Why Arent W-2-Like
FoodShare

Assistance Groups
(W-2-LIEFSAGs)

on W-2?

Or,
W-2 Take-up Study



/

Background

Milwaukee County Board, 9-to-5 & UW researchers
November 2005 report
Only 25% very poor on W-2

DCEF leadership requested follow-up study



%V -2-Like FS AGs

Households
Receiving FoodShare
At least 1 minor child
No reported earnings

No reported unearned income
Not on W-2



// W-2-Like FS AGs
November 2008

Milwaukee 4518
Balance of State 8,090

Total 12,608
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Q Study objectives

Reasons why never apply
Reasons why drop out of application process
Reasons why don't re-apply

How W-2LFSAGs are similar to & different
from W-2 population

Size & location of potential W-2 population



Method

Convene workgroup

Mailed survey of W-2-LIEFSAGs

Follow-up phone interviews with
selected respondents

Analysis of administrative data



/ Reasons why W-2-LLFSAGs /

might not be on W-2

Lack of knowledge
Discouraged from applying
Told no cash grant

Time limits

Not worth effort

Receiving other income

Language barriers



Lack of knowledge

Unaware of W-2

Told program doesn't exist
Don't know how to apply

Don't know where to apply



Discouraged from applying

Told to apply elsewhere
Discouraged by staff
Unable to do job search
Trouble getting to office
W-2 not what expected
Bad experience with W-2
Don't like welfare




Told no cash grant

Formerly job ready got no cash grant
"Work first” requirement

Took too long to get cash



Time limits

Reached time limits

Don’t want to use clock



Not worth effort

Requirements not worth benefit

Don't think W-2 could help



Receiving other income

Thought could get job on own
Got job

Getting unreported income



Language barriers

Lack of bilingual resources

Infrequent languages



Survey Sample

Never on W-2 Once on W-2
Milwaukee 1,000 1,000
Balance of State 1,000 1,000




Wisconsin Works [W-2] Program Surwey

Sample group

Pl are lontthe secton that = 17k yorr s Mmaton .

I ywou EVER applied for Witz | please fill ot this boa:

F wou MEVER appliedfor W-2, please fill ot this bos:

by arent woo getting W2 now? Check dl that apply.

Hawe othe 1 bcome

Dot Ik W-2 conkd ke o me of my tamlly
Thong bt [oonkl ge ta Job on my oW

Gota ol on my ows

Dkcon @ d Tom appliig By age oy st

Took 100 by © getary mowey

Dkt NE the things they mack me do we B wortk the mowey
Uabk © oo the [obse arch or othe rasskument
W-2pRgram was iotwhat] expecte

Harl tro bk g g to the offbe

Don'twantto nge the It vow

Feacked tme InHe anc honghtl was vot e ik
Totl by agency sETthat lwonkl iotget any mo ey

Tob by oy satoappy ekewhems
Othe rre @on pkate xphin

OOO0O0O00O0O0000O000O0000O

Tob iy agency s I wonkl kave © seach Drwok Mo g e morey

by Faven't you appliedfor w27 Check all that apply.

OO0O0OO0O0O0OoOoOooon

Hawe othe 1 icome

Dkt Ik V-2 conkd ke pme ofmy Tmlly

Thion l:_|| tlcontl g ta ol on my oW

Gotalolonmy owe

Dkl tk oW abo vti-2

DEWCtEcw whe B 10 -HH:I‘I.-'

DEWtEcw how T -HH:II'.-'

Dkt ik the ﬂ|IlZ_F:- they wonkl make me o we B worth the mowsy
Hadtoabk getthg o the ot

Dk T ik 1 getary mowey

Frievck have hadl |ZI~"|IZ|E‘I|ZI? e ncs s I the -2 [EILCRNE L]
Hauve Lee s okl the W2 [EILTA e L] dearte skt my area
Dow'tike the kKkaotTwe Fare

Other pagon -|:IE':-E-E' E':I]ZIL'-HI-

Wa may have afew brie TRllow-up questons. ITITIs ok Torus © call you, pleass glve

us your nams and phons number,

HName privh Phore pnmbsri |

Whenls s be stme ©oeallyou? [JDajtme  OFR [] Bvenlig

OQWeekday OF [ Weeke xd

Thank jou for pardelpating In s sursy.

Puttii s compls & d survey In the blus postgepald envelops and drop [1In the mall by January 27.



Timeframe

Mailed survey in field January

Phone interviews in February
Administrative data analysis on-going
Report due April 2009
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