide final approval or denial of the placement
resource in the form of a signed 100A after assessing whether the family can continue to
meet the needs of the child no later than 180 calendar days of the receipt of the request. -The
receiving state ICPC office may give approval of the home study with the condition that the
placement resource be licensed or meet education/training requirements of the receiving
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state. -The placement resource shall meet applicable laws and regulations of the receiving
state as soon as reasonable, and as promptly as possible.

The receiving state can deny the requestplacement, if the home study reveals the proposed
resource would be unable to meet the individual needs of the child, including the child’s
safety, permanency, health, well-being, and mental, emotional, and physical development. If
the receiving state issues a denial, the placement shall not be made.

Regulation 4: Residential Placement

A Regulation 4 is for the purposes of placing a child in a residential facilitycare center or
group home. -Under the ICPC, a Residential Placement-“residential placement provides 24
hour supervised care beyond what is needed for assessment or treatment of an acute
condition”-. Residential placements do not include institutionsprograms that are primarily
educational incharacter-hospitals-or othermedical facilities—Care-inthose-institutions-is-not
subjectto-the ICPC-. Whether a placement in a facility is subject to the ICPC is defined by the
receiving state, and is determined by the services the facility provides, not the type of license
it may hold or its source of funding. -For additional guidance on whether a facility is
considered primarily educational, a hospital, or other medical facility, agencies should
reference the ICPC regulations.

An ICPC request under Regulation 4 applies whetherornotwhen the child is under jurisdiction
of a court for delinquency, abuse, neglect, or dependency, or as a result of action taken by a
child welfare agency-, or private placements made by parents or caregivers with the legal
right to place. Regulation 4 requests are for children not yet placed in a group home or
residential care center in the receiving state, as well as for children who are moving to a new

facility in the same or different state. 1n-thesecircumstances; the ICPCprevents-a-child from
being-abandenedinthereceivingstate—For residential placements, the sending agency

remains obligated to retain jurisdiction and responsibility for the child while the child remains
in the receiving state.

A child who is adjudicated delinquent whethat is being placed in an out-of-state facility shall
be given a court hearing on notice to the parentorguardianparents/quardians with the
opportunity to be heard prior to being sent to the facility.- The court shall find that equivalent
facilities for the child are not available in the sending state’s jurisdiction and institutional care
in the other jurisdiction is in the best interests of the child and will not produce undue
hardship.

Prior to creating and submitting the request to the ICPC Officeoffice, the sending agency shall
communicate with the facility in the receiving state to obtain agreement to accept placement
and required documentation from the facility.

When requesting a Regulation 4 in eWiSACWIS, the following documentation shall be
included:

o 100A100A(si | by the facility in o )

[}
e 100 B, only if the child is already placed in the receiving state;
o letter of acceptance from the residential facility,care center

Ongoing Services Standards 355 Additional OHC Policies




e Financial/Medical Plan that includes the information regarding which agency/entity is
paying for the child’s placement in the facility, and who is responsible for medical
costs that are incurred during the child’s placement at the facility.

+—placementPlacement disruption agreement:

e Thisshall indicating who will be atherough-agreementthatsets-outresponsible for
the responsibilityreturn of each-agency-in-the eventof a placement disruption;
includingchild if there is a request for the child’s return to the sending state. This shall
include who is responsible for costs and transportation.-Fhis-agreement shallbe

. ] I ; | the facility

e currentCurrent court order or other properdocument showing who has authority to
place the child:

e If the child to be placed is under a delinquency court order, the court order shall state
that:

o theThe child has been adjudicated delinquent;

o eguivalentEquivalent facilities in the sending state are not available,and

o institutionallnstitutional care is in the best interests of the child and will not
produce undue hardship.

e currentCurrent case history for the child, if the child is under a delinquency court order
or is under the placement and care of a public child welfare agency;.

e serviceService plan for the child, if the child is under a delinquency court order or is
under the placement and care of a public child welfare agency,.

o |V-E eligibilitydetermination verification.

The receiving state’s ICPC Officeoffice will determine whether:

e |tis contrary to the child’'s best interests to be placed in the facility.

e Ensure the facility is properly licensed and not under investigation by law enforcement,
child protection, or licensing staff for unfit conditions or illegal activities that might
place the child at risk of harm.

e Check to make sure the child is an appropriate match and that the request to place the
child was fully reviewed and officially accepted before granting approval.

The receiving state shall provide final approval or denial of the placement resource within 3
businessworking days of receiving a completed request, with understanding that receiving
state’s laws for approval may delay this timeframe.

Requlation 7: Expedited Placement Decision

A Regulation 7 request is intended to expedite ICPC placement approval or denial in certain
circumstances. -This regulation only applies if the-all of the following criteria isare met:

e The child is involved in child welfare.

e The placement is with a:

+—parent;
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c—gtopporent
*—grandparent;
o adultParent

Stepparent
Grandparent
Adult uncle;
adultAdult aunt;
adultAdult brother;
adultAdult sister-or
the-child’'sChild’s guardian.
e The child meets one of the following criteria:

o Has an unexpected dependency due to a sudden or recent incarceration,
incapacitation, or death of a parent or guardian. -Incapacitation means a
parent or guardian is unable to care for a child due to a medical, mental, or
physical condition of a parent or guardian.

o The child is four years of age or younger.

o The child has a sibling(s) four years of age or younger to be placed with the
same resource.

o The court finds that any child in the sibling group has a substantial relationship
with the proposed placement resource. -Substantial relationship means the
proposed placement has a familial or mentoring role with the child, has spent
more than cursory time with the child, and has established more than a
minimal bond with the child.

o The child is currently in an emergency placement.

O

O O O O O |O

This regulation does not apply if:

e The child has already been placed in the receiving state in violation of the ICPC{
(except in some cases if a visit has been approved in writing by the receiving state
Compact Administrator and a subsequent order by the sending state authorizes the
visit with a fixed return date).—

e The intention of the sending state is for licensed or approved foster care or adoption,
unless the placement is already licensed or approved at the time of the request.

e Theresource is a parent, the court has no evidence the parent is unfit, does not seek
any evidence from the receiving that the parent is either fit or unfit and the sending
state will immediately close jurisdiction upon placement of the child.

Before a sending agency may submit a Regulation 7 request to the sending state ICPC
Officeoffice, the sending agency shall obtain a Regulation 7 Court Order of Compliance. -The
court order shall be on the Order for Expedited Placement Decision (J&-1648JC-1648) and
shall include whether there is a request for provisional approval.- In order to obtain a
Regulation 7 order of compliance, the sending agency shall provide a written statement to the
court, which includes documentation of the following:
e The sending agency has spoken with the proposed placement resource and the
resource:
o Isinterested in being a placement resource for the child and is willing to
cooperate with the ICPC process.
o Fits the definition for a Regulation 7 resource described above.
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o Has provided therescurce’s-thetheir name and cerrect-address-ef-the
placementresource, all available telephone numbers and other contact

information-ferthe placementresource;, and the birthdate and Social Security
Numbers (SSNs) of all adults in the home. Thisinformationsheuldbe

provided-tothe court:

o Has financial resources or will access resources to feed, clothe, and care for
the child.

o Has a plan for daytimecarechildcare for the child-and, including how it will be
paid.

o Acknowledges that a criminal and child abuse and neglect history check will be
completed knewledge,-and thatto the best of his-erhertheir knowledge, no one
residing in the home has a criminal or child abuse or neglect history that would
prohibit the placement.

The sending agency is unaware of any fact that would prohibit the child being placed
with the resource.

The sending agency has completed ICPC information and is prepared to send the
information to the ICPC Officeoffice once the Regulation 7 Court Order is issued.

The court shall provide a copy of this order to the sending agency within 2 businessworking
days of entering the order.- The sending agency is required to send a copy of the order and
the ICPC request to the sending state ICPC Officeoffice within 3 businessworking days of
receipt from the court.

After obtaining the Order for Expedited Placement Decision, the sending agency may submit
an ICPC Request to the ICPC Office—office. When requesting a Regulation 7 request, the
following documentation shall be included:

Cover Letterletter

ICPC Sending State Priority Home Study Request (BCE-F-CES01071-E).DCF-F-CFS0101-
E)

ICPC Priority Placement Order (J5-1648),JC-1648)

100A;

10.B_only.if the child is already-placed in iy ‘

courtCourt order pLaemqshowmq who has jurisdiction of the chlld—er—a—staiement

specific in relation to the-a -
thatcustody, placement, superwslon4s494:\<_;}9+|:\gL care and dlsposmon of the ch|Id

caseCase history (can be documented in a court report, permanency-plan,Permanency
Plan, or other existing documentation), including:
o placementPlacement and social history;
Court involvement;
Social dynamics;
Special needs of the child;
o Otherinformation relevant to the placement of the child;
Worker Statement; form
informationinformation about placement history in the sending state;
copyCopy of the child’s case plan or permanency-plan,Permanency Plan
IV-E Eligibility-determination verification;
Financial/Medical Plan;

O O O
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e Social Security Number (SSN), if available; or documentation on the plan to obtain the
SSN if not yet available

+«—Birth certificate, if available or documentation on the plan to obtain the birth
certificateifavailable;

e petition-ororderforTermination-of Parental Rights (TPR); if the requestisforthe
purposes-of-adoption-not yet available

e Proof of paternity if the proposed resource is the father or paternal relative

The sending state’s ICPC Officeoffice is required to send the Regulation 7 request to the
receiving state’s ICPC Officeoffice within 2 businessworking days of receipt from the sending
agency. -The receiving state’s ICPC Officeoffice is required to send to the local agency within
2 businessworking days of receipt of the request.

Thelf requested from the sending state, the receiving state may, but is not required to, provide
provisional approval or denlal for the child to be pIaced with athe parent or reIatlve—meIeeng

wa#abie%&relaﬂ%s%meludeswawe&eﬁnen—saietwssues— |dent|f|ed in the requlatlon 7
request.

