
Identified below are the definitions of the safety services. While there may be other benefits. to the 
provision of these services, the primary purpose of these services is to meet the safety needs of the 
child(ren). 

 
 

SAFETY SERVICE DEFINITIONS 
 
 

Hospitalization - This service refers to admission of a child and/or parent into a physical or mental health 
hospital.  The condition requiring admission must relate to the influence which affects the child's safety.  
Providers may include, but are not limited to, physicians, nurses, mental health personnel, and 
hospital care personnel. 
 
 
Routine/Emergency Medical Care - This service refers to the provision of medical care for a parent 
and/or a child.  This medical service will assist in controlling one or more of the identified and described 
influences which place the child's safety in the home in question.  This service should not be 
indicated for medical care services which are not related to the safety of the child.  Providers may 
include, but are not limited to, physicians, nurses, public health nurses, and visiting nurses. 
 
 
Routine/Emergency Mental Health Care - This service refers to the provision of mental health care 
(outpatient) for a parent and/or a child.  This mental health service will help to control one or more of 
the identified and described influences which place the child's safety in the home in question.  This service 
should not be indicated for mental health care services which are not related to the safety of the child.  
Providers may include, but are not limited to, mental health personnel. 
 
 
Routine/Emergency Alcohol or Drug Abuse Services - This service refers to provision of inpatient or 
outpatient services for the treatment of alcohol or drug abuse.  This service should be indicated for 
situations in which the alcohol or drug abuse affect the safety of the child.  Providers may include, but are 
not limited to mental health personnel and hospital care personnel.  This should not be checked if an 
alcohol or drug evaluation is needed.  That should be indicated in B. 1. 
 
 
In-Home Health Care - This service refers to a health related service which is provided in the home of the 
family.  The service provided in the home must assist in controlling one or more of the identified and 
described influences which place the child's safety in the home in question.  Providers may include, 
but are not limited to, home health personnel, visiting nurses, and public health nurses. 
 
 
Supervision/Observation - This service is provided in the home.  The service controls for conditions 
created by a parent reaction to stress, parents being inconsistent about caring for children, parents 
reacting impulsively and parents having detrimental expectations of children.  These conditions 
affect the child's safety.  The service provided is carried out by providers going into the home and 
observing the parent/child relationships, providing some level of supervision to the parent/child 
relationship or providing the similar service involving the family as a unit.  This service provides an 
active, ongoing assessment of family stresses which affect safety and may result in necessary 
action.  The emphasis here is that the provision of supervision/observation will assist in controlling 
one or more of the identified and described influences which place the child's safety in the home in 
question.  Providers may include, but are not limited to, homemaker, caretaker, relative/friend, 
volunteer, department social worker, and home-based worker. 
 
 
Day Care - Day care services are provided in an approved day care program, by a provider in the child's 
own home or in the home of a family day care provider.  The service is provided while the child 



lives in their own home.  The provision of day care service helps in controlling one or more of the 
identified and described influences which place the child's safety in the home in question.  The service 
responds to conditions where the child care responsibilities of the parents affect the child's safety. 
In addition to meeting the needs of the child, the service provides relief for the parent(s).  Providers 
may include, but are not limited to, day care personnel, family day care providers, relatives/friends, 
volunteers, baby-sitters and caretakers. 
 
 
Respite Care - This service provides for temporary supervision/care of a child in a child care type program 
at unscheduled/as needed periods of time in an effort to help control for one or more of the identified 
and described influences which place the child's safety in the home in question.  The purpose of this service 
is to provide breathing space and room between the parent and the child.  Providers may include, but 
are not limited to, respite care personnel. 
 
 
Child-Oriented Activity - This safety service involves the child in a child - oriented activity which has 
adult supervision.  There is no limit to what those services might be.  The service could be a traditional 
service such as Brownies, Boy Scouts, a craft program or a program developed/designed to assist in 
meeting the child's safety needs.  The emphasis is that the child-oriented activity service must assist in 
controlling one or more of the influences that affect the child's safety. In addition to meeting the needs of the 
child, the service provides relief for the parent(s).  Providers may include, but are not limited to, 
relatives/friends, volunteers, child-oriented activity personnel, home-based social workers, and 
department social workers. 
 
