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What is YoungStar? 
YoungStar is Wisconsin’s child care quality rating 
and improvement system. Its purpose is to 
objectively rate thousands of programs across 
the state and award them up to five stars. Why? 

It helps parents and caregivers get informed and find the quality care they 
deserve. What’s more, DCF also offers parents tools and resources to raise 
happy, healthy kids.

What do the stars measure?    
YoungStar awards stars based on four key areas: 
• The Child Care Staff’s Education and Training
• The Learning Environment and Curriculum
• The Program’s Business and Professional Practices
• The Child’s Health and Well-Being

Child care is one of the most important choices parents and caregivers will 
ever make. Why? Because quality care can set the stage for a child’s lifelong 
success. Even with help from those you trust, finding a provider who fits your 
family’s needs can be difficult. While it’s important to do your own research—
you can start with us. YoungStar is here to support you! 

Learn more about YoungStar at 
https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/youngstar/parents.

The Wisconsin Department of Children and Families is your trusted source for 
child care information, resources, and support!  

The Department of Children and Families is an equal opportunity employer and 
service provider. If you have a disability and need to access services, receive 
information in an alternate format, or need information translated to another 
language, please call the Division of Early Care and Education at 608-422-6002. 
Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing, deaf-blind or speech disabled can use 
the free Wisconsin Relay service by dialing 711 to contact the department. 

Understanding 
star ratings

1 Star program       
Does not meet health 
and safety standards, 
and therefore cannot 
participate in YoungStar

5 Star program      
Meets highest levels of 
quality standards

4 Star program       
Meets elevated levels of 
quality standards

3 Star program      
Meets proficient levels 
of quality standards

2 Star program       
Meets health and safety 
standards
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