Thelf the receiving state willexpediteagrees to provide a provisional placement decision, they
shall make this expedited determination of-appropriateness-of the proposed-placement
resource by:
e Performing a physical walk-through to assess the residence for risks and
appropriateness for placement of the child.
e Searching the receiving state’s child protective services database for prior
reports/investigations as required by the receiving state for emergency placement of
a child in its custody.
e Performing a local criminal background check on the prospective placement.
e Other determinations agreed upon by the sending and receiving states’ ICPC
Officesoffices
e Providing a provisional written report to the receiving state’s ICPC Officeoffice as to
the appropriateness of the proposed placement.

DeterminationThe determination for provisional approval or denial shallis to be
completedmade within 7 calendar days of receiptoefthe receiving state ICPC office receiving
the completed request-packetby-the receiving ICRPC Office.. This provisional approval or
denial shall be communicated in writing to the sending state’s ICPC Officeoffice and may not
include the signed 100A until the final approval or denial decision is made. If provisional
approval is provided for a Regulation 7 request, the child may be placed. -If the receiving state
completes the full assessment and issues a final denial, the child shall be brought back to the
sending state.

If the request for information is insufficient, the sending or receiving ICPC Officeoffice can
request more information.- The receiving state does not have to proceed with the full
assessment until completed information is received; but can choose to proceed with
provisional approval.

The receiving state may provide a provisional denial. -A provisional denial means that the
receiving state is unable to approve a provisional placement pending the more
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comprehensive home study or assessment process due to any issues that may need to be
resolved.

Provisional approval shall be followed by a final approval or denial. -The local agency is
required to review the request and investigate the proposed resource and send the results of
the home study and recommendation to approve or deny placement to the receiving state’s
ICPC Officeoffice within 15 businessworking days of receipt of the request. -The receiving
state’s ICPC Officeoffice shall have an expedited decision for approval or denial within three
(3-business) working days of receiving the report from the local agency, but no later than 20
businessworking days from the date the receiving state’s ICPC Officeoffice received the
request from the sending state’s ICPC Officeoffice.

If the receiving state ICPC Officeoffice determines it will not be possible to meet the

timeframes for an expedited request, the receiving state ICPC Officeoffice shall notify the
sending state ICPC Officeoffice as soon as practical.- The receiving state shall inform the
sending state the estimated time for completion of the request as a regular ICPC request.

Regulation 12: -Private Adoptions
Regulation 12 is for children being placed by a private agency or by an Independent Adoption
Entity. -For information about these requests, please see the Regulation Number 12: -Private

and-lndependent-Adoptionspolicy-on the DCFwebsite. APHSA/AAICPC website:
https://aphsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Regulation-12-2012.pdf

Out-of-State Visits for Children in Out-of-home Care

An out-of-state visit is not a placement for ICPC purposes, and agencies are not required to

request permission or notify the Wisconsin ICPC office if the child’'s out-of-state stay meets

the definition of a visit for ICPC purposes- (unless there is a pending ICPC request for that
home). Visits are distinguished from placements that require ICPC approval based on the

purpose-and, duration, as-well-as-the-and intention-of-the-person-oragency-with-responsibility
forthechild.

The child’s stay out-of-state may be considered a visit if all of the below apply:

e The purpose of the visit is to provide the child with a social or cultural experience of a
short duration, such as a-stay-ata-camp-ervisits with a friend-erparent/quardian,
relative/like-kin, friend, or potential community-based placement option who has not
assumed legal responsibility to care for previdingthe child-care-services.

e Visits must have a planned start and end date.

e The duration of the visit is no longer than 30 calendar days, or if longer than 30
calendar days, the visit begins and ends within the period of a child’s vacation from
school, such as summer or winter break.

e There s no intention for the visit to transition into a stay.
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If a visit does not have an expressed end date or an unclear duration, it is considered a
proposed

placement and not a visit.- A visit becomes a placement requiring ICPC approval if the visit
exceeds 30 calendar days or the child’'s school vacation. -A visit cannot be extended or
renewed if it exceeds 30 calendar days or the chrld s school vacatlon JJLa#rsrt—beeemesa

plaeementeef—meeh#d—sha«ll—bemade—An ICPC request fora home studv that is submltted or

pending while the child is on a visit will establish a rebuttable presumption that the intent of
the stay or proposed stay is not a visit. The sending state agency needs to notify the sending
state ICPC if the child is on a visit at the time the ICPC is submitted. The sending state ICPC
must then seek permission from the receiving state for the child to remain on the visit while
the home study is pending.

Emergency-placementsA placement made across state lines arewithout ICPC approval is not
considered an out-of-state visit; and are subject to the ICPC because the intent was to place
the child in the home.- If an agency is unsure of whether a certain stay would be considered
an out-of-state visit, the child welfare professional should contact the Wisconsin ICPC
Officeoffice.

Conducting the Home Study

The local agency assigned to complete the home study is responsible for using all
information gathered during the home study process to make-a-decisiontedetermine if they

will recommend approval or denial for placement of the child with the proposed resource.
With each Regulation Type, the final decision to recommend approval or denial of the
resource shall be made within ICPC timeframes.

When Wisconsin is the receiving state, the Wisconsin ICPC Officeoffice will assign an agency
to conduct the home study and recommend approval or denial of the proposed placement.
Once the assigned Wisconsin agency has completed the home study of the proposed
resource, the agency shall provide the home study and recommendation to the Wisconsin
ICPC Officeoffice. The completed home study should NOT be sent directly to the agency in
the sending state.

Wisconsin requires the following based on the type of home study requested by the receiving
state:
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Parent home study: -this home study is required to be documented on the ICPC
Parent/Relative/Like-kin Unlicensed Home Study (BCE-E-CES2335DCF-F-CFS2335).- As a part
of this home study, the agency child welfare professional shall at a minimum document the
following:

e Describe the home/neighborhood and the sleeping arrangements in the home.

e List the household members.

e Assess the social history, discipline techniques, health, financial abilities;
educationstatus and ability to meet basic needs, strengths, and weakness of the
proposed resource and how that willaffectmay impact the parent’s ability to care
offor the child once placed in the home.

Background checks shall also be conducted on the proposed resource, and any findings shall
be factored into the decision to approve or deny the home study. -The agency shallata
minimum, complete the following and any other background checks required by law:
2 Haw Complete a
Consolldated Court Automatlon Programs (CCAP) check on all individuals seventeen
years of age and older residing in the identified placement home.
e Conduct a reverse address Sex Offender Registry check through the Department of
Corrections: -http://offender.doc.state.wi.us/public/.

e Conduct a check of child abuse and neglect records for all counties of residence past
5 years on all individuals seventeen years of age and older residing in the identified
placement home.

Unlicensed Relative/Like-Kin home study-(relative-is-not beinglicensed):-: this home study is
required to be documented on the ICPC Parent/Relative/Like-kin Unlicensed Home Study
template (BCE-E-CES2335DCF-F-CFS2335).- As a part of this home study, the agency child
welfare professional shall at a minimum document the following:

e Describe the home/neighborhood and the sleeping arrangements in the home.

e List the household members.

e Assess the social history, discipline techniques, health, financial abilities;
educationstatus and ability to meet basic needs, strengths, and weakness of the
proposed resource and how that willaffectthemay impact their ability to care effor
the child once placed in the home.

Background checks shall also be conducted on the proposed resource, and any findings shall
be factored into the decision to approve or deny the-heme-study-placement. The agency
shall-at-a-minimum; complete the following and any other background checks required by
law:

W Complete a
Consolldated Court Automatlon Programs (CCAP) check on all individuals seventeen

years of age and older residing in the identified placement home.
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e Conduct a reverse address Sex Offender Registry check through the Department of
Corrections:
http://offender.doc.state-wius/public/http://offender.doc.state.wi.us/public/.

e Conduct a check of child abuse and neglect records for all counties of residence past 5
years on all individuals seventeen years of age and older residing in the identified
placement home.

Foster home study/placement (including relatives/like-kin being licensed):- All licensing
requirements under Ch. DCF 56 Administrative Code apply for foster home licensure,

including the requirement to use the SAFE-Home Study Tocland-allbackground-check
requirementsdepartment’s assessment system.

Foster home study requests are often Regulation 2 requests.- Regulation 2 requests require
that within 60 calendar days the receiving state completes and sends a home study report
with an approval or denial of the proposed resource; but allows the receiving state to provide
reason as to why they cannot complete the investigation within 60 calendar days. -The
purpose of this report is to notify the sending agency of the progress being made with the
home study; and allow the sending agency to prepare accordingly for the anticipated outcome
for placement from the home study recommendation. -The assigned Wisconsin local agency
shall complete this home study report within the 60--calendar day requirement; but is not
required to give a recommendation for placement to the Wisconsin ICPC Officeoffice if the
home study is not complete and the resource is not able to be licensed within that time
frame. -The assigned Wisconsin agency must report why the home study was not able to be
completed and an estimated date of completion.

The assigned Wisconsin local agency has 180 calendar days to complete the home study and
issue a final decision to approve or deny the proposed resource, which allows for foster home
licensing requirements to be met.

If a proposed resource is already licensed as a foster home at the time of the request for
placement, the assigned Wisconsin agency shall complete a home study update by studying
the family for the individual child to be placed. -If the resource is licensed by a private agency,
the sending agency may enter a contract with the Wisconsin private agency to complete the
home study and all supervision requirements for an ICPC placement.

The assigned Wisconsin agency is responsible for maintaining the placement resource’s
foster home license and ensuring that the resource meets and follows all applicable laws,
codes, and policy for licensure in Wisconsin.

