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Wisconsin OCMH

• Coordinate mental health 
initiatives and improve 
integration across state agencies

• Establish and track children’s 
mental health data points to 
direct these efforts

Our Vision:
Wisconsin’s children are safe, 
nurtured, and supported to 
achieve their optimal mental 
health and well-being. 
Systems are family-friendly, 
easy to navigate, equitable, 
and inclusive of all people.





Stressors Impacting 
Wisconsin Families

• Lack of child care

• Financial insecurity

• Food insecurity

• Housing instability



Stable Housing

Research shows that youth who 
live in stable housing have: 

✓Better mental health

✓Better physical health 

✓Better school attendance

✓Better academic 
performance

✓ Improved earnings in 
adulthood



Stable Housing

Research shows that youth who 
live in stable housing have: 

✓Reduced chance of 
family separations

✓Reduced behavioral 
problems 

✓Reduced suicidality



Housing Insecurity’s Impacts

• Define housing insecurity

• Data on Wisconsin’s landscape

• Housing inequities

• Impacts on children

• Potential solutions



What is Housing Insecurity

• Housing instability refers to a continuum of challenges 
between homelessness and stable housing. 

• Housing instability can include moving frequently, 
insufficient heating and cooling, as well as exposure to 
toxins and allergens. 



Severe Housing

➢High housing costs (including 
severe rent burden)

➢Lack of kitchen facilities

➢Lack of plumbing facilities

➢Overcrowding



Home Ownership

• Racial disparities in 
homeownership have widened 
over the last 10 years

• White homeownership is nearly 
3x that of Black homeownership



Housing Assistance 

• Children who live in subsidized housing have lower levels of 
lead in their blood, have increased earnings as adults, and 
are less likely to be incarcerated later in life.

• But few families – only a quarter of eligible households – 
receive this kind of housing assistance. 



Housing Vouchers 

• Between 2004 and 2015, 
families with children fell 
from 58% of all voucher 
households to less than 
half, 46%, in the U.S.

• In Wisconsin, vouchers 
going to families with 
children was lower, 44%.



Evictions
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Evictions

Renters living with kids 
are 2x as likely to be 
threatened with eviction 
and be evicted than those 
without children. 

10.4

5

0

5

10

15

Eviction Rates for Households 
With and Without Children

With Kids Without Kids



Early Childhood Evictions

“We found that in your life course, you’re most 
likely to be evicted when you are a child and, 
in fact, you’re maybe at the highest risk when 
you’re between the ages of 0 and 5.”

Carl Gershenson, Princeton University
A comprehensive demographic profile of the US evicted population
Demography, October 2023



Eviction Inequity

• Black Americans in the U.S. made up  
18% of the renter population, but 
they accounted for 43% of renters 
evicted.

• About a quarter of Black babies and 
toddlers face the threat of eviction 
each year.
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Eviction Inequity
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Early Childhood Homelessness

• Infancy is the age at which a person is most likely to live 
in a HUD shelter.

• Approximately half of children staying in HUD homeless 
shelters are under age six.



Homeless in Wisconsin
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Lasting Impact
• Homeless infants and toddlers are more likely to 

experience later child welfare involvement and early 
school failure.

• Housing instability before age 5 can lead to delays in 
kindergarten readiness and is associated with attention 
and behavioral problems and delays in cognitive abilities. 



Lasting Impact
Evictions can impact kids
well into adulthood, from 
an elevated risk of 
developmental delay to 
increased school absences 
and social isolation.
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Lasting Impact

“The youth facing expulsions [from school due to absences] do 
not feel at home in their schools. Maybe it’s because they’ve 
missed so many classes that they can’t really participate. 
Maybe it’s that they’ve switched schools so many times, so 
they don’t have a social network, they don’t have friends, they 
don’t have connections.”

Carousel Bayrd, Wisconsin Attorney



Lasting Impact
• Even planned moves from one stable home to another 

can be challenging because they disrupt children’s social 
connections. 





Financial Survival in Wisconsin

• 2.4 million households had 
income below the ALICE 
Threshold of Financial 
Survival. 

• Households in blue (34%) 
are struggling financially.



ALICE =  Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed

Working families that are 
unable to afford the basics:

• Housing

• Childcare

• Food

• Transportation

• Healthcare

• Technology

• Taxes



Financial Survival in Wisconsin
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Basic Needs
Evidence shows that families 
spent the extra funds from the 
Child Tax Credit on basic needs, 
including food, clothing, 
housing and school supplies.

• $31 housing

• $28 food

• $25 savings

• $15 child needs





Solutions 

• Supportive Housing

• Quality, Affordable Child Care

• Feed kids to reduce anxiety 
and depression

• Adequate, Steady income

• Access to mental health and 
substance abuse treatment

• School Belonging



➢Linda A. Hall, Director

➢Wisconsin Office of Children’s Mental 
Health

➢ linda.hall@wi.gov

➢608-228-3895

mailto:linda.hall@wi.gov
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