
W-2 Take-up Study

Why Aren’t W-2-Like 
FoodShare

 Assistance Groups 
(W-2-LFSAGs)

 on W-2?

Or, 



Background

Milwaukee County Board, 9-to-5 & UW researchers

November 2005 report

Only 25% very poor on W-2

DCF leadership requested follow-up study



W-2-Like FS AGs

Households

 Receiving FoodShare

 At least 1 minor child

 No reported earnings

 No reported unearned income

 Not on W-2



W-2-Like FS AGs 
November 2008

Milwaukee 4,518

Balance of State 8,090

Total 12,608



Percent W-2-LFSAGs on W-2 
April 2008
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Study objectives

Reasons why never apply

Reasons why drop out of application process

Reasons why don’t re-apply

Size & location of potential W-2 population

How W-2LFSAGs are similar to & different  
from W-2 population



Method

Convene workgroup

Mailed survey of W-2-LFSAGs 

Follow-up phone interviews with 
selected respondents

Analysis of administrative data



Reasons why W-2-LFSAGs 
might not be on W-2

Lack of knowledge

Told no cash grant

Time limits

Not worth effort

Receiving other income

Discouraged from applying

Language barriers



Lack of knowledge

Unaware of W-2

Told program doesn’t exist

Don’t know how to apply

Don’t know where to apply



Discouraged from applying

Told to apply elsewhere

Discouraged by staff

Unable to do job search

Trouble getting to office

W-2 not what expected

Bad experience with W-2

Don’t like welfare



Told no cash grant

Formerly ‘job ready’

 
got no cash grant

“Work first”

 
requirement

Took too long to get cash



Time limits

Reached time limits

Don’t want to use clock



Not worth effort

Requirements not worth benefit

Don’t think W-2 could help



Receiving other income

Thought could get job on own

Got job

Getting unreported income



Language barriers

Lack of bilingual resources

Infrequent languages



Survey Sample

Never on W-2 Once on W-2

Milwaukee 1,000 1,000

Balance of State 1,000 1,000





Timeframe

Mailed survey in field January 

Phone interviews in February

Administrative data analysis on-going

Report due April 2009


	W-2 Take-up Study
	    Background
	    W-2-Like FS AGs
	W-2-Like FS AGs �November 2008
	Percent W-2-LFSAGs on W-2 �April 2008
	   Study objectives
	Method
	Reasons why W-2-LFSAGs �might not be on W-2
	Lack of knowledge
	Discouraged from applying
	Told no cash grant
	Time limits
	Not worth effort
	Receiving other income
	Language barriers
	Survey Sample
	Slide Number 17
	Timeframe