 
Basic Home Management/Life Skills - This service is provided to the parents.  The purpose of the service 
is to control the parents' inability to perform basic life skill functioning which places the child's safety in 
question.  Examples may include situations where the parents' functioning includes their inability 
to maintain a liveable home or where the parents are unable to access necessary life services, 
i.e., medical care.  The provision of basic home management/life skills services is not appropriate 
for general home management and life skills functioning where the primary purpose is to bring about 
change rather than control for safety of the child.  The services provided must have an immediate effect 
on controlling the influences which affect safety.  Providers may include, but are not limited to, 
homemaker, parent aide, relative/friend, volunteer, home-based worker, protective payee and 
department social worker. 
 
 
Basic Parenting Assistance - This service assists in controlling the parents' lack of basic parenting 
skills which affect the child's safety.  The service focuses on very basic parenting skills such as feeding, 
bathing, basic medical care and basic physical/emotional attention and supervision.  The lack of these 
basic parenting skills must affect the child's safety.  The services provided must have an immediate 
effect on controlling the influences which affect safety.  Providers may include, but are not limited to, 
homemaker, caretaker, parent aide, relative/friend, volunteer, home-based worker, and department 
social worker. 
 
 
Social/Emotional Support - This service provides basic social connections and basic emotional 
support to parents.  The lack of this support must affect the child's safety.  Consider this 
example:  A parent is socially isolated and has no emotional support.  The result of this is that the 
parent is lonely and has no one with whom to share his/her burdens.  If these issues were resolved, the 
parent would function more effectively in all of his/her roles.  However, because of his/her 
adaptability, these conditions do not affect the child's safety.  In the aforementioned example, this 
service would not be appropriate. 
 
 
Now consider this situation. A parent is socially isolated and has no emotional support.  The result of this is 



that the parent is lonely and has no one with whom to share his/her burdens.  This further results in the 
parent feeling helpless and hopeless.  The parent loses energy as it relates to functioning and 
becomes increasingly depressed.  This results in the parent not feeding his/her infant child with any 
regularity and not being able to take the child in for necessary medical care.  In this example, the 
provision of social/emotional support services would be appropriate.  The services provided must have an 
immediate impact on controlling the influences which affect safety.  Providers may include, but are 
not limited to, homemaker, caretaker, parent aide, relative/friend, volunteer, self-help group, home-based 
worker, and department social worker. 
 
 
Individual or Family Crisis Counseling - These services are aimed at controlling only crisis situations which 
affect the child's safety.  The influences being controlled have put an individual family member or the family as 
a unit in crisis.  "Crisis" is defined as a situation which involves disorganization and emotional upheaval.  
Further, the situation has resulted in an inability to adequately function and problem solve.  This service differs 
from traditional individual or family counseling in that the emphasis is to provide immediate relief and 
support from the crisis being experienced.  Providers may include, but are not limited to, mental health 
personnel, home-based worker, parent aide, and department social worker. 
 
 
Financial Services - This service provides financial assistance to the family to assist in meeting the 
child's safety needs which results from the lack of finances.  Providers may include, but are not limited to, 
economic support personnel. 
 
 
Housing Services - This service provides for the securing of housing or the securing of more affordable housing for 
a family where the lack of housing affects the child's safety.  Providers may include, but are not limited to, 
housing/shelter personnel. 
 
 
Chore Services - Chore services are general household tasks which the parents are unable to do.  These 
include in-home tasks associated with home management, meal preparation, etc., and home management 
tasks outside of the home such as grocery shopping.  The emphasis here is that chore services are needed 
in the family, the family is unable to financially afford the service on their own, and the lack of these tasks 
being carried out affect the safety of the child.  Providers may include, but are not limited to, homemaker, 
relatives/friends, and volunteers. 
 
 
Transportation Services - This service provides transportation to the family or members of the family to 
secure necessary life functioning services.  The emphasis is that the lack of transportation to secure 
necessary life functioning services affects the child's safety.  Providers may include, but are not limited to, 
volunteers, relatives/friends, home-based worker, and department social worker. 
 
 
Unique Child Condition Service  - This service is concerned with a child that has a specific physical/emotional 
condition which, in and of itself, creates a safety concern for the child.  The provision of the service is 
required because the family does not have the financial resources to provide the service on their own.  
Consider this example:  The child is developmentally disabled.  The child requires physical rehabilitation 
services, speech and hearing services, and lung functioning services.  The family is unable to provide 
these services and it is the need for the services and the families' inability to financially provide the services which 
affect the child's safety.  Providers may include, but are not limited to, special child service personnel. 
 
 
Food/Clothing Service - The child does not have adequate food and/or clothing and the lack of these life 
necessities affects the child's safety.  The family cannot afford to provide these necessities to the child. 
Providers may include, but are not limited to, volunteers, relatives/friends, and food/clothing service 
personnel. 