Adoptive home study/placement: -Only entities authorized to approve a home for adoption
have the regulatory approval to complete an adoptive home study for a family. -If a sending
state requests that Wisconsin study and approve a home for adoption of a child, the
appropriate public adoption agency will be assigned to conduct the study. -All Wisconsin
requirements to adopt shall be met prior to the finalization of the adoption in Wisconsin.
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If the resource was approved for ICPC placement by a county child welfare agency prior to the
request for an adoption home study, the adoption agency will work with the county agency
that approved the resource to transition the case from the county.

Home Study Approvals and Denials:

The receiving state’s ICPC Officeoffice is required to make a final decision to approve or deny
the resource based on the local agency’s home study, recommendation, and all applicable
laws and regulations in the receiving state. -The receiving state ICPC Officeoffice is not
required to concur with the receiving state local agency that gave the recommendation. -The
receiving state ICPC Officeoffice shall approve or deny the request for placement by sending
a signed 100A to the sending state’s ICPC Officeoffice. If the placement is denied, the
sending agency shall submit a 100B to the sending state’s ICPC Office-in-orderoffice to close
the ICPC case.

Home studies for interstate placements are conducted in accordance with the applicable
requirements of the state in which the home is located. States may have different requirements
based on the type of home study that is requested. For example, a state may not allow more
than one home study type to be conducted at the same time or may require all relatives/like-kin
to be licensed prior to approval of the request. Applicable laws of the receiving state shall be

foIIowed when completlnq the home study. Wh#&%&&neﬁequ#edie%e%he%&l#em&&udy

When Wisconsin is the receiving state and is asked to complete a home study on a proposed
resource, the agency completing the home study may have further questions for the sending
state or sending agency. -In these circumstances, the child welfare professional from the local
agency completing the home study should contact the Wisconsin ICPC Specizalistspecialist
assigned to the case to communicate concerns and process the request for more information
from the sending state/sending agency.

If a home study report is received but no decision on placement is made through a signed 100A,
the sending agency can use this information to prepare for the upcoming decision. -For
example, if a home study report is favorable, but there is a delay in licensure of the resource and
therefore approval, the sending agency can begin preparing a transition plan for the child’s
move. However, placement cannot be made until the sending state ICPC office receives the
signed 100A containing a placement decision from the receiving state ICPC.

Placement

Once the placement request is approved by the receiving state, the sending state has the final
authority to determine whether to use the placement resource. -If placement is made by the
sending agency following an approval from the receiving state, the sending agency is required
to submit a 100B reporting the placement to the sending state’s ICPC Office that placement
has-been-madeoffice within 3 businessworking days of the actual placement. -The sending
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state’s ICPC Officeoffice will send the 100B to the receiving state’s ICPC Officeoffice as
notification of the placement. -The receiving state’s ICPC Officeoffice will notify the receiving
state’s local agency to initiate placement supervision.

If placement is made by the sending agency without approval from the receiving state, the
placement is considered an-illegalplacementmade-outsidea violation of the ICPC. -The
receiving state can choose to sendhave the child sent back to the sending state immediately.
If the Wisconsin ICPC Office-is notified of a child illegally-placed in violation of the ICPC in
Wisconsin, an ICPC Specialistspecialist may contact the county in which the child is residing
to complete an emergency assessment of the home to ensure the safety of the child. -The
ICPC Specialistspecialist will then work with the local agency to determine whether to send
the child back to the sending state or initiate a proper ICPC request from the sending state. -If
a local Wisconsin agency learns that a child has been illegally-placed in Wisconsin, in
violation of the ICPC, the agency should notify the Wisconsin ICPC Office-office. The
Wisconsin ICPC Officeoffice will work with the sending state to submit an ICPC request or
initiate the return of the child to the sending state.

When a Wisconsin agency is the sending agency making placement, the sending agency
shall:
e Place the child in the receiving state only following an approval through a signed 100A
from the receiving state ICPC Officeoffice.

o If a Wisconsin agency places a child in another state without the approval of the
receiving state ICPC office, the placement is considered an-ilegala placement
violation and an ICPC request shall be initiated immediately. -The receiving state
may require that the child isbe brought back to Wisconsin, and the Wisconsin
sending agency is fully responsible for the care, safety, and return of the child to
Wisconsin.

o A court order to place the child outside of Wisconsin without ICPC approval is still
considered an-illegala placement; in violation of the ICPC and the ICPC process
shall be followed to bring the case into compliance with the ICPC as soon as
possible.

e Arrange for the transportation of the child to the receiving state according to the plan
agreed upon by both the sending agency and the receiving state local agency
providing supervision for the child.

cion for the ohild.
e Submit a 100B to the Wisconsin ICPC Officeoffice within three (3-business) working

days of the placement of the child.

e Follow all applicable Wisconsin laws and standards for a child placed in out-of-home
care.

e Follow all applicable documentation requirements in eWiSACWIS, including creating a
placement, completing the Confirming Safe Environments based on information
gathered from the receiving state local agency supervising the placement, and any
rate setting for the child’s placement.

o The Compact requires the receiving state to have face-to-face contact with the
child and placement resource no later than 30 calendar days after receiving
notification of the placement. The receiving state is not required to follow
Wisconsin's timelines for face-to-face contacts during the initial days of

Ongoing Services Standards 365 Additional OHC Policies




placement, and WI cannot require the receiving state to make additional contacts.
When documenting Confirming Safe Environments, the WI child welfare
professional may use dates from the completed home study if necessary.

o The child’s Foster Care Medicaid Certification-will be cempletedclosed out by the
Department of Children-and Families {DCE)WI ICPC specialist, upon notification of
the child’s placement to another state. If the child is being placed in a border state
and the WI placing agency would like WI Medicaid Specialist:to continue, they
must communicate this to WI ICPC when the placement is made, so that it is not
closed out.

o When a child is placed in Wisconsin from out-of-state, the Wisconsin agency
supervising the placement shall not document the placement in eWiSACWIS
through a placement strip.

Placement approvals that are provided through Regulations 1 (Relocation of Family Units), 2
(Public Court Jurisdiction Cases for Public Adoption, Foster Care, Family setting and/or with
Parents, Relatives/Like-kin), and 7 (Expedited Placement Decision) apprevalsforplacement
resources-expire 6 months from the date the 100A was signed by the receiving state. -If the
Wisconsin sending agency wishes to place a child after the original approval expires, the
sending agency shall submitcontact Wisconsin ICPC, prior to the 100A expiration, to
determine if it is possible to request an extension of the approval, or if a new ICPC request-
will need to be submitted. If a new request is required, updated documents will need to be

included with the new referral. The receiving state may-require-updated-documents-butshall
notrequirewill then determine if a new home study unless-thelaws-of the receiving-stateis
required or if they can provide thatand update/addendum to the previously-submittedprior
home study-is-ne-longervalid-. If Wisconsin receives a new request to place with a resource
with an expired approval, Wisconsin requires an update to the home study be completed if the
home study is less than one (1) year old.- Requests for a resource with a family that has a
home study over a year old will be assessed by the Wisconsin ICPC Specialistsspecialists and
they will make-a-determinationdecide whether to have the local Wisconsin agency complete a
new home study on the family.

Regulation 4 (Residential Placements) approvals expire 30 calendar days from the date the
T100A was signed by the receiving state. -This 30--day timeframe can be extended upon
mutual agreement between the sending and receiving states’ ICPC Officesoffices.

If an approval for the home study request expires or the sending agency does not intend to
place a child in an approved home, the sending agency is required to send a 100B to the
sending state’s ICPC Officeoffice as notification that they are withdrawing their request and
that the ICPC case shall be closed.

The receiving state shall notify the sending state ICPC Officeoffice in writing of any unmet
needs of a child placed in the receiving state. If the child’s needs continue to be unmet after
the notice to the sending state ICPC Officeoffice, the receiving state may require the sending
agency to return the child to the sending state. Before requiring the return of the child to the
sending state, the receiving state shall take into consideration the negative-impact on the
child that may result from being removed from his-erhertheir home in the receiving state and
shall weigh the potential for-such negative impact against the potential benefits to the child

of being returned to the sending state. Notwithstanding the requirement to-considerthe
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potentiatforsuch-negative-impacttheThe receiving state has sole discretion in determining
whether er-not-to require return of a child to the sending state.

Reconsideration of a Denial

If a home study is denied by the receiving state, the sending state can request a
reconsideration of a denial. -The request for reconsideration shall be submitted to the
sending state’s ICPC office within 90 calendar days from the date the completed 100A was
signed by the receiving state with the decision of denial. -If a request for reconsideration is
not submitted within 90 calendar days, the sending state may submit a new ICPC request.

The sending state may request the reconsideration with a new home study if the reason for
denial has been corrected (i.e. new-residencethe placement resource has completed a
rehabilitation review and can now proceed with mere bedrooms;ete)-licensure). The
receiving state is not required to accept the new home study request; but can proceed if they
believe the reason for the denial has been corrected.- The sending state may also request the
reconsideration without a new home study if the sending state can provide evidence or new
information that the resource should be approved.

The receiving state has 60 calendar days from the formal request date to reconsider the
denial was received by the sending state’s ICPC office to approve or deny the proposed
resource for placement of the child. -A request for reconsideration of a denial cannot conflict
with any appeal process in the receiving state.

A request for reconsideration is not a formal appeal process, and the receiving state does not
have an obligation to reverse the decision to deny the home study of the proposed resource.
Agency child welfare professionals should communicate with the assigned Wisconsin ICPC
Specialistsspecialists about any request for reconsiderations for additional information.

Wisconsin agencies may submit a formal request for a reconsideration of a receiving state’s
denial to-the WisconsinIGPC office through-eWiSACWISby reaching out to the assigned ICPC
specialist in Wisconsin. The Wisconsin ICPC specialist will ask for documentation of the
changes that have occurred and reasons that the request should be reconsidered. The
Wisconsin ICPC specialist will document the reconsideration request in eWiSACWIS and submit

the request to the other state.

