
Leadership Council on 
Early Years 

(LCEY)
February 18, 2021  |  9:30 – 11:30am

Agenda
• Welcome & Introduction
• Approval of Minutes
• Early Childhood Budget Update
• Preschool Development Grant Update
• Guest Speaker: Dr. Sherri Killins Stewart
• Discussion
• Next Steps/Closing



Welcome & Introduction
Emilie Amundson, Secretary 
Department of Children and Families

Approval of Minutes
Prior meeting dates: February 26 and September 16, 2020



Early Childhood Budget Update
Governor Evers &
Nadya Pérez-Reyes, Assistant Secretary
Department of Children and Families

Preschool Development Grant 
Updates
Erin Arango-Escalante, Administrator 
DCF Division of Early Care and Education



PDG Current Status

Year 1 Planning Grant (2020-21)
• Initial Needs Assessment and Strategic Plan released 

Fall 2020
• No Cost Extension granted to complete Planning Grant 

activities in 2021

Years 2-4 Renewal Grant (2021-23)

All Wisconsin families will have access to 
high-quality, affordable, local early care and 

education opportunities

2023

Our Purpose



PDG 
Framework for 
Transforming 
Early Care and 

Education



Stakeholder Input to Ensure an Equity Lens

What are equity and inclusion in ECE?

Adapted from: National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC), WHO

Equity exists when…

children, families, and the ECE workforce experience culturally and linguistically 
responsive interactions that nurture their full range of social, emotional, cognitive, 
physical and linguistic abilities; that reflect and model fundamental principles of 
fairness and justice; and reduce inequity. 

Inclusion is…

the right of every infant and young child and their family, regardless of ability, to 
participate in a broad range of activities and contexts as full members of families, 
communities, and society. 



WI’s Birth to 5 Strategic Plan Goals
WorkforceGoal 1

• The Wisconsin early care and education workforce will be diverse, fairly compensated, 
and supported.

AccessGoal 2
• Wisconsin children and families, including rural and vulnerable populations, will have 

equitable access to early care and education programs that meet their needs.

AffordabilityGoal 3
• Early care and education will be affordable for Wisconsin families, including vulnerable 

and underserved populations.

QualityGoal 4
• Wisconsin early care and education will be high quality and responsive to all families’ 

needs.

How?

Community 
Innovation & 
Workforce 
Grants



Practicing Equity at DPI
Sheila Briggs, Assistant State Superintendent
Department of Public Instruction

Equity in Early Childhood
• Promoting Early Childhood Conferences (PEC)
• Young Learners American Indian Language Grant. 
• Culturally Responsive Tribal Early Childhood Project

Early Childhood First Nations Strategic Planning Meetings
Early Childhood First Nations Webinar Lecture Series
Early Childhood Tribal Symposiums 
Virtual Wisconsin Act 31 Implementation: American Indian Studies 
Trainings 

• Promote equal opportunity for all young children, ages birth through 8 years.



Equity in Early Childhood
Dr. Sherri Killins Stewart























Source – Roosevelt Institute, 2016 





















Data Source: Population Reference Bureau, analysis of data from the U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000 Supplementary 
Survey, 2001 Supplementary Survey, 2002 through 2019 American Community Survey. KIDSCOUNT Data Center



Data Source: Population Reference Bureau, analysis of data from the U.S. Census Bureau, 2005, 2008, 2010, and 2013 through 
2019 American Community Survey. KIDS COUNT Data Center
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Standardizing each measure
Calculating the ranks based on 
weights
The county with the best health 
gets a rank of #1 for that state.

Source: http://www.countyhealthrankings.org/explore-health-rankings/what-and-why-we-rank

County Health 
Rankings & Roadmaps

















Discussion
LCEY Members



Wrap Up & Next Steps
Emilie Amundson, Secretary 
Department of Children and Families

LCEY Proposed Dates & Topics for 2021

Date Time Tentative Topic

Wednesday, April 21 10:00am - noon Economic Development

Tuesday, July 20 9:00 - 11:00am Workforce

Thursday, Sept. 30 9:00 - 11:00am Parents & Families



Homework
• How are you meeting the needs of children and families? What 

data do you collect and analyze to evaluate this?
• How does your agency evaluate whether its work promotes 

equitable outcomes for children and families?

Thank you!
Questions/Comments: 
wipdg@wisconsin.gov


