Funding Opportunities for Early Care & Education Providers
The COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted the critical role the state’s early care and education (ECE) system plays for both families
and businesses alike. Now, more than ever, Wisconsin’s work to address pervasive challenges around equity, access, quality and
affordability within the ECE system are imperative to helping the state move forward. In addition to the nearly $236 million of
stimulus funding the Department of Children and Families has invested on child care, several other state agencies, including the
Department of Workforce Development (DWD) and the Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation (WEDC), are committed to
working together to help build a more sustainable future for Wisconsin’s ECE providers and families. The opportunities listed below
can be used to invest in worker training, move or expand existing child care centers, and cover the cost of COVID-related sick leave.
Funding / Opportunity

Child Care Counts: Stabilization Payment Program

IRS American Rescue
Plan (ARP) Tax Credit for
Reimbursement of Paid
Sick & Family Leave for
Employees due to
COVID-19 Including
COVID-19 Vaccinations

Lead
Agency

DCF

IRS

Funding
Amount

Funding Uses

Due Date

Link to Application

Monthly payments are available to
eligible to regulated providers. The
funds can be used to increase access to high-quality care and fund
workforce recruitment and retention efforts.

Monthly—
view online
calendar

https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/
covid-19/childcare/payments

The ARP tax credits are available
to eligible employers that pay sick
and family leave for leave from
April 1, 2021, through September
30, 2021.

https://www.irs.gov/
newsroom/employer-taxcredits-for-employee-paidleave-due-to-covid-19?
fbclid=IwAR11fSAjJjNmSYkZDpp0EtLAtiONhW50jyb39CWFHtwLNNjMQ4ja2FZpQ

Funding / Opportunity

Mainstreet Bounceback
Grants

Lead
Agency

WEDC

Funding
Amount

$10,000

Funding Uses

The Mainstreet Bounceback
Grants provide funding to new or
existing businesses and non-profit
organizations moving into vacant
properties in Wisconsin’s downtowns and commercial corridors.
Funds can be used to pay leases
or mortgages, operational expenses and other business costs related to the newly opened location.
The program is open to new or existing businesses opening a new
location or expanding operations
in a vacant commercial space as
of January 1, 2021.

Due Date

June 30,
2022

Link to Application

https://wedc.org/
programs-and-resources/
mainstreet-bouncebackgrants/

New opportunities for funding will be available in the coming year and beyond as the state continues its work to improve Wisconsin’s
early childhood system. To receive up-to-date information on funding opportunities and other ECE-related news, providers can sign
up for the Child Care Listserv at https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/childcare.