Placement Supervision

The receiving state is required to provide supervision of the child during the child’s placement
if the proposed resource is approved. -Face-to-face visits shall be performed by a child
welfare child-welfare-professional in the receiving state. -The receiving state child welfare
professional may be a private agency werkerprofessional under contract with the receiving
state.

Supervision shall begin when the child is placed in the receiving state pursuant to an
approved placement and the receiving state has received the 100B from the sending state.
Supervision shall begin if the receiving state finds out about the placement in a way other
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than through the 100B and the placement was approved. -Supervision shall begin no later
than 30 calendar days from the date on which the child is placed, or 30 calendar days from
the date on which the receiving state is notified of the child’s placement, if notification occurs
after placement.

ICPC regulations require that supervision shall include face-to-face visits with the child at
least once each month; and that a majority of visits shall occur in the child’s home.- When a
child is placed from out-of-state into Wisconsin, the assigned Wisconsin agency shall follow
all casewerkerchild welfare professional contact requirements set forth in the Ongoing
Services Standards, as well as contact requirements in DCF Ch. 56 Administrative Code for
licensed foster parents.

Supervision Reports

The child welfare child-welfare-professional assigned to supervise the child shall complete a
Supervision Report (BCE-F-CES2336DCF-F-CFS2336) at least once every 90 calendar days
following the date of the receipt of the 100B by the receiving state’s ICPC Office—office. The
ICPC offices will exchange the supervision reports.- These reports at a minimum shall
contain:

e Date and location of each face-to-face contact with the child since the last supervision
report was received.

e Summary of the child’s current circumstances, including a statement regarding the
ongoing safety, permanence, and well-being of the child.

e If the child is attending school, a summary of the child’s academic performance along
with copies of any available report cards, education-related evaluations, behavior
support plans, and/or IEP documents.

e A summary of the child’s current health status, including mental health, the dates of
any health-related appointments that have occurred since the last supervision report
was completed, the identity of any health providers seen, and copies of any available
health-related evaluations, reports or other pertinent records.

e An assessment of the current placement and caregiver (e.g. physical conditions of the
home; caregiver's commitment to the child current status of the caregiver and family
any changes in family composition, health, financial situation, work, legal involvement,
social relationships, and childcarechildcare arrangements).

e A description of any unmet needs and any recommendations for meeting identified
needs.

e If applicable, the supervising child welfare professional’s recommendation regarding
continuation of placement, return of legal custody to a parent or parents with whom
the child is residing and termination of the sending state’s jurisdiction, finalization of
adoption by the child’s current caregiver or the granting of legal guardianship to the
child’s current caregiver.

Supervision shall continue until one of the following occurs:
e The child reaches the age of majority or is legally emancipated.
e The child’'s adoption is finalized.
e Legal custody of the child is granted to a caregiver or parent, and jurisdiction is
terminated by the sending state.
e The child no longer resides at the home approved for placement of the child.
e Jurisdiction over the child is terminated by the sending state.
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e Legal guardianship of the child is granted to the child’s caregiver in the receiving state.
e The sending state requests in writing that supervision be discontinued, and the
receiving state concurs.

Both states have the authority to agree to extend supervision after the occurrence of any of
the above. -Supervision shall continue until supervision is terminated by the sending state (the
receiving state shall also agree to end supervision).

Residential Placement Supervision:

Under the ICPC, a facility is defined as the agency responsible for the 24-hour care of a child.
The facility is responsible for the supervision, protection, safety, and well-being of the child.
The sending agency making the placement is expected to enter into an agreement with the
facility as to the program plan or expected level of supervision, treatment, frequency, and
nature of any written progress or treatment reports. -The Wisconsin sending agency may use
monitoring and supervision performed by the facility to meet monthly casewerkerchild
welfare professional contact requirements.

The receiving state child welfare child-welfare professionalsprofessional and probation staff
are not required to provide any monitoring or supervision of children placed in facility

programs, unless an incident or allegation requires investigation by law enforcement, a child
welfare agency, or the court. -The frequency and nature of monitoring visits by the sending
agency or individual making the placement are determined by the sending agency in
accordance with applicable laws. -Wisconsin sending agencies may contract with the
receiving state child welfare agency to perform monthly face-to-face contacts, but the
receiving state child welfare agency is not required to enter this contract under the ICPC.

the sending agency shall document the monthly contacts in eWiSACWIS for each month.
Agencies may want to request a report about any visits during the final quarter of the Federal
Fiscal Year (July, August, and September) by the last week of October in order for those visits to
be documented in eWiSACWIS and counted in the data submitted to the federal Administration
for Children and Families (ACF) database. If the sending agency is not receiving the
documentation from the receiving state, the agency should contact the assigned ICPC

Specialistspecialist as soon as a problem is detected. The ICPC Specialistspecialist will work
with the receiving state to address the issue.
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Placement Purpose Changes

When a child is placed out-of-state and the resource moves, the move shall be reported to the
receiving and sending states’ ICPC Offices-offices. A 100B shall be completed by the sending
agency and submitted to the sending state’s ICPC Officeoffice within 3 businessworking days
of the change of address.

Placement Ending

The sending agency’s responsibility for the child continues until the interstate placement is
legally terminated due to the child:
e Returning to their home state;
e beingGuardianship with the placement resource is established
Being legally adopted;
reachingReaching the age of majority;-er
dischargingDischarging with appropriate concurrence offrom the receiving state.

The sending agency shall submit a completed 100B form to the sending state’s ICPC
Officeoffice as soon as possible, but no later than 3 businessworking days, when a placement
ends for any of the following reasons:
e Thereceiving state requested the return of the child.
The sending state requested the return of the child.
There is a placement disruption.
The child was transferred to another state.
The child reached the age of majority.
The sending state terminated custody.
The placement request was withdrawn.
The child is missing from out-of-home care.
Action/Treatmenttreatment was completed.
Legal custody of the child was returned.
Guardianship with the placement resource was established
The 100A approval expired.
Adoption was finalized.
Death of the child.

Regulation 1 and 7 Denial After Provisional Placement Approval

The receiving state may issue a final denial of a home study request following an initial or
provisional approval of a proposed resource after the child has already been placed. -In this
circumstance, the receiving state may order the sending state to arrange for the return of the
child-as-scon-aspessible,orpropose-a-newresource-, The sending agency is responsible for
the planning and return of the child, including physical transportation of the child back to the
sending state within 5 working days of the notification being given.

Placement Disruption of an Approved Placement
If a placement disrupts following placement of the child in the receiving state and the
receiving state orders the sending state to bring the child back to the sending state, the
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sending state shall return the child within 5 businessworking days from the date of notice for
removal, unless otherwise agreed upon between the sending and receiving states’ ICPC
offices. -The sending agency is responsible for the planning and return of the child, including
physical transportation of the child back to the sending state. -The receiving state can
withdraw the request for removal if the sending state employs services to resolve the reason
and both ICPC offices agree to the plan.

An ICPC caseplacement cannot be closed until the sending state ICPC Officeoffice receives a
100B from the sending agency. The receiving state agency must continue supervision until
the receiving state ICPC office receives the 100b from the sending state ICPC office.

If a CPS or services report is made regarding a child placed in Wisconsin through an approved
ICPC, the county agency responding to the report shall respond to the report in the same
manner as it would for any other child residing in the receiving state. If the CPS or service
report involves an open ICPC case, this shall not be linked to the existing ICPC case in
eWiSACWIS. A new case should be created in eWiSACWIS, and all work related to the CPS or
Service report should be conducted in the new case record and kept separate from the ICPC
case record.

The child welfare professional involved in the investigation should contact the assigned
Wisconsin ICPC specialist to notify them of the report as soon as possible and advise them of
any subsequent actions that have been taken or are needed to address the allegations. The
Wisconsin ICPC specialists will contact the sending state ICPC office and notify them of the
concerns and any actions taken or actions necessary. If it is determined that the child cannot
remain in the current placement and if the sending state cannot move the child at the time of
this determination, the receiving state shall place the child in a safe and appropriate setting in
the receiving state until the sending state can make arrangements for the child’s return to
their state, if warranted.

The sending agency has the responsibility to case plan and take timely action in response to
any reports of abuse or neglect. The receiving state shall help the sending state find a
suitable placement, and if it is in the best interests of the child, request the child be returned
to the sending state.
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See the e WISACWIS Quick Reference GuideSee the eWiSACWIS Quick Reference Guide on the
DCF Knowledge Web for information about ICPC Documentation in eWiSACWIS.

Other Compacts

There are three other compacts that requlate certain types of interstate placements of children
or components of those placements.

Interstate Compact for Juveniles (ICJ)

The Interstate Compact for Juveniles (ICJ) process is used for Juveniles in Need of Protection
or Services (JIPS), Deferred Prosecutions, Consent Decrees, and Delinquency cases. The ICJ is
an agreement between states that has the force of federal law. The ICJ provides for the
supervision of youths on probation and parole that move across state lines. It also assists
states in returning youth who run away, escape, or abscond across state lines.

For additional information on the ICJ process, please refer to s. 938.999, Stats. and the
Department of Corrections (DOC) website.
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Interstate Compact on Adoption and Medical Assistance (ICAMA)

The Interstate Compact on Adoption and Medical Assistance (ICAMA) is an agreement
between and among its member states that enables them to coordinate the provision of
medical benefits and services to children receiving Adoption Assistance in interstate cases.
The compact, which has the force of law within and among party states, provides a
framework for uniformity and consistency in administrative procedures when a child with
special needs is adopted by a family from another state, or the adoptive family moves to
another state. For more information, please visit www.aaicama.org.

The DCF ICAMA specialist works closely with the Wisconsin ICPC specialists to ensure that
children placed across state lines have appropriate Medicaid Certification and Coverage.

