Sample Newsletter Message for Get Kids Ready
Do you work with parents/caregivers of young children or child care providers? Maybe both? Use one of the below messages to help promote Get Kids Ready, a new, free program for 4-year-olds in child care to get school readiness instruction at their child care provider. Pick your message based on your primary audience or use the generic message at the end.
Sample Message for Child Care Providers
Suggested subject line/title: Submit Your Intent to Participate in Get Kids Ready
Making sure children have the skills to thrive in school and in life is important. Starting in 2026, Get Kids Ready is a new community-based school readiness initiative to support licensed and certified child care providers serving 4-year-olds. Child care providers who meet the eligibility criteria and decide to participate will receive payments for each 4-year-old participating in their school readiness program.
Child care providers who meet the below eligibility requirements can submit their Intent to Participate between January 6 - February 1:
· Are in compliance with all legal, financial, and regulatory requirements imposed by law or by Department of Children and Families (DCF) rule
· Will provide at least 437 hours of instruction in elementary school readiness per school year
· Use a curriculum that meets the Wisconsin Model Early Learning Standards
· Do not have a contract with a school district to provide 4K for the school year in which the provider intends to participate in Get Kids Ready
· Have lLead tTeachers delivering Get Kids Ready instruction with an associate degree or bachelor’s degree in any field of study
All child care providers who wish to participate in Get Kids Ready will first have to submit an Intent to Participate. The Intent to Participate will open January 6 and will close at 11:59 p.m. on February 1. There will be additional steps involved in the process, but child care providers cannot miss the Intent to Participate window and still participate in the 2026-27 Get Kids Ready School Year.
Additional information will be shared through the DCF Child Care Provider Listserv, Tuesday Talks, and the Get Kids Ready webpage for child care providers.
Sample Message for Parents/Caregivers
Suggested subject line/title: Get Your Kids Ready for Elementary School!
What is school readiness? In simple terms, school readiness means a child is ready to go to school. Get Kids Ready is a state-funded school readiness program that helps 4-year-olds prepare for the transition from child care or home to a school setting.
Teachers work at existing child care providers and focus on developing the academic, physical, social-emotional, self-help skills, and much more that kids will need to succeed in school.  	Comment by Paige, Gina M - DCF: same comment as the flyer
The state pays child care providers for the time kids spend in Get Kids Ready, making that part of the day free for families. 
A child is eligible to participate if: 
· They are 4-years-old on or before September 1 of the school year they plan 
to participate
· The child’s parent or guardian submits an application to participate in the program, on a form prepared by DCF, to a participating provider
· A participating child care provider has accepted the child’s application to attend Get Kids Ready
All child care providers who intend to participate in the 2026-27 school year will by posted to the DCF website by February 15, 2026. This list will be updated with verified providers by June 2, 2026. Parents/caregivers can find child care providers by visiting the DCF website. DCF also encourages families to speak with their current child care providers to see if they plan to offer Get Kids Ready for the 2026-27 school year.
Sample Generic Message
Suggested subject line/title: Wisconsin has a new program for school readiness!
Starting in July 2026, Get Kids Ready will be a new, free program for 4-year-olds in child care to get school readiness instruction at their child care provider. 
This new program will enhance school readiness instruction in participating child care providers, while state funding will make this program free for families. 
Child care providers participating in Get Kids Ready will:
· Use a curriculum that meets the Wisconsin Model Early Learning Standards
· Offer 437 hours of elementary school readiness instruction per year
· Have lLead tTeachers with an associate or bachelor’s degree
· Meet state expectations for child health, safety, and well-being 
Children must be 4-years-old by September 1, 2026, to participate in Get Kids Ready.
Are You a Child Care Provider?
Interested child care providers will need to submit an Intent to Participate between January 6 - February 1 to participate in Get Kids Ready! Learn about program eligibility, when to apply, and more!
Are You a Parent or Caregiver?
Your child care provider may offer Get Kids Ready in the 2026-27 school year. Learn about the program and how and when to apply! 


