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• Supervising Decision Making using 
CANS Actionable Items 

• CANS Supervisory Approval 

• General Supervision of the CANS 

• Where does CANS information go? 

• Reports, Dashboards, and CANS 
History 

 
 
 

 
 

dcf.wisconsin.gov 

Agenda 



 
 

Supervising Decision Making using 
CANS Actionable Items 



• Level of Need & Level of Care 

• Placement 

• Out-of-Home Care Support 
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Supervising Decision Making using CANS Actionable Items 



• Foster Care Rates 
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Supervising Decision Making using CANS Actionable Items 



•Identified Permanent Resource 
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Supervising Decision Making using CANS Actionable Items 



•Case Transition Staffing 
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Supervising Decision Making using CANS Actionable Items 



• Confirming Safe Environments  
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Supervising Decision Making using CANS Actionable Items 



•Mental Health Decisions 
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Supervising Decision Making using CANS Actionable Items 



•Case Planning  

• Cluster Items 

• Measurable Goals 

• Include Strengths 
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Supervising Decision Making using CANS Actionable Items 



CANS Supervisory Approval 
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CANS Supervisory Approval 

• CANS Approval 

• Required Narratives/Fields 

• All CANS items 

• Level of Need exceeds level of Care 

• Optional Narratives/Fields 

• “Notes” narrative after each item 

• Identified Permanent Resource 

• Actionable Items Narrative 

 

CANS Quick Reference Guide:  
http://dcf.wisconsin.gov/wisacwis/knowledge_web/training/quick-ref-
guides/ewisacwis_quick_ref_guides/CANS/CANS.pdf  
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CANS Supervisory Approval – Required Narrative 
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CANS Supervisory Approval – Optional Narrative 
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CANS Supervisory Approval – Optional Narrative 
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CANS Supervisory Approval – Optional Narrative 

 

  



General Supervision of the CANS 
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General Supervision of the CANS 

• Reviewing CANS results during supervision 

•Compare results and scored item to stated needs     
and strengths of the child and family 
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General Supervision of the CANS 

• Important questions to ask and consider: 

  1. Is the caseworker bringing the CANS to supervision? 

 

2. Does the casework supervisor agree with the caseworker’s scoring of the 
CANS? Given the verbal description of cases in supervision, are the score 
valid (too high or too low)? 

 

3. Has the caseworker identified all actionable items and usable strengths 
and incorporated these into service plan outcome/goal statements? 

 

4. Is all pertinent information discussed in supervision reflected in the 
CANS? 

 
 From NCTSN, Using the CANS with Complexly traumatized Children and Adolescents:  

Creative Applications for Different Roles. 
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General Supervision of the CANS 

• Important questions to ask and consider, continued: 
 

 1. Before signing off on any significant decisions, has the 
supervisor reviewed the CANS to determine if CANS scores 
support placement or other decisions? 

 
 2. Is the caseworker identifying changes in CANS item scores 

over time by comparing sequential CANS and discussing the 
utility of contracted service provision in relation to specific 
CANS scores? 

 
 3. How does the caseworker’s  completed CANS compare CANS 
 completed by other workers for this same child? 

From NCTSN, Using the CANS with Complexly traumatized Children and Adolescents:  
Creative Applications for Different Roles 

 
 

 



Where Does CANS Information Go? 
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Where does CANS information go? 
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Safe 
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Reports, Dashboards, and CANS History 
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Reports, Dashboards, and CANS History 

• CANS Timeliness Report 
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Reports, Dashboards, and CANS History 

•  Geographic Placement Resource System (GPRS) 
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Reports, Dashboards, and CANS History 

• CANS Dashboards 
•http://dcf.wisconsin.gov/cwreview/dashboards/permanency/
pbm/cpa/cpa.htm 
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Reports, Dashboards, and CANS History 

• CANS History 
• Report 
• Graphs 
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Questions? 
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Contact Information 

•  Jonelle Brom 
jonelle.brom@wisconsin.gov 
608-264-6933 
 

• Lindsay Wood 
lindsay.wood@wisconsin.gov 
608-266-8706 
 

• Allison Olson 
allisonolson@wisc.edu 
608-890-1646 
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