The Interstate Compact on Mental Health (ICMH)

The Interstate Compact on Mental Health (ICMH) permits the transfer of children and adults
with mental illness from a public institution in one state to a public institution in another
state. It may also be used to secure publicly provided aftercare services in another state. A
patient transferred through this Compact becomes the responsibility of the receiving state.

For additional information on the ICMH process, please refer to Wis. Stat. s. 51.87. Or visit the
Department of Health Services website for contact information.
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Other State Resources

The differences in laws, regulations, and policies across the nation make it difficult to keep
track of requirements for specific ICPC requests. -A webpage has been created to assist with
information sharing about each state’s requirements.- This information is only updated
periodically, but may be a helpful resource to understand other states’ requirements:
http://icpcstatepages.org/

Out-of-Hemehome Care Placement in Settings Certified as Qualified Residential
Treatment Programs (QRTP)

A qualified residential treatment program (QRTP) is a congregate care setting specifically
intended for children and youth with complex mental health, emotional, or behavioral needs.
Out-of-home placements in a QRTP should be utilized only when children and-yeuth-cannot
receive the appropriate services in thea licensed or unlicensed foster home-ef-theirparent;

7 )

The intent of the creation of placement settings that are certified as a QRTP is to ensure
children and-youth-placed in these settings receive quality care and treatment to meet their
mental health, emotional, and behavioral needs. Placement settings certified as a QRTP must
be accredited, use a trauma-informed treatment model, and employ registered or licensed
nursing staff and other licensed clinical staff, among other requirements. Children placed in a
QRTP must be assessed prior to or within 30 days of placement to determine if their needs can
be met through placement with relatives/like-kin, in a licensed foster home, or in a less
restrictive setting. It is the agency’s responsibility to submit the necessary paperwork to the
court within 30 days of the child’s placement in a QRTP, or sooner in some situations, so that a
court order with QRTP findings can be obtained. The court must approve or disapprove the
QRTP placement within 60 days from the time of placement, and the agency with placement
and care responsibility must continue to demonstrate at each permanency plan review or
hearing that the QRTP placement is beneficial to the child-eryeuth.
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All Wisconsin children and youth deserve to be safe and loved members of thriving families and
communities, and the Wisconsin child welfare system is committed to elevating quality care for
all children placed in congregate care settings. These efforts aim to successfully keep children
placed in our state, ensuring that they are served in an appropriate setting based on their needs,
and in an environment that is trauma- informed.

Applicability

A child-eryeouth is considered to be in “out-of-home care” if the agency has placement and
care responsibility for the child eryeuth-whether placed under a voluntary placement
agreement (under SWis. Stat. s. 48.63 or §938.63)-crthrough a court order. This includes a

Chl|d oryouth-who is placed by the agency with relatlveser—eruFt—thdeFed—lQnsm&GaFe

ea;eLFespen&mMyL/hke kln It does not mcIude a ch|Id er—yeu#pwho is ||V|ng W|th

relatives/like-kin (or caregivers other than their parents) but who is not under the placement
and care responsibility of the agency.

This does not include care provided in a securedjuvenile correctional facility as defined under
§Wis. Stat. s. 938.02(15m). It also does not include youth who are on a 72-hour hold or a

sanction at a shelter care facility.

This pelieystandard applies to out-of-home care placements of children and youth in
placement settings that are certified as a qualified residential-treatment program
(QRTR).QRTP. The agency with placement and care responsibility must ensure that all
placements in a QRTP comply with this pelieystandard. An agency is considered to have the
placement and care responsibility of a child eryeuth-when they are removed from their home
by the Bepartmentdepartment or an agency, or when a court enters an order placing a child-er
youth in out-of-home care, whichever occurs first.

Purpose
The purpose of this pelieystandard is to:

e Define placement settings certified as qualified residential treatment programs.
e Establish requirements for placements in QRTP facilities, including parameters for
child welfare professionals to ensure the following requirements are met:
o Family permanency team
Child and Adolescent Needs and Strengths (CANS) assessment
Recommendation of the agency for placement in a QRTP
CourtSeeking court approval of the QRTP placement
Continued demonstration of the appropriateness of placement in a QRTP
Extended QRTP placement
e Establish requirements for documenting the QRTP placement in eWiSACWIS.

O O O O O

Ongoing Services Standards 375 Additional OHC Policies



Qualified Residential Treatment Program Defined

A-gualified residential-treatment program-(QRTP)A QRTP means a residential care center for

children and youth, group home, or shelter care facility certified under Wis. Stat. s. 48.675.
The department may certify a residential care center for children and youth, group home, or
shelter care facility to operate a qualified residential treatment program if it determines that
the program meets the requirements of a QRTP as established in Ch. 61 Admin. Code.

Family Permanency Team

If a child-eryeuth is placed in a setting certified as a QRTP, the agency with placement and
care responsibility is required to assemble a family permanency team for the child. If the child
oryouth-is an Indian child, the tribal werkerchild welfare professional must be invited to
participate in the family permanency team. Family permanency teams, consisting of family
members, professionals, and others who are a resource for the child, participate in the
assessment and placement decision-making process, as well as permanency planning.

If the child eryeuth-is an Indian child, the agency has the responsibility for complying with the
Indian Child Welfare Act/Wisconsin Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA/WICWA), including but

not limited to the active efforts and placement preference requirements. For further
information about ICWA/WICWA requirements, refer to the Wisconsin Child Welfare
Profes3|onal Development System s MGWAthneReseureeat

e/ WICWA Online

Resource
Definition and Members

The child welfare professional for the child eryeuth-shall, at a minimum, invite the below
individuals to participate in the team-fthechild's permanency-goalisreunification,theFamily
Permanency Team. The child’s parent{s)/guardians must provide input on the members of
the family permanency team. The child welfare professional may also invite others to
participate in the team at the child welfare professional’s discretion. If the child-eryeuth is an
Indian child, the child welfare professional must request input on the members of the family
permanency team from the tribal werker.child welfare professional, this includes:

e Theyouth, if age 14 or above.

e The child’s parents/guardians

e All-appropriate biological or adoptive family members, relatives, and like-kin of the
child eryeuth;(includes an individual who is or previously was the child’s licensed
foster parent), as determined by the agency.

e Appropriate professionals who serve as a resource for the family of the child-eryeuth,
such as teachers, medical or mental health providers who have treated the child,
clergy, or spiritual leaders.

o Others |dent|f|ed by a ch|Id er—yeuiebrover the age of 14—wh+el%meledes449¥me#e¢han

we#a;eqereies&enel— The ch|Id welfare professmnal may rejecto b|ectt oa person
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selected by the child if the agency has good cause to believe that the person would
not act in the best interests of the child.

e If the child eryeouth-is an Indian child, the child-eryouth’schild’s Indian custodian,
tribal werker,child welfare professional and extended family members as defined by

Wis. Stat. s. 48.028(2)(am).

The child welfare professional shall determine the appropriateness of each person’s
participation in the team. This determination must be driven by the underlying needs and
safety concerns of the child eryeuth-and their family. If the child eryouth-is an Indian child,
the tribal werkerchild welfare professional must be invited to participate and provide input on
the members of the team. The child welfare professional may object to an individual’s
participation if the agency has good cause to believe that the person would not act in the best
interests of the child. If the child-eryeuth is an Indian child, the child welfare professional
shall make active efforts to make this determination in partnership with the tribal werker.child

welfare professional. The child's child welfare professional shall make a reasonable and good
faith effort to identify and include all required individuals on the family permanency team.

Timeframe Requirements

The initial family permanency team meeting may be held prior to a child-eryouth’schild’s
placement in a QRTP, but no greater than 30 days after the date of placement in the QRTP.
The team meetings shall be held at a time and place convenient for the family to the extent
possible.

Initial Family Permanency Team Meetings
The purpose of the initial family permanency team meeting is to:

e Engage the family in the case planning process.

Participate in and gather information for completion of the child-eryouth’schild’s Child
and Adolescent Needs and Strengths (CANS) assessment.

Discuss services that may be provided through placement in the QRTP.

Identify the family’s strengths and underlying needs.

Identify the family’s goals.

Establish appropriate timeframes for the achievement of goals.
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e Identify the plan for meeting the family’s underlying needs.

¢ Identify services needed to address the underlying needs.

e Identify the preferred placement setting for the child-eryeuth, which should include a
recognition that a child should be placed with their siblings whenever possible unless
the court determines that a joint placement would be contrary to the safety or
well-being of the child or any of those siblings.

Subsequent Meetings

Subsequent family permanency team meetings shall be held at a frequency determined by the
team with the approval of the child welfare professional, and should remain consistent, as
long as the child eryouth-remains placed in a QRTP. The purpose of subsequent team
meetings is to:

e Continue engaging the family in the case planning process.

e Continue to gather information for subsequent CANS assessments.

e Track and adjust the permanency-plan-Permanency Plan.

e Clarify team member roles and responsibilities.

e Evaluate the effectiveness of services, including those through placement in the
QRTP.

e Evaluate progress towards change.

¢ Inform and update team members on progress with and changes to the goals or
plans.

¢ Identify the ongoing preferred placement setting for the child-eryeuth, which should
include a recognition that a child should be placed with their siblings whenever
possible unless the court determines that a joint placement would be contrary to the
safety or well-being of the child or any of those siblings.

Similar to child and family team meetings, family permanency teams engage families in
permanency planning. Family permanency team meetings use a strengths and needs based,
solution-focused approach that incorporates the values and principles of family centeredness,
respectful interaction, cultural responsiveness, and partnership. These team meetings should
be used to determine the appropriateness of a QRTP placement for the child-eryouth, and
whether a QRTP placement is the placement that will provide the child with the most effective
and appropriate level of care in the least restrictive environment.

