
Searching
How to Search in eWiSACWIS
(and find what you are looking for)



Types of Searches

• Wildcard
• “Spells Like”
• Address only
• AKA Names
• Nicknames



Wildcard Search

• The standard wildcard search involved 
an asterisks after the part of the name 
you know.  For example, Nel* in the 
last name field would return all 
matches where the last name starts 
with Nel.

• An advanced wildcard search may 
involve multiple asterisks in the same 
field.  For example, Mc*n* would bring 
all names that start with Mc and have 
an n anywhere else in the name.



Wildcard Search



Spells Like

• There are 5 levels of precision 
available to select from.

• The default setting is Medium
• Low and Medium-Low will return more 

results that are similar to the name(s) 
entered

• Medium-High will narrow results to 
those that are very similar to the 
name(s) entered

• High will return only the results that 
exactly match the name(s) entered



Spells Like - Low



Spells Like - Medium



Address Only Searches

• These searches are very useful 
when the name is uncertain or 
unknown

• Wildcards can be used as part of 
search

• Last Name is NOT required



Address Only Search



AKA Names

• When searching, use the ‘Include 
AKA Names’ checkbox

• This will search the last name 
and/or first name AKA fields in 
addition to the ‘regular’ name 
fields



AKA Names



Nicknames

• There is a thesaurus built into the 
search function

• Search results will look for 
common “nicknames” of the name 
entered, or the common proper 
name if a nickname is entered

• Not all names are in the 
thesaurus, but can be added

• Call the help desk when you find 
nicknames that are missing



Nicknames



Questions?


