
Present Danger & 
Possible/Likely Impending Danger 
Summary of Access 
Case Review Results (2015-2019)

At Access, it is important to 
obtain as much information 
as possible to determine if 
there are Present Danger 
Threats and/or possible or 
likely Impending Danger 
Threats in order to 
determine a response time 
sufficient to control threats 
to child safety.

An immediate, significant 
and clearly observable family 
condition that is actively 
occurring or ‘in process’ of 
occurring at the time of the 
receipt of the report and will 
likely result in severe harm to 
a child.

Present Danger:

Summary for Present Danger Threats: The review concluded that 
agencies’ practices were generally consistent with Standards in 
identifying and documenting Present Danger Threats at Access. 
Statewide, the percentage of Access reports that had identified Present 
Danger Threats consistent with Standards was 88% in 2015, 93% in 
2017, 85% in 2018, and 84% in 2019 (Figure 1).  Within the Balance of 
State, identifying and documenting present danger threats continues a 
downward trend.  In Milwaukee, the range from 2015 and 2019 is 84%-
92%.  

Summary for Possible/Likely Impending Danger Threats: The review 
concluded that agencies’ practices were generally consistent with 
Standards in identifying and documenting possible or likely Impending 
Danger Threats at Access.  Statewide, the percentage of Access reports 
that had identified possible or likely Impending Danger Threats 
consistent with Standards was 81% in 2015, 85% in 2017, 85% in 2018 
and 87% in 2019 (Figure 1).  The identification of possible or likely 
Impending Danger Threats in Milwaukee increased to a four-year high of 
95% in 2019. In the Balance of the State, the percentage of cases where 
possible or likely Impending Danger threats were identified and 
documented consistent with Standards was 83% in 2019 which is 
virtually unchanged from 2018

Possible/Likely 
Impending Danger:

A foreseeable state of danger 
in which family behaviors, 
attitudes, motives, emotions, 
and/or situations pose a threat, 
which may not be currently 
active, but can be anticipated to 
have severe effects on a child 
at any time in the near future.