The size, composition, function, and goals of the family permanency team should be driven by
the underlying needs and safety concerns of the family. The group of individuals that comprise
the team should be identified by the family, the child welfare professional, the tribal werkerchild
welfare professional, informal/formal supports, out-of-home caregiverscare providers, and
service providers. All identified team members should be committed to the family’s goals and
invested in change.
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Requirements for Placement in a Qualified Residential Treatment Program

An out-of-home care placement in a setting certified as a QRTP should be utilized only when

children and youth cannot receive the appropriate services in the-home-oftheirparent;
guardianIndian-custodian-oranotherhomea family-like setting. The intent of the creation of

QRTP placement settings is to ensure children and youth receive quality care and treatment
to meet their mental health, emotional, and behavioral needs. The agency with placement and
care responsibility must assess and determine if placement in a QRTP is the most
appropriate level of care for the child, or if the child's needs can be met through placement
with relatives/like-kin, in a licensed foster home, or in a less restrictive setting. The-child’s
child welfare professional should ensure, prior to placement, that the QRTP facility will
provide the most appropriate, evidence-based interventions for the child, and that it will be
used for the shortest amount of time necessary to achieve the child’s treatment and service
goals. For an Indian child, the child welfare professional shall make this determination in
partnership with the tribal werkerchild welfare professional and take into consideration the
availability of culturally appropriate services.

All placements in a QRTP must comply with the requirements set forth below.
QRTP Placement Determination

The agency with placement and care responsibility is required to determine the
appropriateness of a child-eryouth’schild’s placement in a QRTP to ensure the child will
receive treatment and care services that are appropriate to their level of need. When
determining the appropriateness of a placement in a QRTP, the child welfare professional
must:

e Assess the needs and strengths of the child eryeuth-through completion of the Child
and Adolescent Needs and Strengths (CANS) tool.

The professional shall use the information gathered in the CANS assessment for all the
following:

e Determine the level of need for the child-eryouth.

e Determine whether the child-eryouth’schild's needs can be met through placement
with the child’s relatives/like-kin, in a licensed foster home, or in a less restrictive
setting. A shortage or lack of foster homes is not an acceptable reason for
determining that the child’s needs cannot be met in a foster home.

e Evaluate the match between the knowledge, skills, services, and abilities of the QRTP
provider and the needs and strengths of the child-eryeuth. This evaluation shall be
used to determine whether the QRTP placement will provide the child with the most
effective and appropriate level of care in the least restrictive environment.

e Assistin the development of services and supports, and short-term and long-term

goals, for the child-eryouth.

e Determine whether the QRTP placement is consistent with the short-term and

long-term goals for the child-eryeuth, as specified in their permanency
planPermanency Plan.
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Timeframe for Determination of QRTP Placement

The agency with placement and care responsibility shall complete the CANS and make a
determination about the appropriateness of a QRTP placement prior to making the placement
but no more than 30 days prior to placement in a setting certified as a QRTP,-unless-the

placementis-made-on-an-emergency-basis.. If the CANS was unable to be completed prior to

placement-is-made-on-an-emergency-basis, the assessment and determination shall be
completed within 30 days of the child-eryouth’schild’s placement in a QRTP.

This determination must be made each time a child eryeuth-is placed in a QRTP, and any
time a child’s placement is changed from one QRTP to a new QRTP.

The CANS is an assessment process and tool used to identify the needs and strengths of the
child-eryeuth, determine the ability of the out-of-home care provider to meet the child’s needs,
and evaluate the stability of a child’s placement. The results of the CANS are also used to
determine the level of need for the child; generally, the higher the level of need, the more
complex the needs of the child.

The information gathered in the CANS assessment is used to inform decisions regarding a
placement at a level of care that is appropriate to meet the child-eryouth’schild’s level of need.
However, a child’s level of need does not mean they must be placed with a specmc prowder or
level of care. - 3 -
er—h4gher—man4heeh#de4e¥elreﬁneed—A ch|Id may be served ata IeveI of care that is Iower than
their identified level of need if the agency can show that services and supports are provided to
address the identified needs of the child, as well as the provider.

The family permanency team should also be engaged in this process. The team should be
consulted to assist in determining if the child’s needs can be met by placement in a less
restrictive setting, or if placement in the QRTP will meet the identified preferred placement of
the family permanency team. For an Indian child, the child welfare professional shall work
collaboratively with the tribal werkerchild welfare professional and take into consideration the

availability of culturally appropriate services.

Documentation

If the child welfare professional determines that the QRTP placement is the most appropriate
placement for the child-eryeouth, the following must be documented in the child’s
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Permanency Plan Addendum for Placement in a Setting Certified as a Qualified Residential
Treatment Program (QRTP), DCF-F-5479, in eWiSACWIS:

Recommended QRTP placement provider for the child-eryeuth, as determined by the
agency with placement and care responsibility.

Documentation of the reasonable and good faith efforts to identify and include all
required individuals on the family permanency team.

The contact information for the members of the family permanency team.
Information showing that the meetings of the family permanency team were held at a
time and place convenient for the family to the extent possible.

If reunification is the ehild-eryeouth’schild's permanency goal, information
demonstrating that the parent/guardian from whom the child was removed provided
input on the members of the family permanency team, or why that input was not
obtained.

Information showing that the CANS assessment was completed in conjunction with
the family permanency team.

The preferred placement of the family permanency team, including a recognition that
a child eryeuth-should be placed with their siblings unless the court determines that a
joint placement would be contrary to the safety or well-being of the child or any of
those siblings. For a child who is an Indian child, this must also include a statement as
to whether the Indian child’'s placement complies with the order of placement
preferences under Wis. Stat. s. 48.028(7)(b)-Stats-).

If the preferred placement of the family permanency team is not the placement
recommended by the child welfare professional, the reasons why the team’s
preferences were not recommended.

Reasons why the needs of the child eryouth-cannot be met through placement with a
relative/like-kin or in a licensed foster home. A shortage or lack of licensed foster
homes is not an acceptable reason for determining that the needs of the child cannot
be met in a licensed foster home.

Evidence that the placement in a QRTP is the setting that will provide the most
effective and appropriate level of care in the least restrictive environment.

Description of how the QRTP placement is consistent with the short- term and
long-term goals for the child-eryeuth.

The child’s Permanency Plan Addendum for Placement in a Setting Certified as a Qualified

Residential Treatment Program-(QRTP) must be submitted to the court with the results of the
child-eryouth’schild’'s CANS assessment, no later than 30 days after the date on which the

placement is made (or earlier if required by court/statutory timelines).

Court Review and Finding

The placement of a child-eryeuth in a QRTP requires the court’s review and a judicial finding
either approving or disapproving of the placement within 60 days of the start of a child’s
placement in a QRTP. The court must consider the results of the child-oryouth’schild’s CANS
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assessment and the QRTP placement determination made by the agency with placement and
care responsibility. Based on this information, the court must determine if the child's needs
can be met in a less restrictive placement setting, and either approve or disapprove the QRTP
placement.

The request for the court’s review and finding must follow the procedures and notice
requirements set forth in statutes, Chs. 48 and 938, Stats.

Court Review Documentation

The agency with placement and care responsibility shall provide the following information to
the court for theirits review no later than 30 days after the date on which the placement is
made (or earlier if required by court/statutory timelines):

e Copy of the child-eryouth’schild’s most recent CANS assessment.

e Recommended QRTP placement provider for the child-eryouth, as determined by the
agency with placement and care responsibility.

e Reasons why the needs of the child eryeuth-cannot be met through placement with a
relative/like-kin or in a licensed foster home. A shortage or lack of licensed foster
homes is not an acceptable reason for determining that the needs of the child cannot
be met in a licensed foster home.

e Evidence that the placement in a QRTP is the setting that will provide the most
effective and appropriate level of care in the least restrictive environment.

e Description of how the QRTP placement is consistent with the short- term and
long-term goals for the child-eryeuth.

e The preferred placement of the family permanency team, including a recognition that
a child-eryeuth should be placed with their siblings unless the court determines that a
joint placement would be contrary to the safety or well-being of the child or any of
those siblings. For a child who is an Indian child, this must also include a statement as
to whether the Indian child’'s placement complies with the order of placement
preferences under Wis. Stat. s. 48.028(7)(b)-Stats-).

o If the preferred placement of the family permanency team is not the placement
recommended by the child welfare professional, the reasons why the team’s
preferences were not recommended.

This information shall be provided to the court on the Permanency Plan Addendum for
Placement in a Setting Certified as a Qualified Residential Treatment Program (QRTP), DCF-F-
5479-¢, for the child-eryouth-. The agency shall submit the QRTP Addendum along with the
Request for Qualified Residential Treatment Program Placement Findings form and the
Findings and Order for Qualified Residential Treatment Program Placement form to the court
for the court’s findings.

Court Finding
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The court shall make a finding either approving or disapproving the QRTP placement within
the timeframes set forth in statute. The court will review the child-eryouth’schild’s most
recent CANS assessment, and the information contained in the Permanency Plan Addendum
for Placement in a Setting Certified as a Qualified Residential Treatment Program (QRTP),
DCF-F-5479-e to determine the appropriateness of the placement in a QRTP for the child. The
court’s finding will include all the following:

e Whether the needs of the child eryeuth-can be met through placement in a foster
home.

¢ Whether placement of the child-eryeuth in a QRTP provides the most effective and
appropriate level of care for the child in the least restrictive environment.

e Whether the placement is consistent with the short-term and long-term goals for the
child-eryouth, as identified in the permanency planning.

e Whether the court approves or disapproves the placement.

The court’s findings with respect to the above items do not affect whether the placement may
be made by the agency with placement and care responsibility unless the court orders a
change of placement for the child-eryeouth.

Continued QRTP Placement

Placement of children and youth in facilities certified as a QRTP must be continually
assessed for the duration of the child-eryouth’schild’s placement to determine the ongoing
appropriateness of the placement setting. Placements in QRTPs should only continue to be
utilized when the child’s level of need justifies placement in a more restrictive setting and
when children cannot receive the appropriate services in the home of their parent/guardian,
guardian, Indian custodian, or another home-like setting. The agency with placement and care
responsibility must assess and determine ifwhether continued placement in a QRTP is the
most appropriate level of care for the child or if the child’'s needs can be met through
placement in a less restrictive setting.

Subsequent QRTP Placement Determination

The agency with placement and care responsibility is required to continue to determine the
appropriateness of a child-eryouth’schild’s placement in a QRTP to ensure the child is
receiving treatment and care services that are appropriate to their level of need. For an Indian
child, the child welfare professional shall work collaboratively with tribal werkerchild welfare
professional and take into consideration the availability of culturally appropriate services.
When determining the continued appropriateness of a placement in a QRTP, the child welfare
professional must:

e Assess the needs and strengths of the child eryeuth-through completion of the Child
and Adolescent Needs and Strengths (CANS) tool. The agency shall reassess each
child and the child’s out-of-home care provider within six months after the child’s last
determination or re-determination.
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The child welfare professional shall use the information gathered in the CANS assessment
for all the following:

e Determine the level of need for the child-eryouth.

e Determine whether the ongoing assessment of the child-eryouth’schild’s needs
continues to support the determination that the needs of the child cannot be met
through placement with the child’s family/like-kin, in a licensed foster home, orin a
less restrictive setting. A shortage or lack of foster homes is not an acceptable reason
for determining that the child-eryouth’schild’s needs cannot be met in a foster home.

e Evaluate the continued match between the knowledge, skills, services, and abilities of
the QRTP provider and the needs and strengths of the child-eryeuth. This evaluation
shall be used to determine whether the QRTP placement continues to provide the child
oryouth-with the most effective and appropriate level of care in the least restrictive
environment.

e Determine whether the QRTP placement continues to be consistent with the short-
term and long-term goals for the child-eryeouth, as specified in their permanency plan.

e Review the specific treatment and service goals for the child eryouth-that will be met
through placement in the QRTP and adjust the goals, if necessary.

Subsequent Determination Timeframe

The agency with placement and care responsibility shall make ongoing determinations about
the continued appropriateness of the child-eryouth’schild’s QRTP placement at each
permanency-planPermanency Plan review or hearing for the child if the child continues to be
placed in a QRTP.

Documentation

The information contained in the Permanency Plan Addendum for Placement in a Setting

Certified as a Qualified Residential TreatmentProgram-(QRTP);, DCF-F-5479-¢, for the child o
youth-must be included in the child’'s permanenecy-plan-Permanency Plan. In addition, the

following must be documented in the child-eryouth’s permanency-planchild’s Permanency
Plan in eWiSACWIS and provided to the court or review panel at the child's next permanency

planPermanency Plan hearing or review:

e Copy of the child-eryouth’schild’'s most recent CANS assessment.

e Description of how the ongoing CANS assessment for the child eryeuth-continues to
support the child’s placement in a QRTP.

e Reasons why the needs of the child eryeuth-cannot be met through placement with a
relative/like-kin or in a licensed foster home. A shortage or lack of licensed foster
homes is not an acceptable reason for determining that the needs of the child cannot
be met in a licensed foster home.

e Evidence that the placement in a QRTP is the setting that will provide the most
effective and appropriate level of care in the least restrictive environment.

e Description of how the QRTP placement is consistent with the short- term and
long-term goals for the child-eryeuth.

e The specific treatment or service needs that will be met for the child-eryeouth in the
placement and the length of the time the child is expected to need the treatment or
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services. For an Indian child, information must be provided about the culturally
appropriate treatment or services that will be provided.

e The efforts made by the agency to prepare the child eryouth-to return home or to be
placed with a fitand-willing-relative/like-kin, a guardian, or an adoptive parent, orin a
foster home.

¢ Documentation of the determination and approval or disapproval of the QRTP
placement made by the court.

The decision to place a child-eryeuth in a congregate care facility can have a lasting impact on
the quality of a child’s permanent relationships, cultural identity, and sense of self. All children
need consistent, nurturing adults in their lives to form healthy attachments and to develop
positive socio-emotional skills. While some children may benefit from the specialized treatment
services available in congregate care placements, these facilities will lack the lifelong
connections that children need. Safety;-stability, and permanence are essential for all children
involved with the child welfare system no matter the circumstances.

The use of congregate care as a placement resource, including facilities certified as a QRTP,
should be a temporary tool to provide specialized treatment services for children and youth.
These facilities are not intended to be utilized for long-term placements, and children should
only remain in this placement setting for the duration of their need for treatment and services.
Children should be transitioned to a less restrictive setting as soon as their treatment and
service goals have been met. The placing agency child welfare professional should work
collaboratively with the facility to plan for the child’s transition and discharge from the facility,
including planning for aftercare services. For an Indian child, the child welfare professional must
also work collaboratively with the tribal werkerchild welfare professional in planning for the
child-eryouth’schild’s transition and discharge. Transition preparation must identify and
address long-term needs consistent with the child's age and development. The placing agency
child welfare professional must assess the child’s preparation, as well as their caregiver(s), for
discharge and the need for any additional or ongoing services. The child welfare professional
shall ensure that the transition is known and agreed to with others involved in implementing the
transition plan.

Additionally, the agency with placement and care responsibility must assist and prepare the
child eryeuth-for discharge from the facility, which may also include a transition to
permanence. Healthy relationships and supportive individuals, including caregivers, friends, and
other adults in the community are extremely important to older youth, as is providing
opportunities for the youth to practice life-skills. Mechanisms to ensure that youth are involved
in the decisions affecting their lives is extremely important and youth must have a voice in
making these decisions.

Older youth are in a crucial transition phase toward self-sufficiency, both within the scope of
independent living (IL) services and more broadly. Youth who are in court-ordered out-of-home
care for a minimum of six (6) months after the age of 14 are eligible for IL and the agency with
placement and care responsibility must fulfill the IL requirements detailed in these standards.

For youth who will discharge directly from out-of-home care at age 18 or older, the agency with

placement and care responsibility must facilitate the youth’s transition process, including but
not limited to completion of their Independent Living Transition to Discharge (ILTD) plan, as
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detailed in Chs:Wis. Stats. ss. 48.385(1) and 938.385(1). Transition planning shall include family
members and other supportive individuals crucial to the youth’s stability and well-being beyond
their time in care, such as the youth'’s parent-er, Indian custodian, legal guardian,substitute
caregiver, Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA), attorney, service providers, Transition
Resource Agency (TRA) worker, and others the youth determines are important individuals who
can assist in the transition to independence.

Extended QRTP Placements

Any child who is placed in a QRTP for more than twelve (12) consecutive months or eighteen
nenconsecutive(18) non-consecutive months (or, in the case of a child under age thirteen, for
more than six consecutive or nonconsecutive months), the head of the child welfare placing
agency must provide approval for ongoing placement. The approval must document all of the
following:

e The most recent documentation and evidence of the following:

o The ongoing CANS assessment of the needs and strengths and-of the child-er
youth, which continues to support the determination that the child’s needs
cannot be met through placement in a foster home.

o Evidence that the placement in a QRTP provides the most effective and
appropriate level of care for the child-eryeuth.

o Information that the placement is consistent with the short- and long-term
goals for the child-eryeuth, as specified in the child’'s permanency
planPermanency Plan.

o Documentation of the specific treatment needs that will be met for the child-er
youth in the QRTP placement and the length of time the child is expected to
need the treatment or services.

o For an Indian child, whether or not the specific treatment or services are
culturally appropriate. Efforts made by the agency to prepare the child to return

home or to be placed with a relative/like-kin or in a foster home.

The approval shall only be provided for the child-eryouth’schild’s extended placement in the
QRTP if their treatment and service needs have not yet been met through placement in the
QRTP. A lack or shortage of available placements in a less restrictive setting is not an
acceptable reason to allow for the extended QRTP placement.
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS

“Acknowledged father” means a man who has filed an acknowledgment of paternity of a child
with the State Registrar under Wis. Stat. s. 69.15(3)(b)3-Stats—. This requires that both the
mother and father sign a statement acknowledging paternity on a form provided by the State
Registrar. -If a parent is under the age of 18 years, the parent of that mother or father must also
sign.- The filed statement acknowledging paternity is a conclusive determination and has the
same effect as a judgment of paternity. [Ref. Wis. Stat. s. 767.62-Stats]]

Note: The acknowledgement form is entitled “Wisconsin Voluntary Paternity Acknowledgment”.
Filing a correctly completed form with the State Registrar will result in the father's name being
added to the child’s birth certificate. -The State Registrar manages the Vital Records Section of
the Department’s Bureau of Health Information and Policy.

“Adjudicated father” means a man whom the court has determined to be the father through a
judicial process; and has entered an order or judgment of paternity. -[Ref. Wis. Stat. s. 767.51;

Stats]

“Age or developmentally appropriate activities” means activities that are generally accepted as
suitable for children of a given chronological age or level of maturity or that are determined to
be developmentally appropriate for a child based on the cognitive, emotional, physical, and
behavioral capacities that are typical for children of a given age or age group, or in the case of a
specific child, activities that are suitable for the child based on the cognitive, emotional,
physical, and behavioral capacities of that child.

“Agency” refers to either a county agency or the department.

“Alleged father” means a man whom the mother states she believes is the father or a man who
claims he is the father of a child but has not been legally determined to be the father.

"Child welfare professional’ means the social worker or other professional staff person, under
Wis. Stats. ss. 48.067, 48.069, 938.067, and 938.069, Stats--assigned by the agency to provide
general case supervision, to make child removal and placement decisions, or to provide case
management for a child under the care or supervision of the agency. -Child welfare professional
can include; but is not limited to: a tribal child welfare professional, facility caseweorkerchild
welfare professional, treatment foster care child welfare professional, out-of-state child welfare
professional, collaborative child welfare professional, contracted staff, or contracted aftercare
staff.

“Child” means a person who is under the age of 18, or is a person aged 18 years who came into
the supervision of the agency when under the age of 18, remains under the jurisdiction of the
court, and is enrolled full-time in a high school program or its vocational or technical equivalent
and is expected to graduate or complete his-or-hertheir course of study by age 19. -For purposes
of this pelieystandard, unless otherwise specified, “child” includes a “juvenile” as defined in
§:Wis. Stats. ss. 938.02-(10m) or 938.57-(3).

387387



“Culturally responsive” means treating children, youth, and their families with fairness and
equity and providing services to them within the context of their identities, communities, tribes,
histories, cultures, and traditions. See WI's Child Welfare Model, click here.

“Fit and willing relative” means a relative, as defined in Wis. Stat. s. 48.02(15)-Stats;), of the
child who successfully completes a background check under Wis. Stat. s. 48.685,-Stats-; who
has expressed a willingness to provide care for the child until the child is 18 years of age, who
has the physical, emotional, and mental capacity to provide for the child until the child's 18™
birthday, and who has the willingness and capacity to protect the child from maltreatment.

“Household member” means any person living in the same home regardless of whether they are
related, and it does not matter if the person resides in the home part-time or full-time.

“Imminent” refers to the belief that dangerous family behaviors, conditions, or situations will
remain active or become active within the next several days to a couple of weeks and will have
an impact on the child within that timeframe. -This is consistent with a degree of certainty or
inevitability that danger and harm are possible, even likely, outcomes without intervention.

“Indian child” means any unmarried person who is under age-eighteen years of age and is
either:

(a)- A member of a federally recognized Indian tribe, band, or community, or

(b)- Is both eligible for membership in a federally recognized tribe, band, or community and is
the biological child of a member of the tribe, band, or community.

“Indian Child’s Tribe” means (a) The Indian tribe in which an Indian child is a member or eligible
for membership, or (b) In the case of an Indian child who is a member of or eligible for members
in more than one tribe, the Indian tribe with which the Indian child has the more significant
contacts [Wis. Stat. s. 48.02(8m)].

“Indian Custodian” means an Indian person who has legal custody of an Indian child under
tribal law or custom or under state law or to whom temporary physical care, custody, and
control has been transferred by the parent of the child [Wis. Stat. s. 48.02(8p)].

“Indian Tribe” means any Indian tribe, band, nation, or other organized group or community of
Indians that is recognized as eligible for the services provided to Indians by the U.S. Secretary of
the Interior because of Indian status, including any Alaska native village, as defined in 43 USC
1602(c) and Wis. Stat. s. 48.02(8r).

“In-home safety plan” refers to safety management so that safety services, actions, and
responses assureensure a child can be kept safe in his/her own home.- In-home safety plans
include activities and services that may occur within the home or outside the home; but
contribute to the child remaining home.- People participating in in-home safety plans may be
responsible for what they do inside or outside the child’s home. -An in-home safety plan
primarily involves the home setting and the child's location within the home as central to the
safety plan, however, in-home safety plans can also include periods of separation of the child
from the home and may even contain an out-of-home placement option such as on weekends

(e.g., respite). {See- GRS Safety-Intervention-Standards - Appendix8)-
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“KIDS”, is the child support information managementdata system operated by the Wisconsin
Department of Weorkferce DevelopmentChildren and Families, Division of Families and
Economic Security, Bureau of Child Support. -Child welfare agency staff should consult BCES
Information-Memo-2006-19their local child support office for guidanceregarding-access
teassistance accessing KIDS for child welfare purposes.- KIDS automatically accesses a large
number of state and federal databases on a regular and frequent basis to update information.
KIDS can provide information on the identification and location of parents, including alleged

fathers—See-Appendix2foralistingof databases-accessed by KIDS.

“Like-kin” means an individual who has a significant emotional relationship with a child or the
child’s family that is similar to a familial relationship and who is not and has not previously been
the child’s licensed foster parent. For an Indian child, “like-kin” includes individuals identified by
the child’s tribe according to tribal tradition, custom or resolution, code, or law.

“Observable” refers to family behaviors, conditions or situations representing a danger to a
child that are specific, definite, real, can be seen, identified and understood and are subject to
being reported, named, and justified. -The criterion “observable” does not include suspicion,
intuitive feelings, difficulties in werkerchild welfare professional-family interaction, lack of
cooperation, or difficulties in obtaining information.

“Out-of-Control” refers to family behavior, conditions or situations which are unrestrained
resulting in an unpredictable and possibly chaotic family environment not subject to the
influence, manipulation, or ability within the family’s control. -Such out-of-control family
conditions pose a danger and are not being managed by anybody or anything internal to the
family system. -The family cannot or will not control these dangerous behaviors, conditions or
situations.

“Out-of-home care provider” refers to the foster parent, relative out-of-home care provider or
any other adult providing care in the placement home. -This includes adults who are being
considered as potential out-of-home care providers and actual eutOut-of-home care providers in
the course of placement.

“Parent”, as defined binin Wis. Stat. s. 48.02(13)-Stats.-), means either a biological parent, a
husband who has consented to the artificial insemination of his wife under s. 891.40, or a
parent by adoption. If the child is a non-marital child who is not adopted or whose parents do
not subsequently intermarry under Wis. Stat. s. 767.60, "parent” includes a person
acknowledged under Wis. Stat. s. 767.62-(1) or a substantially similar law of another state or
adjudicated to be the biological father.- “Parent” does not include any person whose parental
rights have been terminated.

For an Indian child, a “parent” means anya biological parent-erparents-of, an Indian child;
anyhusband who has consented to the artificial insemination of his wife under Wis. Stat. s.
891.40, or an Indian person who has lawfully adopted an Indian child, including adoptions under
tribal law or custom, and includes, in the case of a nonmarital child who is not adopted or
whose parents do not subsequently intermarry under Wis. Stat. s. 767.803, a person
conclusively determined from genetic test results to be the father under Wis. Stat. s. 767.804, a
person acknowledged under Wis. Stat. s. 767.805, a substantially similar law of another state, or

tribal law or custom to be the biological father or other person considered-to-be-aparentunder
such-definition-of the-affectedtribe—“Parent”adjudicated to be the biological father, but does
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not mcIude th&marwed—fa%hepwhereupa{te#miy—ha&ne%anv Derson whose parental rights have

been s AAyterminated.

“Presumed father” means a man assumed to be the father because he was married to the
mother at the time of the birth of the child, or they were subsequently married after the birth of
the child but had a relationship with one another during the time the child was conceived. -The
presumption of paternity can be rebutted— [Ref. Wis. Stat. s. 891.41(2),Stats])].

“Reasonable and Prudent Parenting Standard” means a standard for an out-of-home care
provider to use in making decisions concerning a child’s participation in age or developmentally
appropriate extra-curricular, enrichment, cultural, and social activities that is characterized by
careful and sensible parental decisions that maintain the health, safety, cultural, religious or
tribal considerations, and the best interests of the child while at the same time encouraging the
emotional and developmental growth of the child.

“Relative”, as defined in Wis. Stat. s. 48.02(15),-Stats;; means a parent, stepparent, brother,
sister, stepbrother, stepsister, half-brother, half-sister, brother-in-law, sister-in-law, first cousin,
first cousin once removed, second cousin, nephew, niece, uncle, aunt, step-uncle, step-aunt, or
any other person of a preceding generation as denoted by the prefix of grand, great, or great-
great, whether by blood, marriage, or legal adoption, or the spouse of any person named in this
subsection, even if the marriage is terminated by death or divorce. For purposes of placement
of a child, “relative” also includes a parent of a sibling of the child who has legal custody of that

sibling.

For an Indian child, a “Relative” also includes members-ofthean extended family member, as
defined in Wis. Stat. s. 48.028(2)(am), whether by theblood, marriage, or adoption, including
adoption under tribal law or customef—theJndmeth—s%b&er—m%heﬁabsene&ei—se%aweﬁ

“Severity” refers to the degree of harm that is possible or likely without intervention. -As far as
danger is concerned, the safety threshold is consistent with severe harm.- Severe harm includes
such effects as serious physical injury, disability, terror and extreme fear, impairment and death.
The danger threshold is also in line with family conditions that reasonably could result in harsh
and unacceptable pain and suffering for a vulnerable child. -In judging whether a behavior or
condition is a threat to safety, consider if the harm that is possible or likely within the next few
weeks has potential for severe harm, even if it has not resulted in such harm in the past. -In
addition to this application in the threshold, the concept of severity can also be used to describe
maltreatment that has occurred in the past.

“Sibling” means a person who is a brother or sister of the child, whether by blood, marriage, or
adoption including a person who was a brother or sister of a child before the person was
adopted or parental right to the person were terminated -[Ref. Wis. Stat. s. 483848.38(4)(br),
Stats])| This definition is for the purpose of placement in out-of-home care or placement for
adoption.

“Trial Reunification” means a period of 7 consecutive days or longer, but not exceeding 150
days, during which a child who is placed in an out-of-home placement under §-48.355,48.357
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§-Wis. Stats. ss. 48.355, 48.357. 938.355, or 938.357 resides in the home of a relative of the
child from which the child was removed or in the home of either of the child's parents for the
purpose of determining the appropriateness of changing the placement of the child to that
home.

“Trial Reunification Home” means the home in which in which a child resides during a trial
reunification.

“Vulnerable Child” refers to a child who is dependent on others for protection and is exposed to
circumstances that she-er-he-isthey are powerless to manage, and susceptible, accessible, and
available to a threatening person and/or persons in authority over them. Vulnerability is judged
according to age; physical and emotional development; ability to communicate needs; mobility;
size and dependence and susceptibility. -This definition also includes all young children from 0
- 6 and older children who, for whatever reason, are not able to protect themselves or seek help
from protective others.
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